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PREFACE. 



Tm do« of the fi(tt»th, and tl>e beginning 
of the atxteenth ceatury, comprehend one of 
those periods of histoiy which are entitled to 

our minutest study and inquiry. Almost all 
the great events from which Europe derives its 
present advantages, are to be traced up to those 
times. The invention of the art of printing, 
the discovery of the great western continent, 
the schism, from the church of Kome, which 
ended in the reformation of many of its abuses, 
and estahiished the precedent of reform, thè 
degree of perfection attained in the fine arcs, 
and' the final introduction, of true principles of 
criticism and taste, compose siich an illustrious 

' assemblage 
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assemblage of luminous poiats> as cannot fail of 
attracting for ages the curiosity and admiratioa of 
snankind. 

A complete history of these times has long 
been a great desideratum in literature; and who- 
ever confiderà the mag^iitude of the undertak* 
ing will not think it likely to be ^bon supplied. 

Indeed, from the nature of the transactions 
which then took place, they can only be exhibited 
in detail, and under separate and particular views. 
That the aiithor of tlie following pages has fre- 
quently .turned his eye towards this interesting 
period is true, but he has felt himself rather 
dazzled than informed by the survey, ' A mind 
of greater compass, and the possession of unin- 
terrupted leisure, wotild be requisite to compre- 
hend, to select, and to arrange the immense va* 
rìety of circumstances which a full narrative of 
those times would involve; when almost every 
city of Italy was a new Athens, and that favour- 
ed country could boast its historians, its poets, 
its orators, and its artists, who may contend with 
the great names of antiquity for the palm of 
mental excelience. When Venice, Milan, Rome» 

Florence^ 
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Ploraicey. Bolognk, Pemra, and several other 
places, vied with each other, not in arms, but 
m science, and in genius; and the splendor of a 
ooiirt was estimated by the number and talents 

of learned men who illustrated it by their pre- 
sence ; each of w hose liv^cs, and productions, 
would, in a work of this nature, merit a full and 
separate discussion. ' - • 

- From this full blaze of talents, the author 
hU' turned towards a period, wjien- its first fiunt 
gklEuns afibrd a subjed,. if not more inteiesting,- 
at least more suited to his powers. When, after 
a night of unexpected darkness, Florence agaia 
saw the sun break forth with a histre more per- 
manent, tiiough perhaps not so bright. The 
days o{ I3antc, ol Boccaccio, and of Petrarca, 
were indeed past ; but under the auspices of the 
House of Medici, and particularly through the 
ardour and example of Lorenzo, the empire of 
science and true taste was again restored* ^ 

- After the death of Boccacdb, the survivor 
cf that celebrated triumvirate who had carried 
thbir native toii^ue to an h%h pitch of itBoti 
' * ' ' ment^ 



iy 

meni, and endeavoured, not without suooeM» td. 
intiDdnoe the study of the ancient laagoaqpt ixi^ 
to Ittàff a ^eiietal degradatioo of letters, agw 
took plaoe; and the Icaliaa tongue 19 pocticuUr 
was so far deteriofated, and debased, as, by the 
acknowledgment of the best critics, to have be- 
come scarcely intelligible. The first symptoms 
of improvement appeared about the middle of 
the fifteienth century; when Cosmo de* Medici, 
after having establiOicd his authority in Florence, 
devoted the latter years of a long and honour- 
able life to the encouragement, and even the 
•tudy of philofophy, and polite letters. He 
dkd in 1464; aod the infirm state of health of 
his son Piens who was ieverely affliAed hy thfi 
gout, did iKit permit him to make that progress in 
die path whtdi his &cher had pointed out» that 
his natural dtspositioa would otherwiie have ef-« 
fected. After surviving him only about five years, 
the greater part of which tune he was confined 
to a fick-bed, he died, leaving two sons ; to the 
elder of whom, Lorenzo, the praise of having 
restored to literature its ancient honours is prin^ 
cipally due. In succeeding times, indeed, that 
pfaise has been almost esDchmvely bestowed on 

a Giovanili 
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Giovanni de' Medici, afterwards Leo the tenth, 
the second son of Lorenzo, wlio undoubtedly 
promoted the views, but never in any degree 
rivalled thè talents of bis father. 

Certain it is that no man was ever more 
admired and venerated by his contemporaries, 
or has been more defrauded ot his just fame by 
posterity, than Lorenzo do' Medici. Possessed 
of a g^ius more original and versatile than 
perhaps any of his countrymen, he has led 
the way in some of the most estimable specks 
of poetic composition; and some, of his pro- 
ductions stand uniivalled àmbng^ those of 
his countrymen to the present day. Yet such 
has been die admnation paid by the Italians to 
a few favourite authors, that they have almost 
closed their eyes to the various excellencies with 
which hib works abound. From tlie time of his 
death no general collection was made of his 
writings for upwards of sixty years, and after 
their first publication by Aldus in 1554, up- 
wards of two centuries elapsed without a new 
edition* Neglected in Italy, they seem to have 
been unknown to the rest of Europe. A 
VOL. I. b French 
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qMke9 A conspicuous figi^f, i^f^WS ^ xicadei-:^ 
tbi»t the vjijtlligs thr^ 9[ia9p af spwU 
vcwc as prose, fs|f^jigmoy^^yi ^9^ti p^/^ 
his would no longer be known as an author, were 

^ not ^&om, 1^ ^pmni$:^4fVtfoi>s bestowed i^pon 
him his A'iends, ^d the attention paid 

him :by Paulus jovins, who has assigned a place 
to his memwy AO h^j eyjl^jgjgf Of^ ^fjie 

But 4I« tq f cjftpi^ dip' 
AMici; merely 1» iht^rfiaMWSM^^rf ^u^pi;, ^ 

l«FifCfb»IW,o^j«^y4^ Tlm^gh a pp.- 

¥»teT<àtÌ55^p ;apd 1^ gjl^r^h^ of Fl9r;?iw;e, hp nop 
only obtained tìic decided control of t)>at s^at;e, 
9li a pafiod wfeen it abounded with men of the 
greatest talents and aciitcness, bi^t raided him.- 
tcif to the rank of soJic arbiter of Italy, and 
operati witb is{EBCt t)^ f/fà^- 

.dcs 



(«) V«i)Bi% 'AuBoàst n 4»WkitmBt,-9U lUiMiNiMnMide b Ifaiiaii 
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tfób 'éf fiutof»^* WMdiit ìafOUiptiiig lid iinib^ 

the futute gWWtne^ df his fàmify. sòn» »lìd 
h!s liephew, v^ere at a short interval successively 
raised to the pontifical digtiity ; àhd in the sue* 
ceeding centuries his descendants beckttje con- 
tìecttéd by Carriage With the first European so*e^ 

16^9. pM»iectioii dfl^rdÉd ^b^ kim to all 
tiK ^tlUAii la i^efìttEUH^ fòi^- 

éok iJtì tttfy. ila 'Ite ^^èsttibtMaiSiSft ^Ifi: 
libraries, schools and semioaiìes of learning) ^ 
was equally mimifioent, indefatig^le, and suc- 
cessftil ; nisà tilde «ibjéets wett all acoditiplished» 
l9y a mah Who died at the «arly age oi forty-four 
years. 

It is nót however the intention of the author 
ot the tol lowing woirk, to confine himself merely 
to the relation of the life of an individual, how<>- 
errér illmbionB. Of a family of whom so mack 
hMM hcen 'taid,'ii!id so little vfi^ ««rtaitir|r known^ 
aiiioiefpbrticular^<nmt<oa!lii6t be unhiteresling. 
in wmig at this purpose, ht ìm htìea Unavoid-^ 
hWy icd to give ììóSfR ktccbxint of the rise df 
modem literature ; and particularly to notice 

b 2 many 
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many contemponiy authors, wfacne leputadoiiy 
at least ia this countiy, has not yet beetk. ade- 
quate to thieir.itterits* In an age when long 
and dangerous, expeditions i are undertaken to 
develope the manners of baiharians, or to dis- 
cover the source of a river, it will surely not 
be thought an useless attempt, to endeavour to 
trace some of those minute and almost impercep- 
tible causes, from which we are to deduce our 
present profidency in letters, in science, and in 
arts. 

Of the several narratives of the life of 
Lorenzo de* Medki hitherto published, the most 
ancient is that of Niccolo Valori a Florentine, 

eminent for his rank and learning, the contem- 
porary and friend of Lorenzo. This account, 
written not inelegantly in Latin, and which com- 
poses a small octavo volume of sixty-seven pages, 
remained in manuscript, till Laurentius Mehus 
gave it to the public in 1749* An Italian trans- 
ktion had indeed been published at Florence^ 
as early as the year 1560. The principal 
events in the Life of Lorenzo are here rebted 
with accuracy and fidelity : but upon the whole 

it 
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it gives us too distant and indisdnct a view of 
Bini. Though sensible in some respects of the 
jnagQitude of his tubject, Valori seems not to 
have been sufficiendj aware of the distinguish* 
ing characteristic of Lorenzo"-die strength^ ex- 
tent, and versatility of his mind. Hence he has 
exhibited him only in one principal point of 
view; either wholly omitting, or at most slightly 
noticing, his many other endowments; closely 
adhering to his purpose, he confines himself to 
too sn^U jcircle, gnd enters not into those dis- 
cussions respecting collateral events and circum- 
stances, which a full display of the character of 
Lorenzo requires. The work of Valori may 
however be considered} not only as a weU-writ<- 
I3en,and,;aut|ientic piece of biography, but as the 
foundation of all subsequent efforts on the same 
subject ; although it wants that interest which it 
would have derived from a closer and more inti- 
mate examination of the temper^ the character^, 
and, the writings of Ltorenzo.. 

By what strange fatality it happened, that the: 
reputation of the most eminent man of his own^ 
'flge should luive. fallen into almost absolute 

neglect 



neglect ih the course of that wbichlokihediaGbl^ 
èubceedéd, it ià difficlilt tb aiicbvià'ì panicti^ 

-Beéiì Bjr nò 4iieahi Mtterititò 'fó didr Kkttdn^ 

gloiy, aba that fhfe Wich4<^ft -«r itìiè Hfe 'dF 
many of the contemporaries ol Lorenzo, who 
ivere inferior to him in ev ery point of view, Hkve 
been fully, and even ostehtatiously set forth. 
Whatever was the cause, it is certain that from 
the publication òf the woik of Vi^dori in its 
Italian dress, till the year 1 763, "no jirofessed 
'Adcbiiiit Òf tmiio ae* "Uéàìci irnde its^|M^ 
khbelb piiBlic; aldibbgVÌEbWUttdiónt J^ tóti 
ed updh the History of those times, without pay- 
ihg 'hiin 'the pass&^g '^ibcite 'of ifieir appiani^. 
This is the ttiore exti^iòiì3iliàry, Ss the màteifias 
for enlarging, and imj^roving the narrative of 
Valori, were obvious. In the year last mention- 
ed, the pocnis of Lorenzo were reprinted at Ber- 
gamo J and a new account ot the life of the au- 
thor was prefixed to ttie %òrk (^}. From this^ 

however, 



(a) Poesìe del Magnifico Lorenzo 4e' Medici, con alcune Memorie 
attenenti alla ai» viu, Testimonianze, &c. Bergamo* 1763* apprcMO 
Pietro Lucdlotti. 
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however^ li^e is to be ^x^^ts4i ^hen it is ufi-- 
4^^od, that the bipgiapli^;-, in his introductiop, 
apknoyylqjg^ if, is foun<^ cp, ÙAf 

pfyffmi WW IWtlhontJ lie S9!?ly ?c- 

Ups, an,4 pj^f agajlpst Ijcing fijn^yyafajid^ for 
:fe9t aJik4g(ì4 by hinji, further thai;i that 
authority vya^rants. Tp a^ exertion of this kind, 

as he justly qbserjves, neither the deep re- 
K<?arch 9Ì ci-iticism, nof the as$is^ance of rar^ 
hopks, was necessary. In the few attempts 
»fh^ch jhp has iiv^d^ to afford additional informa- 
j^op, he has re^p^c^ JW^cipaUy to Negri {a)y 
and Vfiilias (^), mkofll^ ftytbPPQf» i^ievertheless, 

Jirhp^? 4!l8CCT»cy «;9<ien tjicir tcM^njpjay' of 
JiWlc^ IK^blfi WhfPP J>Ot .«fpiifssly confirmed 
hy ojEhjsr wjite^s^ 

About twenty years since, several learned 
Italians united in drawing up memoirs of such of 
^a/sii li^QPQtryjq^n as h^ tyL^ti^g^shed thcmsflyes 

(«)-lft9rit Kiitteii ViQfcatiiii, opera poctnm àd P. Giidio 

,**• ^ ' 
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in diiFereiit brancltòs of sdeàee» and arts (a) ; 
and the life of Lorenzo^ amongst others, fell to 
the pen of P. Bruna Bruni, professor of divi- 
nity in Florence. Unfortunately however it ivbs 
executed without any new researches, being 
entirely compiled from previous publications ; and 
it must be owned that the work derives no ad- 
vantages from the professional prejudices or opi- 
nions of its author. Tlie conspiracy of the Pazzi 
is one of the most striking events that ever en- 
gaged the attention of the historian, and the cir- 
cumstances which acconipanied it, compose a 
body of evidence as accurate and authentic, as his- 
tory can produce. But the delicacy of the biogra- 
pher shrunk from the relation of an incident, that 
involved in the guilt of premeditated assassination, 
the Vicar of Christ upon ca.rth ! This event is 
accordingly parsed over with a general reference 
to previous relations ; and an annotation is sub- 
joined, tending to impeach the evidence of one 
who was an eye-witness of the transaction, and 
whose narrative was laid before the.public imme- 
diately 



{a) Elogj degli Uomini illustri Toscani. Jm Lmtat 1771* &c. 4 m^. 
Swb 
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diately afiter the event took place (ii). No ex- 
ttaoKÓìnaiy. number of pag^ was devoted to the 
work J and it may be enough to remark, that the 
resemblance of Lorenzo de' Medici does not 
well associate with a. set of petty portraits, hung 
up: hy way of ornament, in frames of equal 
sizes. . In order to do justice to such a subject, 
a larger canvass is necessary. 

In enumerating the labours of my predcccs-» 
sors, it may not be improper more particularly 
to notice the singular work of Varillas, to which 
I have before had occasion to refer. This book, 
written in a lively style, with great pretensions 
to secret information from manuscripts in the 
French king's library^ has more the resem* 
filaaoè.òf' a romance- than of an authentic mur* 
tttivej and tf .'.Wie inay. jiidge of the author* s 
pinvate anecdotes, from his misrepresentations 
r-.ti? 1 ' ' *• ■ " and 

• r t ' 

y t I ' 'AX V 

Angeli Polltiani Conjuratloiiis Pactianje anni 1478 Ccmmrrtrirl- 
um, in eodem anno excaiuni» in ^to sine bei tt t^grpphi ntminiiutt 
iterum typi« imprecsuBi NeapoK lano 1 769, cwt Ct Madie jMmi» MSm 
nari cil&HrdiémInii Bunbs. 

VOL. U C ■ 
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and mUtakés in mattm of mote goiml noto- 
riety^ we shall frequently be compelled to con* 
sider them rather as the offspring of his own 
imagination, than as substantiated facts* The ab* 

surdities of this author have frequently been ex- 
posed by li.iylc (a), who has in many instances 
pointed out his glaring perversions of the rela- 
tion of Paulus Jovius, the veracity of whom as 
ail historian is itself sufficiently equivocal. The 
accuracy of Varillas may in some degree be de- 
termined by the singular list oi books and ma- 
nuscripts from which he professes to have de- 
rived his information, the very existence of some 
of which yet rests on his own authority. 

Suchy however, being the attempts that had 
been made to exhibit to the public thè lifis anil 
labours of Lorenzo de* Medici, I csnoeivaltfaat 
there could be no great deg^ of anDgauoe m 
endeavouring to give a more full and particolar 
account of them : Nor was I deterred from this 
undertaking by the consideration, that Provi- 
dence 

4 ' • • • 
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dence hstd placed my lot beyond the limita of 
that fiivoured country» 

« Ch' AppeiUo jfutCt «1 ttw dRonda, e f Alpe.* 

The troth is, that in a remote part of this 
remote kingdom^ and deprived of the nmny 
advantages peculiar to -seatt of learning, I saw 
no difficulty in giving a more full, distinct, and 

accurate idea of the subject than could be col- 
Iccced from any performance I had then met 
with. For some years past, the works of the 
Italian writers had amused a portion of my leisure 
hours ; a partiality for any particular object gene- 
rally awakens the desire ot obtaining turther in- 
formation respecting it ; and from the perusal of 
the Italian poets, 1 was insensibly led to attend 
to the literary history of that cultivated natioD, 
In tracing the: rise of modem literature, I soon 
perceived that every thing great and estimable 
in science and in art, revolved round Lorenzo de* 
Media, during the short but splendid sera of his 
life, as a common centre, and derived from 
him its invariable preservation and support.— 
Under these impressions I began to eollect such 
scattered notices respecting hiai. as fell in mj 

c 2 way ; 
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way; and the Florentine histories of Machia- 
velli, and Ammirato, the critical labours of 
Crescimbeni, Muratori, fiandini, and Tiraboschi, 
with other works of less importance, of which I 
then ibund myself possessed, supplied me with 
materials towards the execution of my plan. 1 1 had 
not however proceeded far, before I perceived 
that the subject deserved a more minute inquiry j 
for which purpose it would be necessary to resort 
to contemporary authorities, and if possible to 
original documents. The impracticability of ob- 
taining in this country the infornuidon of which 
I stood in need, would perhaps have damped the 
ardour of my undertaking, had not a circumstance 
presented itself in the highest degree favourable 
to my purpose. An intimate friend, with whom 
J had been many years united in studies" and 
afFection, had paid a visit to. Italy, and had fixed 
his winter residence at Florence. I well knew 
that I had only to request !iis assistance, in or* 
der to obtain i^hatever information he h^d an 
opportuiiity of procuring, from the very spot 
which was to be the scene of my intended 
history. My inquiries were particularly directed 
towards the Lautentiaii and Riccardi libraries, 

which 



•which I -was cauviuced would afiord much ori*- 
gffldr'and interesiifi^ infctfinacioa. It would be 
-uojiut iheniylto fay^ that my friend aiForded me 
tfae: asshtiiice ; I required ; he went far beyond 
evctifthè'vhópes'Iihad fornwd, and his return- to 
ln»QaihK*3oQAtby!wa^: if possible, rendered still 
jilon-gratejvl.to iney By the materials he had coU 
lected: for t iny use. ' Amongst these I had the 
pleasure to find sevecal beautiful poems of Lo^ 
reozo de* Medici, the originals of which arc de- 
posited in the Laurentian library, althuu*^b. the 
former editors of In^ works appear not to have 
had the slightest information respecting them. 
These poems, which have been copied with great 
accuracy, and, where it was possible, collated 
with, diferent manuscripts, will for the firs*: time 
Jbei^ven to. tiaepi^ic at the close of the presexit 
{Work. The - munificence of tlie late Great 
i>nke* Leopold, and the liberality of the Marqteif 
fidccaidi^ .had laid open the inestimable ^i??^- 
suires.of their. ^lectioDs to eVory Ìnquif6r;,ii(ii4 
under the segulations of the venerable Canonm 
-Bàndini»' to whose Jabours the lifeerafy histoid 
of Italy is highly indebted, such ^muigemerits 
have been adopted in the Laurentian. » iibr^y» 
:? . that 
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that every difficoltjr' which might retard foMcdi 
ift èflèctiially removed. Unlike the JnuninM|^ 
but ill-di^sM and almost , prohibited: ooliee*- 
titibs of the'.Vacicati^ the. libraries of FlorèDCe:aie 
the oommon property of the Jàamed of all iia*> 
tìòns; aód an,ia$dtiitìod tonded Cosmo, and 
proniotéd by Lorenzo de*' Medici, yet subsists, 
the noblest monument of their glory, the most 
authentic depository of their fame. 

Amongst 1 number of printed volumes, im- 
mediately or remotely connected with my prin- 
cipal subject, which were supplied by the atten-^ 
tion of my friend, tvere two works of which 
lie had given me previous information. These 
^vere the life of Lorenzo de' Medici, written in 
X«atin,: by Monsignor Fabroni, a léamed Italian 
(rda^-^d published in the year i9' 84, ini two 
«K^lìittÀsItf'qiiarto ; and the life of his^ackl&tber 
Cosino, by the same author, published in dnè 
volume in quarto in the ycaf 1^89.' Oh- leodv* 
ing these extensive productions, it bècanÀ a 
subject uf consideration, whether it might not be 
advisable to lay aside my own narrative, although 
it was then far advanced, and satisfy myself with 

a trans- 
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a translatioa of the former of ttcse works, 
adding such reoiaiks at tàj pievious researches 
liad enabled me to make. The pc»ri»al of these 
voLimies, whiltt it afforded me considerable 
gradficatloà» soon however' convinced me that 
the piiTp^ I had in vkw could not he obtained 
by a tranilàtion. The Icacfing object of Fabroni 
is to illustrate the political, rather than the literary 
life of Lorenzo. It appeared toi me, that the 
mere iistorical evciUs of the fifteenth century, so 
far as they regarded Italy, could not deeply in- 
terest my countrymen in the eighteenth ; but I 
conceived that the pr(^oress of letters and of arts 
fyould be attended to with pleasure in every 
countiy where they were cultivated and protect- 
édt many othe^' niotivet»: «nne jof which will 
a^(lM% the^tSOlirse of the vork^determined me 
to ^piKMecute. »y onffsai plan ; and -thfs iiiMofy 
nòw presóiiiid «»^he public bean no more ^ 
ieaA^asde to^dlflct :of:Babn»i^ AàoiJlis.doe» to 
of hii^ fttdi^sor:i3rdìorik . .The genecal 
incidehtB ifi l^B^file of LareoBotóe indeed -nearly 
the ^me in alt | but iev onbit of tihe ^mìÓtatAU 
and observations that may occur in the emwog 
▼olumc) and .fw * considerable part of the nar- 

rati ve, 
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rati ve, particularly such as relates to the statjf 
and progress of letters and of, jjifts, the cesj^pf^e 

* . ' • ' ' ' 

4 

. But although I have -Qot ^iciught it, elicle 
to rest satisfied Mth a- mere tfa(ialatioa- p£ i^ 
wxxks -of . Fabrosf»^ . I h^vc ;deny«d: .jffpm th^ 
very important aasistanqq; and. information. ; Xh^ 
ntunerous. . 

obtained ■■b3f'-:diligeiit'* researches ' through th^ 
archives of Florence, and which occupy two- 
thirds of his work, are a treasure with which, ia 
the: infancy ui my undertaking, I little expected 
to be gratified. The assistance derived from 
these sources did not however supersede luy px- 
ertions in procuring snch additional iafprOfiatii^ 
ai other parts of the continent aod.>d)Ì9,P9MP'|^ 
cdald>ÌBUpply% : :TiwX|-eyenna library, lately eij^* 
poted. to:^le at Amsterdam^ and tJi^/Fi^eiii,,.^!^ 
London,' fumisfaed-mr with scvml pu|){iàji;|cN^ 
ci'.-vaàf date, for wJiich:>L.ou^fi(-(ftlieitKrk^ Ipa^ 
bave inkfiined throogbout Europe.fo ao purp^s^,- 
The ricK and extensive .catalo^;uea pvblvhcd .by; 
Bdirards, Payne, and- odier Londfui .bQgk sellers, 
who have of late years diligently «ou^hf, for 

and 
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imp0it£(i into BngLand: whatever is. èurkM»' 
^ valuable in foxeign JIteratore, have alfa con- 
tributed to tkc iwmxxss^ of xny inquiries i ; and 
I nàj jitstfy iaj^ that .1. .We sjMired heithei^ 
4eoub]e nor ezpcnce in the acquisitioii of' what- 
ever appràied to be necessary to the proceeutkm 
pf my work. 

I am not, however, arrogant enough to con- 
ceive, that, even with these advantages, I have 
been able to do justice to so extensive and so 
diversified a subject. Precluded by more serious 
and indispensable avocations from devoting a 
continued attention to it, I am apprehensive 
that facts of importance may either have escaped 
my diligence, or may be yet imperfectly related; 
The difficulties attending a critical examination 
of works of taste, writrcn m a lorcigu language, 
contribute to render me diffident of the success 
of my labours. In the few attempts to trans- 
late or imitate the poetical pieces of Lorenzo 
and his contemporaries, I must regret my in* 
ability to do them more complete justice ; an 
inability of which X am fully sensible, but for 

VOL.1. d which 



wHich I do not mean to traiibk my lieader With 
any furtlier apology. Such as it is, I submit 

this perforaianoe to the judgment of the public; 
ready to acknowledge, though not pleased to 
reflect, that the disadvantages under which an 
author labours are no excuse for the impertec- 
tions of his work. 



POSTSCRIPT. 



Lhe/foolt Dee» 1795» 

Wh£n the first of these volumes was nearly printed, and the 
materials arranged for the second, I had the satisfaction of ob- 
taining a copy of a very singiilar and interesting work, in three 
volumea octavD^ inticled Mérnmn GénéaJogiquet it h M^um de 
MieSd* For éà» perfimnance I am mdebced to the Bìarqjtm 
DP Lamsdown ; a nobleman who has conferred the most im« 
portant benefits on his country, and whose attention has been 
invariably directed to the encouragement of those studies, which 
can only produce their proper fimbt in that Mate of public tran* 
qiùlUtjr» which lui distugviahed talents have been unifbtmly 
exerted to secure. 

The work above mentioned b the production of Mr. Tenhove 
of the Hague, a near relation of the late Greffier of the states 
of Hottand, Hir. Fagd, to whose memorjr it is inscribed m the 
Mowiag affectionate terms i 

A /' hcuretue mémoirc de Franfoù Fagel., 
Cnj/ur de Uurs hauta puissmees let Etatt Ceneraux 
des Prvàneet'UJÙet : 
Heritier det vertut et det talcns de scs aneetres, 
CeUepie et ami du venerable vieilLvd son fere^^ 
Ftnteri des peuples ct dcs ^ra/idiy 
tragdc espoir dc u patrie^ 
And *eU des Uttm el des arts, 
Attóre tur de Ì* ^egmee el du gaia. 
Et me^eure moitii «k mti-mem, 

d a But, 
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Bat, a)as! the monument which affsetkm had devoted to die 

memory of a friend, was itself destined to remain unfinished ; 
and the nccnm]ilisbc\l auilior, by a fatality which will perhaps 
remind my readers of the events related in the last chapter of 
this liistory, whilst he lamented the loss of his patron, was 
called to- join him, in the society of the tróe» the learned, and 
the good of former ages— in dut ti Sàpo and of X.idiui| of 
Poltdano and of Lorenso Medid. 

Jaier odoratum Lauri nctnus^ undc superne 

Of such (tact of hjt work as was printed before bit death, a 

copy had been presented by him to the learned and venerable 
Dr. Macleaiu- i^f the Hague, the well-known translator of Mo- 
ehcim's ecclesiastical history, with whom he had lived for many 
years in the most friendly mtimacy* At the kind request of thè 
Marquis of Lansdown, Dr. Abcleane transmitted these volumei 
to England ; and a jirobal^ility having since occurred, of his ob» 
taining another copy, he has oWij^ingly relinquished them to his 
lordship, by whose iiberaUty I have now the pleasure of calling 
them my own. . 

Although these volumes appear to be rather the amusement 
of the leisure hours of a polite scholar, than the researches of a 
professed historian, yet they display an acquaintance with the 
transactions of Italy, seldom acquired except by a native. To 
a great proficiency m the literature of that country, Mr. Tenp 
hove united an indisputalde taste in the productions of all the 
fine arts, and a general knowledge of the state of manners, 
and the progress of science, in every period r>f cocicty. I lie 
fertility of his genius, and the extent of his information, have 

enàUed him to tntenperBe bis nartadve «iA n variety of In- 

d teresting 



KM 

tcresting digressions, and brilliant observations ^ and the most 
engaging work that has perhaps ever appeared, on a m^ttt of 
litemy imtaaj, » vtitten fay a natm of one couatty» Ift the 
•laiigaagtt of anodicr, on the affitti» of a thiid. ' 

ExcdU nt however as the work of Mr. Tenhove certainly is, 1 
have not derived £rom it any very important assistance i v/hich 
.«in be more readily ctedked, -whmit Is iindentood tbat it com 
«Bedca «idL the history òf the family of the Medici in remota 
JUitiquity^ and adverting to cTcry member of it, of whom any his- 
torical notices remain, was intended to be continued down to the 
present century. The intmai ot time which I have undertaken 
to iUttstzat^ exftending only to dw life of » Sndividiiat «bo éàtd 
ttt an early age, mmc oonseqneady ftimi a Mnall poiuoa jn a frairk 
jnaendod te embrace such an estent of time, yet not upon the 
.whole more voluminous than ray own, ITie character of Lorenzo 
15 inJcLtl linciy conceived, and faithfully drawn by Mr. Tenhove ; 
and his accomplishments are celebrated with a warmth of expres> 

non, which proves ùat the author was fuUy sensible of bis genius 
and his merits. But it was not consistent with the plan that be 

had adopted, to enter into those particular inquiries, and more 
minute discussions, which the duty of a professed biographer re- 
quires. From this circumstance, and the advanced state of my 
work, I was not induced to nnke any altmtion either in its 
axrangement or in the manner <^ its executbn. After havmg 
proceeded so far in the diaiacter of a simple relater of £Kts, it 
would indeed ill beoomc me to aim at the higlier onnnients of 
composition. 

ServOar ad imim 



Unwilling, 



xxvl 

UnwUllng, however, to possess such a treasure as the vo- 
lumet in question, widiottt enabfing my readas to «hare it nidi 
me m tome dqrree, I have frequently taken occasion, in the 
notes to the second volume, to cite the sentiments of Mr. Ten- 
ho%'e, on the subject of our mutual inquiry. I am aware, that 
by this conduct I am inducing a comparison by no means fa- 
vounbk to my own perfimnance) but faannag exeotted k ta 
the best of my ability, I have not been led by dmt connder- 
ation to suppress any thing which I thought might tend to 
authenticate or illustrate my work. The motives which have 
encouraged me to persevere in this undertaking, amidst nume- 
rous avocado!» and duties, which connect me with society by 
almost every tie, have been a hljgh admiration of the character 
of Loren20 de' Medici, the ni^ular pleasure «diich I ha\ c 
enjoyed in tracinp^ his history, and the earnest desire wliich I 
feel, to place him in that rank in the estimation of my couiury* 
men, to which he is so eminently entitled. 
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Florence has been remai kablc In modem history for 
the frequency and violence of its internal dissentions, and 
for the predilection of its inhabitants for every species of 
science, and every productum of art. Ifowevw diacocd* 
ant tlieae c haf ac tcritrini may appear, tiMy are not diH^ 
cult to reconcile : The same acdve qriiit tliat calb fordi 
die talents of individuals for die preservation of their l!ber« 
ties, and resists with unconquerable resolution whatever 
is supposed to infringe them, in the moments of domestic 
peace and security seeks with avidity other objects of em- 
ployment. The defence of freedom has always been found 
to expand and strengthen the mind ; and though the facul- 
ties of tlie liuman raee noj remain tfxpià for generationtt 
when once rouaed into action they can&qt,8peedily lulled 
again into inactivity and repctaw 
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CHAP. Of the rise of Florence Tittle can be traced with ccr- 
^' tainty, although much research has been employed on the 

oripu of subject. If we give credit to its historian Machiavelli {a) 
it derives its origin from the ancient and venerable city of 
Fiesole, whose walls yet remain at the distance of about 
three miles from Florence. The situation of Fiesole, on 
the summit of a steep hill, induced its inhabitants, many 
of whom were early devoted to commerce, to erect habi- 
tations for the convenience of traffic on the plain below, 
between the river Arno and the foot of the mountain. 
During the continuance of the Roman republic this infant 
establishment was reinforced hj colonists from Rome. The 
popular tradition of the place, countenanced by Lan- 
dino (3) and Verini (c), refers this event to the times of 

(■.I-IIIF.I ..I VI ■ ' I Mill MM II .III 

*io i {si Mm. JinnafUniuims.iti.lL. >t; f V f o*' •jlióotq a h t 

-bio J .jjjpj u g^d Fiorentine cancrem primordia gcntis»'^ 'Vii.Toi'j^ 
-ithb Jf'f: Hobilo SyUwJBin tempm in omne gcftiu ; i'J -y-' ^-ii Iiu. 
Hjt'Ì i' ** Syllwiiun fiCDus Romana stirpe colonos . .n'»W: o: T*. -> 
,„ A p^tribos nunquam dcgcnera»$c aii«.»» . . , / 

-Olii! ia tMdinut Ji UuJihu C,$mi. • '-i ' - ^nvT.I V.il 

••'Synamns prrnius fagiens asperrima monti» 
*V'> >J:ìj** Putgavit nostro» arte colonuta^os J nr. f 

L'lH "i f Acque Arnum recu» contraciis undiqufi Ijiaphij, - 

. , Obice dlaoipto compuJit ire via." , ^ * " 

-liJ. ..^ -j.'tJ.i. LanJ. Jt primor£u urks. • *' ' ' 

,;;ri;.if/.T:.n'-.TJ !>'''*: • UiM. v.'x.p. 167. • . 1. . 

b'jl.i< ! M Peliti Comhei SylJst dc marmore tcmplcm, ' -*'' " 

Mavorti posuere tuo»**) . . 'I'/.i; .ti O.' '.\ ili,'', 
Ugtliliui Vtrinui ii iUuttrati*M Urhil TivmUm, 
Fkr, i6j6, lib. i. /. 9. 
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the dictatorship of Sylla, whilst Polklano places k under CHAP, 
tlw Cfifuarvlr^ of Omaiviils, Aatonius, and Lepidus (a). . ^_Ì^ 

lift the fFequent imipdona of die nonltetii tudoos that 
subverted the Roman tmt, Florence fellowea the 6te of 
the roat of Italy j but about (he Tear loio it had acqiM 

some decree of strength and independence, which wa» 
first exerted in attacking and demolishing the place from 
which k sprung Fjcaole retains few traces of its for- 
mer importance j but its delightful situation and pure air 
«iS; xtnder il iu agreeable and healthy residence. 
' ' ' . . , .• 

For tome éeuMficft fiMrioM «o the coàimeiicement of 
pmeàiMàtìnyi the foramóit of Fkneoce had flào-. 

ttiated between an aristocratic and a popular fbtm. The 
discord and animosity that arose from this instability may 
well be conceived. When either of the contending fiio- 
tions had obtamct} the aacendeacy, the leaders of it soon 

disagreed 



(a) « Dcduxere igiturFloreiitiam coIoniamtriaiHTifi Caj"' Ci ffarnui dcindc 
" A ugusttji, Marcns Aatooim, «t Mntas LepiAw etiam pondftx nmkiiiM.** 
For many cnrims obscmtions and learadtconjcctumoa tlMOTl[gia«r Fiesole 

and Flortnce, v. PèJitia»i Bp. M i. Bp, 2. 

' » 

it) " Ast ubi SjilU^os iieJix concordia civet . 
" Altios emit, Fetoke toMre tcdiact» 

" Sub 'Mir pr^puli crevit numcr.:.',;i prrp^^o. 

" Urbi mimica, poteiu, vicinaque xnoeaibus oiim, 
" Martigea«>tttieriucfiiie»«An«iiegalMt. 

" Ac vrlnti q;inndnm Tctcres aazere Sabini 
'* £ub Tiatio Komam : tic orbs Fctulaoa relicto 
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CHAP, disagreed in the exercise of dieur |K>W6r ; tlid the weakd: 
party, attadung themselves to the body of die people, 
speedily efiècted a revolution. The freqiiency of ekctkig 
thdr mai^stntea, at the same time that it was favourable 
to the preservation of their liberties, fomented a contimial 
spirit of opposition and rcscntnncnt. A secret enmity, even 
in the most tranquil days of tlie republic, subsisted among 
the leaders of the different factions, and the slightest cir- 
cumstance, whether oi a ioreiga or domestic oature, was 
sufficient to kindle the latent spaxfc inte-an open flame. 
The contests between the GMMBni^ and t}i4e: Cuel^ (tf), 
and between die JBiamcbt and the N€ri{l), were entered 
into by die lloKentiQcs with an cagetiMSs beyond that of 
aAy odier people In Europe. . For a'g^ kiigth of time 

i" floBenoe: 

* » • - • * 

. . . - • .... ■ ^ - . . 

(a) This distinction began about the twelfth century. la l&t.diiKntioiu ■ 
kctwMn the pope aod the cmpeitir, tlw paitisMis of the ianatè wttt dato-' 
laiaated GtKlphs, and those of the imperial ftctlon GKfteliati i hat in vac- 
ceeding times these appellations conveyed other ideas* and the aane of 
Chwlplu was applied to those who, in any popular commotion^ espouted thè 
cause of the people, whUst that of Ghihellnes hccame sfnonymooi to die lycr- 
«M/// of the Romans, or Aristocrates. Ammirato» «jthoir. ^ ■ able to tf^ce 
the origia, patbeticalljr lameou the unhappy conteqaences of these distinctions 
to his country. Jtttria Fhmtbm, v. i. f, 55, 13a. But the particular cir- 
cumstiinrcs wliich introduced them into Florence are related at considerable 
length by Ncrli. Commntarii dt' fatti thtili di Firttace. Jugs. fjzS.f. a. (^e. 

(.^) For these factions Italy was indebted to the city of Pistoia, v h - 1 c 1 
agreement took piace between two young men of the family of C^iuccihcn, 
one cf whotn is called by Machiavelli, Gerì, and che oti>cr. Lore. In this 
content Geri reccivr-!! j tllirlir bir-v ;-nm hh rcljiion, who irrmiediately after- 
wards, at the cotnoiaikd ol his iuthcr Gugliclmu, went to the house of Ber» 
tuecto» the father of Gerì» tò apokigii e Ibr the offimce. BtfCnecio, exasperated 
at the iadljpitjr» ttbad th« jttcag aus, and with the «Mìrtance «f two of bit 



Digitized by Google 



5 

Vtorenee wai 'it cootìinial mx liitii httlf; and a aunu chap. 
ber cS citfieiis wider Ae name of Fitanuatif or ab- 
sentees, were constantly employed in attempting to regain 
their native residence, for which purpose they scrupled 
not, by all possible means, to excite the resentment of 
other powers against it. If their attempts proved success- 
ful, the weaker party left the city, till they in their turn 
. coidd expel tbcir conquerors. 

Theie diaidràntagée iveie howem «mfdy compcniai^ 

by die great degree of freedom enjoyed by the cdzqw of- 
norenpe» wlùch. had .the most favourable effectt on their 
character, and gave them a decided superiority over the in- 
habitants of the rest of Italy. The popular nature of the 
government, not subjected to the will of an individual, as 
In many of the surrounding states, nor restricted like that 
of Venice to a particular daw, waa a ccmatant incitement 
ts exmdon. Nor was it on the great IkmIj of the people 
«mty.that the good e&cts of this sfstem were apparent; 
even thoae who churned ib» privileges of ancestry fidt the 

advanta^ 



sematt, cradlf cutoff U* band «aafluniea'< Thit ttradou deed ramed 

the resentment of Guglielmo, mho took up arms to revenge the injury. Can- 
celUeri the common ancestor of tlie family bid two «ìtcs, from one of whom 
d«9ceiidedtbeliiieofGiiglidiiio, firomdte«d»iliat«f Bmoed^ One «f 
these wives *as named Bianca, whence that branch of their family and their 
adherents were named Biaacbi, and their oppoofiDU, by way of diniacticuit 
obtdned tlic nane «f Mri. The«hakdt]reipoiucddieput€f<Nie«rodier 
of these factions, and the contagion soon spread to Florence, \^'hei-e it re 
ceivied fresh vigour from the aa«ient disseiuioas of the Cmbi and the Dmuii, 
The qoarret diordy ttecMBe ciaetiifcd iriA poGtical enmity* sad die Bianchi 

were considered as ChibcUoMli tbc TSkd M Gvdpbt. Vt* Mtt, Fkr. 6^,10, 
Àmm. ht, fitr, v. i. f» 204» 
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CHAP. àd\rajitagéa of a fitaidiip, which prevcntsd their sinldog 

into indolence, and called upon them to siippnrt by their own 
talents the rank and influence which they liad derived iron^ 
those of their ancestors. "W here the business of govern-< 
ment is confined tu a few, the faculties of the many be* 
come torpid for want of exercise ; but in Florence, every 
ànaaea tnt eommlat with, and mig^t hope, at least, to 
{Mftake m the government; «nd bence wu dernred tliat 
spirit of industry, which in the piirviiit of wealdi, and Ae 
extension of «ónUBCKe, amidst all their intestine 
broils, so conspicuou8| and fo tuccessful (a). The fatiguet 
of public life, and the cares of mercantile iwocations, were 
alleviated at times by the study of literature or the specti- 
lations of philosophy. A rational and dignified employ- 
ment engaged ihoee moments of leisure not necessarily 
devoted to move importaat cencenui and the mind wm 

keltted 



(a) The beneficial «ibetaof their gotrenuneafwere oot onobsenred hj the 
llo«HitùWi,aadit«iKll 'idtvttdtoby' V<rin}. ' 

Scmperque aRqitid novitatis io ulie at 

StH'. r;imcn inciliimis majettas publicaj causaat 
I'rxchxis quomani tngeniis Flore&ttx farct, 
FMtiaoiqne Kbeas virtwi impeodit hoooBct* 

ElC r;nn ItnrnT ri'-cqnr tnJn';trt:t Tn.ii''»r 
Concessa est cuiqium, aostrom deuugmt m nrbcm j 
Ut magis eniteat vbta* aW pnnma pninpMs 
i^qitnriqiir sibi fcrt xgre prisca cnlonos 
>jQbiiit4s, oniurque trucis discordia belli} 
Fitqne mtaor cenimi patoinMia^ hamia tribatHh 
RcdJunt attonitam qui stemmate ful^et avito. 
Contra antem soler* et cedere nescius, instat 

RltnM^ MMIMN^ÌN apiimi BMlJtlW bOBOfN* * 

Fir^ A tftaf * KM» iS* 
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related xvlrh nut being debilitate^, and amused wlthont CHAE* 
beii>g depraved. The superiority which the tloreaóaes ^^^^ 
tiMS aet^ired mm ttaiv^satly acknoyrledged ; and they 
bcctUM Irimiriaias» the poets, ikt ónteci, and i3Ù 

The fiunily of the MetBci had for many ages been es- rmuirif 
teemed one ài the most ctmsldcrabk in the republic ; nor 
have there been wanting anchors who have derived its 
eminence from the age of Charlemagne : but it must be re- 
membered, that these geneniogies have been the production 
of subsequent tfiooes, when the elev^on of this &mily to 
die aaprtme cemniMMl- ift Uoreneè, made H neeeasary to 
iMgreiB on fhit vànài of-the people m ide* of ilt lUMiqaity 
a«d leflpecitMKty (a). ■ k a^pon &e^rever from isdiciitie 

numuments, 



(•) Ift«JM.cf tlv lUcewdi Sbrary at floitB«e» of wUA I luive èb> 

tained an ample extract, intitlej '* Origint e Jtictnjnz^ J<!la caia Je' MeJid," 
tfce origia of the family greatness is roinanticaU]r referred to Averardo de' 
Ifctfri, • «tmm t mU m vaiàet Cl te ii'fca>% i r , tih» fer lit ftìsm la «l à imi y li i g 

the gigantic plunderer Muglile, by whom the surrounJIog country w;is laid 
■waste, was honoured with the privilege of bearing for his arms six falitt or 
talb» as cbaractcristie of the Iran bdb thst hung from the mawcfliis fierce 

antnponist, the impression of which remained on his shield. Verini hid he- 
Éorc this accounted for the family name and .irmj by another hereditary talc. 

Est qui Bcbryaca Medices testetur ab urbe 

Asserat : hinc Mcdicls meruir cognoincQ h^bCfO 
Quod Medicus Tosci fuerit, sic ore venenum 
jXseraot patri»! factiqne iaa^goia pcwtec 

ytr. dt iUittt. Urbit, iti. iiì. 

b leqinvcd foae iafcaii^ to i&validaxe lo itraiig a preromption of the 
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CHAP, monuments, that many Individuals of this family had big- 
^' nalized themselves on important occa^ons. Giovanni de' 
Media (a) in the year tridi a body of only one 

Imndrad Hcnentìnes, fi>xc«d his way duouf^ die Milaaeie 
aimy, then heàtgtag the fortren of Scafperia, and enteied 
die place with the Iom of twenty lives. 

aih«É»4c Salvestro de* Medici acquired great reputation by his 

**** temperate, but firm resistance of the tyranny of the no- 
bles {b)y who, in order to secure their power, accused those 
who opposed , them of.beioig attached . to the party of ihe 
Q^Miics,; then III. ripeit^ od^in The per* 

aon» •e.^acoued wffe. vaA fo.j^ ad ^im w hed, ammmiti, and 
by that, «ict weie excluded from all offices of govamnntt. 
"^nùs t^iìliom was at length carried to such an extreme, as 
to become insufferable. In the year 1379, Salvestro, being 
chosen chief magistrate, exerted his power in reforming 
this abuse ; which was not however effected without a 
violent commotion, in which several of the nobility lost 
tbeir iiyea. „ After die death 0$" Salvestro, his son, Veil dc 
Medici^ continued to hold a high nunk hi the republic, and, 
like the ^lest of this ftdnjly,' was always in great fiivoor 
wi^'"tihe^popuIace*. .' / .... 

., rv. ■ •. The 



uwieutfvmiljproftaaiao» «sarisafiaintheiiaiiKor JiA^wd tkédxpiOi 
borne as ibeir device* 

(«} Amm. lit. Fitr, U^^i. ' ' 

(i) ««K> «!/« di Stkmtn MUM. /ftr. 1580. JÉtm. htJ Kit, ii. 
716,717, 
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The person, hoiveirer, who may be said to have Uud CM A p* 
the foundation of that gifeatness which his posterity en* ^^^a 
joyed for several ages, was Giovanni de* Medici, the great ciovamadD* 
grandr thf I ( f Lorenzo, the subject of our present his- """^ 
tory By a strict attention to commerce, he acquired 
immense wealth ; by his afiabitity, modcnitlon, ami libe- 
rality, he ensured the confidence and esteem of his fellow- 
citizens. Without seeking after the oiBces of the republic, 
he was honoured with them all. The maxims, which, uni- 
formly punued, raised the house of Media to thè splendor 
which it afterwards enjoyed, aie to be found In the charge 
given by this ven<^able old man on hb death-bed to his 
two sons, Cosmo and Lorenzo (^) ; " t feel" said 1m, 
•* tbiU I bave Uved the time prescribed me. I die content; 
leaving you^ my sons^ in ojjiuence and in health, and in 
such a station, that whilst you follow my example, you 
may lii'e in your nati\>e place, honoured and respected. 
Notbmg affords me more pleasure^ than the rcjlection that 

«MM&fcT htu mt given ej^enu I» any one ; hut that^ w 
tìbe amtrary^ 1 bave emieawmnd to serve aU fersmu to the 
best nyf MUtìes, I admse to do the sme» WUb 
respeet to tbe hmours of the siate^ ^ you vmM Bve tmtb 
sectfritft aea^ omly stub as are bestowed on you by tbe 

iaufs^ 



(«) G i oy ma i naccpie nel 1360, ebbe per moglie Piccarda di Naimino di 
Odonrdo Bueri nel 1386. Fu principe nell.i republics Fiorcndna, Ambascia- 
tore al Papa, a I>adi»lao, c a Vencgia. Mori il di 20 di Fcbrajo del 1428. 

VO&»I. a 
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CHAP. lavDs^ and the favour of your fsUow-àttzens ; for it is 
the exerdte of that power which is obtained by violence^ 
«md not of th^ vaèkh is whmtanlj given^ fèàt occanous 
batted and auKeutioMJ* He died ia the year 1418» leaving 
two sons, Ck)8mo, bom in the year 1389, and Lofcnza In 
1 394 {<;), from the latter of whom is derived the collateral 
branch of the family, that in the beginning of the sixlcendi 
century obtaiaetl the absolute sovereigaty of Tu&cany (^). 

Even in the iife-timc of his father, Cosmo had engaged 
himself deeply, not only in the extensive commerce by 
which the family had acquired its wealth, but in the 
weightier cooeeraa of govenuneiit Sodi wat hb author 



Origitt* t Jeittudtnsuif M8» 

(i) At the instance of the two brothers, Donatello the sculptor ererttt! 
ajnonument to the memory of their (kthcr Giovaoai de' Medici» aiul thtttr. 
mother Picarda, which jret remùns in the church of 8* iMWaiO-at HoKOCfWi 
on one tide of which is the folbwing iaicriptiaini 

** Si merita in palrlam, ii gloria, sangnis ct omniy, 
'* Larga manus, nigra libera morte forent, 

" Auxiliam miseris, portti'; ct aura suis, 
** Omnia sed qoaodo snperantur morte, JtbAiuut 

** £rgo sencx mtrret, jurenis, pticr, omnis etCtlt 
Orba parente sno patria moesla gemit." 

. 04 tlw. other, side:. i. - 

*' Gutam «c LflSHOiliiMtJle'Medicis, vtro daritdmo. Johmd Aventi 

(ìlio ct Piccarda: Adovardi fills: cariisimls pnrtntibas hoc scpttlcnua facien- 

" dum curaruxu. Obiic autcm Johannes x. KaL Martii. mccccxxvuu Pic- 
** carda vero sin. KaL Mail quinqnouio pott e vita nigniTit/* 



Conno de» 
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lity and zeputadon, that in iht yw 1414, when BalthaMur C B A p. 
CoMa, who had been éotteà jpopc^ and had asMimed th« 

name of John XXIII. was summoned to attend the council 
of Constance, he chose to be accompanied by Cosmo de* 
Medici, amongst other men of eminence, whose charac- 
ters might countenance his cause. By this council, which 
continued nearly four years, Balthasar was deprived of his 
poodfical dignity, and Otto -Colonna» who took the nMOe 
of Mania V. was elected pope. Divested of his audioritf, 
and pursued by hia numerous idvenaries, Balthasar ct^ 
desTCured to save'luaisaif by flight. Cosmo did not desert 
in adversity the man to whom he had attached himself in 
prosperity. At the evpencc of a laree sum of money, he 
redeemed him iirotn the hands of the duke of Bavaria, who 
had seized upon his person ; and aitcrwards gave him an 
hospitable shelter at Florence during the remainder of bis 
^ Nor did ibe suooesifol pontiff tescat the kindness 
shewn to Us mal; on the eootnrf, he soon Afkerwards 
paid a public visit to Florence» where, on die fimnal sob- 
misNon of Balthasar, and at the request of the Medici, he 
created him a cardinal, with the privilege of taking the first 
place in the sacred college. The new-made cardinal did not 
long survive this honour. He died in the year 14 19 (<^), 
and it was supposed, that the Medici at his death possessed 
themselves of immense riches, which he had acquired 
during his pontificate {ò). Tliis notion was afterwards eo- 

ooiirsged. 



(i) ** Si crede che Cosmo de' Medici, del danaro di BaUunre acctVMCMe 
** ianodo It rae facoltà cbe fù poi tenuto il più ricco uttadino £ Fiorensai *azt 

B a 
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CHAP, couraged, for malevolent purposes, by thote who well 

^^^^ Icnevv its falsehood [a). The true source of the wealth of 
the Medici, was their superior talents and application to 
commerce : for the property of the cardinal was scarcely 
sufficient to discharge his legacies and his debts. 

After the death of Giovanni de' Medici, .Goamo 8Up-» 
ported and incieawd the ftmily digiuty. W» coaàaxt waa 
Uttifonnly marked by urbanity and Idndneaa u> the supe^ 
^ xior ranks of his fellow-citizens, and by a con<!tant atten- 
tion to the interests and the wants of the lower class, 
whom he relieved with unbounded generosity. By these 
means he acquired numerous, and zealous partlzans, of 
every denominaiiuu ^ but iic rather considered them as 
pledges for the coatisuaoce of tlie power he possessed, 
than as instruments to be employed in extending it to the 
ruin and snbjngadon of the state. No fimify" say» 
Yoitah^e, " ever oòtmned itr power 40 jutt u title (4).** 

^_ ■■ : ■ 

'* che in Italia, e fuori d'Iuli.i fusse." Pìatina ìmnAmStLtrtiMV. But Uus 
talc is confuted by Ammirato, who has citcJ the testnment of B.ilihai.ir, by 
which it appears that he was doubttal whether h.\% property woaM extend to 
pqr tbe l^tacin be:]iad beqimdied. To the ikarflfatijiaàft tlie Bapdit be 
gma.Ji^gitff llMMnir, wUd he bad kog carried sco-dy niTonc his person* 

AmJB. lit. t'ler. z. 1047. 

(«) The malice and virolence of FUelfo led him to accuse (he Medici of 
feaving poitoDcd Bdctanr* in order to cbaub powciiion of hii property ; Ime 
this is sufficiently refuted by the slightest ac<]Uaintunce with the characters of 
the accuser and the accused, to say nothing of the irrefragable tesdmony of 
BaWiiwrt «31 above nftncd to, of triiidt<Hi»raaaide*|ilMBciinuaaeof 
the croMees* 

H) Eutiurh ilmmtt Sec. «A Q. «8s* 4M. Gm. 
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The audioiity- wMch Cosmo and hit descendants exer- chap. 
.cised in Florence, during the fifteen(h century, was of a _ „. 
▼ery peculiar nature j and consisted ratfier in a tacit ioflu- 
enee on their part, and a voluntai:y acquiescence on that of *••*«• «f»»" 
the people, than in any prescribed or definite compact be- 
tween them. The form of government was ostensibly a 
republic, and was directed by a council of ten citizens, 
and a chief executive officer called the Gonfaloniere^ or 
Standard bearer, who was chosen every two months. Un- 
der diis estaUishment the citizens imagined they enjoyed 
the fìlli exerdse of thór lihetties; but such waa the 
power of die Medici, that they geaerally either assumetl 
tt> diemsdves the first offices of die state, or nominated 
such persons as they thought proper to those employ- 
ments. In this, however, they paid great respect to popular 
opinion. That opposition of interests so generally appa- 
rent between the people and their rulers, was at this time 
scarcely perceived at Florence, where superior qualifications 
and industry were the smeat recommendadoiis to public 
audiority and favour. Convinced of die benefits conatandy 
leeeived from this fiunily, and satisfied tbitt they could at 
any time irididfaw themsdvea lirom a conneidon that 
exacted no engagements, and required nnly a temporary 
acquiescence, the Florentines considered the Medici as the 
fathers, and not as the rulers of the republic. On the other 
hand, the chiefs of this house, by appearing rather to decline 
than to court the honours bestowed on them, and by a 
ùngular moderadon in the use of them when obtained, 
were eaxefiil to mmntain the cluiacta di «mpie dtizena 
of Florence, and servanta of the state. An interchange of 

^ reciprocal 
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CHAP, reciprocal gpod offices wa« tht only tie by which the 
- }' Florentines and the Medici were bound, and perhaps the 
long continuance of this connexion may be attributed to 
the very circumstance of its beinp in the power of ^ther 
of the parties* at any time, to have dissolved it. 

cmmoi^itj But the prudence and moderatioa of Cosmo, though 
MdiaiiriMMi. ^j^^ soothed the jealous apprehentioos of die Florentines, 
coutd not at all thnes repress the ambitious designs of 
those who wished to possess or to share his authority, 
'433* In the year 1433 {a) Rinaldo de' Albizt, at the head of a 
powerful party, carried the appointment of the magistracy. 
At that time Cosmo had withdrawn to his seat at Mugello, 
where he had remained some months, in order to avoid the 
disturbances that lie saw were likely to ensue {if) ; but at 
the request of bis friends be returned to Florence, where 
h« was led to ««pect that an uiUon of the di&vent paxdes 
would he (rflTcQted» so as to preserve the peace of the city, 
Ii)L :thU ezptetation he w«a ifaowever (Ussppoimad. No 
Mfv.^ sooaer 



(ii) Jauii. lit. Ftaj\ 2. to88. 

(i) For some time before the close of the 14th century, it bi:i.:iinc :i cus- 
tomttBOfl^C tilt chiefs of this family, to keep ])riv.uc mciiioi ÌdIs a( ihc cir« 
cum«t:inces attending it. These memorials, or Ricordi, w ere hegim liy Filipnn 
de' Mcdtci, who in the year 1373 entered, in a book yet extant, and iutitied 
*' Nuitut dilla famìglia dt* MtJUi" some tiiii>rir..!i ioq Nipccting its wealth* 
population, and rcspcctahility. {jiff enJix.y.n 1.) Coimo contiiiiit J tlic prac- 
tice, and In particular has left a very luiiiiuc actoual of the circamstance* at- 
ttadiSK his banithonent and rctorn, which greatly differs in niuny respect* 
from the narrative of MachiuvcIH. fJ;;>eiiJ,x, Nn. IT .) The Ricordi of Lo- 
renzo also remain, and afford niucii iudispucabic intormation on the principal 
CTcnts of tm life. 
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sooner did he make his appearance in the palace, where his C ii A p. 
presence had been requested, on pretence of his being in- — ' m, 
tended to «bare m die adminiatratioir of the repubtic, dian be 
vmt adzed upon hj hi« advenaries, and committed to the 
■ caatodyc^ Federigo MalaTolti. He remuned in tbb attui* 
tion for aeveral days, in constant apprehension of some 
"violence being; offered to his person ; but he still more 
dreaded that the malice of his enemies miglit attempt his 
life by poison. During four days, a small portion of bread 
was the only food which he thought proper to take. 

The genevosity of his huptr at length rdieved hinrfrooi 

this state of anxiety. In order to induce him to take his 
food with confidence, Malavolti partook of it with him (a). 
In the mean time, his brother Lorenzo, nnd his cousin 
A^'erardo, having raised a considerable body of men from 
Romagna and other ae^hbouring parts, and being joined 
by Niccolo Tolentino, the commander of the troops of the 
nrpwMki appraacfacd tomdt Roaeoce to hia relief ; but; 
the appaeheBMont that in caae tfac7 icaoated to open vio* 
kno^. ^ life «iC Goamo ought be endangend, induced 

tfaeaa 



(«) The address of Malavolti to Cosmo oa tliis occatioa, as related by 
Ifachiavdli* ii foU of kixidnc&t and humaoicj* *' Tu dubiti Conino di non 
*» eucre avvelenato, et fai te morire di fame, e poco hooore ài ite, credeado 
** ch'io Toltisi tener le tnam ìinna timile seeleracesuu Io non credi che tu 
" babbi à perdere la vita, tanti amici hai in palagio, et fuori ; ma quando pure 
** sveni a perderiai «vi ikaro che pigliacaano «lui tnqdt che ucar .ne» per 
aabiami'cartifais -perche io DoirvògNb brattarmi le naai fid sutgoe d* 
«kaMb naasmuM tao dmitfL w» cAaritfti mai." dee. 

M0ft Ili' fittm IA% ir. 



Digitized by Google 



CHAP, them to abandon their enterprise. At length Rinaldo and 
^' hu adherents obtained a decree of the txagantaej againat 
the Medici and their fiìends» by which Goamo wa§ ba* 
nished to Padua for ten years, Lorenzo to Venice, for five 

years, and several of tlicir relations and adherents were 
involved in a similar punishment. Cosmo would gladly 
have left the city pursuant to his sentence, but his enemies 
thought it more advisable to retain him till they had esta- 
blished thdr audiority | and they frequently gave liim to 
understand that if his friends raised any opposition to thdr 
measures, his Ufe should answer it. He also suspected that 
another reason for his detention was to ruin him in his 
credit and circumstances ; his mercantile concerns bdng 
then greatly extended. As soon as these disturbances were 
known, several of the stales of Italy interfered in his be- 
half. Three ambassadors arrived from Venice, who pro- 
posed to take liiiu under tlieir protection, and to engage 
that he should strictly tobmit to the sentence imposed on 
him. The Marqms of Ferrara also gave a similar proof of 
hb attachment. Thm^ their interposition was not im- 
mediatdy successful, it was of great importance to Cosmo, 
and secured him from the attempts of those who aimed at 
his life. After a confinement of near a month, some of 
his friends, finding in his adversaries a disposition to gen- 
tler me:isures, took occasion to forward his cause by the 
timely application of a sum of money to Bernardo Guadagni 
the Goi^domere, and to MariottoBaldoriiMtti, two of the 
creatines dt Rinaldo. This measnre was suocess&l. He 
was privately taken from hb confinement by mght» and 
led out <^ Florence. For thit piece of tervice Guadagni 

received 
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«eceived one thousand florins, and Baldovinetti eight hun- Chap. 
dfèd. " Tbey wirt'poor soult" says Cosmo in hb Ricordi; ^bses 
" Jòr if money bad hem tbàr e^eetf they might bòve bad ten 
thousand, or sserv, to batte Jirud me from the pef^t ^ saeb a 
titmUion {fiY* 

r 

From Florence, Cosmo proceeded nniricduiccly towards Uaiivmdto 
Venice, aud at every place through which he passed, ex- ""'^■•^''•'••^ 
pefienced th« most ^tering attention, and tto Wftrmest 
eacpressioas «riT r^g^vd* , On his approach to ^at city he was 
met i)7 Us brother Lorenzo, and .many of his ineadi^ 
and was received by the senate mih «udì honours as aire 
bestowed by that stately repubUp, only on persons of the 
highest quality and distinction. After a short st;\v there, 
he went to Padua, the place prescribed for his banishment j 
but on an application to the Florentine state, by Andrea 
i}uuato the Venetian ainbassadur, he was permitted to 
reside <m any part of die Venetian terriliones, but not to 
approach ivitliin the distance <^ one hundred and seventy 
mUcs £rom Florence. The ailectionate reception which he 

had 



(«) MachiaTcUi ascribes the libecaiion of Cot mo to the !nt«tfertoce «ad 
anbtance of Fargonaccio, s bufToon, «bo was admitted by Malavotti to vtsic 

Cosmo during Iiis coiitiiitmcnt, and was employed by htm in ncg(;li:ui:i^ \\ iih 
the chiefs of the opposiu factioa for his deliverance. VartlliU has ornamented 
the mne story» accordinfr to bb manner, -with an infinite nnmlxr of partica> 

Ian. To judge from bis n.irr.itivc, this uulJior miglit noi oaly have been a con- 
testporary» but iatmsted with the most secret transactions of the negotiacioot 
and the confidant of the mot prii»atg ttea^mof diepartfes coneerped. Fat, 

Mtm, it Fior. p. y, &c. In the narrative ihit I have {^iven I have thought proper 
to discard these dubious accounts, and to adhere to the .authentic relation of ' 
CoaMbiotdft wbo aJtcitstttiio ■odtdrciiinitnwfi', baton the coatwcy cat* 
pKidT ttttea bf wiMW «snituice nancy «M 

VOL* 1. C 
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CHAP. M met with Venice iodiicedliim te fix bit aMetli^ 
, ^' until a change of civeumatancc» flIiaiiU reMove lum to hi» 
iiAlive countiy* 

Amongst t^e several learned and ini^enious men tiiat 
accompanied Cosmo in his banishment, or resorted to him 
during his stay at Venice, was Michellozzo Michellozzi, 
a Florentine sculptor and architect, whom Ck)sino em- 
ployed in making models and drawings of the most re* 
marioUe buildings in VenSce, and also io fisnning a libniy 
In die monastery of St. George vrbich he enncbed 
with auny Suable manuscript, and left as an bonouiable 
monument of his gratitude, to a place that had aflbfded him 
so Idnd an a^lum in bis adversity (6), 

During his requie nee at Venice, Cosmo also received 
frequent visits from Ambrogio Traversari, a learned mnnk 
of CamaldoU near Florence (c), and afterwards superior 

of 



(«) t^éumi ¥iu di' Hum, mLuf, fjp. JV. Fkr, ifM. 

{B) This library existed ti!! the year 1614, when in consequence of tlie mo- 
nastery being rebuilt, it was destroyed, and the books it cont^ned we svppoKd 
to have peridwd. 

TtnAuOi, Suri* diBm Limrmtmrm ItéttùmM, vd. vi. /mi./, lot* 

(() Ambrogio was born ;r. 13''), anJ was a native of Forlì, but is usually 
ranked amongst the eminent men of Florence, where he was educated and where 
be principally lerfded. ** InFretiaelwndfiicAKitoAaibRgbt InRrenst 
" vestì l'abito monaca.Ic : In Firenze riposano le sne osai C pcii la tat ^Val 
" modo paò Fiorentino appellarsi." Zn». DiutrtMìtm Fttslmit ^mL L /• 75. 80 
empiete wn M» fawwledife of Ae Greek langtiage, that ia the cooadl of Ho. 
ftoM he Ktedaaiaicrpreter between the ItaliaasaxtdthcGfeèkt. Hìstrsmlttioo 

3 
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of the monastery at that place. Though chiefly confined 
within the limits of a cloister, Tràversari had, perhaps, 
the best pretensions to the character of a polite scliolar of 
any man of that age. From the letters of Traversari, now 
extant, we learn that Cosmo and his brother not only horc 
their misfortunes with firmness, but continued bo express 
on every occaidoa an inviolable attachment to their native 
plaoe {aj. 

The readinesi widi which Gotmo had given way to 

the temporary clamour raised against him, and the rdiio- ^^um. 

tance he had shewn to renew those bloody rencounters 
thar hnd so often disgraced the streets of Florence, gained 
him new iricnds. The utmost exertions of his antagonists 
could not long prevent the choice of such magistrates as 
were known to be attached to liie cause of the Medici ; 
and no iooner ifid diey enter on the execution of their 
office, Aan Ckwmo and hta brother were recaUed, and 
Rinaldo, with his adherenti, were con^dled to quit the 

city. 



of Diogenes Lacrtiut, fmcribod Urn to Conno de* M«£ci, and fine ptiated 
Venice, hj Nicolas Jenson, in 147$» has been tereral tiroes reprinted. Tra» 
ver^nri hax had the good fortune to meet with a biographer and annotator in 
the karaed Mehus, who has done justice to the subject, and made his life and 
tnidags the vehicle of much curious and useful informattoo* It It only to be 
regrftffd rh^t rhr. cTfrnsive and valuable work M not bcttcrwraofML jlmà, 
Tra-versaru L^:. £/. av. 2 /a. fler. 1759. 

(«) " Cosmos et I^orentlns, fratres, viri amicisnmi, valent optimè i m^g- 

" adftetaiapatriamsttBCiuiUammi^oTctaiMtanti;! quim nmea diiigant," 5c c 

7>«v. Mf. Hi. vili. Sf.iy 

OS 
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city. This event took place about the expiration of twelve 
months from the time of Cosmo's banishment [a)* 

_ jFxom this- dme the life of Goemo de* Me£d was an 
almost uninteiropted- series of proiperity. The tzanqilil- 
lity enjoyed by the republic* and the satis&cdon and peace of 

mind which he experienced in the esteem and confidence of 
his fellow-citizens, enabled him to indulge his natural pro- 
pensity to the promotion of science, and the encourage- 
ment of learned men. The study of the Greek language 
had been introduced into Italy, principally by the exer- 
tions of the éelebrated Boccaccio ^^), towards^ the latter 
partcif't^ii preceding century, but on the /deattii, <^ that 
gié^i ^ptitfiotet V letters it agahi M into neglécL ' Aftdr 
a short interval, another attempt was made t^ renve it by 
the intervention of Emanuel Chrysoloras, a noblé Gxéde» 
W]iOt during, the interval of his impoitant embassleir. taiu^t^ 

• 'i lo f;";-'!'^.-:? ■■ • t i -y:'; ' '.!-. '. -r - 'v; 
. r: : . • • / -, . ■ r\ , ; ^ , i ■ ■ • ' ; • 

. fit) The attachment of the populace to the Medici is strikingly described by 
Poggio. " Itaque indicia populi concioac, quanta alacritaie, Dii boni, quanta 
** exultationc, quanto gaudio» qvuto Studio^ edam ìnfirmonim coacnnus ctt 
ad Pahilium factus, omnium etatum, ordìnum, nationum ! Nemo non so- 
*' lum civem Wi led ne hominem quidem arbitrabatur, qui non buie causa in- 
** teresset, qui aan nànii, voce, vultus deniqae ac gestiu significatici favereC* 
** Existimab.int omncs non de tua, ted de publica salute sigi, 
** unius domo, scd de communi omnium causa certart^" , 

* • *" 

(i) BwcMcio il not atif entided to honoor «f having mtndnced ioto 

It ily the su:J)- of the Grct-k language, but of having preserved and restored 
what constitutes iu greaUst glory — ^The writings of Homer — Thus he boasu 
(if UsiBeritoricmlalMMUM ^ FniripiHrinlfnr tnimprri rpii r"'miii imìmiiiii]! 
" tibus Homcri libros, et alios quosdam graccos iu Hctruriam rcroCavi, «|.<)ua 
« nultis ante saculis afaierant, non rcdituri. Nec in Hetruriam tantum aed in 
** patiiam dedaii." Jbcr. Gnmbgi * Itmnm, vr, taf. 7. Sd* 1481. 
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that language at Florence and other dtiet of Italy, about • CHAP, 
the beginning of the fifteenth century. His disciples 
were numerous and respectable. Amongst others of no 
inconsiderable note, were Ambrogio Traversari, Leonardo LeaunioMid 
Bruni (a). Carlo Marsuppini (^), the two latter of whom c«**>«««^ 

were 



(.») The lif-' of tills L-mincnt scholar and promoter of science is profiled to 
his £////«/.r, published bjr Mchus in xvatt. 8«« Fitr. 1741.— Many particulars 
auif alsabt IbaDd ia, ùut DHtm. Ftu. ttm. He was born at Aresxo ia 
1370, ^' de honcstjs qnidem sed non admodum gcncrcik paremibns." For 
several years be was one of the secretaries of the Roman court, but aftcnrards 
fixed hit rendence at Floreacc, where he held aa office whldi had beco \amg 
enjoyed only liy men of the first character for learning and ,•l^^itie';, thnt of 
cecnitary to the republic. His history of Florence, written in Latin, was trans- 
lated iniQ Italian by Domato Aocìajiiolì, and-pabiished fa Venice 1476. Fior. 
1492. A consideratile n':1m^^e^ of his works yet remain in MS. amongst which 
are many traiulatious from the Greek. His Latin translation of the Epistles 
(|f Plate .is tatctibed to Cosmo de''Miedici» and as ^ dedkadon is lllnstrativc 
of his cli:ir.ictcr, nnd !ins nrt hithrrto been printed, I shall give it in the Ap- 
pendix, t'rom a MS. cojjy cf ilit hùccnth century. (Jfptndix, Ko. III.) 

(i) C;i;loMarsupptni the cider, succeeded hiscountrym.in Leonardo Bruni 
ia the office of secretary to the republic of Florence. Whilst he held this em- 
ployment, adrcumslance occurred in some degree unfavourable to his reputa- 
tion ':t? n scholar. On the emperor's .arrival at Florence, it wa^ the office of 
Carlo to address him in a Latin oration which he required two days to pre- 
pare* and by which he obtaiaed' no small share of applause : but jEneas Syl. 
vius, the secretary to the cmjwror, and who afterwards became Pope Fios 
the II. having replied in the came of the emperor, and made some rcquisidons 
to dK Florentines that demanded an extempore answer. Carlo requested dme 
to prepare himself, and could not be induced to proceed. The interview was 
therefore concluded by Gianozzo Manctti, who, by the specimen he gave of 
bis talents oo thn occasioni roM to great reputRtion amcng^ his coiiatiTinien* 

Weneed notheiitate in attribming this event rather to an natimely diffidence, 

dian to any want of talents in Carlo, as may Tic imli^ed, not only from the 
Mmeious sa£BrBges of his couatrymcn, but from liis o^^-n works, some of which 
yetsiimv<^altho«^fewh«vcuDdci:gQne tbeptess. He H however impioperly 



Digitized by Google 



22 

CHAP, were natives of Arezzo, from whence they took the name of 
Aretino, Poggio Bracciolini, Guarino Veronese, and Fran- 
cesco Filelfo, who, after the death of Chrysoloras in 141 5, 
strenuously vied with each other in the support of Grecian 
literature, and were successful enough to ke^ the flame 
alhr» tin k received new aid finran odier learned Gteeks» 
who were driven from Ckinstantiaople by the diead of 
the Turks, or by the total overthrow of the eastern 
empire. To these illustrious foreigners, as wdl as to 
the learned Italians, v.ho shortly became their successful 
rivals, even in the knowledge of their national history 
and language, Cosmo afforded the most liberal protection 
and support. Of this the numerous productions inscribed 
to his name, or devoted to his praise, are an ample tes- 
timony {a). In some of these he is commended for his 
attachment to bis country, his liberdity to his fiìends» 
his benevolence to all. He i« denominated die protector 

of 



placed hj foijias amciTig^t the writers of ^irnrv, i^.^/^^/fj/o Zma has fully sKc\m.' 
The numerous errors of tbc OliratiuniaHi in treating on the Litcruti of luJf 
Oiq^ cooperate » a perpetual caution to those who follow them in so hazard* 
ou» a track. Of his poetry, the only piece thut h.is hcrv\ priptci! i-; trrunl.aion 
of the Batrachomjromachia of Homer, first published at Parma m 1493, and 
afterwards at Fknaw hf Bemudo Zncdwtd tfit, iritk tUt diitidl io tin 
place of a title. 

" Accipe Maeonio cantatas carmiae nuuu» 
** Et fimucm no^ aalftve Alce mdi.** 

(«) To Cotmo de' Medici Argjropyios addressed his translation of several 
tramof Ariitodci Lapo CMtelCoachio Mi Ufeof TI»niiiW>flw from Fttitdi j 

and Benedetto Accolti, his dialnjjiie " de viris tllustnbus." A |^eat number 
1^ vffbitt learned works, imcribed to Cosmo^ remain ia the Lanrentiaa library» 
m4 M« iMrtknlatly died in te catalogne of Bandii^. /&n i774,lk«. 
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«f tìs» needy, the refuge of the oppmied, the cooAtaiit CHAP, 
palioii and support of leaxned uubbu loar imfe tbewn^* ^' 
layi PogglO'Ctf ), iwicft bmmuttiy and moderaihti m Sspenw^ 
the^fii ^ Jòrùme^ ito tb^ stem A bùvthm ntfAer ilk fv- 
fwn^ ^ your virtuet and meniti than ^needed èf her òemity. 
Devoted to ite atudy of ittters from your early jeors^ jtm 
have by your fxompU v'tvcn addith fiai splmdrr to science it' 
telf. Although involved in the ivet^hiier concerns of state^ 
and unable to devote a great part of your time to books^ yet 
you have found a constant satisjuciión in the society of 
tbose Uarmed men Aave ahuayt frequented your house»* 
ÌMk eaumen&iig die aien^of eauncàace disc distinguished 
die dtf of JFtorencè, Ravio l^mdo adren* in die fint 
iMtaiice to Cosmo de* Medid (H), ** A eUhtem, wbo^ 
vhtht be excels in wealth every other citizen of Europe ^ is 
rendered much more illsutrious by bis prudence^ bis bu- 
manity, bis liberality^ and what is more to our present pur^ 
pose^ by hit knowUdgt useful literature^ and particularly 
of history. 

That extreme avidity for the works of t}\c ancient R«««heiift«r 

, • "1 writioj* of 

wnters which distinguished the cariy part oi tiie liiieenth 
century, anncmnced the ucar approach of ii(iore enlightened 
dmes* Whatever were the causes that determined men of 
weahh and learning to exert diemsdves so strenuously in 
this pumu^ certain it is that their interference was of the 

highest 



(«) J%H 9ftrm, f, 3». £d. SmU. >5)S. 

{fii tinihiAi, '5tarfa éiBu lut, hd* v.ti. /. i. f. 17. 
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CHAP, highest importance to die Intacestt of poétecity ; and'tluit 
^^^^ if it had been mudi loogjeriddayéd, the loi»i'«^òtttd liave 
been in a great d«grM inqiinUe ; sùcbòf the iii«nt»éri{it8 

as Aen existed, of the ancient Greek àod RfMHiin- autjlt<m^ 
being '.inouldered away in obscure oorùers, a prey to 
oblivion and neglect. It was therefore a circumstance pr<v 
ductive of the happiest consequences, that the pursuits of 
the opulent were at this time directed rather towards the 
recovery of the works of the ancients, than to the encou- 
ragement, of contemporary merit i a fact that may «etve. 
in flcnne-^gree to account for the deaidrof «rij^nal Ikeraxy 
production* during this interval. Indnoedrby the kewarda 
diat invariably attended a suc(^S8fuI inqtury, thoae men' 
who.poBseMed any con^ideiàUile share of learnings devoted 
themselves to this occupation, and to such a degree of en- 
thusiasm was it cairied, that the discovery of an ancient ma- 
nuscript was regarded as aJUnost equivalent to the conquest- 
of a kingdom* 

The hiàtmy of the vidstttudet which the writings of 
the ancients have experienced, is tittle less than die hisCcwy 
of literature itself, which has flourished or declined in 
proportion as they have been esteemed or neglected. A 

full and accurate detail of these circumstances, whilst it 
would be highly interesting to the scholar, would discharge 
in some degree the debt of gratitude due to those who 
have devoted their labours and their fortunes to this import- 
ant service. In relinquishing an inquiry too extensive for 
the nature of the present work, it may here be allowed 
to advert to such remains of the ancient authors as were 
faroug^ to light during the period in question, by the 

munificence 
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iftttfiificenee «f Gpstao de* Medici, iUid die iiuliiitry o£ chap; 

those who $o eanieidj «seonded lus cndearoun. m^^m 

Of all the learned men of his tìme» Pog^o {a) seems Poi^ 
to have devoted liimself the most particularly to this em- 
ploymcnt, and his exertions were crowned with ample 
■*'-..- • • - success. 



ThUcztniordiAwy wiv>i wlHMVwrithigs (krow cooiidenibk ligiitQa 
flw Il}((6rf of t)te age, *ni -whoft Xdtui ttUe p k n sc & by it s untiKcted rimpliòty t 
Wa* boi-n in the ye:ir 1381, of Utc noble £imilf of Brauh&m, originally of 
Tlorcnce. and bavtng tpenc hic.jrqpUi io traveUing thtoi|g||i di&reat cooatriM 
of Eùrope, settfed at length at' Rome. He remained in tMs dtf as lecretarj 
ia (he service of tig^'i succws^ivc fx^pes, till he was invited to Florence in the 
year 1453» being then opvrards of seTeotj yean of 4gCt to sucefed Carlo 
Itannppinl as secretary to the republic^ Afier bis rerani to Plorence he 
began to write the hiitor}- of that state, but dying before he h»d broagbt 
it to a condauoa, 4t was afterwards compleated by his unfortunate soa 
Gtacopo. His ndmeroos worlti' hire beat several tim^ refniatvd { the matt 
general collection of them is that of Baiil, 1538. Of aU his productimis hb 
XtAcr Féttiùmm is the most singoiar. The gross iódecency of some of liit 
tabs taà only be, cqnalled by tbé fieedoni In whieh liir hdiidges Idmself re- 
ipetilnlg ,^ priesthood. It' is 4i4Bnih to coikcefre bow hp escaped in those 
timet the resattiaent of that order} bu^ we must remember that this work 
was produeed tn the' bditon of the ehurch» and 'was probably an amnsemeac 
fòr the learned leisure of prelates and of cardinals. In a short preface Faggttf 
capUias the irnotiTes that led him. 10 tbis^coypfosiboat and attcmpti ttf nam 
itt Ueentioamess. 

Alth(>ttgh Fog^o was an ecclesiastic, be had several children whom he 
i^aly acbiewledged. His firiend die cardinal of 8. Angelo having remon- 
strated with hrm on the irrcgnlirity of his conJuct, Poggio, in Tiis rcpl)-, ac- 
icnowledges his fault, but at the same time attempts 10 cxiiDguish the giare of 
it in the general blaxe of KccQtioitmes» that involved the age. .Hifteneroa 
this occaMC'ii afTorJs a itrikinR proof of the depravjty of the times. (PtU'it 
Hitt.dtv^ieiau Fcnmut, &c. f. 207. Ed. Par. 1723.) He afterwards 4ivested 
himself of hisdericid Aàraeiert andmairied a youaf and handsome wifti in! 
jnatifieadaa «f vhich'sMaswe he thot^ht k aeeccKuy to -write a treatiie,, 

VOL. 1. D. 
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CHASt soccni..: lìieràihber pf'mftiiuicri|i(h i&cd^i^ hf Uni 
^^mm in different pam of Europe,. dtH'ing the space lif near fifty 
yean, vrill remain a lasting proof of his perseverance, and 
of his sagacity in these pursuits "Whilst he attended the 
council of Constance in the year 141 5, He took an oppor- 
tunity of visitili the convent of S. Gallo, distant i'rom 
that city about twenty miles, where he had been informed 
that it was probable he might fiod some manuscripts of the 
ancient Roman nmters. In this place he had the happiness 
to diiiicOTer A ÓDmpleat copy of iQuintiiian, whose works 
i«d::lMdSbBe.^|ipeafed only in a mutilated and impeiftet state. 
At the same time he found tfat three first books, and 
^art of the fourth, of the Argonautics of Valerius Flaccus.i 
Some idea may be formed of the critical state of these 
works from the account that Poggio has left. Buried in 
tlie obscuritv of a d.nk and lonely tower, covered with 
filth and rubbish, their destruction seemed inevitable [a), 
Ò( ùiiS$ tonnate. '^acovecjr lie gavfe iittnediate notice tor 
Bis inicnd Iteonudo Aretino^ who, by xepretenting to: 
hink' the inpocttnce and udUty of his laboiimi stUnukted 
hian td fiesli czcrtkins. The letter addressed by JLecnurdo 
to Peig^o on this oceasioi»/is..fiiUr<of the highest commend- 
ations, and the most extravagant expressfons of joy (^). 
By his subsequent researches thxough. France and Ger- 

■ : ■ ' many,. 



^i^h'rh hi- intided " An urn sit wxtrittmia" andwbfch he addressed to Cosmo 
de' Medici, 'iìàiimftriaad disicrmioiiTet moahu, tliough it has not hitherto 
ben>plihted: "t/ami VIu^WtùA^ijì^èki - 

(a) " I. in bibllothcca Ut eorum dignitns postalabit, $cd iatetemmo quo. 
" dam ct obscuro carcere, fu&do sciKcet unlùs turri^^iio, ae viti^uidem. 
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m&nj, Pogg^ alto tecmnA éevenl of die oaidona of crap. 
Gcero {a). At that time qnty eight of this oomedleB of . ^' _ 
PUutut were known* The first compleat copy of ÙM 

author was brought to Rome at the instance of Fbg^O, 
by Nidiolas of Trares, a German monk, from whom 
k was purchased by the cardinal Giordano Orsini, who 
-^va? afterwards with great difficulty prevailed upon to 
suffer Poggio and his friends to copy it ; and cv^n. this 
favour would not have been granted without the warm 
Interference of Lorenzo, thè -lM<òther of Cosmo de* Medici 
illie monk had flattered the Italian acholara that he alao 
ppsseraed a copy of the work ef Aulya. GeUius» and of 
thè first book of Quintus Curtius ; but in this they were 
disappointed {i)» From a Latin elegy by Christoforo 
Landino, on the death of Poggio, we are fully authorized 
to conclude that he also first discovered the beauUful and 
philosophic poetn of I.ucrethas, that of Sillus Italicus, and 
the valuable woik oi Columella (t j ; and froni a memo- 
rial yet exisdug in the hand-writing of Angela Politiaiio, 
it appean that the poemi of' Statiué were brought into 
Italy by the came indefiitiigahlft invenigaCor, In the opi- 
nion of Politiano these poema wen indeed inaccurate and 

• defective^ 

■ 1 ' ' ' ' Il IW I - I 11 ■ » 1 

- I. 

(r) **Qaincd«m, Qtveter^imerneRtmimtmenta'vIroraiD* 

' " ■ " Nec sincrct lurpcm rot ^ona Terre Mtnm, 
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CHAP, defective, yet ali the copies which he had seco were do* 
h — lived from this manuscrìpt («). ' • ' 

Poggio had once f<Hnned the fullest expectadmu of 
obtaining a copy of the Decades .of Livy, which a monk 
had asBUfed him he had seen in the CSste^ian monastery of 
Soia, comprized in two volnmcs in laxge Lombard charac* 
ten {0). He immediately wrote to a friend at Florence, rfr- 
questing him to prevail on Cosmo <le' Medici to direct his 
agent in that neighbourhood to. repair to the monastery, 

' ' . and 



" Illius erg" nuinu nobis, doctissime Rhetor» 
** Integer in Latitun, .^tó»</À«'i K<fis J "• 

<• JtaJici redeunt, usque legenda suit : 
** 2t lateat variorum culcus a^rQruin« 

•* Ip« Cd^iiffi* grlnide réportat opus « ' 

" Et te. Lucrili, longo posi tempore, tandiBBi 
, ■ . ■ *' CtTibos et Fatri« reddic habere tuae. 
' *' Tartaric petolt firatrem retrocare (end>f& 

■■ ' " Alterna Pollux dum statione mover ; ' . 

' " Coajugis ac rursos oigras subiutra la oinan ' • 

** Euridice tetpdeur fita canora col. 

" P*gZ'>^ at sospes nigra c caligine tantos 
M x>itcit obi xtcmom lux sit aperta viros." 

Land. EUg. aft Band, Sfte, Lit, Flrnr, <v*!. t. /. 93. . 

(«) " Incidi in eiemplar Statii Sii varami quod ex Gaiiu ta^iuj, galiic» 
*' «cripton nanot b Xcdiun adcalecat} a qop TideBcct vao» IkcK nendoio 
" depniTatoqtJe, et (ut arbitror) edam djwikBKlB!» TtBfin omea eodicct qoi 
" sunt ia nianibus emanaront." 

ril,^,»md, Cmì» M, Imt. Fkt.jtA Cti, 10. 

ifH ** Boo nmeTclindBa magna, obloag^ ficcfb Loag(ibar& la numaa* 

" terio de Sora ordinis Cisterclenslum prope Roschild, ad duo miltiaria 
** Uwtttooka» quo adiri potest a Luhich bidoo ampliiu. Cora cfgo ut Coip 
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and to purchase the work. Some dme afterwards Poggio C 
addressed himself to Leonello de' Este, marquie of Fenaia, 
on the same subject, but appaxendy wtthoat any great 
hopes of success (a). His attempts to recover the writ- 
ings of TacUus, were equally fruitless (j). After long 
inqnin', he was convinced that no copy of that author 
existed la Germany ; yet at the distance of nearly a cen- 
tury, the five books of his history^ were brought from 
thence to Rome, aud presented to Leo. X. in prosecu- 
tion of his faTouxke object, Poggio extended his researches 
into England, where he resided some time with the car- 
dinal bishop of Y^nchester ; and. from whence he 
transnutted to Italy the Bucolics of Qdphumius, and a 
part of the works c£ Fetronius 

The 



mm •eribat quamprimiun dUigealer ad dwrafdnm dt Buem, .ut ù opus 
** tic» ìftt co <e conièrat, imo oan^ao k confem ad MonaiteinóB» Ìma éE 
** h9C Ytrvm tttf tfiiUDphaadum cric de Dacis." 

P»^ii Ef. «/. T r0y. Ef. v. i. fritf'. f. 46. 

k 

(*) ^H'"' /• ^ 1 i- 

(^) Trttv. Ep. 1/. i. prirf. p. 47. 

(') Ft^gio gìvea a picture of the English nobility lomewlut difiierenc 
firom tbat of dte prmnc timea— ** Hot (Gallea) Britamii leqwutter* AngB 

" huJtc vocitati, qui nobilcs in civit-itibus morjri ipr, uri'i iac locd putaiit, rura, 
" sjlvis ac pascuit sccluia inhabitant ; nobiliorem cs censu jodicant ; rem 
** nutieaai caran^ vcndeuet lanam et armentoraflu fatns 1 aeqae turpe 
« criwimmr admisceri vgxmnxn rusticano." 

f^pm di SMUtmt, h O/. Baj. 1558. /. 6g, 

. {d) At kait theic b leaioft to caojeetan 10» from a paasage in « letter 
firom Pofpo to Mondo Kiecolii ** Iffittaa ai mm oro BveoUeam Odplnuraii 
** ct pardimcalam BetnoS qnu inni tfti ex MbaaW* tee* 




49 

The researches of Qiwiii^o y&ftftffi tif Gionniu 
^Sfngpfi, 9ad of Fn^omcQ Piliflfb wen djxtcted towafds 

another quarter. For the purpose of procuring ancient 
Jnanuscripts, and of acquiring a competent knowledge of 
the Greek language, they visited Constantinople and other 
parts of the ea&t, >vhere their perseverance was repaid 
v«mw. '^^ acquiskipa of many valuable works» Giiailao pn 
his rttum to Italy vas Àipwrecked, and vi|f<ntviiately 
for iiuif idf and die irodà^ lost hit treasures. So pun- 
gent was his ^pt£ upon this occasloo^ diat if we may 
believe the relation of one of his countrymen, his hair 
became suddenly white {h). Aurispa was more successful ; 
he arrived at Venice in the year 1423, with two hun- 
dred and thirty-eight njanuscripts, amongst which were 
f^i (be works of Flato, of Proclus, of Hotinus, of Lucian^ 
cf Zeoophon, thè histories of Arrian, of IH0» and of 
IKodonis Siculua, the geog^«|ihy of Strabo, the poems 
of Callimachu8| of l^ndar^ of Oppian, and tiiqse attri- 
buted to Orpheus, In one of his qtistles fo Tnrecpari, 
many other works are particularly enumerated, some of 
which are not at present known, and iuve most probably 

perished. 



Aurigi. 



of his pupil Janus Pinnonius, printed at Baiil bj Frobcniut, in 1518, and 
which are possessed of considerable merit. Guarioo was born in iiJOt mi 
«9» the bat native ItalMn irko paUielf tas|^ the Greek tongoe ia Itatf, 
is mor? cflrHrated as a preceptor than as an uuthor. Almost all the 
learned men ot titc ijtl^ century hare profited by h'n Ituiructiom, but his 
dkti^D if.conridacd bf Oortca ■■ Innh «ad ind^ant. 
' " Ctrt. b«m, dntiu fUn» I7J4a 

(I) ftadeo lfiOlSl^>t Scrittore Jtì prrrr.i nnni d':l ■secolo xvj. 
. • ■ ' . , 4S^. Itrai. itsria dilla Lttt, ital. v. vi, /. I. /. 89. 
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perished {a). The htgè «uAs of mbnty which Aurispa g a p. 
Had expended in purUba^ing so conddcaraitle « munbcr of ^. 
bookt, and the dutrgtt of cotav^yii^ tKem to Venloe, haA 
«xhauated hit finances^ and he wa» obliged tb apply' t9 

Tra versati to procure Idm tte ami of fifty fiorini tò re- 
lieve him from his emharrajssments. This wa* readily 
supplied by Cosmo de* Medici and his brother Lorenzo» 
to whom Aurispa expresses his obligations with great 
warmth, ami apparent sincerity 

KIdfe yna ìhwìt twenty yrats of agr when he tmdnv nuMte» 
tbok hia é^qpéditton to ConatMitibopIe^ where he tedtouned' ™^ 

about seven years, and married the daughter of thè noble 
and learned John Ghrys<^ofa9. In the year 1427 he re- 
turned to Italy with a great number of manusctipts which 
he had collected; and made a conspicuous fij^ure amongst 
the literati there during the chief part of the fifteenth cen- 
tury » having been successively engaged as professor of 
different hnncfaes of adence, at nuMt of dto unhenitieft 
and aeminariea of educadoa ihtoo^boiA diat country» 
Whfa aU Ina léarmng,. FQelfo had not aoquixed the art 
of controlling hia own temper, whidh waa in a high de- 
gree pittulant} suspicious, and arrogant. His whole life 
was passed in quarrels and dissensions. At some times- 
he narrowly escaped the public punishment due to his 

excesses^ 



(«) Attriif* Ep. in Epistdit Jmh. Tram. iib. xxiv. Rp. 53. 

{b) *' Volut ego Cosmo et Lannaatio pro MC.comm eiiga me bcneficiis gra- 
** lias afcrc in Epitfolis qoas sul en icrib(V sni nott potenm calamo prosequi 
nyitmw* aia oUìgarì vidaor* Quamobrcm id officiuin lingux tax rcJiqvi*" < 

4- 
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C li A p. essésseik; «t bilie», the ékeHa of tbe' pritàte Tnentftwiki 

«9^,4^. <^ &<^c whom he had ofiènded. He was ieveD.acciiled 
of having coospired against the life of Cosmo de' Medici» 
and of havinr entraged a Greek assassin to murder him. 
Their disagreement seems to have taken place during the 
exile of Cosmo at Venice. Amongst the letters of Filelfo 
there are some to Cosmo, in which he falls greatly short 
of the xéapect which he owed him for Iub patronage ; and 
wherein he tnvei^ with ranch tancour against Niccolo 
Niccoli and Cario Aretino, the pardcuhur iiriend* of 
Cosmo (^7). From «evenl of these letters he appears to 
have had firequent apprehensions of assassination; and 
even affects to accuse Cosmo of favouring the attempt (^), 
How much Cosmo was superior to such imputations, ap- 
peared in the moderation of his conduct, which at length 
overcame even the arrc^ance and resentment of Filelfo 

himself; 



(<t) Nicolaum Niculum nu!>!.i ; hie loquacior esc, ct levior ; ai Carolus 
Aretinus, nt est versuco occultoque in^enio* et co plane improbo, ita mihì 
maxime ìaimiciis. npiij Medi::- plLir'mum potest. And the character he 
giva of Cosmo ia a icticr lo ciic Cardiaui uf Bologna, dated 143Z, &uiH< 
cientlf iavidioatt." Cwmiiu quamquam ▼idetor Mnandsnmos mei, ejusmodi' 
*• tamen vinim cs^c nnimadverto q'.ii et simulct et dissimulet omnia. Estque 
^ .usque adeo taciturnus ut ne ab intimit quidcm familiaribus ac domeiòcis 
*| qa«$t intiUigi.'* fàìLJ^. 19. JV.. ijol. 

''■'''"■'a'"'- 

• (i) B7 a letter of ^Ife to Lapo Outdlioiidiio» which came to the »gbt 

(\r Ambrogio Travcfiari, it appeared that he expressed hlmiself In terms of 
resentment against both Traversari and Cosmo de' Medici. Traversar! up> 
brùded Um with bis dafdidt^, and Flielfo »t tempted to juadfy it by accusing 
Cosmo, in his l eply, of a design on bis life. " Dc Cosmi McJ'ccs in me animo 
" nihil est quod minus credam. Nam quam me sit exosus jam pridem czpcr» 
** '■ tea sum. Istiifs' Sa me benevoleBtiam Philipput «euf ni dedtrec— icuqiie de' 
'* rcf nucin.ino A gi Mii.T mihi posch.ic vtrbum nullum facito. Sicis ip.se veOC*" 
** nitqoe utatur. £go autcm ingcnio ct cilamo." ftU. £/. 26. 
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himielf s who lived to receive iimiimmble £iv(nm from him chap. 
and his deaceadantsi and died at Florence in the year 1 48 1 , ' — 
Ì& tiie eight7-<tlurd year of his age. 

The productions of Filelfo are very numerous, and ia 
dmost every branch of literature {a). His industry in col- 
lecting manuscripts was however of more indisputable 
service to the cause of learning. Of the particular works 
Jmni^t bf him into baly he has not left a very ezjdtcit ae* 
eonnt, but It appears that he had sent a conndetable miwoif 
her to his fiiend Leonardo Giustiniani at Venice, from 
irhom he found some difficulty ia obtaining them after his 
return. The letters of Fllelfo contain indeed innumerable 
complaints of the injustice of his friends, in withJiolding 
the books which he had lent for their use, or intrusted ta 
their care. Perhaps, say* Tiraboschi, they actetl upon the 
same principle as the enthusiasts of the darker ages,' who 
con^dered the stealing the reUcks of a saint, ao( as a theft, 
htti M a fsous and meritoiktiu act. Such wm the high 
^matkm In vrluài dicse wnicB were held, that a manuf 
loipc of the history of Livy, sent by Cosmo de' Medici 
to Alfonso king of Naples, with whom he was at vari- 
ance, conciliated the breach between them, and although 
the ldiig*s phyno^ inmnuated that the book was probably 

poisoned, 



(c) ATerjextMuiTt catalpgoe of them nuy be found in the DitMrt fuu 
of ApoitaloZeito. Tha dMacnrdr Filt^ is «cU given by Paolo Coiteti (Dt 
^tm* duth. p. jt.) : " Hubebat a natura ingenium vagooi» miUtJplcx, volatile. 
** Exstanc abeo «cripta* et poema ta, et orationes ( sed ut vita, sic erat in toto 
•* i^neve vSliiM* Ent'vndMBs mie scriptor, et ii, qui opes, qoain scribeniS 
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CHAP, poisoned, Alfonso disregarded dieir niqiieiont, and begaii 
with great pleaaure the perusal of the work^ 



Councilor In the year 1438 a general council was held hj Euge- 



Flotcnce. 



nius IV. at Ferrara, for the purpose of settling some con- 
tested points, both of doctrine and discipline, hetwcon 
the Greek and Roman churches, preparatory to their 
i^^S, proposed union ; but the plague having made its ap- 
pearance at that place, the council was in the following 
year transferred to Horence; On tiiis occasion, not only 
the pope and severd of hiè cardinals. Hat Greek patriarch 
and his inetropolttans, hut the enperor of the east, Jolm 
. Bdeokgus, attended in petaon* Shortly before their arri- 
val, Cosmo had been invested a second time with the office 
of Gonfalcmiere, and the reception thit he rive to these 
illuRtrious visitors, whilst it was highly honourable to his 
guests, was extremely gratifying to the citizens nf Florence, 
who were as remarkable for the mag^dikencc of their public 
whtbfd^na, as fisrthettf Adésràdòl^MdihigalHy in privMe 
Itfh. Ab the qtaesdoOa i^iblt M (hie eod&di HmM aéc 
admit of tiluimttinii fiwra iMaMiti^, tidd €XM ' mAf 
be àrgued from ttUtlkòrity, the lènger the diépMe coik» 
tinned, the more were the patdM at vairiance) hut the 
critical situation of the eastern enspire, th«n closely afc- 
tacked by the Turks, and the expectations which the 
emperor had formed of procuring succours from the 
pope, and from otiicr European princes, rccuncUcU what 
the ^rts of the tehoeihaen hid only aefved to perpieHk 
The proposed m^n accoviffingly took pUce; ànd th^ 
pope was .acknowledged by the whole aiaeinbly ae the 
JegMlaute successor of St Feter. Utile idfiitt^ «rtt 

5 -ihOIMyer 
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however derived by cither of the parties from this remark- CU AP» 

«ble transaction. The emperor was disappointed in his ex- 

p<ctations of support, and with respect to the supremacy of 

the Roman church over the Greek, the ecclesiastics of the 

latter refused to obey the decree ; and even many, who had 

been pteaeittuid àgned if at tihecounci}, publicly retncted 

itt Gonstantinople 

For the purpose of conducting these important debates, Rmwirf *• 
^eh of the parties had selected six disputants, eminent for rrty 
their rank and learning. Amongst those chosen on the 
part of the Greeks, was Gcmisthus Pletho, who was then 
at a very adv^t;ed period of a life which faad been devoted 
lo the- atttdy of the plalonk piiijDsophy [ù). ... ^9 àBasa. 9$ 
htt pnUié avocHdons aflSbcdcd him- ab c^ortuiù^, ho 
en^lojod lùmself in llie pn^ti^ation of his opinioas, whidi 
wm not only new to the scholars of Italy, but wevp 
greatly at variance with those doctrinea which had long 
obtained an uninterrupted ascendancy in all the public 
ichools and seminaries of learning. So powerful was the 
effect which the discourses of Gemisthus had upon Cosmo de* 
Medici, who was. his constant auditor, that he determined 
CO eatdrfidi «n aoidemy «t Flovence, Ibr the «ole pur- 



(a) A full and interesting account of the visit of the G reek emperor to 
Itafyt and of Che proceedings and comequcnces of thp couacU of Fienaoe» may 

1 

{k) Pletho, though living in 1439» had heea the preceptor cf Emanuel 
Chrysoloras, the great promoter of G: cciiin literature in Italy, wbQiit h«liow> 
CTcr loi^ turvived, having Jived to tlic extended age pf one hundred yaan. 

tMbitélGnnU HlmlrUiut p»tz, Ei^ Imi. 174a. 

B 2 
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CHAP, pose of cukivating this new and more elevated species of 
' philosophy. For this purpoie he ackcted Afiaxàlic» Ficioo» 
' the «on of hi* finrourite phTiicnn,, and denrincul hiny 

though very young, to be the «upfKNrt of hi» fiiture eit** 

blisliment. The education of Ficino was, a| he has hinif* 
self informed us, entirely directed to the new philoso- 
phy [lì). The doctrines and precepts of die Grecian sag^ 
were assiduously instilkJ into his infant mind, and as Tie 
increased in years, he applied himself to the study, not 
oi die works of Plato only, but also of those of Plotiaus, 
a diatingiuithed pronioter of the doctrinét'of that philo- 
sopher in Ih^ third eeatory. Nor were the eiqpectadooe 
wludi CoMiio had focaicd of Fieino disappointed. . The 
Florentine academy was some years afterwards estahlished 
with great crecBt, and wa& the first institution in Europe 
for the pursuit of science, detached from the scholastic 
method then universally adopted. It is true, the sub- 
lime and fanciful doctrines of Plato were almost as re- 
mote from the purposes of common life, and general uti- 




• ■ • ■ ' • •• • -I , . ■ r- ^: , ■ 

(a) Thn? he spealu of his ed^jcation in hi^ proctnc to his translation of the 
works of Plotiaus, addressed to JLorcnzo de' Medici : " Magnos Cosmos, sc> 
** aatnt comulto patrie pater, «{no tempofe eoacaiam inter gracM oeqne la« 
*• linos, sub Eujrenio pontifice, Florentii: traJabatur ; philosophum Grxctìm 
« aomtoe Gcmisthum, cognomine Plethoncm, quasi Flatooem altmua, de 
«« mysteriii ptatomcìtdùpotwitem&eqatnter aa^tit. EeuJ^tttKlcnreBl^ 
« vie afflatus est protiaus, sic animatos, ut inde acaJtmìam quaudam alta mente 
** conceperìt, banc opportuno primo tempore pariturusi Deiode com coocep- 
tma taRtnm mmgatM iOe Medicei qnodunodo pwtariret» ne, dectìnfiai Mc> 
«' dici sui filium, adh R ] CLnim ; u to operi dcstinarit," PUtini »f. Fkr, 
149Z. ftr Ant. MiiitmiHum mtiiiufin iitmftit Usmftii ikditis fatrm /rrvmttrù. 
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hty, as the dogmatic opinions of Aristotle : but the irrtro- CHAP, 
ductlon of the former was nevertheless of essential service ^^^^ 
tu tiie cause of free inquiry, and fiubstaotial knowledge. 
By dividiag llie.atlientioii of the learned, they deprived the 
doctrines of Aristòtte of that servile «eipect and veneratioa 
which had so loi^ beea paid to them i and by mtvoduciiig 
the diiciMsioa of new aubjects, they prepared the way for 
the pursuit of truths laoie properly withia the qpheie.cf thtf 
fannuui inteUect* 

Aa the natural disposition of Cosmo led him to take an eo*moeu». 

. UiilMllttlM. 

aetire part in collecting the remains of the ancient Greek RaOMUwy. 
and Roman writers, so he was enabled by his wealth, 
and his extensive mercantile intercourse with different 
parts of Europe, uxd of Asia, to gratify a 'passion of this * 
Idnd beyond any other individuaL To this end he laid ÌA> 
Junctions on all his friends and correspondents, as well ag 
on the misrionanes and preachers who travelled into the 
remotest countries, to search for and procure ancient manuk 
scripts, in every language, and on every subject {a). Be- 
sides the service» of Foggio and Traversaria Cosmo availed 

himself 



(«y '* The csanple of the Roman pontiff was pfcccded or imitated bjr a 

" riorttitmè' merchant, who p^ovemcd the republic w'thour ami}, anJ witlu ut 
*' a title. Cotip» BfjMcdìci was the faihcr of a line of princet,. whote name 
** and age are ^hnoit ijaonjmoac with the restoration of learning : tfit credit 
" was ennobled into fame ; his riches «ere Jc^Sic.itcil to the service nf ri:iu- 
** kind i lie comaponcted at once with Cairo and London, and a cargo of In- 
* diaaificea and Greek bo0k»wiR>dten imported io the ■anewedl'* 
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CHAP, himself of those of Cristoforo Buondeimonti, Antonio da 
I. 

— jMassa, Andrea de Rimino, and many others. The situa/- 

tiou of the eastern empire, tl^en <kdly falling into ruins by 
the Kpesied attadcs ùC-ùns TSìda^ uttatéeà hUn an oppoM 
mty of olitaiiunfg maaj. ineitiiiuibl« wulot in the Hcbimif, 
Gfeék, Caialdalc» AraUc». and Indian langnagM (^)* Kon 
these beginning s arose the celebfàtod library of the Medici; 
which, after having been the constant object of the aplici* 
tude of its founder, was after his death further enriched 
by the attention of his descendants, and particularly of his 
grandson Lorenzo; and after various vicissitudes of fortune, 
and frequent and considerable additions, has been preserved 
to the present times under the name of the ^iò^oUfég^ ìì^. 
Jueo-Lourmtiana, 

McMiomgeoli Amongst those who imitated the example of Cosmo 
f^*!^ de' Medici was Niccolo Niccoli, another citizen of Flo- 
s. Marco. rcncc, who devoted his whole time and fortune to tlie ac- 
quisition of ancient manuscripts; in this pursuit he iiad 
been eminently successful, having cdlected tpgether 
hundred Tolttmes of Óreek, Roman, and ^iental authors % 
a number in those times justly thought very oonttderablek 
Several c£ dwse works he had copied with great acci^ 
ìÉKy, and had- ^Ugeody employed himsetf- in c orr ec t i ng 
theic-defects and arranging the text in its proper order. In 
this rcspecT he is justly regarded by MehuR as the father of 
tUs species of criticism (^). He died in 1436. having by 

his 

(«) BamHai, iMtra ttffa i frimcif^ $ frtgrtui dkAi AlfiMfW 
Ftrmzt, 1773. 

(i) 1» ffmf» mi £/. ?Vw«. 50. 
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Us will directed that his library should be devoCed to the C H A P. 
nsc of the public, and appointed sixteen Curatore, among^ 
whom was Cosmo de' Medici. After his death it appeared 
that he was greatly in debt j and tliat hh liberal intentions 
were likely to be frustrated by the insolvency of his cir- 
cumstances. Cosmo therefore propeseti to his associates, 
that if they would resign to him the ri^lit of disposition of 
the boob, he would himself dischaige all the debts of 
NkcdOy to which thcf readily aicoedcd. Hxna^ thm oh« 
tained the sole directiim of the manuscripts, he deponted 
them for public usie, in the Dominican monastery of- 
S. Manro, at floience, which he had himself erected at 
an enormous expense {a). This coUectton was the found- 
ation 



(a) From tisc ftueral oration of Niccolo Niccoli, by Togglo, we )e:irn, tlmt 
the znost celebrated co i kcti ont that Jiad been fonsed tu Italy, before that of 
Niccolo, were thoee of Petrarci, of Lodevice Mirsino «n Aiig«dae aumlr,. 
of Boccaccio, and of Colucio Suiuuti. The first of these was sold and dis»- 
pcrscd after the de^itli of its pwseMMw Marsilic) and Sqccaccio bequeathed 
thdr coUeetiofi* to the library of th« Angustine moaasterf at P1orei>ce t , and 
ihac of Colucio, which alfno&t equalled in number the library of Niccolo, vra> 
fold hf hu duUcen after his death. To Niccolo NiccoK we must therefore 
attribttte the honour al- laving let dw fim ctanaipk of fiiMaingf Italy an. 
institution so fivourablc to the interests of leaniing, as a fuHiir liSrar^.-—" Id 
" egil vir egreginin doctbrum. Twompi amantisnnras, «jnod naQum mnltit. 
M imaea Kotyi iiwtMe, neqne menaotin fcowi— w «ondi, ■wjieC nllia liters. 
" prodidcrant. Rem s»ne statuit trrrporum omnium ac seculomra' laudlbus 
« cekbrandam. £x Ubrit, homo ue({«iaquan opuk*tus,.& rerum per» 
<* «epe inopi, npra octiMftBloa eodìoce, vmam Jabot m- M^Mk cowpa» 
rucrat, decrevit testameoto fieri per aatMCos puWic; m tiVilioUiceam, ad uti- 
** litaten hombum senipùMOaili. O {ff«(;jaKÌIciiuum wmuium qoem unquam 
•( cwidita mns et n ta i ie ri mn ii tt m mmum t ^pto a t)ai ni — n aKqWCin, antal« 

•* tenun, sed taro Grstcai, tuiT. latinrr.^ mn«:n.':, hn'y.i'. preciorii 

** nliquit hieredct." Ft^pm» imjàmt* iìtt. in tf . Mani» 277. 
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c H^AF. atbn of another, celdjcited fifanry m Eoreiifie» laumn bf 
the nameof the BiàUedkea Marcitma; yà&ùx it yet open 
lo the in8)pecdon of the )eanied, at the distance of duree 
ceataries (a). ' ' « 

la 



(d) TiiabCMcbi suspects tlmt the books collected bjr Cosmo and by Niccolo 
Niccoli, wcro imited together in the iSbmrj of S. ACano, and that LofcnzO 
^mt ttw fimof Idi finnSly wImb begta a edUeaiA «ader his eira roof. fSurh 
dtlla Lttu hiim W. vi. periti, f-g^-) But ample evidence remains of thf 
.establiihtneotof a domestic library t>y Cosmo. To say nothing of the authp» 
ritjr of the modem l^kwtni^e bibliographers, and psu-ticulnrly of Buulliix 
flMltm MfmiffiatljlftttD,), 1 may cito the explldt teitimony,<^ AibeiÀ 
Avogradi» a contcmponuy of CosoM^ who addre«««d to hin a jpoem in two 
books, intitJed, £>t nSghm V Hmgmficmlim iBiutrit Cuad ìùStft fhrnuini, 
yA&À has been puUiched by I. imi ( Delias Ermdit. t>. 12.), in which these 
two collections are dtftinctlf adverted to. Speaking in hi* first book of thf 
public buildiogi erected by OMmo» aod particxtlarly of ctw m o oMttry of 
S. Muro» he adds, 

* P^tceUas gravii ktc labor ntimerarc KbeUot 
** Quos duplici lingua biblwtheca tenet : 

*< Isu tenet mitru^ ecrrat pars akcn Gntctt, 

.. . ** Qiia potcfit qnot Mnc cnoaMfan fibra 2** 

But in his «ccond book, when he doHwibw tbc palace of CoHBo^ ]w C^^i 
tjatcs largely on hi» library. ' , , < . 

** Iste colit musas, colit hie quoque Terba coluta : ' ?' r 

*' O mirn 'm ttttit ètUi»titc0 im J : > ■: ■ 

** Ntmc legit alotoni spamim pia icripQ itarmitp ■ 
...v.. . ** Nunc .^{fwf/jM aacm notata pii. 7 ■. ■.. ' 

'• ■ Aut ea quae Cirir* ; Smctìt moralibos otqoe >• ; ' 

** Insodat, memori mente notanda notans* " 

< ■ : Interdum ae fws temper sua pcctora curie • : : ' 

** R^leMf adteniant dulcia scripta jubet, ■ 
w 2t qntode aeecdit AkM, vcl quando 7«M&w I 
. . ** Aut pritcis lectit saepe mofkraa legit, 
' 4* Atque novas laudat rouxa% iKNacBrtBina spectaoft- * 

Pici^ hab tf & c i tei hacaawiMUPiKtoe*'* 

I 

I 

« 
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fai tilt AXiìMigBnicfit of 'die fibmry iif <6» Miito^ Goi^ .C H^A f* 
■riM ksd pfocHiiéd the tstirtuìtift of Tonutso Cnhcdriii^ mhbibk 

<wbo drew up 4 scheiDe ifortlut putpose, and prepared a 
scientific catalogue of the books it contained. In selecting l'"^^^^^^ 
a coadjutor, the choice of Cosmo had fallen on an extraor- i»»v. 
dinary man. Thotigh Tomaso was the son of a poor phy- 
sician of Sarzana, and ranked only in the lower order q£ 
1ÙIZ clergy, he had the ambition to aim at possessing some 
« <p « d8M i ew «f 4tMt tusMNble fdkfci of 'mdsat ^iw. 
MSb Idmlflg éaéàlàrf ««9Ued Idol td ;gradfi|r 

Tsmuges of his àttMàtm. ik this .póimBC -ik ma 
quentlj induced to anticipate his scanty revenue, well 

■fcnowing, that the estimation in which he was held by his 
jfiriends, would preserve him from pecunia ry ditihcukies. 
"VWth the Grecie and Roman authors no otic was more in- 
«tinateiy acquaiiited, and as he wrote a very £iic hand, 
tlliefboBltt hfe P0MMMÌ 4«q<lM fiid<lii»oi|àl ^Àac -(nokJim 
•macf^miì libteevMàotn ^iàdk ^^èm^à'mtfMbomtà toimilie «a 

^ment, Tomaso was, in the &hort space of twdvè months, 
^raised from his humble iiKuitio& to libc chair of St. Pe- 
t&c (tf), and in eiglit yeaxs, dignég winch Jxme hé enjoyed 
the supreme dignity, by the name of Nicholas V. acquired 
A reputation that has increased with the increasing estima- 
tion of those studies which he so liberally fostered aodjpro» 

ì ,d nilvz ,i i-^-y. -vH ;r!.;:. vi:.- :: . —y_,tt tliM: Vi.ù-..; :.' .' I L:V't:. imtol 



(«) Mftt. Fttna dtvirit i&atrOiit, Fbr, 1745» 
VOL. I. P 



Digitized by Google 



+2 

CHAP, tween AvSgnoii and Rome, according ai die capnee of the 

.reigning pontiff chose eidier of those places for his resi- 
dence ; and it appears from the letters of Traversaria that 
scarcely any thing of value remained. Kicholns V. is 
therefore to be considered as the founder of the library 
of the Vatican. In the completion of this great dcsifrn, 
it is true, much was left to be performed by his succeed- 
ore; but Nidiolaa had befiwe Us death collected upwards 
•of' five thoiiaand ▼oliimea of Greek and Rmnaa authofi^ 
and had not mily expressed ItSs intiention <tf 'establidung a 
■libnory iior diettse of the Roman Court, but had also taken 
nieasoxes fiar eaixyiog such intention into eiecution (a). 

inwnriwioi Whilst the munificence of the rich, and the industry 
of the learned, were thus employed throughout Italy Iq 
preserving the remains oi die aucient authors, suine ut>« 
scure infinduals in » comer of Germany, had eonodm^ 
•and were silently bring^< to perfection, an inventaon, 
ivrhidi by ioieans equally efièctual and unexpected, secure 
-ed to the world the result df thdr labonn. This was the 
art of printing with moveable types ; a diacoyery gf which 
the beneficial effects have been increasing to the present 
day, and axe yet advancing with accelerated progress {ù), 
The 



{a) Trav. Ep. in pritf. p. 6j. 

f 

(^) Of the numerous authors who have minutely inquired iato the rise of 
-this oicfbl art, no one las lad gmter opportmiides of obtaining infumunko, 
or has pursued his inf;uir;e5 with more accuracy than Mr. Hcinckcn, t^ Iio hat 
clearly shewn, that the fabrication of cards for games of chance, was tirsc 
pfBCtncd in Gwnuii^, swt mi in vmt bdbic dw cbw of dw fimceraA rd* 
tury. Not long afterwards, the same art th:tt had at first been subservient to 
the amusement, was emplojcd to gratifj the superstition of the people, and it 
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The coincidence of this dIscOTcry with the qiirk of the CHAP, 
times in which it had birtli, was highly fortunate. Had ' 
it been made known at a much earlier period, it would 
have been disregarded, or forgotten, from the mere want 
of materials on which to exercise it; and had it been fur- 
ther postponed, it is probable, that notwithstanding the 
gOMcodtj of the lidi, and the. dli%eiioe. of the learned^ 
many ^rorks would have been totally lout, wiudi ase now 
justly repffded at the noUett manumenté of thè -fanman 
inteUeet : 

Nearly the same period of time that gave the world 
this important discovery, saw tlic destruction of the Ro- 
man empire in the cast. In the year 1453 the city of 
Constantinople was captured by the Turks, under the 
commtùòd'ofMaKóme^ II, after a vleonn» ddEence ot ÌÈàf- 
Mtfec éspi . The eooowiRgemett- wUdi had'httaifibi^ 
fb Ù^^iiètlk yiofyéàon if 'H^veiicej; imd the' charkcter of 
Cosmo de' Meidict;^ ^ promoter of letters, induced JOMfayi 
learned Greeks to seek a shelter in that city, where Ùiey' 
Atet with a /w^s^^jine.ii^ An^ongst 

L,.. . :l ' ■ - ■r cl - : ■ ••■ ' • ' ' - .thcift 

became uraal to cut upon blocks of wood the figaircs of saints, with inscrip- 
tiom. Mr. Heinckcn has cited an indisputable specimen of the latter, so 
the yciT 1423. These inscriptions gave the first idea of printing with 
tablets of wood, which are well known to have Ice! tTic way to the invention of 
moveable types. The first book printed with such types was a copy of the 
biUe, which made I;? appearance between the years 1450 and 14^2. Tlits 
discovery is cen.iirJy to be atlribut.cJ to titc Gcnn.tri';, Nvliithtr it consisted in 
priming with blocks of wood, oi' with types moveable ai pleasure. John Gut- 
tenbttrg of Mayence, has the best daim to the honour of an invention which 
has so essentially contriboted ro enlarge the sphere of action of the human fa- 
culties. Uhgi»iralt tTuat teiJecmn eomflfte ti'e$t4imf€J, Ltiftic U Vitnmt, 1771. 
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CH'AP. these were X>einetrius €h al condyles, JohaaftM Aflrfrcmkat 
^ - Calistus, GDnstanriua and Joliannca Lasoarf^ k) whom 
the Platonic philosophy detained ùtìh partixans, and by 
whose support it began openly to oppose itstif tn that of 
Aristotle [a). Between the Greek and Italian pioieisors a 
spint of emulation was kindled tiiat operated most favour- 
iJUjoathe eaiue dEleeten.. I^sbfic tcbocib'wwe iiiiàaad^ 
at Flcneiice ibr the study of the Gcecfc tongus. 1?lMf 
facility of diAuing ibdr labocin by means of die nnriy 
^scovered art of priating, stimulated the learned to fresh' 
exertions ; and in a few years the cities of Italy vied with 
mài other in the number and elegance of works (jvodnced 
fioB the psess (^). 

Towani» 

V.;: • / i '-. . ■■■ 

-■/:.• ■>:■'.: •. ■ v • . . • . ; •..:•) 

f*) TItt CBlebrwwd Jébman Ar gft ùf i fha , dwagh taaM bjrSih Hodjn 

amongst the learned Greeks wlio diJ not arrive in IriJy unii! uucr tiic c.ipture« 
of Comtaatmopky had uudoubtedi/ ukcn up his residence Uicrc before thaC^ 

dfi) Although Italj has no pretensions to the inrcntioa ui'pi taung, i: was 
dtt lint CO PB tr y that fcUowcd the example of Germany, and that with luh 
ardour, a? not only to outvie tiic rest of Kuropc in tlie number of printed 
works, but even lo give specJy pcrfcctinr. to the att. Miitli i:ivestij?ation has 
been employed in determining in what city of Italy it was (irsi .iciscJ, ;mJ 
attempts have \ycen made to ilienrthat Venice produced the "Dttor Pudlmnm^^' 
ia 1461» aad Milan, the " HitUrm AuguUM Seripitrtt," in 1465. The evidence 
of these is at least doiibt|ii1t but it is certain, that in the year latt aMntioaBdk. 
the works of Lactontiui wm printed at the mniMtrirfy of So«faiaoo, in.thfr 
Campagna of Rome, andtliatdlc gnfltOHMiadvorlcof I>eoatus, bad \iéas% 
issued from the same press. The chara/Cter lucd by the German inventors mn 
tbe GttlUtt aa0.tho>e of the earlj Rooiaa prùder» earMok of tha suM.fwBik 
tat la» ftv yean it wa» aip<rtcdtd by the chatacur. aotr ia gMcral we» 
lAkhhaa therefore obtained the name of Kmwu In the year 1471 this art 
w practued in Naples, Bda^ga, Ftfiaia* and Eknaa^ aad ia a short tiaic 
tlific was Matictiy a place of any note in Italf la «Udt it wis wwsrtfmrrffitf. 

% 
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Towards the latter poiod of his life, a great part o£ CHAP, 
the time that Cnsmo could' withdraw from the administra- ———-g 
tion of public affaire was passed at ìù^ seats at Carejrjri and Oum»anSm 
Caffaggiolo, were he applied himself to the cultivation 
of his farms, from which he derived no inconsiderable 
revenue. But his happiest hours were devoted to the 
itudy of tetten tod pliUosophy) or paatsd' in the cmnpany^ 
and cxmvenatioo of learned moi* When he retired aft iik»> 
CBr«ab. to bis' aeat at Cue^if he wm genenU^ aprompa»» 
nied hj Ficino, where, after having been hi.^ protector, he 
became his pupil in the study of the Platonic philosophy. 
For his use Ficino began those Inhorious translations of the 
works of Plato and his followers, which were afterwards 
compleated aad published iu the life-time and by the libe- 
rality of Lormzo. Ajnongst the letters- of Ficino i& oda 
fiwft Ua txulf ▼enerable patron, whiab beapeaka mote 
Ibfldbly dic tnm of hia miod, and hb earnest desire of ac* 
ijinring knowledge* eren at bia advanced pòiod o£ life {ay 
Testerday.^* aaja be, ** / arrived at Car^gh^ot so 
tmcb for the parate tf mfrmnt^ my fields y as myself- — 
let tnc see yr.ti^ Marsilio^ as soon as possiblcy and f'gct not 
to ir'mg lijiib you the book (f mtr favourite Pialo, DE 
8 0 M M o fl O N o — ivhicb I presume, according io your pro- 
misCf you have ere this translated iuto Latin ; for there is 
m employmad to v^Skb- 1 n ardm/ijt demic myself at /a- 

fimi 



The Carmt/ere Ccnii's, or ranning ij-pc, was the ioTcntion of the celebrated Aido 
MsuMitio, and being Arst used in Italy^ thence muffàseÀ tiw name of Uie lutiUpt 
•r AUjae* ckatactcn 
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CHAP, fnd out the true road to happiness. Come thetty and fail not 
^^^^ la bring with you the Orphean lyrc.^^ Whatever might ht 
the proficiency of Cosmo in the mysteries of liis favourite 
philosopher, there is reason to beheve that he appUcd 
tliose doctrines and precepts which furnished the litigious 
di^tttantB of the age with a plentiibl source of contea- 
tion, to the purposes of real life and jwacticat improve- 
ment Notwithatanding hb acttve and uaeful life, he 
often regretted the hours he liad lost. Midas was not 
more sparing of his money, saya Ficino^ than Cosmo, 
was of his time. 

MMii^e <rf The wealth and influence that Cosmo had acquired, 

^ had long entitled him to rank with the most powerful 

princes of Italy, with whom he might have formed con- 
nexions by the intermarria^ of his children } but being 
appiehennve, diat such measures might give rise to tuo- 
picions that he entertained dewgns iniodcal to the free- 
dom of tihe state, he rather chose to increase his interest 
amongst the citizens of Florence, by the marriage of his 
children into the most distinguished families of that place. 
Piero his eldest son married Lucretia Tornabuoni, by 
Biitb«(LoKii2o whom he had two sons, Lorenzo, the sul^icct nf our 
present history, born on the iust day of January 1448, 
and Giuliano bom in the year 1453. Piero had also 
two daughters, Nannina, who married Bernardo Rucdiai, 
and Bianca, who became tibe wife of Guglielmo de* 
Pazzi. Giovanni, the younger son of Cosmo, espoused 
Cornelia de* Alessandri, by whom he had a son who 
died very young. Giovanni himself did not long survive. 
He died in the year 2461, at forty-two years of age. 

Living 
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Xiving under the shade ci paternal authority, his name 

scarcely occurs in the pages of history ; but the records 
of literature bear testimony, that in his disposition and 
studies he did not derogate from that characteristic at- 
tachment to men of learning, by which hl& family was 
invariably distinguished [a). 

Besides his l^dmate offipiing, Coetno left also « o** 
turai son. Cario de* Medici, whom he liberally «ducaied» 
.and who compensated the disadvantage of his birth by 
the mpectability .of hia life. The manners of the times 

might 



(«) In thcLauremian llhrury are sevtral mannscripts which appear to Iiave 
been copied for his nsc. At the close of the works of Lactantius (Plut. xxi. 
Cod. 2.) is the following memorial — Striftut auttm fmt «unta ma Gtrardi yobtm- 
lit dd CirÙÈgi» civil li aaUtrii FbMMmi fn yakmnt Comi dt Mtdicii tfiima pri- 
mario tivi Flcrtutim ii «««# Domiiti mccccltiii. Flertniiit, Lauj Dtt. — Similar 
memorials occur in other instances. ^ Baadinii, Cai. Bib. Laar.J Nicolo TSg» 
nosio inscribed to Gioraniu dc' Medici hit trtatiie Dt laudibiu Cctmi pairis tjui. 
On bis dentil Naldo Naldio addressed a Latin poem to his father, which is 
printed in tbe Carmna UluH. Pttt. Ital. v. 6. /. 451. The same work coouios 
Other testimodet of tbe regret that attended hit loss. I shall cooteot myielf 
with gtviflg COB of die NTcnl epiufht that Pier^iiio AUio wrott vpon thit 
«ccation» 

Hie siti magnanimi Mtdicìi sunt ossa J»amti 

Quanto heu privata est urbsque^ dOMUuqae TÌrat 

Fratre Petro, patrixqne bonis, Cosmoqtie pmnttt 
Ac tanto rerum culmine dignus crat. 

. The death of Giovanni dc' Medici may afibrd a useful lesson : and I siudl 
not concesl front my readers, that in the nanmcript I have hcfbre cited, ÌB> 
tidcj J, Origine t aeictndtxxa dtlta cam dt* Mtdici, this event is Silid to have been 
attributed to bub Utmi^, " Molti vogliono che tal morte di Giovanni derivasse 
<t dal soverd^ bens e mangiare, perche e» di nattua ca ld ittimoi, e bevendo 
* « nUDgliBodo tutu robe «dde furono poi k tìi^oot della ina atMrte.?. 
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CH^P. mic:Tit be alledged in extenuation of a circumftance appa- 
rently inconsistent with the gravity of the character of 
Cosmo de' Medici ; but Cosmo himself disclaimed such 
i^ology, asid whilst be acknowledged his youthful iiH 
4Ì8cntion, mftde «mends to sotatxy for the Imadi of a 
salutary reguladon, by attending to <tbe moMis «nd ^e- 
wetfare of hU illegidmate deacendant. Under his coun- 
•eeiiAiee Carlo became canon of Prato, and one ef Ihe tpo^ 
tolic notaries, and as his general residence was at Home, 
"he was frequently resorted to by hÌ55 father and brothers, 
^or his advice and asastance in procuring ancient taaiiu- 
«cripts and other valuable remains of antiquity {a). 

The death <^ Giovanni de* Medid, on whom Cosmo 
liad placed his chief e3q>ectationa, and the weak state of 
.heaMt that Pievo egn»eritiioed, wlttbh veadetvd him unfit 

for the exer6otiS tif fmblic life, in so turbulent a place as 
Horence, raised great apprehensions in Cosmo, that at his 

decease, the splendor of his family would close. These 
reflections embittered the repose of his latter days. A 
short time before bis dcatb, beine; carried through the 
apartments ol lus palace, ai ter ì uving recently lost his 
son, he ezcUdmed with a sigh, ** 3^ is ioo greca a 

èotue 



(«) Plurn eztsmt !» tatnilsmo'filcAcm CatraH fipìstohe, nnn ad 
turn id fratres, in qutbus dc rebus suis, ct cmcndìs Grxcis ct Lacuiis codici- 
bus scrìbìt. Cetera inter mandatum babuic a Cosmo, at Fhalaridis Eptstobs, 
e Oneeo, m Latinmn oonteiteDdas cuniret* later Pwtcaotarios ApostoIioM 
Ydattts fuit, ac dennun'colKgtoCMicnicoiiim Pki^^ Exut ia 

'principa cdc propc sMrwiuiBf marmoreum eja« moamneatum, a Dantia 
fttttino icalptum, cum hoc titillo. CAsotoliiltvicBt Comt riuo ranrP" 
■ITO <tjn Mit Hoxeiiit. Mrtkkt, m «ir* Cu* t» tt%t 
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ktuue for so smaU a family^* These appichcnsious were CHAP, 
in some de^ee realized by the infirmides under which ^' 
Kero laboured during the few years in which he held 
the direction <^ the republic ; but the talents of Lorenzo 
aoon di^ielled this temporary gloom, and exalted his 
fiunUy to a degree of reputation and splendor, of which 
it is probable that Cosmo himself had scarcely formed an 
idea. 

The kindness and attention shewn by Cosmo to men ctietrityof 
of learning were not without their reward. His virtues STZ.'*^ 
and his liberality were their most frequent topic, tn every 
event of Ids life they were ready to attend him, to partici- 
pate widi him in his prosperity, «nd to sympadtize with 
him in his misfortunes. The affecdonate epistln addressed 
to him by Poggio on his banishment to Padua, and on his 
recall to Florence, exhibit not only a proof of the sincere 
esteem, but of the high admiration of their author (5). 
Of the continued attachment of Leonardo Aretino to his 
great patron, innumerable evidences remain. Amongst 
die eminent men of die dme who end^TOured to console 
Urn for the untimdy loss of his son, was Fins II. who 
addressed to him a Latin episde, to which Cosmo replied 
with great propriety and dignity, and in a styl^not infericc 
to that of tÙs learned pontiff (^). To the poem of Alberto 

Avocadi* 



(«) ttfj^ im C^. /. 31S» 359. ti, Bua, 
{I) Urn* kturs 'wiU b« Ibnad b dw Appcndk, Vo. IV. 
VOI» !• O 
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CHAP. Avocadi, we have belbit had oecaiion to lefer (a). Acoa^ 
" siderable nmnber of works^ as well in Tene as in protei 
inacribed to him on different occaaioni» were, after hit 
death, collected together by Bartc^omeo Scala, and are yet 
preserved in Ae Laiuentian labnrj, under the name of 
CaUetiiomt Qumimte (^)« 

But 



(«) " DtrtUgitnt tt magmifcinlia lUitiiruC»»miMtMt€tFUrttilini." fiy which 
however tb« author only means to celebrate the buildings erected bf Cosmo 
for public and private ow. Aococdingiy, in his firtt boòk he adfwiti to the 
churches of S Mnrro and S. Lnrcniro, the dormimrv of the convent of 
S. Croce, the chapeli 01 Boschetti and Monte Avcrnu, and the monastery of 
FìcmH of «dk of which he gives a description. He aUo altadet to tk« ia- 
tentton which Cosmo had then formed, aud w hich he afterwards executed, cf 
erecting at Jerusalem a bouse of reception for poor and infirm piJgrinUf ift 
whid it acenw Ik ^ to contend irith Ute pr^iidioca of tihe 8m 

Dondni tn taocta sepoldm, 

*• Qux sum Jtrmsaltm condecorasse paras, 
" Magna parat Cosmus» aed tu, SaUdine, recusal 
** Ondane MOMM» htaa^gao, toos.** 

In dte ttcond tetfc Awogridi recowtii in ainiUar liuigu.ige, the ma^^iifi» 
cow tbe pdaccs aad oUicrbaUdiagi «KCted bf Cosmo Ibr aec^ 

(#) PufT. itT. Coo. 10. Thw mannacnpc cooMts of »*vt»ij..iw distinct 
f i eC Mi fOBHWrim nl«i|e TOlnme in qoacto» with tlie portrait of Cosmo prefi sed 
to Ibe «ori:» «Ab^ ii abo preceded by die foDowing short introductory epistle 
Aon Scala Co Lot cimo de* Medici» 

** Bart. Scala» Laareatio Medici, urbis tpei, & D. Colfefi. Laorent! 

charis^ime, scripta compluria & omnia fere in qu-y m inn? inrirJerunt, ubi 
nomen Cosmi Ari tui, P^itru hujns urbis legeretur. £a rcdcgi ta volumeo, 
** quod mitto nnac ad te. Velim ut tantum otii subtrahaa ambnla Mie oo> 

** cupationibus, ut mira et legend! et infrllirmdt divini ìngenii tut solertìa 
*• omnia pcrcurras ; tt, si tibi videbuntur digna quz legantur ab hominibus, 

** alicaieibìhliaAediContatiMcn^wfMM*» Tafct.** 
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But perhaps the most extmonfinary productloa diat CHAP. 
•oUdted the pitronage of CSoimcs was the Hemafi^rodi^ . 
of Antonio Beccatelli» or as he i« lUuaHr called from F»- Antooi» 
fermo, the place of hit birth, Antonio Fuilioniuta («). 
When the lespectabilily and aituation of Beccatelli are con- 
^dered, our surprize must be excited on finding him the 
avowed author of a production so grossly indecent as the 
Hermaphroditus ; when we advert to the age and charac- 
ter of Cosmo de* Medici, It is no less extraordinary that 
he should be the patron to whom it is inscribed. 

Beccatelli did not however eac^ without repiehen* 
sioo, for thus indulging, at an advanced age, a pruriency of 

imagination not excusable at any time of life. Amongst 
others, Filelfo and Lorenzo Valla exclaimed against his 
licentiousness. Invectives afrainstthe author were likewise 
poured out from the pulpit, and he was buriit in efl6gy 
at Ferrara and afterwards at Milan* Valla had the cha- 

rity 



(«J BeccittcUi was bom of a respectable famUy, in i394> and was for some 
yean • imlilic protimot «f blitery andktttn at Pavist «fcera be ajofcd tbe 
protection of Filippo Visconti, duke of Milan, and a sjJary of eight hundred 
gold crowns. After having received tlie laurel by tavour of tbe emperor Sigis- 
hmumI» kc «ent te tbe «olut of Alftow» king «f Ni^c% in wboie emplof he 
passed the remainder of bis days, honoured wiih the office of his secretar)- and 
cmtBseUoTf and the co&ttiutt conoipanion both of his studies and his tniJitary 
c>p«di(kiii* Hii ** Dkf ttfmà Mfktmk Kigh é n ag uàm ^* In fimr baolti, wctb 
COamentedon by iEneas Sylvius (pope Pius IT.), and have been frequently 
f t' i B UJ . Has epistles and orations were published at Venice in I j« Hi* 
Ana^pybaiAter is dsvMed sate two booki, cenerà 

on a wiety of subjects. Some of the Iciist esceptiOBable may be found at the 
«od of his " fyUttUt is Orati(mu." (fn. 1551.) And others in the " C*rw 
<* i^iBmirimPmmnmbdinmJ* r^V.ii./.ia9.) TU Kaiaindcrbmbeai 
«cìcdr «onfiae4 wKhiB the Ssiits of the tmuatàm tJSUij» 

OS 
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CHA?. rity to'iiope» that (he third tinie the author ndg^t be 
burnt in his proper person [a). Eyen Poggio, who in hit 
Faceti^ had not confined hi^lf within the strict limits 
of decorum, thought it necessary to remonstrate with his 
friend Beccatelli on the indecency of his work, though he 
highly commends its elegance and latinity (^), Beccatelli 
attempted to excuse his performance l)y the audiorily of 
the ancient Greek and Roman writers, but liis reply may 
rather be considered as a repetition than as a justification 
of his offence {c). On: the contrary, there were men of 
known talento who expressed their thorough approbation 
of this pet&rmance» A commendatory e|»stle of Quirino 
Veronese, is prefixed to the manuscript copy of it in the 

Laurentian 



■ r 



{*) *' Declamarono conti» di esso, insmo dal pulpito, Btmardin» Ja Simfim 

" e Ril'fr!^ ifaLttce, che in Bologna, in l'orrurn, e in Milano lo fecero ahbruc- 
" ciarc nelle pubbliche ^Iai/lc. Se dobbi.im credere al yaUa ( In Fatìum Inatti, 
*' II. 543. Al Al/i/, 1540). Non solo due volte fu abhnici.ito il libro, mail 
" ritratto ancora del Paaermìta: Ctru ii$ im ttUitrrimh haiitt prìntum 
" Ftrraritt eum Papa Sjned» Mbiut, ittnm Meditimm imniam ptfulorum frtfufniia 
** im^itUmltt fn im^tUM Amrtauam trtmatui ut. Tmio ptr se ipsitm crtmanJiu 
- tatfm^ 2n» Dùttrt, Fut, «, i. /. 

{t) " Delectat^r, suin mclicrelc, vurictii'.c renim, & elegantla versiium, ii- 
" malt^ue admiratus sum res adco impudicas, adeo incpcas, tam venuste, tam 
** eompodte s te dici i atqne Sia «ulta npmi tarptoKotz, oc bob «éamnl» 
sed agi videaniur ; net ficta a te jocandi cauta ut eiisumo, sed aera cxtimari 
poisiot* Laudo ego doccrinam tuam, jocuo d i t a t e m carmims, jocos ac sales, 
** dbiqiiegratÌasigO|mpfl(tiiu)culainM,<|dhitiin*nMm 
*' nìmium dom.ierunt h ;.nmno cirìtas. Pro chantate tanien, qua omnibus 
*' deUtores sumos, unum est quod te roonere k dcbco & rolo, ut scilicet dein- 
«■ capa grafìoni4|iHdjm mediterii/' Sds ente noa licere idem nòfaii, iftà - 
M chiittiaiiù comii% fsod oliai pactii-9iidieimignor..bant." 

F*Kii Of. Ed, Bau /. 49. 

{s) it€(attUi Siilt* Uk. 4. /. 80. 
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Lallféntian Library, in which he defends Beccatelli, by CHAP, 
alledging the example of St. Jerome. 

One of the most striking, though not the most Uiwy^Ipir* 
pleasing features, in the history of the fifteenth century, 
is exhibucd in the frequent and violent dissensions wliich 
took place iimongst the learned. In some Instances these 
disputes arose between the chiefs of the two leading sects of 
philosophy ; whilst in others the contest was more personal, 
and originated in the high opinion entertained by the di»- 
puunts of thor own reqiecthre merits. Hie oootiavensf 
between cazdmal Beasaiioit, and Geòiige Trapezimdua, BnariwMNi 
or of 'nebisond, wu of the former kind. A Greek by ^SH""^' 
birth, Bessarion had early imbibed the doctrines of Plato. 
Having attained the dignity of Bishop of Nice, he "at» 
tended in his public capacity the council of Florence, and 
was one of the di'^putants on the part of the Greeks. 
Whether Bessarion was alarmed at the disnnU rlv state of 
his own country, or whether he found liimiiu uiHuenced 
by the argument! <^ his opponenjts, is uAcertun ; but eoon 
after hi» mum to Constantinopiet he paid another visk to 
Italy, where he passed the remainder of his ityt. His 
kaming and his integrity recommended him to £tigenius 
IV. who in the year 1439 honoured him with the purple; 
and it has been said, that a mistake made by his secretary 
prevented him from obtaining tlie pontifical dignity ; but 
the futility of this tale of Jovun has been sufficiently ex- 
posed by Hody {a), liiat he had ucariy ariivcd at that 

iKmour 



(•] UtMmJkQr^dt MatriiMr, Imd^ 1 741, /. 146. It i« boncrer related bf 
Mr. GiMMn, v< xU. c> 
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CHAP* honoui- i^i however certain ; and his more fortunate com- 
I* 

^^^^ pctitor Pius 11. endeavoured to console him for his dÌ6^>- 
pointmeot by bestowing upon him the empty title of P** 
triarch of Constantinople. In the year 1468, Bessaiion 
gave a striking proof of his nninificenee and love of !ite»> 
ture, by presenting his veiy valuable collection of Greek 
and Latin manuscripts to the state of Venice, to be depo- 
sited in the church of St. Mark. His letter to the senate 
on this occasion, gives us a most favourable idea of his 
temper and character [a). George, though called of Tre- 
bisond, was a Cretan by birth, who, after having taught 
in di&xent parts of Italy, was at lengdi called to Rome by 
Nicholas V* and noidiiated one of the apostolie secretariest 
His azrogant and haughty temper soon-offended die Pope^ 
and he was compelled to spend the remainder of his days hi 
seeking a precarious subsistence in different parts of Gneed 
and iuly. The dispute between him and Bessarion ivas 
occaùoned by Theodore Gaza, who published a treatise 
ae^alnst the Platt ni : philosophy, and in conunendation of 
the opinions oi Aristotle, to which Beesarioii opposed a tern- 
pence and welt>written reply. Gaza, overpowered by the 
aiguments» or the aoAority tS. Iiis adversary, declined any 
fiviher controversy ; but Geoig^ of Trdiisond boldly csm« 
fiorwards to the relief of the declining cause of Aristotle, and 
in several invectives against the Platonists, endeavoured to 
throw an odium on their doctrines and their morals ; inso» 
much, that there is scarcely a crime with which he hesitates 
to charge them, nor a public calamity which he docs not 

contend 



(«) LttUrt di Prindfi, v.i. /. 2. 
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ccmUo4 to be die eooaeqiaeiice of their 17110111. ThS» at- C H A V. 

tack again called forth Bcssarion, who, in his treatise " /» 
Calumniatorem Platvms {a)y* is considered as having obtained 
a complete victory over his opponent. Other learned 
Greeks then in Italy, joined in the debate. The Italians 
were indeed silent spectators of the controversy ; hiit the 
eloqueiKe of Bessarion, and the example and patronage 
ef tbe Medici» overpowered tke p«ittzans of 'Amtode } 
and the PUtcmtc ftcadenay inachiited hj Gosiiu»» aoqnkqd 
additional streogtb, tUl hf the couatenatiee and Mippozt 
of bis paadaon Loreozo, it anvred at its hSglieat pkch of 

A debate of this nature, on an important subject, if Pos^hki 
kept within the boiuids 01 decorum, affects not the dispu- 
tants with any degree of opprobrium, except 80 far aa It 
may attach to the cnroneousnese of their opimons, or the 
fiitiUtf of their axguments^ but this appUea not to the 
other kind of cootroveray to which I have fasfoxe aUnded } 
and of which the age \ik question produced frequent in- 
stances. The turbulent and vindictive temp^ of ¥1- 
klfo has already been animadverted on. Unwearied in 
soliciting tlic f ivoursof the great, he ofte[i extorted pro- 
mises which were never meant to be periormed, but the 
breach of vrhich infallibly brought down the weig^ht of his 
reseotment. Ahnost all die soTCfeigaa of Italy were nic- 
ccwrely the aubject o£ lus indecent latire» or bia «cag- 

gieiated 



t«) Tint priaied bj Swvyakràn and lunaitsM Bam abwK 
■ncnl tiiiKi «Aemvdii jeitirtihriy bf Alilut ìm >5t6. 

I 
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C H AF. gerated 'compluats; He did not however escj^ without 

— — full Tetribtttion for the abuse which he so liberally dealt 

around him. In Foggio he met with an' antagonist, that, if 

possible, exceeded liim in rancour and «currility. TTieir 
dispute commenced in an attack made hy lilello on the 
character of Niccolo Niccoli, whicli, if we give credit even 
to his friend Leonardo Aretino, was not perfectly imma- 
culate {a). This gave occasion to the invectiva of Poggio 
agunst iiletfo. If we for a moment suppose there could 
iM-ve been the slightest fotindatioa for the charges ex- 
hibited against Filelfo in these pieces, he must have been 
a monster of dciiravity. After reproaching him with the 
meanness of his birth, Poggio pursues his track from place 
to place, STiccc sivcly accusing Idm of fraud, ingratitude, 
theft, adultery, and yet more scandalous crimes. The voy- 
age of rilelfo to Couatantinople, was undertaken to shelter 
himself from punishment. The kindness of Chrj-soloras, 
who recdved him destitute and fiiendless imo his house, 
hè repaid by debauching his daughter, whom Chrysoloras 
was dierefbre obliged to bestow upon him in marriage. 
Not satisfied vnùk serious invective, Poggio has also intro- 
duced liis adversary in his Facet Lr ; and Filelfo will long 
be lemembered as the original Hans Carvel of Prior, and 
La Fontaine {ò). The contentions of Pc^o with Lo- 
renzo 



(«) For a cvnwi iaitaace «fihii, «• lumrdi ^tHH ^. im. m.' 

{i) Mr. Warton fE/ta;'»a P»^,v.i'i. f.6S.) traces the genealogf, at h» 
calls it, of thii corioot tale from Poggio to RalKlais, " Who," sa^s he, " in- 
** Wrted it in Ut eighth book, and tlurty-tbinl chapter i it was A/itrumrJi 
'«ttbttdiaabookciUedthelMMMwfr. ArioMO Aiiihe«Us£ft]itatv»' 
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remo Valla were carried on with an equal degree of C H A p. 
rancour and licentiousness; aud even his debate with ^^^^ 
Ounioo Veronefie on die oomporadve excdlence of Scipio 
«od Juliiit Cxaar, was sufficiently aciimoiuoiM. By 
ittac ^uands die learned were di^ded mt6 faodcni, 
and Leonardo Aretino, Pogj^o, Niccolo Niccoli, tmà 
Beccatelli, were opposed to Valla, Niccolo Perotti, and 
others ; but the leaders of these parties often disagreed 
amongst themselves, and scrupled not at times to ac- 
cuse each other of the most scandalous enormities. 
As these imputadons were however attended by no 
raj scfious conMqocaceB, charity voidd lead us to 
conclude diat they Were mutually undentood to be 
tidier contests of skill be t wee n diese literary gladiaton» 
than proofs of rea! criminahty in thetx tes|idctive «ttago^ 
nbts. The life of a scholar is seldom stained by atrocious 
crimes ; but that almost all the learned men of the age 
should have disgraced themselves by so shameless a de- 
gree of moral turpitude, is surely a suppositioa beyond 
the bounds of credibility. 

Cosmo 



* vidi it. Mcdsqpiiiii abo naàt wt of it. Fontaine, uho haaijf^ Rabebut 

" to be the inventor of it, was the siith anthnr who Jclivcrtd it, as our Prior 
*' was thcla^t, tJiough perhaps not the Icist spirited." If iliis be worth re- 
lating, it is worth correcting.— Mr. Warton had his information from tìtt 
Mtuagiana; but he has mistaken his aathoritj, in placing the writings of Rabe- 
lais ttfirt the well-known work of the Cent Ntawlies Niu-uelìa, which is more 
ancient by nearly a century. Even Ariosto was prior to Ra1»elail, wfcft ms 
only the /éartb Mnongufh HC O fp-^m u fim lf* OS thit Msn^^wcS 
aware. Mamg, i. 569 
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Cosmo now approached the period of his mortal exist- 
ence, but tiie faculties of his mind yel remained unim~ 
Doth aad eta. paifcd. About tweitty days before lus death, when li» 
ó^^u^m!^ icreagth was -viaibly on the dccUne, he entered into conm- 
Mtion with Ficino, and, whilst the &int beams of a setdi^ 
sun seemed to accord widi Ids situation- and lus feelings, 
began to lament the miseries of lifej and the imperfections 
inseparable from human natiire*^As he continued his 
discourse, his sentiments and his views became more 
elevated, and from bewailing the lot of humanity, he 
began to exult in the prospect of that happier state to- 
wards which he felt himself approaching. Ficino re- 
plied by citing corresponding sentiments from the Athe- 
.man sages, and particularly from! Xenocrates ; and the last 
task imposed by Cosmo oh lus philosophic attendant, was 
to translate from the Greek' the treatise of that auAor on 
death (47). Having prepared his mind to wait with com- 
posure the awfiil event, his next concern was thè wel- 
fare of his survivinj^ family, to whom he was desirous 
of imparting in a solemn manner, the result of the expe- 
rience of a long and active life. Calling into his cham- 
ber his wife Contessi na and his son Piero, he entered 
into a narrative of all his public transactions ; he gave a 
fuU account of lus extennve mercantile connemons, and 
adverted to Uie state of his domestic concerns.- To Piero 
he recommended a strict attention to the education of 
his sons, of whose promismg talents he escpiessed his 

hopes 



(«] This inroniiation wc derive from the IntroJuction of RcblO tO Ut 

txaiulatioa of tbat voric, inserted in tbc CtUtaumt Ctmima* 
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hopeà and his appnilMttioik ' He leqQCAed' tliafi hit liinml chap. 
aight be conducted yrkHh ss much ptiracy as posabtct and ' 
coaduded his patemai exhorUtiooa "vrìùk dedaring lus will- 

ingncss to submit to the disposal of Providence Vvfaenevcr 
lie should be called upon. These admonitions were not 
lost on Piero, who communicated by letter to Lorenzo and 
Giuliano, the impression which they had made upon his 
own mind {a). At the same time, sensible of his own in- 
firmities, he exhorted them to consider themselves not as 
children, but as men, seeing that circumstances rendered it 
necessary to put thdr ahilides to an eady proc^. jf pfy^ 
sidan, sriys Piero, ù hwrfy expected to arrive from ìku 
ùa^ ha^fir my . own part^ I fi«Ke my coufiekHce im God. 
Either the physician did not arrive, or Fiero*s distrust of 
him was well founded, for, about six days afterwards, Iseing 
the first day of August 1464, Cosmo died, at the age of 
seventy-five years, deeply lamented by a great majority of 
the citizens of Florence, whom he had firmly attached 
to his interest^ and who feared for the safety of the dty 
fitiih the dissensioiis IKSt were fikely to ensue {Ò). : ?' 
/rr*:; ^jii^-T-r-.^D ■ • ■ 'J ■;■ '■ 

The character of Cosmo dc' Medici exhibits a combi- 
nation of yjurti^fis .«^4: e^dp^^Pi^ ^ff^^^ I^e.fpujid, united 

m 

i—rrTrrri; ^ ' " — 

(•) Tbh kner yet rtmains, and gives us a vtry tnterestiiig acoooat of tb« 

conduct of Cosmo shortly before his death. I have therefore buerted it in 

the Appendix, from the coUcciion of Fjbroni. Ns V. 

{i) In the Ricordi aS Piat) de* Medici b a particular account of the death 
of kh fitlier, a ckaiacicrVif «Mb is then giitm dimwn «kh great troth mmI 

Mmpliritjr by the haiukof filial afiectioa. It a with pleasure I illustrate ray 
work with tbete authciitio docanMnti. TJ^ Avnily of the Medici that become 
«dròróUnecisa*. ' ^ >ift. VI» ' . ■ . ■ 

B al 
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GHAF. in the tàote penoo. If in his public woflv he wu re- 
ggg-g^ markable for his magnificence, he was no less confl|4cttOUg 
for his prudence in private life. Whilst ia the chuActer of 
chief of the Florentine republic, he supported a constant 
intercourse with the sovereigns of Europe, his conduct in 
Florence was divested of all ostentation, and neither in 
his retinue, his friendships, or his conversation, could he 
be distinguished from any other respectable citizen. He 
wdl knew the jealous temper of tlie Florentiiiea» end pre- 
fetred the leat etyoyi&eat of authonty, to that open as.* 
aumpcUm of it, whidi could oalf have been le^wded as a 
perpetual insult, by those whom he permitted to ^^nitify 
their own pride, in the reflecùoa that they were die equals 
of Cosmo de* Medici. 

In affording protection to the arts of architecture, 
painting, and sculpture, which then began to revive in 
Italy, Cosmo set the great example to those, who by their 
fank^ and their richa, could alone tSBord them effectual aid. 
The countenance diewn by him to those azts, - was not of 
diat Idnd which thdor professors generally experience irote 
the great; it was not conceded as a bounty, nor received 
as a favour ; but appeared in the friendship and equality 
that subnsted between the artist and liis patron {a)* In the 

erection 



(a) Of thi$ natnre wa* the intercourse between Crtsmo and Donatello. 
The treasures of the citizen were applied uodcr the directioa of the sculptor 
fai khe acqubition of the mott beautiful spedaMW flf aodcnt ait. DoiuMsOa 
survived hts patron, but Cosmo on hit death recommeiidcd him to die attes* 
tion of mero his son, who amply- provided £ar the vraots of his Hge. Dam r 
iclb4ie4iiii4lMI^ aadimbiiikdbthc^Mof atLoTOai^ a<j«Bnc ta 

i 
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«iwtioa of the nmnooiis pubfic buildings in wMch Còsmo chap. 
caqwoded incredible sums of monejr, he principally availed ^' 
himself of die anictance of MicheUozzo ISf ichellozzi and 
Klippo Brunelleschi ; the first of whom waB a man oC 
talenta, the latter of genius (a). Soon after his return from 
banishment, Cosmo engaged these two artists to form 
the plan of a mansion for his own residence. Brunelleschi 
gave scope to his invention, and produced the design of 
a palace which might have suited the proudest sovereign 
in Europe } but Cosmo was led by that prudence which, 
in htt personal accommodation, regulated all his coih 
duet, to prefer the plan of Afididkazly which united ei^ 
lent with vmpUdtj, and i^egance witifi conveoienee (il). 
With the conadottsness, Brunelleschi possessed also the 
irritability of genius, and in a fit of vexation, he destroyed 
a dengn which he unjustly conòdered as disgraced by 



dtt «cpoldmaf GotHM» aMOidiiw to Irà own db«edaa% (òr 

an n rrn^inn, that as his sotil haJ always been widi Cosmo ^i^hibt tfv|R^ V'tt 
desired their bodies might be near c;>ch other when dciid. 

(«) Before the time of Brunelleschi, the It:ili.in5 had imitated In their pub» 
lie buildings the Gothic structures of their German neighbours. He wa& the 
§M ^rflO aOempted to restore the Grecian orders of architecture, and under 
bi; control this important branch of art attained a degree ofpnfiecdonvkkà 
it had not known ùom ibe times of the ancients. 

{i) This venerable edifice is now the residence of the noble family of Ric- 
eanU, who, in the year 1659, purchased it from the grand duke Ferdinand It; 
Under the auspices of its present owner, the tavqfàt Jticcardi, whose ezten> 
live collcctioa of manuscripts and antiquities are open to public inspcccioo, 
tbis mansioii yet emulates its ancient glory. In the year 1715 an inscription 
WW placed in one of the fHSmìt» of tllC iOBCT covt» «Udì will b« fond ia die 
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CHAP, its not bdbg carried into execution (a). HaTiog com- 
L'.. ,_ pleated his dwdling, CSosmo indulged hU taste in oma^ 

mentiog it ^vith the moat precious rematos of ancient art; 

and in the purchase of vases, statues, busts, gems, and 

medals, expended no inconsiderable sum. Nor was he 
less attentive to the merits of those artists which his native 
place had recently produced. With Masaccio a better 
style of painting had «u-iscn, and the cold and formal man- 
ner of Giotto, and his disciples, had given way to more 
natural and expresuve componiion. In Cosmo de* Media 
this rising artiM found his most liberal patron and pro^ 
tector. Some of the works of Masacdo were executed in 
the chapd of the Brancacci, where thej were hdd in such 
cstimatioU, that the place was regarded as a school of study 
by the roost eminent artists who immediately succeeded 
him. Even the celebrated Mkhclagnolo, when observing 
these paintings many years afterwards, in company with 
his honest and loquacious friend Vasari, did not hesitate 
to express his decided approbation of their merits. The 
reputation c^- Masacdo was emulated by his disciple 
Klippo Lippi, who executed for Cosmo and Ms fiienda 
many celebrated pictures, of which Vasari has given 
a miinute account. Cosmo however found no small 
difficulty in controlling the temper and regulating the 
eccentricities of thu extraordinary character (^]. If the 

efl&rts 



(«) Cosmo had employed Bntnellcschi ia complcatiag the church of 
8.1jorefuo, md in erecthi; the ehnreli and noaasterj of 8> BiutoloiBegb 
and acknowledfjcd him on all occ.isionii as the first architect of hit time : 
after bis death Cosmo al$o raued a moaumeot to his menuuy. 

F*k im mùà Cti. v. i. /. 155. 

W HisMaduncnt to vonwa «m atKne, ni H ibn faTCwiie object 
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efforts of these early masters did not reacii the true end C 
of the Art» they affiafded eonRiderable assistance towards 
it ; an whibt Masaccio and Filippo decorated ^th 
their admired 'productions the altars of churches and the 
^MTtmeota of princes» Donatello gave to marble a pro- 
portion of form, a vivacity of exprcsdon^ tO which his 
contemporaries imagined that nothing more was wanting ; 
Bruncllcschi raised the great dome of the catliedral of 
Florence ; and Ghibcrti cast in brass tlie stupendous doors 
of the church of St. John, which Michelagnolo deemed 
worthy to be the gates of paradise. ** 

In Ills person Cosmo was tall ( in his youth he possessed 
the advantage of a prepossesnng countenance $ what 9gt 
had taken firom his comeliness, it bad added to his dignity, 

and in his latter years, his appearance was so truty voierable 
as to liave been the frequent subjea of panegyric {a). 

. , • . His 



resKteJ hib .I'suhiiiics, he found some ennsolatinii in paiiiiin^ In;r lil r-iv_-~'i. By 
this unconquerable propensity his labours were often iuicrruptcd, -ind an cipc» 
dient iMpteà byCosino to ranedjr it, nearly cost Filippo his life. Having 

enpnged the painter tr» crtmplcat n piece cf work for him, Cosmo muJc him a. 
prisoner in his chamber, but a contincment of two days exhausted the patience 
oftlM«itbt^ AtdwritqineofUtlifelieotaifeliisMcapethr^^ 
and devoted himself for several days to his pleasures, nor did he return till 
sought Ottt and solicited by Cosmo, ^ who heartily repented of a proceeding 
lAklit liowever friendly ia ia mathCi vu certiinly MmewlutiooarlMtiary. 

(«) That ButnloaMO Scab, an » portrait of Cmmo, pràtcd wken be 
mv young : 

**. Quz vera est Cosmi facies* hand vera videtor ^ 
. ** IMniniiki adcò kngz tenecta htk t 
*' Talis erat quondam, qucni nunc pcrfcctior «tas« 
** £x hoaùatt iaccepit fisgcrc vcUe dcum." 

Cmrn, MM* iWr* M, v. 9. /. 489. 
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CHAP* HU minuet ih» ffint and complacent, but upon many 
^ oocanoos he gtve tuffideoc proo6 that thb did not «ite 
fircFm a waat of talentk for laicasin; and die fiddky of dio 
Vloreadiie hUtorians has presemd many of his shrewd 
obstrradons and lemarks (a). When Rinaldo de' Albizi^ 
who was then in exile, and meditated an attack upon his 
native place^ sent a message to Cosmo, importing that 
the hen would shortly hatch, he replied. She will batch 
tvith an Hi grace out of ber own nest. On another 
occasion, when hU adversaries gaye him to understand 
diat diey were not deeping, / h^m it^ aaid Coemo^ 
/ iave spoiled tbdr deep, — Of v^fot odour it m/ btmrf 
8ttd Cosmo, WKOverii^ hit head to tbe ambasBadon of 
Venioeii who came mth a complaint agunst the Flo- 
Kodnes, Wlnte^ they replied; R wB not te long^ said 
Cosmo, before that of your senators will be so too. Shortly 
before his death, his wife inquiring why he closed hiseyeSf 
That I may perceive more clearly ^ was his reply. 

fixmi cooddering the private character of Cosmo, 
we attend to hu conduct as die modezator aad divsetor of 
die Tloxendne republic, oar admttadon of his abilides will 
increase widi the extent of the theatre upon which he 
had to act So important were his mercantile concerns, 
that they often influenced in a very remarkable degree 
the politics of Italy. When Alionso king of Naples 
leagued with the Venetians against Florence, Cosmo 
called in such iaimcnse debts from those places, as 
deprived them of resources for carrying on the war [b). 

During 

{*) MmwM Mr. tii. («) JIM; 
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"During the contest between the houses of York aad CHAP. 
Lancaster, one of his agents in En^and imted'to ^' 
hf Edward IV. for a suni ' of money, which was accord- 
ing^ fiimtshed, to such an extraordtiuny amount, that h 
tmght almost be oonddered as the means of supporting 
that monarch on the throne, and was repaid when his 
saccesses enabled him to fulfil his engagement (a). The 
alliance of Cosmo was sedulously courted by the princes 
of Italy, and it was remarked that by a happy kind of 
fatality, whoever united their interests witli his, were al- 
ways enat)lcil cither to repress, or to overcome their adver- 
saries. By his assistance the republic of Venice resisted the 
united attacks of Filippo duke of Milan, and of the French 
nation, but when dqnrived of his support, the Venetians 
were no longer aUe to withstand their enemies. With what- 
ever difitculties Cosmo had to encounter, at home Or abroad, 
they generally terminated in the acquisition of additional ho- 
nour to his country and to himself. The esteem and grati- 
tude of his fellow-citizens were fuUy shewn a short time 

before 



(a) La Maison de McJicis cstoit I,i plu* grande, que jc cmy que j.)m.ti<, .lit 
esté m monde: car lean serviteurs & facteun oaccu unt dc credit soups 
coolenr de ce noni de Medicis, que ce eeroit merrctOe* à croire li ee que j'en 
ay veu en Flandrcs & en Angleterre. J'en ai vcii un .ippclc Cucrai J (Tjian- 
vete pKMiDe ctrc occasion de aontentr le R07 Edoitard le quart en son etat, 
otaftt guerre «n tua royanme d'Aogleternet Se foonir par fms m 4h rojr pluc 
de tix vin^ mille cscui : où il fit pen de profir jxnir srii maitre : trmtcs fois il 
recoavra ses pieces a la' longue. Un autre ay tu nomiaé e appelc Thomas 
FortuaaiT* cstre plei|;e entre te d!t toy Edotiard ft le doe Charlee de Bonr» 
gogne, pour cìnquantc mille cscui, l'i: une autre iois en un IIcu, , 11:1 ij'i;ure 
vingt miile. Aim. dt P. dt Cmmatj, tif. Fair, i» viti Laitriiuii, v, ii. /. 234. 

VOL. I. I 
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CHAP, before his death, whea by a public decree he waa honoured 
^ with the tkk of Fitfer JPatrur, an appellation which was 
• imcribed on U» toinb^ aiid'whìcli» as k was §BmM oa 
fed meàtt hu ever liiice been attached to ^ nane ef 
CkMono de* Medici. 
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CHAP. II. 



Ejrly accomplùbautits of Lorcntso — Educai lo n^Ijt» 
rttnto visits different parts of Italy — Conduct of Piero-^ 
Conspiracy of I.ura Pitti — Frtt strafed by Lorenzo— T'he 
exiles instigate the Venetians to attack the Florentines — 
Battle near Bologna — Piero promotes the interests of 
learning — Leo Battista Alberti — Cristoforo Landino^ 
Puro patrmmm otier eminent scbeìari-— Giostra of Lo^ 
ramo mtd Ghi&tim^Fom of Pidà—'Pogm of Am» 
gdo Pflfilrmo— DtSFUTATIONBg CAmaloulbmibs— 
Lortma^t deta^ihit if iàs marttt^Som^ m bar 
prmte^lAUretìa Donati the object of bis passion— ^L^* 
ramo marrìet Clarice Orsini'— Visiti tbt éde ì££m— 
Ikatè^Piirode* Medici. 
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Lorenzo dè* Medici was about sixteen yean of age r^^riyicc^m- 
when Cosmo died, and had at that time given striking l^^^^'"^ 
indications of extraordinary talents. From his earliest 
years he had exhibited proofs of a retentive and vigorous 
mind, which was cultivated, not only by all the attention 
which his father's infirmities would permit him to bestow, 
but by a frequent intercourse with his venerable grand- 
fidiher. He owed also great obligatioas in thii reflect to 
hb modier Lucrdia, who was one of' the moat accom- 
pliahed women of die age, and diitingiuahed herself not 
only as a patroness of learning, but by her own writings. 
Of thesesome spcctmesayct lemain, whkh Me the more 

emitted 
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C H A P. entitled to approbation, as they were produced at a time 
when poetrv wis at its lowest ebb in Italy {a). The dis- 
position of Lorenzo which afterwards gave him a peculiar 
claim to tlic title of magnificent^ was apparent in his child- 
hood. Having received as a present a horse from Sicily, he 
sent the donor in return a gift of much greater valnei and. 
on h&tig reproved for his profuaeness, he remarked, that 
thoe waa noditng more glorioiis than to overcome others 
in acta of gienerosity. Of his proficiency in classical learn- 
ing, and the different branches of that philosophy which 
was then in repute, he has left indisputable proofs. Born 
to restore the lustre of his native tongue, he had rendered 
himself conspicuous by his poetical talents before he ar- 
rived at manhood. To these accomplishments he united a 
considerable share of strong natural penetration and good 
sense, which enabled him, amidvt the many difficulties that 

he 



(«) Several of ber LanJi, or hymns, are printed ia the collection of ncred 
poemt hj AeMMBet fanilrt pdAsM V < ?ft«wirf at Florenae, ttto, aad 
since reprinted at Bergamo in 1763 ; but a m-uch more favourabk specimen of 
. htr ttlaoU is given bj Cntcimbtni { Diila vtJgar/tiia, «. iii. /. z 7 7 . ) who i* of 
«poion tint the cxeeBed àtt greater pan of, not to «ay all, the poets of her 
time. Her versifications of scripture history- arc noticed by L^tp Paid, in his 
XlNfMM^ vrhidi pocrobc was iadoccd to compleat by her enGouragcmeotf and 
ia «Inch bo thni advecti to die <«ritii^a of lis pamncsi* 

** Qvivi si legge della *m Mirai 

" La vita, ove il suo libro c sempre aperto t 

E di Eidram di Jiulitl> e di Ttiia 
** Quivi si rende giusto prcaBÌo# ncitoj 
** Quivi s' intende hor 1' alu fantasia 
•* A descriver Gitvami nt! dtartti 
** Qwvi cantano hor gli angeli i vaA veni, 
* D«f«jl'ver-4r«giU<«w»pnÒT«knì." 

MK^$.ed»rtm.ftrCtmimétTriK»t 1546. 



Digitized by Google 



71 

he was involred in, to aet with a promptitude and deci- chap* 
Aon wludi swpiized thow who vme w itn e we t o£ Ina om» 
duet; wMlst the endowineiMB which eittttled him to adaU 
radon and tetpeet, were accoittpanied by oihcn thai con^ 
cHiated, in an enuQent degree, the atseaia, and affitction 
of 1ÙS fellow-citizeBB. 

Tall in hts stature, robust in his form, Lorenzo had m 
his person more the appearance of strength than of elegance. 
From his birth he laboured utuler some peculiar disadvan- 
tages; his sight was weak, his voice harsh and uupleasing-, 
and he was totally deprived of the lense of mucU {a). Wi^ 
«11 Aeae defects hn oountenanoe was digniSed, and gaw an 
idea of the magnaotmity of his diaracterj and die efiets 
of his doquence were conspicuous on wmtj importatt 
occanons. In liis Touth he was much addicted to active 
and laborious exercises^ to hawkii^ hofsetnaiubqpy and 
country sports. Though not bom to support » nw ii lary 
character, he gave sufficient proofs of his courage, not 
only in public tournaments, which were then not infre- 
quent in Italv, but also upon more trying occasions. Such 
was the VLiiiatility of liis talents, that it is difficult lo dis- 
cover any department of bunness, or amus e m e nt , d 
art, or of science, to wbidi they were not at some time 
appKed ; and in whatever lie undertook, he arrived at à pro- 
ficiency which would seem to have required the labour of 
' a life much longer than that which he was permitted to 
enjoy* 

Under 



(«} Ftibriiit, M vitd Lmir» Uni, /. ^ 
2 
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CHAP. Undor the tostltutioii of Gendle 'd*Urbmo, who after- 
^^^^ vmdSf by the patronage of his pupil, became bishop of 
tàucMìMai Arezzo. Lorenzo receÌTed the firat rudiments of his educai ' 

tion, and from the instnicdons of his tutor, aided perhaps 
by the exhortations of his pious motlier, acquired that devo- 
tional temper wliich is so conspicuous in some of his writ- 
ings {a). This disposition was however only occasional, 
nor was the mind of Lorenzo overshadcd with the habi- 
tual gloom of the profcfleed devotee. In his hours of ae- 
liooaness, or of aicknesa, the impression made upon him hj 
his eariy instructors became sufficiently apparent ; but the 
vivacity of his temper often hurried him to a contrary ex- 
treme; and the levity, not to say the licentiousness, of some 
of his writings, is strikingly contrasted with the piety and 
seriousness of his other productions. Tlie vigour of his . 
intellect seems to have thrown an indiscriminate lustre on 
every object that presented itself. So various, yet so ex- 
tensive were his powers, that diey are scarcely reconcile- 
able to that oonustency of character with wMch die laws of 
htmian fiatare seldom dispense (5). 

In 



(«) Valori dweOs with «ppamit Mtiifactìoa ob lùs emìj fùty» ** Andtvt,'* 

says he, " scpius a Gentile ejus prcccptore, cum quo ct in G.iUia, quum iht Ic- 
*' gftmangCKtt Si in patria familiarissime vixi, Laurentiam a latere suodis- 
«* ceasine mmqitam. Die in Tempio, donee res divina peragtretur, permaa- 
*• sissc semper : r.octc etiarn serum ire solitum ad dirt Pauli societatetn, quo 
** couveniebant plurimi, Immortali Deo in sobrietate ct vigiliis ac precibus 
« gratia* affinisi obvioc Cliriid panpercdos denBioiyaitpiroseqaiaid'viium 
«* omnec ai]iiltneopnerile,iiibtlddKatDmapparaiMe" Fmt im^MLaur.f.^, 

(^) This pcculi^ii it>' In the character of Lorenzo ^ras not unobserved hy UH 
cooiemporuies, " Jam vexo ^oo imquam ia iMmine fam divtCM iat» m fa» 
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Jn enperailìBndiiig the mibsequent .progress of Lòriiiso, ^HAF. 
s&reral ochtr peaftoias eminent for their learning concurred. 
In die jeir 1457, Ciistoforo Landino waa appointed by 
the 'm^stracy of Florence to the oiHce of public pro- 
feKor of poety and rhetoric in that city, and was soon 
afterwards intrusted by Piero de' Medici with the in- 
struction of his two sons. Between Landino and his pupil 
Lorenzo a reciprocal attachment took place, and such was 
the opinion that the master eritcrtained ot" the judgment of 
his scholar, that he is said frequently to have submiticci his 
vnions'and learned woirka coIiìb pernaai and oorrection {a), 
la the' Greek language, in ethics» and in the principles of 
the Aristotelian philosophy, ' Lbàrentò^ had the advantage 
of the preeeptt ot the learned Argyropylus (^), mid in thosè 
of the Platonic sect hé was sedulously instructed by Mar- 
silio Ficino, for whom heiecsSned throt^h life an unalter- 
able friendship ; but for many of his accomplishments he 
was not indebted to any preceptor. Thit exquisite taste 
in poetry, in music, and in every department of the fine 

arts, which enabled him to contribute so powerfully towards 
^-«1 ! r - ■••■([:.:•' .-./ li i'i'^ : 1 . . u- (jj^jj 

• . ^. . . 1 - ,f it • \- ' • • 

" cniut partes virtottun'maxiixUruitf ? Quiet crtJm tongnis nhai ciuam a ghivi- 
" uce fMilitai ' - ta^en te coostant^c^ ,^on^^ vero f^uis demeanor aw 
* kmor? Qbidt tarn miniKlé'qijMÌ.i03gnitudii>efn Jsttm mimi humuitadi 
" «mdimoitfs temper Ari i^' Sec. fauif Ctrfttii Ep. tJ Laur. Mtd. ad bàit ifr 
hmmihu tloetit fr^tf. Ed. Fler. 17J4. Tide «S /faLib vitÀ ^MTk f-i^ ■■' • ' 

(«) JkW. Sfit. Liu fkr, V, uf» iSj. 

{iy Ar g Ti opvtu s Byzantius ÌTT;ìgflI fuìf S: aiictorìfn»e Se p;r^t':\ apucl Ov.- 
mom Medicem» ha|u> filium Fetrum, nepotemque l^aufcjatium, quem noa 
nodo Gnwk litui* ntd udSéeeààM imbaitt caqitte pbUowpliw parte qua de 
moribns prxcipitur. PtBtimh w Fnm, sd NKtaS* 
VOL. J. K 
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CHAP, thrnr reetocation, was an endowment of nalinie, ^ want 
^^2^ of which no education could have'«u{^lied« 

1465. With such qualifications Lorenzo, soon after the death 

of his grandfather, entered on the stage of public life ; for 
it was tlic laudable custom of the Florentines early to 
habituate their youtb to serious and important occupations. 
Besides, the iahrmitics of Piero de' Medici rendered 
aucb a coadjutor as Lorenzo waa Ulcdy to prove, of great 
impoitance to him. Having therefbie cMnpleied hia do- 
mestic education, his father judged it expedient ftr him 
to vint some of the pcincipai courts of Italy *, not so mucb 
lor the puipow of gratifying an idle curiosity, as to con- 
dlbte, hy a personal intercourse, the friendship of those 
with whom he was in future to maintain a correjipond- 
enee on matters of great moment, and to inform him- 
self of such local circumstances as might enable him to 
transact the afikirs of the republic with every possible ad- 
vantage.- In the year 1465, he had an interview at Pi&a 
with the son of Ferdinand Jdog of Naples, Federigo, who 
after the death of his eldest brother Alfonso^ and Ms 
nephew Federigo, succeeded to the crown, lliis prince 
was dien on his journey to Milan, to escort Ippolita, the 
daughter of Francesco Sforza^ firom thence to Naples, 
^Hiere she was to marry his elder brother Alfonso, 
duke of Calabria (tf). At this interview some instances 
of mutual respect and a tt ach m ent took place between 

Federigo 
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Federigo and Lorenzo, which wc shall hereafter have occa« 
don to relate. - ' 

hk the following year, homao made a viAc'to Romet- 
wbsn he was' Jcio^ reodvcd by I^nl II. one of the 
most «irogaat yontiÀ that: ev«r sat in the Idnur of .8t; 
Ptter,' A lew'xnotitht afterwarda lie proceeded throi^ 
Bologna and Ferrara to Venice, and theiMe to Milan. 
During his absence he had frequent letters ^om his 
father, "cvcral of which yet remain, and sufficiently evince 
the conhdcnce that Piero placed in his son, with whom, 
he enters into a detail of all political occurrences, and 
to whom he transmits such letters of importance as were 
xecóved on public aflSun during his absence (a). That the' 
xeiqpect paid by Piero to the judgment of Lovenzo, did not 
atiie from a blind purtiatity, may qipcar fioia the inter- 
^oune that ali«ady subnsted between Lorenzo and some 
of the most celebrated scholars of the age$ several of 
whom, on his occasional absence from Florence, addressed 
them<;elves to him hy letter* as their acknowledged patton 
and warmest £iend (^}. 

The 



{i) Some ipeebnéas of these, which have been preserved in the PiJmu 
Vuchio at Florence, and not before published, are given in the Appendir, 
No. IX. The fìr$t is an extract of an Italian letter from the celebrated Luigi 
Pulei, die «Bdunr of die Mefgante, aid it u etroogly narlnd I17 aftction ftir 
Lorenzo, as by tlic whimsical peculiarities oFits author's char-ir t i-. The se- 
cond is from Peregrino AUio, whose Latin poems to the Cat mt*a lilutt. Pmi, 
!V» L /• I s, ate a better tetttmoDy of liM eliiUtiM Aan tbe eiaggereted accaiiiif 

S2 
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CHAP. The death of Pius IL who had preceded Pàulll. Isu 
the pontifical chair, happened a few days after thflt.'.of- 
QBB4Dct«rpk. Cosmo de* Medici, and not long afterwards died Francesco 
mdcMoUci. Sforza, duke of Milan, who had governed that state. wiA 
great ability for the space of sixteen years {a). This event 
gave no small alarm to Piero de* Medici, whose family hadt 
long supported a close intimacy -w'tth that of Sforza, from 
which they had mutually derived important advantages. 
Lùrenzo was then at Rome, where his father addressed 

• ' - ■ • ; • to 



of Negri' {JScrititri Fiartntiai, f, 4J0. ) " Fu mostrato non dato al mondo questo 
"modCrv^* ingegno « dì memorint Rflùicllè ifi vedMce dw iwl seeofodfe^Fi^^- 

" de' Mirniulol.ini, Jc' BcJicvicni, tic* Bmliafi.dc' PoUziani, ingegni tutti |>Qr- 
*' tcntosi c grandissimi^ pneva ancora far qualche co» di più uuirvaglioso Ja 
*'liatun.'' Tb» aiidior n loiutaken in plucìng ttie deat&df 'Atlui la 14^8/ 
although the .iccnralc B-.ndii;I li.is in this instance iiJopted his autliority. 
(i^fg»' 459. SuKd- S^. t^i. Flw. /. 20^). J bare bdorc cited tiie epiuph b/. 
Alfio pn John de' Medtd» che ion of CofinOf t»1to «Ged'in 1463 t and amongst 

the lettera \\hlch I huvc pr.urureJ from the Pa.'dzz'i Frichic, h one front him tO 
Lorenzo, dated the 35th of iSky 1466. That he died young may hewever. b» 
i^^iv^pMn Verini., ffit Ub^.-Vriit, p. 34.) ^ i . /.fL-'. 

" Te pariter jttvcnem tctrica rapnere forore»: 

** Aeqaaaiec priacoi^ AIU Fercgràut» poetaà.** ' 

¥ - 

{a) The Sforza were a family of adventurers. Sforza Jegli Attendogfi, 
tJM father of Francescoj from tke cooditioa^f a paasant, acquired «icb-abi^ 
degree of militaiy repatation* aa enaUed Us son, who was also a soldier of for* 
tone, to oVitain in mnn i.igc the tlaughtcr of Filippo Maria Visconti, .dn Ve of 
Miias, and the Milanese territory', at that period, one of the most exteosiv^ io 
Italy, as her poition. According to tradition, Slbrza was employed In turn- 
leg the soil, when he was In\ itcJ by some of his companions to enter into the 
army. His dctcmiination was a matter of dilEculty, for the sohitioa of 
wUch Ite morted to his spade— Throwing it nito an oa1c» he diecbred that If. 
It fell to the ground he would continue his labours, if it hung in the tree, he 
would pursue his fortunes. {Murat, Am, W. ix. a.) He became the fa- 
ther of a fine of princes «ho were regarded as the most qpIcBdld sovereigns oT 
Italf, and fanned alliaam with die dikf families is Ennipe. 
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to him several letters. In some of which his anxiety for CHAP, 
the peaceable etUddtdiinent of the widow and children of ^f^^ 
Francesco in the government of Milan ìa atrongly ex- 
pressed. By the death of so many of the Italian princea 
within so short a space of time, the minds of men began to 
be turned towards new commotions, particularly in Flo- 
rence, where the bodily imbecility of Piero gave grounds to 
hope thif a v5o;orous attempt to deprive the house of Me- 
dici of its inrìuence, might be crowned with success. Nor 
w.-i-? the conduct of Piero, on his succession to the imincase 
ialicritaiice oi his iailicr, calculated to strengthen the fricnd- 
diip of ihdiab whom Conno had attached to his intereft. 
AppreheniAve that hiacommet^al concerns were too widely 
extended, and prompttd by the treacherous advice of IMeti- 
salvo Ncroni^ a nun of ability and intrigue, who owed' 
his fortunes to the protection and generosity of Cosmo, he 
began indiscriminately to collect the sums of money which' 
his father had advanced to the citizens of Florence. The 
result was such as Ncroui exj»ected. Those who were 
friends of the father became enemies of the son ; and had 
not Piero discovered the snare, and desisted from such ri- 
gorous proceedings, he might too late have found, tiiat in 
supporting the character of the merchant, he had focgottett- 
that of the statissman. 

Amongèt the number of opulent and aspiring citizens conspincy of > 

who had reluctantly submitted to the superior talents of 
Cosmo dc' Medici, was Luca Pitti, whose name has been 
transmitted to posterity as the founder of the magnificent 
palace, which has for some, ccntuxics been the residence 1^66. 

of 
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CHAP, of the •OTCtdgnt of Tuscany* Tke deatk of Como, and 
the infimutiei of Piero^ afibrded an opporcanity that Luca 

OQOCOved to be highly favoiirable to his ambitious pur- 
poses (a). Havhig formed a combination vnth the power* 
fui family of tlic AcclaJuoH, he attempted in conjunction 
with them, to supplant the authority nnd destroy the 
influence of the Medici, with the magistrates and council 
of Florence. Being defeated in their exertions, they 
resorted to more violent methods, and resolved upon the 
asBaaanatioa of Pieio de* Medici ; believing, that if Aey 
oould «uoceed in such a project, his sons were too young 
to occaàon any formidable oppoution to tfaòr ^em. De- 
bilitated by the gout. Fiero was generaily canied in a 
chair by his domesdcs from hi» house at Careggi to his 
residence at Florence. Haying received intimation of an 
intended commotion, and being alarmed at the sudden ap- 
proach of Ercole d'£stc, brother of Borso, marquis of Fer- 
rara, whom the conspirators had engaged to enter the terri- 
tories of the republic, at the head of 1300 cavalry, he con- 
ceived his presence to be necessary in Florence, and accord- 
ingly set out from Gar^i, accompanied only by a few at- 
tendants (3). Lorenzo, who had left Careggi a short time 
was suipiized to find the toad to the city 
beset by armed men, and Immedlatdy suspecting their pur- 
pose, dispatched one of his followers to him with dhrec- 
tions to proceed by a more retired and circuitous path, whilst 

taking 



Aaun. lit. Fitr. <v, iii. f, jj, 
(i) Val, im viti Imt. /. 10. 
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taking himself the difcct foad, Iw infiinned those who CHAP, 
inquired with apparent anxiety (or his ftther, that he waa 
fbUowiog tt a short distance; fay whidi meuis Lorenzo 
rescued his lather from the impending dang^, and gave 
a striking proof of that promptittide of mind which so emi- 
nently disttogut^ed him on many subsequent occanons. 

The suspicions that fell upon Luca Pitti and his party, 
induced the conspirators to abandon their design of open 
violence ; and the intrigues of the poHticLan were again 
substituted for the dagger of the assassin. Encouraged by 
the support of the marquis of Ferrara, they daily increased 
in numbers and andadty,. but when an open contest be* 
tween the opponte fwrties was hourly expected, and the dti^ 
zens apprehended a renewal of those sanguinary commo- 
tions, from which, under the guidance of the Medici, they 
had been a long time exempted. Luca suddenly withdrew 
himself from his party, and effected a reconciliation with the 
Medici. Several of the malcontents follo%ved his example, 
and their desertion gave a decided superiority to the cause 
of Piero, which was also most opportunely strengthened by 
the appeannee cS a body of two thousand Milanese troops, 
ÙuA ìàept in awe the army of the insurgents, and frustrated 
the hopes founded on its assistance^ The friends of the 
Media friled not to take advantage of this favourable 
concurrence ; Piero Acciajuoli and his two sons, Dietisalvo 
Neroni, and two of his brothers, and Niccolo Soderini, 
with hh son Gerì, were declared enemies of the state, and 
condemned to banishment (a). The archbishop of Flo* 

rence. 
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CHAP, rence, who had taken à decided part against the. Medici, 

retired to Rome. A few other citizens^ unable to support 

their disgrace, adopted a voluntary exile ; but the kind- 
ness of Lorenzo allayed the apprehensions of the greater 
part of the conspirators, and rendered them in future 
more favourable to his intere^sts. — He only knows bow to 
conquer^ said Lorenzo, who knows bow to forgive (a). 

Hiough exempted from the fate of the other leaden 
of the Action, Luca experienced a pumahment of a moz^ 
pUfiog and diigraceful kind. From the high estimation in 
vrhich he liad before been held, he fell into the lowest state 

i£ d^^ation. The progress of his magnificent palace 
was stopped; the populace who had formerly vied with 

each other in giving assistance, refused any longer to la- 
bour for him ; many opulent citizens wlio had contii- 
buted costly articles and materials, demanded them back, 
alledging that they were only lent. The remainder of his 
days was passed in obscurity and neglect, but the extensive 
mansion which his pride had planned, sdii remains to give 
celehrity to Us name (^)< 

The 



(«] V«i, in viié, f. II. m vita L»ur. •v. i. /• St. 

(i) It is deserving of remark that M.ichr;ivclII is mistaten not only tn the 
period he assigos for the comtnencement ot this building, but iq che motive 
tktt led to it. After fdatiag the socentfnl interposition of Loca Pitti ia tbe 
aff:iirs of the republic, in the year 14531 by which he rose to grc:ir eminence, < 
and obtained a reward from bis fcJlow.citizeiu, which was supposed to amount 
to 10,000 docatt, Ik adds, (Art/. Hi. tii.) ** Donde cgG «alt in tanta riputa» 
" tionc che nnn CrJiimo ni:i ^fcsiel• L:icu I.i Città goveriinra. Da che cg\ì 
" venne in tanta confidanza, eh' egli luconùnciò due cdificiij l'uno a Firenze^ 
** Palm» a ILuduiOi luc^o propinquo im niìgiio alla dtlà, tutti superbi te 
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' The ddéction of Luca Pitti, and the consequent ettar C H A F. 
blishment of the authority of the Medici in Florence, have ^J^" 
been unifonnlj attributed by the Florentine historians to ^^^^^^^ 
the abilities and prudence of Lorenzo; who, instead of 
resorting to forcible opposition, employed his own elo- 
quence^ and the influence of his friends, in subduing the 
resentment of his adversaries, and particularly of Luca Pitti, 
whose versatile disposition lluctuated a long time between 
the remonstrances of his associates, and the pacific repre- 
sentations of Lorenzo. A short time previous to this con- 
test, Lorenzo had paid a visit to Naples, probably with a 
▼lew a£ influendng the king to countenance his cause, in 
case the dissensions at Florence, which were then a sbbject 
cif alarm, should terminate in an open nipture. The mag- 
nanimity of his conduct, as well in defeating this formidaMe 
conqnracy, as in his Icaity towards his enemies, extended 
Ida reputation throughout Italy. No sooner was the result 
known at Naples, than Ferdinando addressed to him a letter 
strongly expressive of admiration and esteem ; which hc\n^^ 
the testimony of a monarch whose character for sagacity 

and 



" regii ; ma quello dcila Città al tutto maggiore che alctin' altro che da pri> 
** Tato àltatfiiio fino à qud giorno fusse suto edificato*** It i$ however cer- 
tain, that both these pnlnccs were designed, and in part exccnted by Filippo 
Brunelleschi, who died in 1446, seven years before the cveut relntcd by Ma- 
diwfdli took place, (rmvi mviiméi FiOffi,) Ordrnft ancor FilippolM. 

I<uca Pitti, fuor della porta à S. Niccolo di Fiorenza, in un luogo detto 
« Knciano un ricco e magai/ico palazzo } ma non già à gran pezza simile à 
" quello che per lo medemno comiiictA in Pìrenze, e cnodtute al secondo 
" fincstrato, con tanta grandezza & magnificc:r/a, che d' opera Toscana, non 
<* si è ancor veduta il più raro, ne il pià magnifico." This palace was after» 
wards porchased by Itcooora of Toledo, wife of Cosmo !• duke of Florence, 
and was fionapkaCed under tbe dircctloi» of Bactohnneo Ammanatf- 
VOt. I. h 
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CHAP, and political knowledge was superior to that of any other 



U. 



potentate in Europe, must have been highly gratuymg to 
the youthful amMtloa of Ltwenzo {a). The success of 
Lorenzo in iMs ciitical btidness incmaed also the coofi* 
deuce whidi his fiither had befiire placed in him, and Sam 
this time he was intrusted with a considerable share in the 
conduct of the republic* as well as in the management of 
the extennve private concerns of the family. But if the 
prudence of Lorenzo was conspicuous in defeating his ad- 
versaries, it was more so in the use he made of his victory. 
He well knew that humanity and sound policy are insepa- 
rable, and either did not feel, or wisely supj>ressed, that 
vindictive spirit which civil contests seldom fail to excite. 
** I have heard from ray brother Filippo," says Valori, 
** that upon lus introducing to Lorenzo, for the purpoee of 
rcconeiliattm, Antonio Tehalducd, who had by different 
means attempted his juin, Lorenzo^ observing that mj 
** farother hesitated in requesting his indulgence towaida 
an avowed enemy, said to him with great kindness* 
" I should owe you ob^atùm^ Fi^^^ far iatroducing ia 
" me a friend ; but by converting an enemy into a friend^ you 
" bave dene me a fimotut^ iMihich Ihe^ ym will at ofiea at 
" pQtsible repeat*'' 

Theexiln inni- The exiled party, which consisted principally of meu 
?**^ttndi ^ fl^y*'^?* intrigue, soon began tO stir up new com-» 
tm fkmtiMf. mokiiMBS. But Agnolo Acciajuoli, vriio had retreated fsxAj 
to Sienna, w»s desirous, biefore he engaged in further op- 

' position, 

(4 Tiiu letter «01 be fbood ia Aiip. Kd» Z* 
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position, of trying wlicthcr a reconciliation with the Me- CHAP, 
dici yet remaintd practicable. Mis letter to Piero on this 
subject, and tlie answer it occasioncU, are yet extant {a). 
Many of the odier compintora retired to Venice, where 
they eatertcd their utmost endeavours to exasperate that £br- 
i&idablè state against thai countrymen. This attempt 
night have fiiilcd of success, had they not, in seeking to 
gratify their private resentment, flattered the ambitioutr 
aims of the Venetians on the rest of Italy. With diis 
view they insinuated to the senate, that the support given 
by the Florentines, under the influence of Cosmo de' Me- 
dici, to Francesco Sforza, liad enabled him to defend his 
states against their pretensions, and prevented their pof5sess- 
ing themselves of all Lombardy. These representations had 
their full effect. Under the command of Bartolomeo Cog- 
fione, one of the Most cetehrated commanders of the time, 
a eonsidenUe army was ccrflected for the purpose of at- 
taddiig the states of flóreQce. Several of the Italun princes 
joined in person tlie standard cf Baitolomeo, and am<n>gst 
others' Ercole d*£ste, AJessandro Sfoiza prince of Pesaro^ 
ttie lords of Foili, of FaeAza, and Mirandula ; insomuch 
that itàa army was not more formidable for its numbers, 
fhan req)ectsd>le for the rank and the talents of its leaders. 

Nor were the Florentines in the mean time ignorant of Bitticnw 
the intended hostilities, or inattentive to their own defence. 

Besides 



(»)' Machiavelli iaTorflM oi tint Agaolo ^didrew to Naples, and professet 
to cite the particulara of the ktttn between him and Piero. The accuracy of 
this historian may 9gifW hf CQmparing tlie authentic lettew published ia 
the Appendix, from the coUectioo «f Fabronl» with the recital of them by 
MuhiafeUi io the 7th book of hk history. ^» Nit. Xt. 

hi 
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CHAP. Besides ihe support derived from the duke of Milan, the 
king of Naples sent his son Federigo with a powerful rein- 
forcemeat to their assistance. Galeazzo, the young duke 
of Milan, joined tlie army in pernm, as did also Giovanid 
BenttTOgtio, prince of Bologna ; and the command of die 
whole was intrusted to Federigo count of Urbino (a), 
whose character as a soldier was not inferior to that of Cog* 
Itone. Hie advene forces approached each oAer near Bo* 
logna, but no great alacrity was shewn on either side to 
begin the engagement. Wearied with apprehensions, and 
sinking under the expence of supporting so numerous an 
army, the Florentines began to complain of the indecisive 
conduct of their general, which they at length understood 
was chiefly to be attributed to the dufce of Milan, who re- 
serving to himself g^t audiority, and having litde eiqie- 
rience in militar|r affidrs dtrew contiusual obstacles in die 
way of the chief commander. A message was therefiwe 
diqwtched to die duke, requesting his presence in Florence» 
where he soon after arrived, and took up his residence 
in the palace of the Medici {Ù). The count of Urbino be- 
ing freed from this restraint, or having no apology for 
longer delay, attacked the advanced guard of the enemy, 

under 



(«} *' Principe di accorgimento e <Ìi fakre non ordtaifio | per cut J;i tutti 
** i più potenti sovrani d' Italia, cr» z gara rìchìccto per coadum k loro 
" truppe, c accolto co' i più singokrì onori." 

Tini, Sttrm Ma Im, hd, v. vi. fan* ì. /. ij. 

(V) L'anno 1467 di Luglio, ci- TCime O doca OaliCMno di MOrao» di.* era in 
campo contro BaitokMxieo da Bacamo, in Romagna, clie vessava lo stato noe' 

tro, e nlioggiò in enstì nostri, che cosi volle, benché dalla signoria gli fussc stato» 
apparecchiato ÌA Santa Maria noyella. Sicwii di Ltrtitt», im Jff, No. )LH. 
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under the command of Alessandro Sforza. The engage^ 
ment soon became general, and continued from noon till 
evening. Machiavelli assures us, that at the close of the 
battle both parties kept the field, that not a soldier lost his 
life, and that only a few horses were wounded, and some 
prisoners taken; but Iiisiorians of more veracity have given 
a different relation (0). It b however certain, tibat no im« 
portant consequences renilted from a contest diat had ex- 
cited 80 much expectation. The troops shortly afterwards 
^thdrew into their winter quarters, which aflwded the 
Forentines an opportumty, by the mediation of the mar* 
quis of Ferrara, of negociating for a peace. This was 
accordingly effected without any stipulation being intro> 
duced on the part of the exiles ; and thus the storm which 
seemed for a while to threaten the destruction of the Flo- 
rentine state, after havinj^ been repressed in its first fury, 
gradually abated, and at length settled in a perfect calm. 

- Although Piero de' Medici was inferior in tafents botb 
to his &ther Cosmo and his son Lorenzo, yet he gave re- 
peated proofs of a strong aftadiment to the cause of letters,- 
and continued an hereditary protection- to those men of 

learning 

(d) PI uiiia, (I quote the Italiaa translation*) io reference to ttiis batU^sajrs» 
** Quelli, eli' tu ijU£sta battaglia si ntrovarooo, Acquo clie ad tù nostra la 
" "i-^ggMv nmttwdcssc, c vi moriroDo molti." [FIm. v.ì.f. ^^S. /'m. 1744.) 
Aud Ammirato expressly iiifonns ut, in direct contradiction to MachiaveUì» 
wtu^ iny% he, " scheracndo, come cgU soul far, quella mili:tia, dice clic non vi 
« iBorl aiiiae»*' dutbodi armies feuflht tritb gmt<cc«nge ; that according to 
the most modcrute accounts - oo men and 400 horses were killed ; that an- 
other account stated the loss at Hoo, and another at 1000 men. He also dtes 
tbe Venetian history of Sabellico» whodenoinlnHtes ihU a very bloody en^ge* 
**-Cosi|t" sajt siamo tnuctuati k saper la verità delle cose." 

Jmm, V, ili. /. loi. 
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4; H A p. learning who, under the patronage of his father, had 
arisen in, or been attracted to Florence. In the year 1441 
he had bccu engaged in promoting a literary contest in that 
city» by proposing a premium for the best poem ou a given 
sai^etX. Tbe reward of the victor tvas to be a coronet of 
silver imicaiitig a laurel wreath. The secreuriea of die 
pope were appointed to decide upon the merkt of the cank- 
^dates. S^eodid preparations were made. Several com^ 
petitors appeared, and pnblidjr. recited their poems; but 
the laudable intentions ot Piero were defeated by the folly or 
the knavery of the ecclesiastics, who gave the prize to the 
church of S. Maria, pretending tliat the merits of the pieces 
were so nearly ecjual that a decision was impossible. This 
aissurd detcnninatioa occasioned great dissatisfaction to tlie 
Floieatines» and was probably considered not otAj as qb- 
liqady satirizing die candidates, but the city itself {a). 

The coadjutor of Piero de* Medici on this occasion was 
the celebrated Leo Battista Alberti, veho, independent 

of his extraordinary talents as an artist, deserves parti- 
cular notice as one of the earliest scholars that appeared 
in the revival of letters [i]. He £rst distinguished himself 



(a) Tlitse poems are however yet preserved in the T.ntircnti.m librarv, 
Plut. xc. cod. ixxviii. The subject ii Fritudihip. The dcriJcd candidates 
were Michele di Noferi, Francesco Altobiancn, Antonio Allio, aftermrds 
bishop i)f Fiesole, Mariotto Davanzali, Anselmo Calderoni, and Frnnccjcn 
Malecarni. Pozzetti, somewhat unfortunately, denominates this contest Tht 

{i) ARierti w» af « noible familf of Tlorence, tmt wat born at Vèsice b 

14C4.. In his fonth he was reniarkablc for his a];ilit7, strength, and skill in 
bodiij exerciwi. Aa mquiacliiiblc diim of knowledge possessed iiiai {ram liis 

2 



LcoBattlita 
Alberti. 
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by bis Latin comedy Siidded Pì^odom^ copies of vbicb CH AFL 
he ^stributed amongst his fHcnds, as the wodc of Lqndus, sbsbs 
an ancient Roman poet. The liteiaii were efiectoally de- 
edved, and bestowed the h|^b«st a^^anses upon a piece 
which they coQcóved to be apxecious remnant of andqnity* 
It first appealed about the year 1425, when the rage for 
ancient manuscripts was at its heijrht, and Lepidus for a 
while took his rank with Piautus and with Terence {a). As 
Alberti advanced in years, he turned his attention to practi- 
cal knowledge, and the present times arc indcbied to him 
for many useful and amusing inventions In his Latin 
treatises, which have been translated intoItaUan by Qimmo 
Saitolit and pid)lifllied under the name of OpmsaiU MoiraB^ 
he appears as an author on a great variety of sobf ccis, but 
he is better known by his treatise on arcUtecture» wbtck 
has been tnmshited into many languages. Nor oug^ it 
to be foq^ee, that Alberti made an attempt to recoiidle 
the measure of the Latin distich with the genius of his na- 
tive 



earliest ycats. In the learned I.uijni igcs lie ni.iJc a sp«cdy and uncommoa 
pn>ficitnc]ri and had perhaps a more general acqoaintaace with the sciencci 
dian anfmanrftbicage. Of aOtlicfiiie Mtsbe hadatborough and pncti- 
cal knowledge ; and us :i p:iintet , :i ^cuipMri bit pflftfcnlarlj- ■ an anÀftect, 
obtained no «m;^ share of celebrity. 

fmnr, Mtrti, L. B* Ml, ìtmé. i Ptmrtti. m tap. 

(«) This piece was written by Alberti during the confinement of sickness, 
ceeaiioaed too cloie an application to uudy. It was priotedtn the saceeed- 
ing century by the younger àWm NT.umtio, who had procured a manuscript 
copy, and not aware of the deception, gravel)- conicsses in the procmc his 
ignonnicB dSLifUit die Roaisn pnet> 

{i) Oa'tbc Whoritf of Vaiari m snqr «ttcibine to Albeitl tbt dSscovery 
of the Camtra uchra^ though that invention is generally given to Giambattista 
Foru in the sococeding ccatocjr* " L'wae 1417 trovò per via d'uno strvu 
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^^j^ Tdlomci, and ether wite» («). 

The TeputatioQ of Alberti as an architect, though it 
deaerriedly stands high in the estimation of posterity, must 
however be considered as inferior to that of f ilippo Brunei- 
leschi, who Is the true father of the art in modern times. 
Vasari expresses his disapprobation of some part of the la- 
bours of Alberti. His paintings were not numerous, nor 
on a large scale; nor did he in this branch of art arrive at 
great practical perfection, which, as Vasari observes, is 
not mudi to be wondered at, as his time was mostly do- 
voted to other studies. His principal merit is certaiidy to 
be soi^t for in his nsefiil discoveries, and his preceptive 
writings. He was die fint «uthcnr who attempted practical 
treatises on the arts of design, all of which, but more 
paiticularly liis txeatise on architecture, are allowed to e>> 

hibit 



« mento il modo di lucidare le prospettive naturali et dtminairc le figure," 
&C- {Valori, in vita di Alhtrti, da Btìiari, Fir, 1771.) The invention of the 
optical machine for exiubiting drawings so as to Imitate nature, is indij>putiibij 
due to him. ** Opera a ipsa arte pingeadi eftcit inaudita, & spectatortbm 
*' incredibilia, qua: quidam pnrva in cnp<^ \ conclusa pucUlom per SoOMBà 
** osteadcrct. ViditMt illic monies maximo*," &c. 

wM, aè Aaufmt» t^, Péumti» at ttf, 

(«} Of tliU Vanii hai pictcfred dnfolUwiag 

*< Questa per eitrcna aaiienUlc piitoU mando» 
" A te» spregi niaenuocnte noi.** 

Some of the sonnets of Alberti are yet extast» and ar« printed «ttll those 
of Burchiello, with whom he seems to have been on terms of intimacy; and 
FoBctti* who has lately favoured the public «ith a very full account of this 
ettraovdanry man, has also pointed out several of bit poetical picea» which 
•M yet pecacrred in diffsreot libraries of Italy* 
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hibk a profound knowledge of bis subject, and will long chap. 
continue to do honour to his memory. m^^mm 

Had all the other professors of letters been silent as to cri»»*»» 

Landino* 

the merits of Piero de' Medici, the applauses bestowed on 
him by Cristoforo Landino would alone be sufKcient to 
rescue his memory from neglect. Landino had indeed 
every , mod^e of gratitude to the family of his patron. He 
was bom a Florentine, and being early disgusted with the 
fltudy of die dvil law, devoted himself to that of poetry 
and polite letters. In pursuing his inclinations he had 
the good fortune to find the road that led him to honour 
and to afHuence. The bounty of a private friend supported 
him through the early part of his education, to which the 
finances of his familv were inadequate, and the munificence 
of Cosmo dc' Medici compleated what the kindness of An- 
gelo da Todi had begun. His proficiency in the Greek 
language was remarkable, even at a period when the study 
of it was in its highest vigour, and immediately supplied 
from its nadve fountain. The philosophy of Aristotle, 
and the donnas of the stoics, had early eagsged his attain 
tion; but from his intercourse mth the Medid, and his in- 
timacy with Fidno, he afterwards became a decided partisan 
of the new philosophy, and was among the few learned men 
whom Ficlno thought proper to consult on his translation 
of the works of Plato. The Latin elegies of Landino [a) 

bear 



(«) To tlwse ]ioeiB$ Landino prefixed the name of XanJra, being the 
cKmintitÌTe of Jftmnntra, the appellation of his poetical nustrcss. TTiiBiwsck 
hai not Itccn published ; but the Canonico Bandini has givm ns lomccxtracts 
from it in hi& Sfte. Lit. F!ir. v.'i. f.iio, Ikc. Tìic prefnt w rerset to his second 
booki addressed to Piero de' Medici, are given in the Appendix, No. XIII. 

VOL. I M 
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C HA P. bear ample teitìmony to the virtues, the liberality, and the 
accompUshments of Piero de' Medici, whom he c<HtBtaiitfy 

honours -with tlie appellation of his Mxccnas, and seems 
to have selected from the other individuals of that il- 
lustrious faniily, as the object of his particular affection 
and veneration. 

Piero paironiKt |f ^ coDudeT thc numefous teadmoides that remain 

MiMr eminent _ 

Mhoiin. of the liberality of Aero de Medici to men of leaxniog^ 
and advert at the same dme to the infirm state of his health, 

and the short period during which he enjoyed the direction 
of the republic, we shall not hesitate in allotting to him a 
distinguished rank amongst thc early promoters of letters. 
To Piero, Benedetto Accolti addressed, in terms of high com- 
mendation, his history of the wars between the christians 
and the iutidcis (a), a work of considerable historical cre- 
dit, and which, in die succeeding century, serred as a. 
guide to Torquato Tasso, in Ids immortal poem die Cer»- 
iokmm Sàerata{i), An unintompted fnendsldp sub- 
sisted 



(a) ThU work, written in Latin, ms first printed at Venice in i$$tt 
apin, at Basil, 1544, and at Florence, 1623 ; the last-mentioned edition being 
accompanied by the annotations of Thomas Denipsur, a Scotchman, aiuipro« 
fiessor of tiumainty in die eollege of Bologna. It was tnuubtsd into Gnefc 
by Irone Ducas, and printed M Paris in 1620 s and into Italian bf Fnmeewo 
BaldsUi, and publithed bj Giolito at Venice in 1549. 

( é ] Accolti is not len edebrated! as a dviltan than as a polite tAoUtr» He 
was born at Arc/zo, ia 1415, whence Iits usual appellation of Benedetto Aretino. 
Having been scot on an embassy from that place to Florence, he took up his 
rendcnee there, and intheyeari459 succeeded Poggio BraceioHni aa accretny 
to the republic, in which office he condnued till his death, in 1466, Beiidca 
his historj, he is the antlior of a dialqgne, intitled, Dt frmittmim virtnm tat 
«Wt iasctilxd 10 Couno de* Medio, wluchivas fiiit printed in i699> Ttah 
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slsted between Piero and tlic cclcbiated Donalo Acciajuoli, CHAP, 
who inscribed to liim several of his learned works [a). 
The LaureritMn Ubruy contuns many nmilar iiutaneet of 
the gratitude and obaemoce of Uie scholars of the time. 
Amongst those deserving of more pardcuUr nodbe is Fran* 
cescò Ottavio, who dedicated to Piero his poom De aeitt pom 
^anmiy in which he hesitates not to represent 1ÙS patron aa 
•urpassing the example of his father, in lus attention to the 
canse of literature and in bis kindness to its profiessors (3). 

No sooner was the city of Florence re<^torc'd to peace, Gio»ir»«£LB. 
and tlie dread of a foreign enemy removed, than the na- ^tasilof 
turai disposition of the Inhahitants for splendid exhibitions 
began to revive. Amongst other amusements, a tourna- 
meitt was held, in which Lorenzo de' Me^ bore away i^z. ' 
the prize, being a helmet of silver, with a figure of Mars 
as the crest. In another encounter Giuliano had equal suc^ 
cess with hu brother. This incident is the more entitled 
to our notice, as it has given rise to two €£ the most cele» 
brated Italian poems of the fifteenth century, the Giostra of 
Lorenzo de^ Medici^ by Luca Pulci ; and the Giostra of 
Ciutiano de' Medìà^ by Angelo PoUtiano. 

At 



Covtcstf 'a «evere ouuor, allows that Ut hiatoiy is a work of great iadustrjj 
aad tbtt it dnom coiwdenbk light on a yoj dUealt ndijeq^. 

Zm». IKw. féttm V. i. /. 1C4. Grttf. 4t km, ikr. as. 



(«) Brnut, dr. A'Ai £«r. «. ii. ^. 554, 74I. 

(b) This poem is published in the CarmiM lUmtr* Atfir. /mA «* vB. /> 1. 



M a 



Digitized by Google 



92 

CHAP. At what partkular time thi» event took place, and 
whether the two hrotfaeis lignatized themsdves cm die 
Mine, or oa diflferent occaaions, has been rendered doubt- 
ful by the inattendon and discordant xelatimis of £flEerent 

writers, who have directly or Incidentally adverted to this 
subject. Amongst these. Machiavelli has misinformed (a), 
and Paulas Jovius confused his readers [ò). Of the au- 
thors who have followed them, some have employed them> 

selves 



(a) Tf we believe Machiavelli, this c\liiliition took pl.icc in 14(^5, (lit which 
time LiOrenzo was only seventecij years uf age,) and was intended merely to 
Um the attention of the people from the affairs of state. " Per tor via adoB* 
" que questo otiot e dare che pensare a gli huomini qualche cosa che levassero 
** t pensieri dello stato, scndo già passato 1' unno che Cosimo era morto, prc- 
** M|i> occasione, da che fussebene rallegrar la città, e ordiu.irono due fette 
*' (secondo I' altre che in quella città si fanno) solenni&simc. Una che rap. 
<* presentava quando i tre magi vennero d' oriente dietro alla stella che dimos- 
** trava b nntivita di Christot la qoale eradi ttata pompa Se si magnifica, 
" che in ordiaark c fitrb» teneva più mesi occupata tutta la città. L' altra 
" fù uno torniaiaeMo dove i primi giovani della città si esscrdtarono insieme 
" coi più nomioati cavallieiì d' It.ill.i ; c tra i glovaai fioraitiitt il pjà riputato 
*' fti I^orenio, primo ;;enito di Piero, il (jUiile non per pmttn, ma per proprio 

suo valore ne riportu iJ primo hoiiorc." Mat. Hht. lib. vii. 

(^) In his elogies Jovius adverts to the Giostra of Lortuzo, as prior to 
that of Giuliano. ** Politìanus à prima ftatim juventa adminliill* ingeiUi 
*' nomen adcptus est : cum novo niustriqitc pncmntc, Jnli.ml MeJici'i cquc^tres 
•* ludos cclcbrassei} Luci Pulcio nobili poeta omnium confessione superato, 
fai Laurent!! fcatrii ludknun eqoettrb pajpis «peetaealiA* nideni modli 
" & numer i^ dccantarat," Scc. In E!cg. vir. dott. 'Rut in his life of Leo X. 
he directly contradicu his own evidence. Speaking of the totunament of Gia- 
liaao. lie ny»; <• Ejnt glorioii UAoiw pneminu finh ti i m u plun fbCtiaai 
" divini poetx carminibns celebrates. Ncc multo post Luurentiiis, ut frater- 
" nis laudibus xquarctur, novum spectaculum pcriculocissimz pugnae edidit. 
** Hojos quoque ipècHicntiiiiì «ecttmìnla awmoriam Pidàut ipse, PoUtiani 
<* «Duliis, per|iK«iido edito poemate ecnpUemam fecit." 

Jtvim, im viti Lmit X> Uà. L 
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selves in comparing or contestinp^ tlicsc ^aiious autliori- CHAP, 
ties {a)y whilst others have gone a step iurtiier, and in- ^^^^ 
grafted their owa absurdities on the errors of their predc- 
ce«aors(l). Even ttnongtt those who $rt entitled to a 
l^«ater slitre of «ttemion, Fdbraoi has dedded wrong {c), 
and Meackeoiiu» after a fiill itufoky into all previons testi- 
mony, confesses his inability to decide at aU {d\* In solving 
diis difficulty, it might have been expected that recourse 
would have been bnd, in the first instance, to the internal 
evidence of the poems themselves, by which all doubt*; on 
the subject would have been effectually removed ; but 
Menckenius had never seen even the poem of Poiitiano, 
though it is of much more common occurrence than that 
of Pidci {e) ; and Fabfoni, with the poem of I^llci before 
him, has suieied himsdf to be betxayed into an anachro- 
nism by the anthoiity of MachiaveUL la the poem last 

mentioned^ 



(«) Bayle citet time diflèrent passages of Jovius, but, as tisual, learaliif 
reader to form his own judgment npoa them. Diet. Hist. Art, PoUtitn. Vide 
Bm$arium /'■ EUg, vir. dtct. {£ Ji. Mieb, Brutum in Uiit, Fhr* iti, u- «/• Bayl*. 

{h) Varillas and Baillet. The former of whom gives an account of the 
poem o£ Poiitiano, sufficiently absurd to afford amusement to the reader, the 
snbttinceofvliichlmbenadofMiirdlcluitt. Jane, tbJPkr, f, fg^. Tv** 
mm tU$ Cmmmt* ft. v* /. fg. 

(r) Fiibroni places tfais event before the conspiracy nf I.nca Pitti, and the 
attempt on the lite of Piero de' Medici. Laur. M, J. i^'ita, vA. f. 20 

(^) " Scriptorem qui hunc ezsolvat nodum, ego quidem scio nullum. Certi 
M aideo ian nihil ^efiaire audeo,** Zoe, Madt^mmii Ptbimitì, p. 44. ■ 

(«) ** Com pert um mihi «ct ,per Itabu, mei «odiosiniRio^, atque hujus 
«' carminis probe gnarot, dMèS»itt«dlil*ÌS^MÌagBÌ* Oec ad fmem pcrdncSOitt 
*' «m alteram,*' &c. Unuk, w vitm Ftt, /. 41. 
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C HA P. mentioned, not only the year, but the precise day on 
^^^s V?hich the tournament took place is particularly «peci* 
fied. This appears to ha^ béen Ihe eeveiith of 
bniar7 1468 (<t), at which time Lorenzo wu in hit 
twendedi year, to which the poet aUo escproMly advejrtt (i), 
aa wdl as to the attack lately made upon the Floreatìne» 
by Bartolomeo Coglione, called of Bergamo (r). The 
circumstance that gave rise to this solemnity was the mar- 
fiage of Braccio Martello, an intimate friend of Loren- 
zo {d). The second prize of honour was . adjudged to 

j . ; Carlo 



(tf) L' anno correva mille quattro cento • 
** £t ses»aot'octo dall' incumazionet 
** Et ordlnoid per mexio Genawok 
<* Ma U Mftbao di Ibvi cU FcWwo.* 

Gmtr* a Ltr. 

It mtist l>e r>hscrvcd that the year, according to the Vlomitìiie CplBpoOl* 
tioni dill not terminate till the 2 jth dij of March. 

(i) ** Ch' ent al princtpio del Tcntesimo anoo* 
" Quando c' fu pozienK à tanto afiaano»" 

■ (r) " ^^ • poi che in tutto fu l'orgoglio spenta 
*' Del furor bergamasco s al fier Icoae 
** Venae la palma» et cineiià fìi contanto 
** Dt&rlagloitnadsaoaQtlooagoiie.'' 

(^J) " E' sì faceva le nozze In Fiorenza 

" Quando al ciel piacgue, di Braccio Martello^ 

<* Ciorana ocntta di ttata «eedlcflxa 

* Ckl» aoD npni chi eonpanie k fncUak" fee* 
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Culo Borromei (0). At ùà» tune Giuliano was only in his chap. 

fifteenth year; but he made his appearance on honeback ■ 1 — 

among the combatants (^), and obtained a prize during the 
same festival ; it being evident from the poem of Pulci, 
that he was to try his courage on a future day (r). The 
poem of Politiano contains also sufficient proof that the 
tournament of Giuliano is to be placed at no very distant 
period from that ol Lorenzo, aii it appears Lorenzo was 
not then married, although that event took place within 
a few months after he had signalized himself in thb con* 
test [J). If ftiither confirmation were necessary, it may be 
found in the Ricordi of Lorenzo, who defi:ayed the e» 
pence of this exl^ition, which cost ten thousand florins^ 
and was held in die place-crf'' S. Ooee^ In this audiendc 

document 



(a) " Trassonsi gii elmi i giostranti di usta 
** E potto fine ^ si lungo mutoni: 
" Fu data al giovinetto con gran festo 
*' Il primo honor di Marte, eoa i' alloro» 
« Bt fsltio « Carlo Boctonei d «an».'* 



GiutrméiUrt 



{i) ** Poi tegotuva il suo fratel Giuliano, 
** Sopra un destrier tutto cP acciaio coperto.' 



(r) che sono per Giuliano certi sqtùUi 

" Che dcitoii come Canmciale il corno, 
" Il suo cor magno all' aipettata poltra ( 
** Ultima gloria di Fiorenza 1 



Ji, m Jim, 



(0 GtMUnuBGìaliamieMté, &.% 
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CHAT, docament Lorenzo «peaks with becoming modesty of these 
^ — : — hia youthful atcbtevementft 

Pocm«rLuM It must be confcissed that tlie poem of Pulci derives its 
merit rather from the minute information it gives us re- 
specting this exhibition, than from its pociical excel- 
lence (^). A considerable part of it i« employed in de- 
scribing the preparations for the tournament, and the habits 
and appearance of the combatants. The umpires were, 
Roberto da Sanseverino, Carlo Pandolfini, Tomaso Soderinì, 
Ugolino Martelli, Niccolo Giugni, and Buoogbnni Gian- 
lìg^iazii. The candidates for the prize were eighteen in 
number. The steed upon which Lorenzo made his first 
appearance was presented to him by Ferdinand king of 
Naples. That on which he relied in the combat, by Borso 
marquis of Ferrara. The duke of Milan had furnished 
him with his suit of armour. His motto was Le tents 
rememt* His device, die jtiSnffv de fyf, die pri^ege 
using the arms of France having shortly before been con- 
ceded to die Medid by Louis XI. by a solemn act (r). 
His first conflict was with Carlo Borromei} his next mth 

Braccdo 



(«) Rie. t/i L»r. in J/i/i. Ac. XII. 

{i) Of this poem I have seen <inly two editions t the first printed without 
note of date or place, but apparently about the year 1500, under the title of 

liA OlOtTRA Bl LOKENZO de' MEDICI It! l< A IN RIMA DA LV IGI DE* VVLCI AMNO» 

M'CCCe.iiXiriti. in which it is to be observed, that this work is erroncousif 
attributed to Luigi, the author of the Mtrganu, instead of Luta, bis brother. 
The other edition is printed in Florence by Uic Giunti, in 1571, MOO>nipanied . 
by the Cirijo Calvamt, and the E^titU of L»tm Puki» and is cbere Mtribnted to 
it* proper author. 

if) The gnnttflf dui privUeg^ yet remains, v. Jff. No. XIV. 
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Braccio de' Medici, who attacked Kim with such strengdi CHAP, 
and courage, that if the stroke had taken place, Orlando 
himself, as ihe poet assures us, could not haire withstood 
the shodc Lorenzo took speedy vengeance, but his spear 
breaking into a hundred pieces, his adversarj was preserved 
from a total overthrow. He thm assuled Carlo da. Forme, 
whose helmet he split, and whom he nearly unhorsed. 
Lorenzo then changing his steed, made a violent attack 
upon Benedetto Salutati, who liad just couched his laoce 
ready for the combat. 



Vedestu mai falcon calare a piombo, 
£ poi sptanarai, e batter finte I' ale, 
C ha tratto liiori ddk schieta il cokwibo? 
Così Lorenzo Benedetto a.'^suIc ; 
Tanto che 1' aria fa fischiar pel rombo, 
Non va si presto folgor, non che strale ; 
Dettonsi colpi che parvon d'Achille, 
£t balza un mongibel Iborì di foville* 



Itast thou not seen the falcon in his flight. 
When high in air on balanced wing he hung. 
On some lone straggler of the covey light ì 
»On Benedetto thus I.orenzo sprung. 
Whistled the air, as anient for die fi^. 
Fleet as the arrow fiies he rushed along; 
Achilles' rage their meeting strokes inspires. 
Their sparkling armour rivals Etna's fires. 

The poem of Politiano is of a very di£%rent character, rom^tr^ 
and though produced about the same period of time is à ^ 
▼OL. I* N century 
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century posterior in point of refiaement (d). The age of 
Politlano fiiieii hcinóbt it 9àaodfewcttétd fowteen years», 
«nd it BoM not be dented that the poem betn upon the 
fi^e of it the marics of jttTenUity<— but what a maishood 
floes it inroraise ?— From sach early eKUberaace of Uoe* 
tom whac fruits might we not expect ? The general appro- 
bation with which it was received, must have been highly 
flattering both to the poet and the hero ; nor has posterity 
appealed from the decision. On the contrary, it lias been 
uniformly allowed that this was one of tlie earliest produc- 
tions in the revival of letters, that breathed the true i^piric 
of poetry ; and that it not only far excelled the Giostra of 
Pttld, but essentially contcibated towards the ettablidimeat 
of a better iMte in Itaiy. 

It may seem strange, that although this poem be of 
considerable length, containing about fourteen hundred 
lines, it is left unfinished, and breaks ofl" even before the 
tournament begins. Instead of giving us, like Pulci, a mi- 
nute 



(«) The Slamu of Pulklaao on the GitttM of CiaUano dc' Medici have 
been frequently prmtcJ. la the earliest edition I "kare seen, they iire sccoin* 

pnnicd by his FaWc of Orfeo, ^fn-nfafe it Fa-r.'-u, prr Gianjttfheite di Cari» da 
Fttvia, A itamut di Str FUre Paunt da Fcicm, quult dì %y. d' Ott»6r* m. D« ZIIU 

This, lumeTcr, is not the first edition, ibef Javiaff bwn piimed ia tbe life- 
time of Polittano, though 'withoat his conenrrcncc, as appears by the dedica- 
tion from Ale&uuidro 6artjo Co Galeazzo BcntivogHo, reprinted in tJw edition 
of 1513» wherrin Saitio aUiidec to their lumog been printed bj flato de Bene* 
dictis, one of the best prraters of the fifteenth century, and adds, " Credo 
*< ancora che se alquanto ai Poiitiano dispiacerà che queste sue Stanze dallui 
'< già disprenotte, ai itaaipiao ( intr-aU inaMn>Kti jàtmA^ kaveadcni aita 
volta a divulgare, sotto ci LÌ*; ! : nome di titu signoria sì divulghino.'* 
Many suluequent editions have been pubiished t at Veaicet t5>i>.i5i7i &Ca 
asd tt Padua* by Conuao, 1728, 1751, aad ^765* 
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niite deteripdon of die hnltfHiPCTW of die enmbatants, the chap. 
poet takes ft wider diciiit; and' indulges bimelf in digrcs- 
sions and episodes of great extent. The express purpose 
far which it was written would not inde«l be veiy apparent^ 
were it not for the information afforded: us in die com- 
mencement ; and even here tlie author does not propose to 
confine himself to one subject in particular, but professes 
to celebrate the feats of arms and pomps of Florence, and 
the loves and studies of Giuliano de' Medici {a). Although 
Giuliano be the subject, the poem is .tddresscd to Lorenzo, 
whose £Kvcm PoUdano eaniesdy supplicates. 

£ tu, ben nato Laur', sotto ÌI cui vdo 
Fiorenza Hera in pace si riposa, 
Nò teme ! vent!, o'l minacciar del cielo, 
O Giove irato in vista più crucciosa i 
Accogli al oinbra del tuo tanto otteb 
La voce umil, tronante, e paurosa; 
Princìpio, e fin, di tutte le mie vogli^ 
Che sol vivon d' odor ddletue %liei 

Deh salì mai che eoa piik alce aoie^ 
Se non cantraiti ài mio voler bftuòa» 

I.O spirto delle membre, che divote 
Ti fiir da* fati, insin già dalla cuna. 
Risuoni te dai Numidi a Boote, 
Bagl* Indi, al mar che'l nostro ciel imbruna, 

E, posto'l 



(«) " Le glcfriose pompe, c i fieri Indi 

« 3>eito<IlA<*0lli«w> attenta e «ttfag» 

" A* mjjjmnimi TosdiI : e i regni erodi 
" Di quella dea che'l terzo ciel dipinge i 
•* £ i (vemj 4igvi ft (G cnonti stadi.- 
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CHAT. E,poito*liiidoiati]oielioelfgab, 

IX foco ai^ili?cnd in lijaiioo cigno ? 



High born Lorenzo, laurei — in whose shade 
1 hy Florence re$ts, nor fears the lowering storm. 
Nor threatening sign* in heaven's high front display'd. 
Nor Jove*8 dread anger in its fierceatibim ; 

O to the trembling miue afibrd thine aid» 

—The muse that courts thee, timorous and Soxlota, 

I.ivr^ in the shadow of thy prosperous tree, 
^ind bounds her every fond desire to thee 

£Fe kmg the spirit diat this frame inqtbesi 

This frame, that from its earliest hour was ÙàuCt 
If fortune frown not on my vast desire*, 
Shall spread to distant shores thy name divine. 
To lands that feel the sun's intenser fires, 
Hiat maifc his eaifiiest rise, hh last dedbe^ 
Nurs'd in the shade thy spreading branch soppliet^ 
Tuneless before a tunefiil twain I rise. 

The poet then proceeds to describe the youtliful employ- 
ments and pursuits of Giuliano de* Medici, and particularly 
adverta to his repugnance to surrender hia heart to the aU 
tacks continually made upon it by the fiur sex. 

Ah quante Ninfe per lui sospiromo ! 
Ma fti 8Ì aitero sempre il giovinetto, 
Cile mai te Nhllè amanti lo ptegorno, 
ÌAù potè i&caldarci *l freddo petto. 
Facea sovente pe* boschi sogjpomc^; 
Inculto sempre, e i^gido in aspetto i 

U 
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n vdtodiftiideadalaobrfiggio CHAP. 
God gbiiluida (fi pioo^ o Tode àggio* 

£ poi, quando nel del parcan le stelle» 
Tutto foioso a mio magion tonami 
compagma ddle no?e tordie. 

Celesti veni con disio cantava : 
■ E d' antica virtù mille fiammelle, ' ' _ 

Con gU alti carmi ne' petti destava : 
Così chiamando amor lascivia umana, v ' 

Si gpdea' cp& b Mttt^' e coii.Dìaiià.' • 



Wot JuKaii ma&y a nudden lieav*d tbe 

And many a glance the tender ftame confest ; 
• • ' - :>Bltt'lliot the radiance of the brightest eye^ ' • • 
'Onild melt the icy rigour of hii breast. 
Wild thro' the trackless woods the youth would hie,. 
. Seven of ai|M;ct, aiid-4itkbumng re^ 
YHiibt the dark pinet or yeading beech supplied : 
'^A^fèathe, from muamn soni bis ti^^. 

*". . When evening's star its milder lu^itre knds, 
' 'liifciliraiidaier foliiB dkeerful'^ 

Tbere emy mnsè ìà» Wd renim ateemli* 
•"i" ' And gcnerou* aims, and heavenly verse inspires r 
Deep thro' his frame the sacreJ song descends, 
. With thin* of ancient praise his soul that fires ; 
' ' And Xiove, fond trìfler, mourns im blunted dart. 
That hannkn flies where Btan shidds the heart. 

" ' After some beautiful verses, in which Giuliano re* 
pti6aekfl» tbt iv^AkiieM of tihdK who devote jthemedves to 

' " the 
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CH A r. t^e tender passion, he goes to die cUacéi which gives the 

poet ati opportunity of displaying hi» talent for description, 
in which he particularly excels. Love, \v1io feels his di- 
vinity insulted, employs a stratagem to subdue the obdu- 
rate heart of Giuliano. A beautiful white hind crosses his 
way, wiiich lie pursues, but which perpetually eludes his 
endeavours to wound it, and leads him far distant from his 
companions. When hU courser is almost exfaaiisted with 
fatigue, a njmpk makes her a^^pearaace,. aii4 Giuliano, 
astonished at her Jbeàuty, forgets .the ponmt^ ànd accosts 
her with trepidation and amazement. Her answer com- 
pi cats her triumph. Evening comes on, and Giuliano re- 
> turns home, alone and pensive. The poet then enters 

upon a description of the court of Venus in the ifland of 
Cyprus, which extendi* to a considerable kngth, and is 
ornamented witLi ali the graces of poetry. Cupid, having 
compleated his conquest, vetunia dtithcr'tDitaeonnt his suc- 
cess to his mothèr ; who» in order to enhance its value, is 
de^foos diatGinÙaiio skoold lignafize himself in a toiima- 
ment* Hie whole hand of loves accordingly repuis to 
Florence, and Giuliano prqiareB for the combat. In a 
dream sent by Venus, he seems to come ofT with victory.. 
On his return, crowned with olive and laurel, his mistress 
appears to him, but is soon enveloped in a thick cloud, and 
carried from his sight ; which incident the poet applies to 
the sudden dealli ct the beautiful Simonetta, tlie mistress 
of Giuliano {a), ^ornc consolatory verses are applied to 

the 



(«) Ob this kdy yrt have im epica|»b by Potittaoo, (the sabttuce qC aèxk 
is ^dd to have beta suggeuediaJibttl^GittUaDo,} printed amongst hU miiUer 
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ibe lom, ittho «walciiig, inTdctt Minerva to ttovm hit 
attempt with glorf . But here the namtàre is interrapted, 
nor daei it «iqiear that the author rewuned im ti& at aay 
subsequent peiio4t having thvown die work aside as a pro- 
Auction of his ycnnger yeacs» aoarcelj deserving of )hi» iip«r 
. anention* 

The proficiency made by Lorenzo and Giuliano in ac- Dispaadone* 
tive accoinpllshmeuLs, did not however retard their pro- 
grees in the pursuits of science» or the acquisition of Jmow* 
ledge* About ibe yeu 1468, Landino wrote lus Dufuts^ 
Inner CmMtlmsest wbicb* at the same time that they 
open to us the means of instruction, adopted by him in the 
educaticHi of his pupils, give us the fatrest evidence of 
their proficiency [ti). In the Infancy of science, particular 
departments of knowledge are frequently cultivated with 
great success ; but it is only iu periods of high improve- 
ment that men are accustomed to comprehend the 

general 



foctns, in Ofip. A!J. 1498. And Bernardo Pulci has ajso kft 811 degj CD Jicr 

ticiith, pr.bllslicd by Miscomini al Florence in i494« 

(a) This work wsu Urst publiylied without note of place or date, but» as 
"BiHidiiii fiippoce», aboiit tltt jtM 147S) (f/er. lài* Fbr* v-n. f, f.) or 147$. 
{/i. -v. ii. /. 192.) De Bure conjectures it w.is printed about tl»e year 1480. 
XBiUiùpéfhù Imttnttivtf v, iv. /. 272. Tldi edition is extremcl/ 

scam. Baiufini eoutd not find a copy in die Vatkn library, dthough it ap» 
pears in the catalogue. It was reprinted at Stralburg in 1508. The title of 
this la£t edition, sow before me,, is cMKiSTorHoai landini FLORtHTiMi t-taiii 
«yarrvoc* PrmMtét^tmttttttmtttMu^laiimm. Stcmubu A nmmu fcwfc 9fr* 
oiu ft fMTTM ia Riita FirgUu Ua nah dUigwiat ; and at the close, " Hai Ca^ 
M ms lJttlnus Dt^amtìam fMrimtm hUt^t Seimrnus, artimm ditfr t»- 
- MMir il iPwfni «M taunurim ^gmund iKr xmH Jt^iU Aam dnMr 
**'it.i}..«ii. i^pw^» Cmmt UmimS iam AigmlK** 
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CHAP, general pian of human life, and to allot lo every ocof- 
^^^^ pation and pursuit its proper degree of importance. " Hie 
Disptitalionet CamalduUnses afford us sufficient proof that 
the Florentines had, at this early period, arrived at that 
mental elevation, which enabled them to take a distinct 
view of the various objects by which they were surrounded, 
and to apply all that was then known of science to its hest 
uses. In tlie introduction to this work Landino informs 
us, that having, in company with his brother Piero, made 
-an excursion from hia villa in Casentina to a monastery in 
the wood of Camaldoli, they found that Lorenzo and Giu- 
liano de* Medici, had arrived there before them, accom- 
panied by Alamaimi Rinuccini, and Fiero and Donato 
Acciajuoli ; all men of learning and eloquence, who had 
applied themselves with great diligence to philosophical 
studies. The pleasure of their first meeting was enhanced 
by the arrival of Leo Battista Alberti, who, returning 
from Rome, had met with Marsilio Ficino, and had 
prevailed upon him to pass a few days, during the 
heat of autumn, in die heddiful retreat of Camaldoli* 
Mariotto, abbot of the monastery, .introduced to each 
other his learned friends^ and the remainder the day, 
for it was then dmring towards evening, was passed in 
attending to the conversation of Alberti, of whose dispo* 
sition and accomplishments Landino gives us a most fa- 
vourable idea (a). On the following day, after the per- 
formance 



(«) Erat emm vir illc, omnium qnos pJum jam secula produxcrint, omni 
hooianltatU, ac salium genere cumuJauuimus s nam quid de litteri« loquar i 
com idh2 oiDiitno eitec, qttCKl quida hnaid sciic <u in^nailkwicater, 
fnMtiiitnq««,aoATcn«etiir. iMi^. Cw«f. /. 7. JÀ150I. 
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fofS^ttCC a wdìpom duties, the whole company aixrecd 
to *«loeilfl'.t]iroii|h./the W(Mid'-|Ow«vds the summit of the 
m i, mi ini a ahort itiinti. vabréd it- a at>litary spot, 
die l»i«bde(l brudies of *»' laigtf beètfc overhung 

« ckar spring of water. At the invitation ' of Atberti; a 
conversation here takes place, whiph-' he^bégina by "òIk 
serving, that those persons may he esteemed pccviVtaxlj 
happy, who, having improved their minds hy ètudy, can 
withdraw themselves at intervals from public engagements 
Wd. private anxi^y, and m some agreeable retreat indulge 
tfaomieWei in an ùiple laiigc through all the objects of the 
|iat»iiftl-«nd mdiaL.worlcL A» Bw if fhU be an occu^iation 
•!.)fiikablelfeif aU men- of léamifig;i it Ù more particularly 

so' for yóu," coqdnUed ' Alberti^ addlretóng himself to 
Lorenzo and GiuHano, ^ on whom the diteé'tton of the 
" affairs of the republic is likely, - fitm the increasing frt^ 
" firmities of your father, soon to devolve (a). For al^ 
" thouirh, Lorenzo, you have given proof of such virtues 

as would induce us to think them rather of divine thatt 
^ human origin ; although there seems to he no imder- 
f* tdGing 80 niOilieiitODB':i» not to be accomplished by tliat 
* prodence and coungo- which - yoii hai^ displayed, even 
« in jam eariy yean ; and ahhough the iii^mUe of yotith? 
«( fill ambitibni ami the foil enjoytntt» of tliMe g^ «^Ibi-;^ 

. .•• i • . ■■ 'Vr'-';: j- '■• ... '{1.,': 

. : . ■:; ■ ■ ^' ; 

(«) tné, Ditfta. Carnal. /. 7. Baadini. conjectures that Laadino c^^mposcd 
this work about the yc;ir 1460, ^Sfi*c. Lit. Fkr. -v. il. /. 2.) at which tinft Lo- 
Kuo vmc puly twdre ycariofagt. But from the above pasia^' > -r.irr^x 
that it WW wiftten towards cbe litter part of th^ Jif< of Piero de' ivicdjci. ajid 
probibly alxm the year 1468, when Lorenzo had already dininguubei Um^ 
«clf bjr his sacc««rfulJitterf«cne« la public .liFairi. - ' ^ ' ^' ~* 

VOL. I, o 
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CHAP. tttMwtkhhntvtm ÌBitaìà^^ 

«tkm and gnat idrtue, hanw a«ffcr yet htm able to im^ 
"""^ ** pd you beyond tbejuslboiioA of flBodeiatìons 7«t,i)ócli 
" you, and that rq^Uc wbidk jOtt m ahflcdy to direct 

** or rather which now in a great measure reposes on your 
** care, will d^ve important advantages from those hours 
** of leisure, which you may pass either in solitary medi- 
•* tation, or social discussion, on the origin and nature of 
** the human mind. For it is impos^ùbie that any person 
ifaoiild rightly disect ibe affiun of the pubKe, unlew he 
has previoudy e w aM M ied in faimaelf vìitaoi» habUa, and 
enOghtened hU undentandiiig with that knowledgi^ 
^riiidi wtU enable him deariy to diiecm why he U called 
into egirtenciTj what is due to odiei^ and what to him- 
** self,*' A conversation then commences between Lo- 
renzo and Alberti, in which the latter endeavours to shew, 
that as reason is the distinguishing characteristic of man, thè 
perfection of his nature is only to be attained by the cul- 
tivatioa of his miiid, and by a tc^ abstraction firom 
worldly puzniata» Loienzo, who ia not m acie itat an* 
^lor, oppoaet a dottrine wbtdi, if carded lo ila eitienie» 
would acBaaate sun fion hia doiieiL and conttndSk 

contmplaidvc life, but that each should mtttoaHy ainat 
and improve the other ; and this he illustrates in such a va^ 

riety of instances, that although it is evidently the object 
cf Landino, through the medium of Alberti, to establish 
the pure Platonic dogma, that abstract contemplation can 
alone constitute the essence of human happiness, yet Lo» 
lenzo appears to have raised objections, which the inge- 
mdty of the philosopher in the sequel of the dilute eeeoaa 

. aoaieely 



Digitized by Google 



II. 



I07 

ttuoéy to have iimlU«tad(4i). On the folloiniig day libe chap. 
tame subject is {nuiued, and Alberti fully expUuns die 
doctrine of Plato respecting the true end and aim of human 

Hfej illustratine; it by the opinions of many of the most 
cdebrated followers of that philosopher. The third and 
fburtli days are spent in a ccmnientary by Alberti on the 
^uieid, in which he endeavours to shew, that under the 
fiction of the poem are represented the leading doctrines 
of 4at philo6(^7 -had baca die subject of their 
pwM» diaeussion. Vfhatevtt maj be though of die 
^Boprietf of siidk a «onunieiiDii, eettaia it k dut dm 
appB 'IIUB7 piteig^ in this poem which seem atron^jty 10 
countenance such an opinion ; and at all events, the ìdeà 
is supported by Alberti with such a display of learning, 
and such a variety of proofs, as must have rendered his 
commentary highly amusing and instructive to his youthful 
auditoos. ■ . «, : 

= it «mt iiMI towcMi hé supposed, that amidst his stu- 
ttoua^érooadan^ f itirtntn "tkn -tiiiriiliMr IB tltfct f^M^ mSSZ^^ 
Milch h« it^aititfidu^lNMa die^àbld^lib^ u^^aa 

..... . r'. •.. J. . I ! ./i: .'iTki . ' . .J : -.■ ■ . : < yjii. neen 

■ >.w.fJH.'H •;-:l i;. V.:; ;.'^u ■ ' ' /- : . . -. ■ ; 

{m) AiWti appears, frn^ ^fàIlo«rtng4^au||^ t» M «JnKMt givn 
fte contest.- " ^.-au r;ii,:J ,ucha5 TnnTlrtinn-; u!etrco Inde provL-nlrc rclpublicx 
" detriaMotum «jucxl occupaus ezctlkottoribus iagcnitt «n* vcrj copùtkaeiii» 
" ipsa.a4eKri«ilHwngatiir, mnqaini prafèeu» cesnlwt «apieas, qnb k de 

*• rebus arduls consulente» recta semper moncat ; unde ti non opera, comilio 
tamcn juvabit." {^g4gu. Camd._f. aS.J ,Tlitu tbe^hilwelii^ Ù obtiged to 
■loap fi«m Ui cdertbt bdgkb ud CO diftnib Àe 

the eare^ th-s pmsser world. — Beautiful, but Inipi icJcable system of philo- 
•ophy ! «iiicb inu»i perbaps wait for itt cotuplctioo tiii anotiiar state of being ! 

03 
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béen so philosophically/and so variously described in his 
own-wrltings. To this subject he has indeed devoted a 
considerable portion of his -wtirks ; but it is somewhat 
exctaordinary that he has not tliought proper, upon 
any occasion, to inform us of the name of his nu»- 
tress ; nor has he gratihed our curiosity so far as to give 
her ey^ a.: poetical .appelladon.. iPttmfca b«d hb Liuifa, 
; pa&te là» . Beatiice but Iiorciucor has studiously coi»- 
^^tedthe n4(fieofflhe.«oteteign of- his afiecttoob| kaìnóig 
il; to be ascertained^' by^ a- thouaand brilUant descripdoai: of 
ber auperktive beauty and accooipUshments. In the usual 
order of things it is love that creates the poet ; but with 
Lorenzo, poetry appears to have been the occasion 
of liLs love The circumstances, as related hv him- 
self, are these — A yQuug lady of great persoual at- 

tractions happened to = 4ie m Florence; aad as she had 
** been Very generally admired and beloved, so bet doMli 
** was as generally bunented. Nor was this to be won- 
!*,^/deiii^r«|tjH^ririvM$fie«^ «ff lifr.bcatttf« .hwimafiiers 
*' !^49?f il!>i|6lMP^8Ì98»: almost every person who had 
'V any acquaintance with her, flattered himself that he had 
** obtained the chief place in her affections. This fatal 
** event excited the extreme regret of her admirers; 
" and as she was carried to the place of burial, with 

her face uncovered, those who had known her when 
tMlvlng prcssed iiNr^ a . butiJook at the object of their 

... i..- ..■:>/.^ ..m; , .^ ... ■ ' ' ' •■ ■ ' 

(i) ,Ctiiimh t$ Lmr. dt' Mediti t^dcm^à^ mi,St^ mtjlm iitt$m ft^ 
v»i^fj/tii,'Ugt&e.Md.Jld.i^ii^ '' 
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*t, ^dprat'ipin, i :ftiuluiacc,on^QÌÌÉ;4, ^^r^, : fjii^epil ^ y ^eir chap. 

fl:>m ie xiHulit d«kth ifitiird lo^Ijr.m 'her tóvely ftce.»* " " 

Mbtte bella parca nel suo bel volto. 

3«UJ-.'.il r>; - ...f'P.f- ■:'■■<■ . j, . ' 

. l ' , PETR. 

■"^^^ On this otcasion all the eloquence and the wit of 
Florence were exerted ?n ' paying due honours to her 
*^*mcriaory, both prose 'and fti^'^trsiè. Amongst the 
*'reft', l'isso cortipósie'd a'fevìf sònhets jf-iìh<f iii ionrder to give 
^ fcVm .'gi^értór^ 'eifieét, myself 
** that,I't(lò had been déjiriveiil bf thè object of rfiy love^ 
**'^^id.' Ijo excite in my own minil all those passions that 
' might enable me to move the' affectiòns of others. Un« 
** ' dcr the influence of this delusion. I biegita to think how 
Xa, r'- ' ■ "«vere 

-iiiz-j :j:;iji07f. vtq :ijMJ : i;:(v. it.- 1 mA »» 

L '.'^«) FrbAi tkjs singular circumstance, compared witi the cvidcoce of one 
«f the cpigrant» of PolUÌAno, wc are cnnt^lcJ to ikicrinlne that this lady wa» 

the beautiful Simonetta, the mistrcts of Giuliano, de' Medici» to whose uu- 

timely deatL we have before advettfeà.'" I^-^a'^iI-^'/'-' ^ 

: wji.ij;.. L" . .. J M. ; . .. < I Aj'Aiim^'i. ..IjAì *• 

a. ^ Dwn..nulchra effertnr nifrro Simonetta fer/ctro. 

Blandus et exanirai spirSt m ore rcj»os, , ^i.. . ^ 

i^iiUA v\ wl^ilactuV amor tempos quo' non sibi torba f«▼«cet,..^•l^ *• 

" Mille animos cepit viventis imagine riroj ; „ 

" Ac morti ins'.iltans est me;t dixit adhuc ; •tt9V\S^ 
" Est mea dixit adhuc, nondum totam eripis illam 

• { y. " Ilia vel exanimis miUtat ecce mihi. - >< 

, Dixit— et ingemuit— ncque enim satis apta triumphis 
" Ilia puer vidil tempora — scd lachrymis." 
' . ^ • • . • 'Pti. m. Epigram, im Of. AIJ. \^^%. 
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CRAP, w aeverc was flie ikte^ those bjr whom she had beea bc- 
^ loved I «od fiom theoce wu led 1» coiiiidcr,)w1iedier 
Ùten'mi^ .mfjfitimt Udy ia jAisdt/ dQMrriqg of such 
hiOBOttr and pnis^ and to tpnii^iift die .tuppiiieit t^^t 
* mniC be experienced 1>7 any one whose good ibttune 
*( could procure him lucfk a «d>jecc lor bis pen. . I accord- 
** ingly sought for tone tii^e without havùag the aatb- 
** faction of finding any one, who, in my judgment, was 
" deserving of a sincere and constant attachment. B\2t 
** when I had nearly rebigued all expectations of success, 
** chance threw in rny way that which had been denied to 
" my most diligent ipqulfyy as if the ^od of love ha4 
^ select tbis h^itekte iperiod, to give joM^a moie.dfcis 
iproof jof hif, XK^ifW. ■ A pu^U ies^yai w«f heì4 (Iqt 
^wnce^ tQ wb|i^ ja^ was noble and bewlifol. in.t^ 
iàigr sesorted. To ^bSs Ì was brought by some oif my 
companions (I suppose as my desdny led) against my 
will, for I had for some time past avoided such exhi- 
** bition? ; or if at times I attende<i them, it proceeded 
rather from a compliance with custom, tlian iVorn any 
•* pleasure 1 experienced in them. Amongst the ladies 
** there assembled, I saw one of such sweet and attractive 
manners, that whilst I legttfided her I could not bé^ 
« saying, //' this p^^]pay'jmetjcd of tiÌ,àScaejtt ibe 

s»iMgy//«sdwjfir<&e mcempMm^ '4f :.hr-. wwft» it 
^ dtad—most artmi^ ibe 'iftteUt ber ^ dkarm 9f Aor 
*^Jenimr 

** Resigning myself to my passion, T endeavoured to 
** discover, if possible, how far her manners and her con- 
** venatiioa agreed wit^ Mr appearance, and here I found 

such 
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«* imcli ail MwmMigp of ^x/ciftonliQarT' eadowments» dutt 
« i| wi|»,#aM«|ii to^7 ^ilielW ihccaMdlcd. tiicnr in htt 
* penooy or ia |^ Hor batvUjr'Wii^ ttlhsve be^ 

y Iqct awm ipn ad^- , tftrnwWfl ^: Sli&'wt» of «.jtait éai 

proper height. H<T cqtnfllttiob extretildj Ihifc not 
pale ; biooming» bfl| &9C Xll4df;< iHfllrcèttlttenMice waft 

•* serious, without being severe ; mild and pleasant, without 
•* levity or vulgarity. Her eyes were lively, without any 
•* indication of pride or conceit. Her whole shape waft 
** so finely proportioned,, that amongst other women she 
^ 4^peared with superior «Ugnity» jdt het from thse katt 
** ififpm of fi)inia)ity or «Gfoóition. io w^ldng, ia dino»^ 
^ infl^ or inodicr cawBcwet which dkplay die peyioiit. €mf 
^, tmi^ «M. àgffioi amL appiopÀ^ein-Her jeote 
!* wm.fàmay jm «nd itnki«g, fiifiiiiliid.fluk^ 
ttriiibigr mam of ngr sqiiiuIì4. «hHiftblngrs spoloe at 
** the proper time, and always to the purpose^ so diat 
" nothing could be added, nothing taken away. Though 
" her reiBifks were ofien keen and pointed^ yet they were 
** so tempered as not to give offence. Her understanding. 
" was superior to her sex, but without the appearance of 
*♦ arropince or presumption y and she avoided all eiror toa 
M conunoaamon^ women, who. when they th ink tlymadvaft 
- tenaible^ beo^fl^eJI^/^tte mo« 

(•.;].; on ft f)!j;<:4» TI 



fa) Let it not br thought th^t I dtoold haeard sndi a scnilment vrithout 
the foU autboricy ut my a«u2>«r, ytba ha* uuioedbexirreMed it in more geamt 
tam»j^ ho ingegDcv" tayt he, •* mmonifieiat di iHua fiuta oprami» 
" xione, e faggendo na certo vitio eomnaae h domile, k ijpsH yiWDdo d'tnten* 
** dm ana^ divengmo iiimpportabiii ; volendo giudTcare ogni cosa, che trai» 
*■ ynawieh élthwihiwoSacceiti.**— Bat we nam rccolkrt tlurt Lorenio de^ 
IMici vTStt latlit ifkwaifc «wni7 1- 



'^preseitt>Bm]aì'ai)d>rdiàlb<bef«fo<«'t6Ad 

Klin a'tHsautUbl'-and accomplished woman, which \vais hot 
f^iiilfiber'most abtindantly foutld; By these qualiScs I was 
** so captivated,' thait^ior a powér or faculty of my body of 
*' mind remained an v longer àt liberty, and I could not 
♦' help considering the lady who ^ad died, as t!ic star of 
5f .Venus, which at the- approach of the sun is totally 
2^ OTcrpowered and extinguished." Such io the dcscrip- 
làoà làkl'haÈM^Ymfys^ 'us of objcdt^ò^ iiis pa«^ii| 
ta'3lìis.'iCQiiuÌM9artipÌni th«'fif«t -eDftii^ whiiibi he Wrot^- in 
^asr-fSfSmf' :and: ì^.Jt^'ò6 hòr illow ^grutt' fantiidlP f& the 
|HitiaBiy^<)f:aIlovot;';ivqcmim ceAfe»fhar>f<nv''pòéÀ'lì«,v^ 
^^cn^ibhiitMtè enoó^' toméèt 'M^it^ a mìstrett- s&^dl éal- 
lsilMfaéifio«9Coitis^ their tovjuetify the effects of tUeiir 

Idiidntìotti ' r- - ' ' . -'0 3..; 

, . . • . ■ ,1 . . . " ' 
sooiwtt in ber . . H^e firft poètical q^rìng of 'thib pa&sion was the foi- 
»^ lowing. . ? ' lì -r.-.T» • • i^ . » '•>.! ;,p /.,,'t/i 

Lasso a me, quando io son la dove sìa 
Quell" angelico, altero, e dolce volto, 
n freddo sangue intomo al cote accolto 

Lascia senza color la faccia mia: 
' ■ Pei mirando la tua, mi par sì pia, 
I - ^ Ch'io prendo ardire, e toma il valor tolto • • 

■ ■ Amor ne' raggi de* begli occhi involto \ \\ 
Mbstra^ al^i^^^ 

Epar- 



Digitlzed by Google 



£ parlandogli alhor, dice, io ti giuro 
Pd santo lume di questi occhi bdfi 
Del mio stnl fona, e dd imo regno bonoiv» 

Cblo tarò aanpn teco{ atiaMÌciJfo 

Esser vera pietà che mostran quelli : 
CredogU lasso ! & da me fiigge.il core. 



Alas for me ! whene'er my footsteps trice 
lliose precincts where eternal beauty reigns. 
The sanguine current Jrom a thomand nins 
Blows round my heart, and pallid grim my,ftce : 

But when I maik diat smile of heavenly graces 
Its wonted powers my drooping soul regains ; 
Whilst Love, that in her eyes his state maintains. 
Points to my wandering heart its resting place ; 

And stooping firom his b^my mamion swears, 
*' By all that forms my power and points my dart, 
" The living lustre of those radiant eyes, 

** I still will guide thy way ; dismiss thy fears ; 

** True are those looks of love." My trusting heart 
Bdieves tb* insidioas vow<-*end from me flies. 

The e^Cs of this psMion on Lorenzo were suoli as 
mig^t be expected to be produced on n young wùà aennble 
mind. Instead of the glaring exhibitions to which he had 
been accustomed, the hurry of the city, and the public 

avocations of life ; he found in himself a disposition for 
silence and for solitude, and was pleased in associating the 
ideas produced by every rural object with that of the mis- 
tress of his aficctlous. Of tlicsc sentimcaU he has ailbrded 
US a' specimen in the followiag sonnet : 

TOL. I. P SONETTO. 
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, SONBTTO. 

Cerchi chi vuol, le pompe, c gli ahi honon,. 
Le piazze, c tempii, ^ gli edifìcii magni» 
' Le delicie^ il tesor, qual accompagni 
MiUe duri penòer, mille dolori i 

Un verde praticel pien di bd fiori. 
Un rivolo, che l'hcrba intorno bagni. 
Un aiigelletto, che d' amor si lagni. 
Acqueta molto meglio i uo&tri ardori : 

L' oatatott wén, i tani, e gH ahi mauip 
GK antri otcun, « le fine fiigg^dve^ 
Qualche leggiadn tètoh paufota ; 

Quivi ve^^o io con pensier vaghi, e pMOt^ 
Le belle luci, come fossiu vive. 
Qui me le toglie lior una, lior aitra co8«k. 



' '$ÌM^ ibe who ^ ik g»^ 

Place in pfpùd'fialls, àind tfiéoiS^ courts, his joy ; 
. For pleasure, or fof- ^bM, his arts employ, 
Xvhllst all his hours vmnumbered cares molest» 

—A little field in native flow'rets drest, 
A rivulet in soft murmurs gUdmg by, 
A'-HH <MiÒéè lévéWiieie «aMlei ifte ikfy-' - 

' Whh sweetcì^ magic lull my cares to rest. 

• J And shadowy woods, and rocks, and towering hills, ; 
",/( And caves obscure, anti nature's free-born train, , ; 
(>i And aotoe lone nympii lim tiraoruu;> speeds along» 

^ ^r. Of i3f/aÈ^ brighe e^ Sat absence shrouds in vwn} 
r ! cattle db^^ 

« 

Having 
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Having thus happily found a mistress that deserved his CHAP, 
atlciuioii, Lorenzo was not negligent ia celebrating licr 
praises. On this, his constant theme, he has given us a 
considerable number of beautiful sonnett, canzoni, and 
other poetkat eompodittoiis, whidi» like thoae of Petrarca^ 
are lontetimes devoted to the more general celebration of 
the person, or the mind of his mistress, and tometiniea 
dwell only on one particular feature or acconiprishment ; 
whilst at other times these productions advert to the effects 
of his own passion, which is- analysed ^uid (U scrihed with 
every possible illustratiou of poetic ingenuity, suid philo- 
sophic retinemcnt 

But having thus far traced the passion of Lorenzo, we ^^""^ >^ 
may novrbe altewed to ask wh&«aa the object of so ^iff*'*'*'* 
ftied a love ; adored without bring defined, and celdnted 
^thout ft name Ì Fortunately the ■ fiieoda of Lomno 
were not in this respect equally delicate with himself. Pol^ 
tiano, in his Giostra of Giuliano, has celebrated the mistress 
of Lorenzo bv the name of Lucrctia. And Ugolino Verini, 
In his Fiametla, has addressed to her a Latin poem in elegiac 
verse, in which he shews himself a powerful advocate for 
Lorenzo, and contends, that whatever mig^ he her acr 
complishments^ he wna^ft lover drièrfiatg ^of her favour (tf). 
Valori aflfordft ua motv paiticulBr 'infisnnttloB's iÀm'hltti 
wè leam that Lucretia .waaralady of the tobIe^fiailttf -of 
"die .'.Donati, equaBy dhting mdi ed by fhier Beittty «Ad fier 
vhtue }' and a descendant of iCurlib Doìtetùi who' had 

ràideiPèd 
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CHAP, rendered himself eouaeiit througliout Italy by hb nulhary 
atchievements {a). 

Whether the ^siduities of Lorenzo, and the pennia^ 
MOns of his friends, were sufficiently powerful to soften 
that obduracy, whicli there is reason to presume Lucrctia 
manifested on his first addresses, yet remains a matter of 
tioubt. The sonnets of Lorenzo rise and tail through every 
degree of Ae Aermometer of love | lie exults and he de- 
spairs — he freezes and he bums— he sings of raptures, too 
great for mortal sense, and he applauds a severity of virtue 
that no soUcitadons can move. From wch contradictory 
tes&nony what are we to conclude ? Lorenzo has himr 
self presented us with the key that unlocks this mystery. 
From the relation which he has before given, we find that 
Lucretia was the mistress of the poet, and not of the man. 
Loren/o sought for an object to concentrate his ideas, to 
give them strength and effect, and he found in Lucreiia 
a subject that suited his purpose, and deserved his praise. 
Bitt having so far realized his mistress, he has dressed and 
oraamented her according- to his own ima^nation. Every 
action of het person, every modon of her mind« is sub* 
•jeet to his control. She smiles, or she fiiowns : she re- 
fuses, or relents ; she is absent, or present ; she Intrudes 
upon his solitude by dny, or visits him in his nightly 
dreams, just as his presiding iaucy directs. In the midst 
of these delightful visions Lorenzo was called upon to at- 
tend to the dull realities of life. He had now attained his 
twen^-first year, and lùs ^ther conodved that it waa 

time 
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time for him to enter iato tbe coajugal atatb To tht» end CHAP. 

he had n^otiated a marriage between Lorenzo and Qarice, 
die daughter of Giacopo Orsini, of the noble and powerful l^,„„^ 
koman family of that name, which had so lonp con- oMetOirttf. 
tended for superiority with that of the Colonna. Whether 
Lorenzo despaired of success in his youthful passion, or 
whether he subdued liis feelings at the voice of paternal 
auUioiity, is left to conjecture only. Certain however it 
is, that in the month Of December 1468, he wa» be- 
trodied to a perscm whom if is probable be had never seen, 
and the maniage ceremony was pexformed on the fourth 
day of June 1469 («). TtAt the heart of Lorenzo had 
litde share in this engagement is marked by a striking cir- 
cumstance. In adverting to his marriage in his Ricordi, 
he bluntly remarks that he took this lady to wife, or rather^ 
says he, the was given to me on the day before mention- 
ed {b). Notwithstanding this apparent indifference, it ap- 
pears from indisputable documents, tiiat a real affection 
subùsted between them } and there is reason to presume 
that iMenw always treated her with pacticular reflect and 
Idndness» Their nuptials were celebrated with great splen- 
dor. Two military spectadcS'Were exhibited, one of which 

fepxesented 



(«) B»yle it miiCaken in supposing iliac die marriage of Lorenzo took place 
ia 1471* Spoilìiig of IbchUiwlli, be says $ *' 11 ne marfae pa» V taunt de 
" ce manage ce qui est un grand defaut Jans un Ecrivain d' histoirc, mais on 
" peut recucillir de sa lurratios qoc ce f ut I ' an 1 47 1 ." Diet. Hùi. Art, Pditum, 
b canwcdng Barl^ Mnckcnins faUs iato » grmer mat» lad places Ab 
erentin 1474. MmtLim^M ftL ^48. 

(1) JEM- ^ £ir. Jb. SU. 
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CHAP, teproactited a field battle of horsemen, and the ether th9 
attock and «tovaBing of a &xeù&ùà citadd. 

vmìi. «im (luiM In the month of Ivily followln?, Lorenzo took another 
jouroiey to Milan, for the puipo&e of staudiiig sponsor, in 
die maob of hU ladier, to Galfa2?o, die ddest khi of Ga* 
1469- leuzo Sforza, di» reigning duke. In thU eiqpeditioa he was 
acconpaaied by Gentile d' Urbino, who gave a regular narr 
ladveof their proceedings ip Ghpioe. A letter , fi'om Lo- 
renzo bUnsdf to his wife is also yet preserved, written upoa 
his arrival at Milan, which, though very short, and not distin- 
guished by any flights of fancy, exhibits moi;e sincerity ancj 
afi^cdon the g^es^er part of his amjorpii^ j^mfi}^ (^).r 

Lorenzo 4^ Media to ins voife Clarite, 

i arrived bere in fqfefj, and am in good health. This 
** / beUeve will phase thee better than any thing else except 
**■ »yr return : ut Itast so I judge from mj own desire to be 
*^ onee mn* wkb tbet, ' Mimate at mueb eu pusiMe miitk 
** my fatboramd wytùùn* IthaUmd» M pombk speed 
" to ritim to ibu^ Jhr it appteats a tìmamd. years tìU 'l 
^ tbee: i^mu Prey to God fir aie. ^ idku moaat aay 

tbAi^ from this place wife in time, From àSlau, twoeatf- 

secwdy$dy 1469. 

*• Thy Lorenzo de" Medici.^ 

From the Ricordi of Lorenzo and the letters of Ge»> 
die» it appears diat Lorenzo was treated at Milan ynnSk 

greit 



(«) Arfr. ib viti ÌM, Mm, ft Mm «. ii. /. $6. 
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9ie9t:ifié6iictkkii md honoar. Mori hideed, ùjb hè^ tiban chap. 
iatrt tbewn to any ol ber perwà present^ altboa^ ibere were ^' 
many mttch better entitled to it. Oa his departure he pre- 
sented the duchess with a gold necklace, and a diamond 
which cost about three thousand ducats, whence^ says he in 
his Ricordi, it foUovued^ that the duke requested thai J woidd 
tlatid sponsor to all bis other children^ ■• -.-y. ■ ■ 

Kero de' Medici did not long survive the marriage of D«tSofPitn> 
his son. Exhausted by bodily suffering, .and wearied with ^ 

the arrogant and tyrannical conduct of many of those who 
had espoused his cause, and which his infirmities prevented 
him from repressing, he died on the third day of December 
1469, leaving his widow Lucretia, who survived him many 
years. His fuueral was witliout ost^tation; "perhaps,'.* 

^yi.4f9!»^^*>f.">?*=«*«^ ^« ?»f .iPr^Si^^ givenidi, 

** ficent interment might have excited the envy of the po- 
** pulace towafdi hU euccesson, to whom it was of more 
^ importance to be great, than to appear to be so («).*' 

Before Piero was attacked by the disorder wiiich for a 
long time rendered him almost incapable of attending to 
public buanefl8| he had been employed in seretal embassies 
of the greatest importance, which he had executed much to 
his own honour, and the advantage of the republic. Even- 
after he was disabled from attending in die council, he con- 
tinued to fluiate the afikirs of Florence» and to discuss 

• with 
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CHAP, with die prindptl citizent the most importuic aabjéeti, to, 

^"^^^ manner as to eviocc the aolidity of his judgment and 
■ the integiityofbis heart. He possessed a competent share 

of eloquence, some specimens of which arc given by Ma- 
chiavelli, who as«;erts that the extortions and abuses prac- 
tised by his friends and adherents were so flagitious, and so 
hateful to his temper, that if he had lived it was his intention 
to have recalled the exiled citizens j for which purpose he 
had an intemew, at hit seat at Caffiig^lo, with Agnolo 
Acctajttoli ; but the nomeroiu eirors of this celebrated hÌ8> 
torian give tu just reason to doubt on those points which 
have not the concurrent testimony of other writers. It is 
** probable," says Tiraboschi, " that had Piero enjoyed 
" better health and longer life, he might have done more 
" for the interests of literature ; but if he had only been 
** known as the father of Lorenzo de' Medici, it would have 
'* been a sufficient title to the gratitude of posterity.** 
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Political state of Italy — Venice — Nc^les — Milan — 
Rome— Florence — Lorena succeeds to the direction of the 
r^ub&c-~GiuUano de* Medici — Attack on Prato — League 
qgmui tb* Turh^Riebei pf the Medici— Their commer- 
dai amasnu— Other to$irastftbnr nvame — 7%f Aàe 
^ Whn miti Fiormce^JLuvrnzo devote* tu Uùtirt tù 
literature — Angelo Politiam — J5Ef tea^ a§d dmracter^ 
Death of Paul II. — A persecutor of learned mm— jlb^ 
ceeded by Sixtus IV. — Lorenzo deputed to iùitgratulate 
him — Revolt and saccage of Volterra — Lorenzo estabUtbet 
the academy of Pisa — Negotiation for a marriage between 
the dauphin and a daughter of the king of Naples — The 
king declines the proposal — Ambition and rapacity of Six- 
tus ••^League hehaem the duke of MHan^ the Venetians^ 
and the Fbrentmet — fbe king of Deamark at Fhnaeo 
— Prpgrat of the Platome aeadeti^~-Pom ^ Loramo 
imitkd Ax.T2ftcAziONS—P&f«m festàvd—Effèets of 
tint histitiaion-^Number and celebrity of its membert. 
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At the time of the death of Picyo 4c* ^Mici, jhe re- — « 
public of Florence was not engaged in any open war. , ... ^ .' ^ . 
The absentees were however a cause of continual alarm, inly, 
and the situation of the Italian states was such, as to give 
just grounds of apprehension that the tranquillity of that 
country would not Jong, remain pndisturbed. Of 'these 
l]ie most powerful was that of Veiuce, which aspired ▼■iw^ 
to nothing less than, the dominion i£ aH .Lombard/, 
and the supreme control of Italy .itselC . The supieriority 
which it had acqmred was in i .great degree derived 
from the extensive commerce then carried on by the 
Ve^ptiaiM to «Ufierent parts of the East, the valuable pro- 

Q_a * - ductions 
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CHAP, dttctioos of whkh were conTcyed by way of Egypt into 

the Mediterranean, and from thence distributed by die 
Venetians throughout the rest of Europe. In this branch <tf 
commerce the Genoese and the Florentines had successively 
attempted to rival them ; but although each of these people, 
and particularly the latter, had obtained a considerable por- 
tion of this lucrative trade, the Venetians maintained a 
decided superiority, until the discovery of a new and more 
expedidotis «Mnmunicadi» tndi India^ by die Gape of 
Good Hope, turned the coune of eastern traffic into a new 
channeL The numerous vessels employed in tianqport* 
ing their commbdides to difièrent countries, rendered die 
state of Venice the most formidable maridme. power in 
Europe. Ever intent on its own aggrandizement, it 
. has only been restrainoH wifhin its limits by formi- 
dable leagues between the Italian sovereigns, and by 
die seasonable intervention of foreign powers. Its in- 
ternal tranquillity is remarkably contraMed widi die tur- 
bulence of Florence; but the Venetian nobility bad 
erected their authority on the necks of die people, 
and Venice was a republic of noUes, with a ' populace 
of slaves. In no country was de^otism ever reduced 
to a more accurate system. The proficiency made by 
the Venetians in literature has accordingly borne no pro- 
portion to the rank which they have in other respects held 
among the Italian states. The talents of the higher or- 
ders were devoted to the support of their authority, or the 
extennon of didr territory ; and among the lower class, 
with didr political rights, thdr emulation was effisctualfy 
extinguished. Whilst the other principal cides Italy 
were daily praducmg works of genius, Venice was content 

witlr 
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wikh the hnmble, Init pkitt. htaca&n dB|ik>ytaent o£ eom^ chap. 
ttimiealtog' thoie tvèricé to the public by meaai of.dw .JiljL» 
press.' Otbtr gbvamments have exhibited a difTerent sapetìt 
«t* diflSprent times, according to the temper of the sove- 
reign; or the passions of the multitude ; but Venice has 
uniformly preserved the same settled features, and remains 
to the present day a pbeiiomeaon in political history. 

' Kite' ]ditgdi»i ef Nai»lea wm at tUtititte gowrned by vipbs. 
Ferdinarid' éf ArMgoo, who had :die .year 1458 Aic- 
^eédied -hit Mm Aifonso. Under hU administntiqii that 
oounfery cstpcarieiieed « d^tee of iprmpeaty to which it had 
long been a strango;' At the anne time tfuit Ferdinand kept 
a watchful eye on the other governments of Italy, and 
particularly on that of Venice, he was consulting the happi- 
ness of his own subjects by the institution of just and equal 
laws, and by the promotion of commerce and of letters; but 
the virtues of the monarch were sullied by the crimes of 
the man, and the memory of Ferdinand is disgraced by 
repeand instanoea of treachery and inhumanity. Galeazzo 
Maria, son' of the.eninent Francesco Sforza, held the 
states of Milan, which were then of considerable extent^ ^''■'tt 
Of the virtues and talents of the father little however is to 
be traced in the character of the son. Immoderate In hl^> 
pleasures, lavish in his cxpences, rapacious in supplying 
his wants, he incurred the coatempt and hatred of his sub- 
jects. Like another Nero, he mingled with his vices a 
taste for science and for arts., . To the follies and the crimes 
•of this man, {losterity mnst troice the orig^ of all tifose evQs 
t^ich, after death of I^of^moo de Medici, , dq^pulated 
and. laid waste the most flotuishiag goyemm^ts.of Italy. 

The 



Digitized by Google 



116 



CHAP. The pontifical éiak vrsi& filled hy fiuxiJL- tkie wc^QMOr 
of Pius II. A Venetian hy birth, hc had been educated 
the profession of a merchant. On his uncle Eugc- 
nius IV. !>eing proaioced to the papacy, he changed \us 
views, and betook hinvself to Study, but too laic in life to 
make any great proficiehCy; To compensate iur tlti& de- 
fect, Paul MMirndd à of mi^idUkettee wid sfl^n^ 
before unknown. HU garments were highly ornamented, 
iuidifcit' tiata waa rièhtyaiìonncéyimiH jdwofe.: '>Of!a^ and 
Imponng 'figure, her appeared inllris, processiona 1}!;^ a m>W 
Aaron, and commanded the respect aiid vakflttotiMi J^ffithf 
multitude. His dislike U) literature was shewn hy an un- 
relenting persecution of almost all tl^ men of learning 
■who had the misfortune to reside within ht& dominions. 
In the pontifical govcrnmdn^t, it may with justice he ob- 
served, thàt the interests :of the prince and^e people axe 
alw^ at ' VBTuuico wtdi 'cach other, (^«iled to thp mr 
jpqremacf at an advanced period of ^ife, witiiaiiìtu^sMfo» <t( 
Vindred begin to>diw«^jolóbérmodiilie lMirti.^e,jQ!j|;|jfct.0f 
thè popè isX^^iAlly the aggrandizement of Us £i9Ù|y,; 
alkd as he suééttds to the directtoniof a state whose finattCtii 
flave been exhausted by his predecesscn*, «n4er the influence 
of similistr passions, he employs the short space of time al^ 
lowed hini, in a manner the mo«t advantageous to himself, 
and the most oppressive to his subjects. Such is nearly the 
uniform tenor of this government ; but in tlie fifteenth 
century, when the pope by his secular power held a di;»tin- 
guished rank among the sovereigns of Italy, he often 
iooked beyond ttie ttsoiivces of his 6wn subjects, and 
tempted to possess himsdf Ky'^MMt some of Ae^naflcr 
Indqiendent ststcs whidh bordered upon hii dooainUms, 4uid 

over 
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Wét which tint holy '«te always prettended a paramount CHAt?, 
claim, havin«!; at some previous time formed i part of its ^^^^ 
territor)^, and having beca either wrested from it by force, 
or "wrongfully granted away by some former pontiff. These 
subordinate governments, though obtained by the poster 
<^ the Roman state, were generally di^oised of to the 
nominal nephews of the pope, who frequently boa in jict 
a nearer xdadondiip to him ; and were held by them until 
aittitier ittit^sewcxr k'ljbo see Kad power «nòi^ to dUpotten 
tte'&iiiil^òl hk^pivdtiBdsidrv andVcHl.tiie aoiMflrfgnty m. 



-jii 



'Ai^ji)f^.^f^V these governments, cither in extent of 
tenitoiry, or in point of military establishoient, the city of 
EIwcwjc - cDidrf- M o t c o ntwd y tut- th^ poAened some ad* 

rftitìaji^ ^at rendered he^^ of no snudi impiortance. .in the 
CQ^^miA "ijf fealy- Independent of the supeBpf ',^^!^^, 
dtl^wgt»X!msBH^ her inhabitants, theb 8Ìt«iiéoa»''alnMt.lMi 

the center of the contending powers, gaV^';tTÌÉ^"&''^ój^ 
pommity of imp roving circumstances to their own interest, 
vf whicli tin y '^cldom failed to avail themselves; and if 
Florcucc \va^ iukrior to the rest in the particTiTr^rs before 
ukcntioned, ^he excelled them all in ,thc prompùiuùc wiiit 

fogliti hfi iSbdb«fMrfjMiirii»«eMii<aK 

to ihcMe who oiered' the best' pHèe ; for the slnU of tlie' 

commander was shewn in these contests, not so much in 
destroying the enemy, as in preserving from destruction 
those followers on whom he depended for his importance 
or his support. The Florentines were collectively and in- 

a dividually 
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CHAT, dividually rich; and as the principal inhahit^jnts did not 
^fi^ hesitate, on pressine; emergencies, to coTitrihute to the 
credit and supply at the republic, the city ol tioreuce was 
generally enabled to perforili an impoiluic • part in the 
tiansacdona of Italy,* and if .fower^ enough to. act- 
alfMie, waa periu^t niore deniable aa an ti\f than apy odio;- 
state of that ctnintry (a). 

Such was the situation of the different governments of 

Italy at the time of the death of Piero de' Medici j but, be-- 

sides these, a number of inferior states interfered in the 

politics of the times, and on some occasions with no in- 

• ■ considerable 
• : » ■ # ''■>.••. I;: •! 

■'x'* •' ■ ^JJii:' I'iJi 'bflvi-J.^'Ij -Of.,,., 

(*) Of the population and finances of Flomce, to cKe ntte^nui ^mèaij^X 

am enabled to give some interesting particulars, from a maniiscripl of tluit*|ìè^-' 
riod, hidierto unpublished,. inljOed Invtmim* d' tmft$ii$nttdi mmovi^grmvttxm, 
Oir ** A proposition for n new mode of taxation," by Lodovico Ghetti. In this 
document tlic projector calculates the nuinbcr of Florcntme citizem éipable of 
bearing arms at 80,000 men, which» by oomputù^ four jaersons^ith eàch, so7 
SU (o indode wfirm people, «tomai, nod cbOdien, Iw estimates- as a popula* ' 
tion of 400,000 inhaliitants. lie then calculates the amount of the consump- 
tion, by this number of inhabitants, of the necessary articles of life, of which 
bt propoteato taktrm tenApatt bione gitaiéral tax upon the prodoce of tha. 
soil and the labour of the country, amounting 10475,81$ fiorini, tyhichi 
making all doe allowances, would be suificitnt M cappprt the miliury esta^ 
bliAment of the republic, and to dtscharge the òdMF necessary expeoces of the 
government. Many other particulurs, respecting the andentatatc of FIOMOM^ I 
may, be found in this piece* which I hate gjiven in the Appendix, as acciuacelf f 
aa Àe state of the maansolpc will admit, v. Afp, N». XVI. 

The florin is no longer a current coin in I'uscany ; it may therefore be 
peeper to observe, that the value of the ancient Borin, or Fitrim éTtn, wa^ 
about two shiltings and sixpence, haviagbccnof the vsJoc o£ three lire and ten 
soldi. Jmuh, Ja. Fi*r> V. il. f.y^^. ' . • 
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conudertble efièct Bono d* £ite» maiquU of Femra, ^^ap. 
although of illegitimate Hrth, had succeeded to the go- 
Temment on the deadi of Leonello^ to the exdmnoa of 
hb own I^thnate brothen, and administered its afiairs 
with great reputation (<?). Torn by domestic factions, 
the Genoese were held in subjection by the duke of Milan« 
whilst Sienna and Lucca, each boasting a free government, 
were indebted for their independence rather to the mutual 
jealousy of their neighbours, than to any resources of their 
own. 



We haTe afaready seen, that during the indisposition of lortuohic 
Kero dc* Medici, Lorenzo had frequently interfered in tlie •^*"***'** 
administration of the republic, and had given convincing 
proofs of his talents and his assiduity. Upon the death of 
his father, lie therefore succeeded to his authority as if it 
had been a part of his patrimony* On the second day alter 

that 



(a) The family of Este may be coosidered as powerful rivals of the Medici 
in the eneooragement ttf learning and arts, Thb taste seems to have aiiien 
with Leonello, who had studied under Guarino VciDneae» {Tirai, v. vi. f. t. 
f. 259.) and is not less entitled to a place ia the aaiub of letters than in those 
of ptdidcal events, l ender his protection the uuivenity of Ferrara was splen- 
didlf re-established and endowed. His court was retorted to by men of 
learning from all parts of Italy. Of his own poetical productions some spe> 
cimens yet remain which do honour to his memory. " Principe," ia|B 
Muratori, " d' immortale memoria t perchè, secondo la Cronica di Ferrara, 
** fu amatore della pace, della giustitia, e della pietà { di vita onestissima, 
** tCodfeso delle divine scritture, liberale massimamente VCno i poveri ; BaUit 
•* awcrsìià p:izic:ut, nelle prospcrit'a moderato, e che con gran sapienza go- 
** vernò e mantenne sempre quieti i suoi popoli ; di modo che si meritò il prcgia- 
" ticnmo nooie di Ftadre deOa Bnria." ' {Mv. Jmm. v. ix. /. 439.) His suc- 
cessor was not inferior to him as a patron of learning j and Krmlr I. w ho 
succeeded Borso in 1471» contiaued his hcreditarjr protection oi literature to 

TOL. I* 
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c H A Pi that «irent, lie was attended at hU own houle by many 

of the principal iuhahitants of Florence, who requestni 
that he would take upon himself the adminiitiation and 

care of the republic, in the same manner as his ffau^ 
father and his father had before done [a). Had Lorenzo 
even been divested of ambition, he well knew the im- 
possibility of retiring with safety to a private station, and 
without long heshation complied with the wishes of his fel- 
low-citizens {0). Seubible however of the difficulties which 

he 



{b) If we give implu it credit to M.ichiavcTlI, Loren/o was in a great de- 
gree indebted for tbit high dùtioctìoa to Tomaso Soderioi, who (as tiwtaathor 
informs us) bad, after the deadi of Fiero de* Medici, elitdaed radi infloence 
in the city, that he was consulted on all affairs of importaneCt and was even 
addressed by foreign powers as the principal person in the rq>ablk. On this 
trying occasion, Tonuso, weaictold, gave a sttiking proof of bis moderation 
and fidelity. He assembkd by night the ptiacipal cidzens ill the coitTent of 
S. Antonio, when Lorenzo and Giuliano were present, to take into consider- 
adou the sutc of the republic } where, by many arguments, he convinced bjs 
auditors of the expediency of continuing the Medici in the elevated statiOD 
vhich their MCMtnrs liad so long enjoyed. {Tiiac. lit. lilt. 7.) Tliii account, 
though so circumstantially related, aoU adopted even by Ammirato and Fa- 
beoni, I a» kdloicjeCCtOO the sbiple narrative of Lorenxo m his Ricordi* If 
Loren/owas in fact called npcn to take the direction of the republic two days 
after the death of bis father, there seems to have been but little time allowed 
for thebononn paid by the ddaeiH, «od by foreign power*, to Tomaso Sode> 
rini. All ! r Lorenzo accepted this honourable distinction in his own house, 
as be expressly informs us was the case, there was no occasion for his atteod« 
ance in die oonvwt of S. Aatomo, whilst the dtitens debated whether he 
ihontd preserve the rank which his family had so long held in Florence. His 
continuance in this rank was not owing to the favour or the eloquence of an 
individual, but to the extensive wealth and iaflucooe of hk fiunily, its power» 
fill forcipi connexions, aud above all, perhaps, to tlie rtmcmknuice of the 
many hcnefiti wUcb it had conferred apon the republic. 
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he Ittd to «neoanter, lie took every precaution to obvkte chap. 
the ill ^fectt of envy and stuptdon, hj selecting at his 
fninc^ ad^aen, sudi of die dtizens as were most . 
esteemed lor their imq^rity and didr prudence, whom he 

consulted on all oecaaions of importance. This practice, 
which he found so useful to him in his youth, he continued 
in his maturer years ; but after having duly weighed the 
opinions of others, he was accustomed to decide on the 
measures to be adopted, by the strength of his own judg- 
ment, and not seldom in opposition to the sentimeats of 
those with whum he had consulted. Letters of condolence 
were addressed to him on the death of his &ther, not onlj 
by many eminent individuals, hot by sevefil of the 
ctafes and princM of Italy, and from some he received 
particular embassies, with ass ur a n c e s of fiiendsbip and 
support* 

Between Lorenzo and his brother Giulisuio there sub- 
sistcd a warm and uninterrupted affection. Educated 
under the same roof, they had always participated in the 
same studies and amusements. Giuliano was therefore no 
stranger to the learned languages, and in his attention to 
men of talents, emulated the example and partook of the ce- 
Idirity of his bratlter. He delighted in music and in poetry, 
partieiikrly in that of his native tongue, which he cultivated 
vnlick success; and by his generosity and urbanity gùned in 
a great degree the aflfectioos of tiie populace, to wliich it 
is probable his fondness for poUb eldubltions not a little 
contributed. . At the death of lus &ther, Giuliano was only 
about sixteen years of age, so that the administration of 
public affidis rested wholly on Lorenzo, whose constant 

R 2 attention 
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CHAP, attention to the improyement of his brother may be con- 
wdeied ladie most iineqwvocal proof of his «Ifectro 



A hasty and ìll'oooducted attenqifc by Bemamdo Nsidi^ 
one of the Florentine exUes» to surprise and possess him- 
self of the town of Prato, a part of the Florentine domi<> 
1470. nions, was one of the first events that called for the inter- 
position of the republic. A body of soldiers was dispatched 
to the relief of the place, but the intrepidity of Cesare 
Petrucci, the chief magistrate, assisted by Giorgio Ginori 
a tiorentine ciii/.cii and Jinight of Rhodes, had rendered 
fiiTther assistance unnecessary ; and Bernardo being made 
prisoner, was mA to Flcffencct where be pud with his 

hie 



{*) " Gaudeo nunun in modam Julumum amtrtun s« totom litem tradi- 
** diiae» ilB gratulor» dtriqiw grattu ago» quod eum ad liae jn mqim ii i ^ 

JaBaant timt Tcrè frater, hoc est nt doed pHtaae ferè aher, ipse sibi hi 

" stndiis r^t non modo jam rairificus hortator, sed et preceptor j nihilque no- 
*' bit ad summam voluptatcm dccst nisi quod abes," &c. Pel^ ad Lour, hUd. ib. 

If we nuy admit the evidence of a poet, the two brotàert exbibited » 
aldine enmide of fiatenal afectton. 

in LtmrmittM, JulitmqM Pttri F. Frairu fiiitimu, 

** Ncc ta&ta EbolÌM touitt coiioor^fTatTe«» 

*•' Rm tHttoAtiidaa federe JiniziK amor, 
** ImplicuitqoaaioMrfbiNaidiiopectoraiieao 

" Mitis amor, concors gratia, pnra fides { 
" Unum velie animis, unum est quoque nolle duobus, 

" Oorque sibi alterna dant capiuntque roana % 
•* Etsc quid hoc die am yuli, et tu maxime L mam it 

** Anne duos una mente calere putem ì" 
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life the forfeit of his folly (<?). Being interrogated pre- CHAF^ 
viousi to his execution, as to iiis motives for making such 
«n attempt with so small a niunber of followers^ and such 
little probability of success, he replied, that having deter- 
suned radier to die in Bloiòice than to live longer in exile, 
he wished to ennoble his death by some qilendid actum 
No sooner had diis alarm suboded, dum apprehensions 
arose of a much more formidable nature. Pursuing his 
destructive conquests, the Turkish emperor, Mahomet the 
II., had attacked the island of Negropont, which composed 
a part of the Venetian territory, and after a dreadful 
slaughter of both Turks and Christians, had taken the 
capital city by biurm, and put the inhabitants to the 
sword {c). Encouraged by success, he vowed not to lay 
down his arms untU he had abolished the religion of Chrìat, 
and extirpated aU his foUowcfs* A strong sense of common 
daoger is perhaps of all others the most powerful incentive 
to concord, and the selfish views of the Italian states were 
fior a short time lost in the contemplation of this destruc* 
tive enemy, whose success was equally dreaded by the 
prince, the scholar, and the priest. In the month of De- 
cember 1470, a league was solemnly concluded, for the 
common defence, bciuLLd ilic pope, the king of Naples, 
the duke ot Milan, aud ihe tloieniincs, to wiiicii almost 
all the other states of Italy seceded (i/). In the same 
month Lorenzo de* Medici recrived a further proof of the 
eonfidence of his fellow-citizens, in being appointed syndic 

of 

(«) Jmm. la, Fkr, iu. /. IC7. {i) Mm». ttut. tH, 7. 

(r) MurM, An, «> ix«./. 5C7. {</) It. f. 
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CHAP, of the republic, by virtue of which authority he bestowed 
™' upon Buongumni GuufiKazzi, thea Goo&lomere, the order 
of knigjithood in the church of & Rqparata {a), ■ 

Rjche» of d« Tbt multiplicity of his public ooncems did not prevent 
Lorenzo from Attending to his domestic affiun, and taldng 

the necessary precautiona for continuing with advantage 
those branches of commerce which had proved so lucrative 
to his ancestors. Such were tl\c jtrofits which they had 
derived from these Rources, that besides the immense riches 
which the family actually possessed, the ancestors of Lo- 
renzo had in a course of thirty-seven yeais, computing 
from the return of Cosmo from banishment in 1434, ex- 
pended In works of public charity or utility upwards of 
660,000 florins ; a sum which Lorenzo himself justly de- 
nominates incredible, and which may serve to gpe us n 
striking idea of the exten^ve tndBc by wldch such munifi- 
cence could be supported {ft). In relating due drcumstance, 
Lorenzo gives his hearty sanction to the manner In which 
this money had been employed. Some persons would per^ 
baps tbtnky says he, in his private Ricordi, that it xvould be 
more * desirable to have a part of it in their purse^ hut I 
conceive it has been a great advantage to the public^ 
and well laid out^ and am tberrforc perfectly satisfied. 
Of tins buin tlic principal part iiad been acquired and 
expended by Cosmo de* Media, who had csixied on, 
in conjunction with Ids brother Lorenzo, a very extensive 

trade, 

(a) Jntm. In. Fkr. v. iil /. 107. 
{6) Ricerdi di Lor. di Mtd, in Aff. N». XII. 



Digitized by Google 



in. 



'35 

trade^ u wdl ta FIoFence at in foreign parts. Oa the CHAP, 
death of Lorenzo^ in die fear 1440^ his proportion of 
die riches thus obtained, which amounted in the whole 
to upwaidt of 235,000 florins, was inherited hy his 
8on Pier Francesco de* Medici, for wliose use Cosmo tc* 
tained it until the year 1451, when a distribution took 
place between the two families. From that time it 
was agreed, that the traffic of the family should be 
carried on for the joint benefit of Pier Francesco, and 
of Piero and Giovanni, the sons of Cosmo, who were 
to divide tlic profits in equal shares of one- third to 
each, and immense riches were thus acquired {a) ; but 
wUllst Cosmo and his' deacendanis exfiended a great 
part of thor wealth in die service of the country, and 
supported die liereditary dignity of chieft of the iq»ub^ 
lie, Pier Francesco prefemd a private life, «nd eqoallj 
remote ikom the -praise of munificence or die leproaA 
of ostentarioo, transmitted to his descendants so ample 
a patrimony, as enabled them, in concurrence with other 
■favourable circinnstances, to establish a permanent au- 
thority in Florence, and finally to overturn the liberties of 
their native place. 



'Of '.the particular branch of traffic hy which Jthe Media 
•acquired their wealth little information remrins ; but there ^' 
is no doubt that a considerable portion of it arose from the 
trade which the Florentines, in the early part of tlic fifteenth 
century, began to carry on to Alexandria for the produc- 
tions of the east, in which they attempted to rival the 

-States 



TlicircoauniT. 



{a) Ritcràt di Ltr. àt' M(d, in Aff* N». XII. 
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CHAP, «tate* of Genoa and of Venice. To this they were induced 
by the representations of Taddeo di Cenni, who having 
resided at Venice, and being apprized of the advantages 
which that city derived from the traffic in spices and other 
eastern merchandize, prevailed upon his countrymen, in the 
year 1421, to aim at a j Kirti" Jpation in the trade. Six new 
officers were accordingly created, under the title of aiaritimo 
eooBiilA, who were to prepare at die pore of Leghorn (the 
doniinion of which city the Flarentines had then lately ob* 
tained by purchase) two krge galleys and six gDard-ahip»(«)« 
In the following year the Fiorenimea entered on didr new 
commerce with great solemnity. A public procènaon took 
place, and the divine favour, which had always accompa^ 
nied their domestic undertakings, was solicited upon their 
maritime concerns. At the same time the first armed ves- 
sel of the republic was fitted out on a voyage for Alexan> 
dria, in which twelve young men of the chief families in 
Florence engaged to proceed, for the purpose of obtaining 
experienoe in naval aflaiis» Carlo Federighi and Felice 
Bmncacei were appointed ambaasador» to die sultan, and 
were foorided with ridi presents to concitiate his fiivour. 
The embassy was enunently successful* Early in the 
following year die ambassadon returned, havii^ obtuned 
permission to form a commercial establishment at AlexaiH 
dria, for the convenience of their trade, and with the ex- 
traordinary privilege of erecting a church for the exercise 
of their religion {6), In this branch of traffic, which was 

of 



{uj Jmm, la, Fùr. «, iì> ft 
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of a very loctaiÌTe lìature, and canicd on to a great extent ; chap. 

the Medld were deeply engaged, aiid reciprocai presents '_. 

of rare or curknu arttdes were caBcbanged between them 
and the snhans» which sufficiently indicate their fnendly 
intercourse* 

Besides the profits derived from dior mercantile con- ount 
cems, the wealth of the Medici was obtained through 
many other channels. A very large income arose to 
Cosmo and his descendants frcMn their extensive &rms at 

Fo^O-Cajano, Galfilgiolo, and other places, which were 
cultivated with great assiduity, and made a certain and am> 
pie return. The mines of allum in different parts of Italy 
were either the'propcrty of the Medici, or were hired hy them 
from their respective owners, so that they were enabled 
almost to monopolize tliis article, and to render it highly 
lucrative. lor a mine in the Roman territory it appears 
diat they paid to the papal see the annual rent of 100,000 
florins [a). But pcrhapii the principal sources of the riches 
<^ this fimiily arose from the commercial banks which they 
had established in almost all the trading cities of Europe, 
and which were cotuluctcd by agents in whom they placed 
l^eat confidence. Ac a time when the rate of interest fre* 
quently depended on the necessities of the borrower, and 
was in most cases very exorbitant, an inconceivable profit 
must have been derived from the&e establishments, which, 
as we have before noticed, were at times resorted to for 
pecuniary assistance by the most powerful sovereigns 
of Europe. 

In 

r 

(«) f0Ìr. h vitti Limr, «. i. /* 39, tSs. 
VOJU. I. S 
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c H A F. In the month of "MaTch 147 r, Galeno Sfom, duke 
of Mtlan^' accompanied .by his dutchein Boaa, «star of 

The duke of Amadeo, duke of Savoy, paid a TÌMt to Florence, where 

fiwcbI!!"* they took up thor renddice with Loren»> de* Medici, but 
j^yi^ their attendants, who were very numerous, were accom- 

modatcd at the public charge (^7). Not sufficiently g;ratlfied 

by the admiration of his own subjects, Galeazzo was de- 
sirous of displaying his magnificence in the eyes of the 
Florentines, and of partaking with them in the spectacles 
and amusements with which their city abounded. His 
equipage was accordingly in the highest style of splendor 
and expence {à) ; but notwithstanding this profudon, his 
wonder» and perhaps his envy, was excited by the superior 
magnificence of Lorenzo, which was 1^ a Idnd not always 
in the power of riches to procure. Galeazzo observed 
with admiration the extensive collection of the finest re- 
mains of ancient art, which had been selected throughout 
all Italy for a long cour&e of years with e^uai assiduity 

and 



{a) Tixey con&iucd of one hundred aMn atanW» and five hundred iofaniry 
us 3. gu;u'd, fii'ty running footmen richlv dressed in silk and silvci-, and so many 
noblemen and courtiers, that, with their diifcrent retinues, they amounted t» 
two thousand horsemen. Five hundred eouplc of dogs, \>. i:h un infinite number 

of j.ikoni and hawks, complc.itcd the page-mtry. Amn /".cr. -v.iii. /. loH. 

{t) Muratori, {Jimali tT Jtalint v. ix. /.511.) iSxer Cono,^ ^Lt, di Mt/Mm») 
informs \», tliat this jonmej was ondertalcefli by Galeazzo uader the prwutt «f 

tlic jicrf. um.inci: of a vow. Valori suppoi^L-s ili.a the moin e of ihc diikc ^v;l^ 
CO confirm the antlniriiy of Lorenr.o in Morcncc Gjiieazzo was not remark- 
able either ibr his piety or hi« prudence, and h seen* more probable that thn. 
wenrtion was undertaken merelj to gratify his vanity, whieh he ^ at the 
apence of 200,000 gold ducats. In tracing the motives of conduct, historians 
frequently forget how many are to be sought for in the follies of mankind. 

I 
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and expencc. He examined with apparent pleasure the great 
variety of statues, vases, gems, ami intaglios, with which 
the palace of Lorenzo was ornamented, and in which the 
vaine of the materialft was often excdled hy the exqui- 
site skiil of the workmanship ; but he was more particu- 
larly gratified by the paintings, the {Mroductions of the best 
masters of the times, and owned diat he had seen a greater 
number of excellent pictures in that place, than he had 
found throughout the rest of Italy. With tiie same atten- 
tion he examined the celebrated collection of manuscripts, 
drawing'^, and otiicr curious articles of which Lorenzo was 
possessed i and notwithstanding his predilection for courtly 
grandeur, had the taste, or the address, to acknowledge, 
diat in comparison with what he had seen, gold and silver 
lost their value. The anival of the duke at Florence seems 
to have, been the signal for genenl riot and dissipation. 
Machiavelli affects to speak with honor of the irregular 
conduct of him and of his courtiers ; and remarks, with a 
^avity that might well have become a more dutiful son of 
the church, that this was the first time tliat an open dis- 
regard was avowed in Florence of the iirohibition of eating 
flesh in lent {a). For the ainuscmcut of the duke and his 
attendants three public spectacles were exhibited j one of 
which was the annunciation cf the virgin, another the 
aacensbn of Christ, and the third die descent of the 
hfAj spirit. The last was exhibited in the diurch of the 
S. ^irtto ; and as it required the frequent use of fire, the 
building caught the flames, and was entirely consumed — a 

circumstance 



(«) Iiat,Wa, Ukf, 



I40 

CHAP, circumstance which the piety of the populace attributed to 
the evident displeasure of iieaven. 



Us 



There it however abundant reason to believe that Ld^ 
renzo was induced to engage in the avocation* and amuse- 
ments before mentioned, rather by necessity than by choice; 
and that his happiest hours were those which he was per- 
mitted to devote to the exercise of Ms t^ents, and the inb* 
provement of his understanding ; or which were enlivened 
by the conversation of those eminent men who some- 
times assembled under his roof in Florence, and occasionally 
accompanied liiin to his scats at Fiesole, Careggi, or CafTa- 
giolo. Those wlio shared his more immediate favour, 
were Marnilo Fieino, the three brothers of the family of 
Pulci, and Matteo Franco; but cif all his literary friends, 
AyiovM. politiano was the most particularly «Sstinguished. It 
has been said that this eminent' scholar was educated 
under the protection of Cosmo de* Medici ; but at the 
death of Cosmo he wa<5 only ten years of age, having 
been bom on the fourteenth day of July 14 c i. Po- 
litiano was indebted for his education to Piero, or ra- 
ther to Lorenzo de' Medici, wljom he always considered 
as his peculiar patron, and to wiioui he felt himself 
bound by every tie of gratitude {a). The place of hi» birth 
was M<mte Pulciano^ or Mùmì PeGtiamut a small town in 

the 



(«) ricino, uJJie&siag himself to Lorenzo, denominates Poliiiano " Ange- 
" lus Politianus noster, almmnu tmn, acerrimo vir judicio." And PoIitiaDi» 
himself says, " Innutritus auteni //«e à /;fcrif sitm cmlbsiinls illi^ jKru-irainms 
** magni viri, et in hac sua florcntis»ima rcpublica principi:» Litureuti Mcdicis." 

PtL if, «dj^tmium Rtgm PmifgaOim in Ef. lib. x. t. 
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lihe tenritòry of Florence, wheiwe he derived Iits name, c HA p. 
having discontìniied that of his family, which ha» ^vea rise 
to great diversity of conjecture respecting it {a). The Ei- 
ther of PoUtiano, though not vrealthy, was a doctor of 
the civil law, which may be an answer to the many invi- 
dious tales as to the meanness of his birth. On his arrival 
at Florence he applied himself with great diligence to the 
study of the Latin language under Cristoforo Landino, and 
of the Greek, under Andronicus of Thessalonica. Ficino 
and Argyropvhis were his Instructors in the different sys- 
tems of the Platonic and Aristotelian philosophy ; but poetry 



(«) Some avflion kave given him the name at Jtigdu BauiUt hat more 
modem critics have ooatended that his real name was Cini, being a contrac- 
tien of AuAr^iui. (JCwifff AmtHmlUit Uk i. c. 14. Btffk Dia, Mùt. Art. Pali' 
liink) Menckenìus» in hii laboriom htstorf of the life of diis aodiori employs 
his first chapter in awertaÌQtiigllù real name, and constantly JcnombRtobte 
Jmtiiu Amèngiaiu Fa&timaa. The Abate Scrassi, in his life of Politiano, pre* 
fixed to tlie ecfition flf Ui Italian poems by Cornino, {Puina, 1765,} isakoof 
opinion, that the name flfAwMib supposititious, and endeavours, on the autlia> 
rity of Salvini, to aecoimt for the rise of the roMtxkc. Noiwltiist^utding these 
Tcspcctable authorities, indisputaUe evidence remains, that in the early part of 
lib Ufe Fbliciano denominated himself by the Latin appellation of Bantu. Not 
to rely on the epigram " ad Battum" printed amongst his works, and certainly 
addressed to him, which MencJcenius supposes led Vossius into his error, wc 
luive the most decisive cvideoee on this subject from different mtmareuda in the 
h;ind-«TÌtinf^ of Puliii.ino, yet rem.iiiiinL; in t^lc L:iii!cnti,in liLmry, which I 
shall hereiiUer have occafion more particularly to st^Lc, and iu which he sub- 
•erilM bis name Imgitu BuumM PJitUmmi. Baodini, who has bad every potiilale 
opportunity of information on tJiis subject, accordi:!.: Ir gives him thnt deno* 
mioatioa. {^Sftt. Lti. tier. v. i. /. 17a.} Tbut Baunj was an academical 
name* aifumed by Pofitiano in Us youth* might be contended with some de« 
greeof pr()',>ability. De Bure has given him thi: name aC yean Pttit, {Bii/ifgr. 



jbutr. « i V. / a; 1 .) in which absurdity he was preceded by another of his. cotm- 
trymen* GuyPatia. 



had 
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CHAP, had incsistible allurements fbr his young imnd,' and his 
BBSBE jAwxeontiie Giostra of Giuliano, if they did not first re- 
commend him to the notice of Lorenzo, certainly obtained 
bis approbation^ and secured his favour {a). The friend- 
ship of LorenTO provided for all his wants, and enabled 
him to prosecute his studies free from the eiiibiirrassments 
and interruptions of pecuniary afiairs (/'). He was early 
inrolled among the citizens of I'lorencc, and appointed se- 
cular piior of the college of S. Giovanni. He afterwards 
entered into clerical orders» and having obtained the degree 
of doctor of die civil law, was nominated a canon of the 
cathedral <^ Florence. Intrqsted by Lorenzo with the 
education of his children, and the care of his extensive 
collection of manuscripts and andquities, lie constantly re- 
sided under his roof, and was his inseparable companion at 

those 



{a) Etenim ego tenera adhve state nb daobn* «cellefltiasiinis bomìnibuf, 
ManDio Ficino Floreniino et Argyropulo Bizantino Peripateticorum sui tern- 
potis, toage clarissimo» dabam quidem philosophis utriqtw opcrani, scd non 
adnodnm a atàdma at vulellcct a4 Homeri fowm Mandhncnta aatar* ct nate 

{i) Omniai tibi ad ingenue philosophandum adjutnenta suppeditac favor ac 
gtatia Lanrestn Medioes» maximi hac tempesutc studionunpairait: qoinis* 

SIS per iiniver^tiTT! tcrrarum mmciis, in omni disciplinarum genere libros con- 
quirit, nulli sumpcui parcit, qno tibi ac rcliqois prvclaris iageniis, bonarum 
ardua itudia xmulantibns, iflftmiiieaca abmidaiitiiiniw paret* (Mv. Ltt ukm u 
tulPtl. in Pol. Ep. lib. ii. Ef>. 7.) Xor did PoIitiatTO hesitate upon occasion to 
trouble his patron nith his personal wants. From one of bis epigrams it ap- 
pewi dnc bb imttentioii to ditn haA rendered.it necetmy fbrbim reqaeit 
immediate assistance from I.orcnzo'! wardrobe: and from another" - Fr. J tJn 
such assistance was not denied iiim. Hwse epigrams merit a jdacc iu the Ap> 
pendii^ XVII. 
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those hours wlìlch were not devoted to the more important 
concerns of the state. 

Respecting tlie temper and cbaiacter of Pdliciaiio^ his ^^^^^J""^ 
epistles afibrd a» ample information. In one of thesc» ad^ 

dressed to Matteo Corvino king of Hungary, a monarch 
eminently distinguished by his encouragement of learned 
men, he hesitates not, whilst he pays a just tribute of grati- 
tude to the kindness of Lorenzo, to claim the merit due to his 
own industry aiid talents {a). From a bumble s'uuiiimi^ says 
he, I have ^ by the favour and friendship of Lorenzo de* Me- 
dici ^ been raited to ime decree of rani and celebrity^ without 
attf ^ber reammendatùm than my profciency in Bierature^ 
During many years I bave not mfy tm^bt in fhrence tbe 
Latin tongue vntb great approbation^ hut even in tbe Greek 
iangnage I have contetuUi with tbe Greeks tbewuelvet — o 
^cies of merit that I may boldly say has not been attained by: 
any nf my countrymen for a thousand yeart past. In the in- 
tercourse whieh Poiltiano maintained with the learned men 
of his time, he appears to have been suihcicntly eonscious of 
his own superiority. The letters addressed to him by his 
fmnds were in general well calculated to gratify hit tb> 
irity; but although he waa in a high d^ree jedoua of hit 
Hterary reputation, he was caieful to «fistingoisb how6r the 
applauses bestowed upon him were truly memedy. and. how 
far they were intended to conciliate his favour. If he did 
not always estimate himself by tbe good opinion, ente^ 
tained of him by others, he did not suffer himself to be 

depressed 



(«) i'd.Ef.ltà. ìx. Mf.i. 



CHAP. 

nr. 
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CHAP, depressed by their envy or their censure {a). I am no more 
- rahed or dejected^ says he, by the flattery of my friends^ or the 

accuiotioit of my adwrsariei^ ibtm I am fy the shadow 
my own hodyi Jhr {ddm^b that shadow may he somewhat 
longer in the morning and the evemug than it is in the middle 
of the dayy this will scarcely induce me to thiai myse^ a taller 
man at those times than lam at noon. 

The impulse which Lorenzo de' Medici had given to 
the cause of letters soon began to be felt, not only by 
those who immediately surrounded him, but throughout 
die Tuscan territories, and from thence it extended itself to 
the rest of Italy. By the Ubent encouragement which he 
held out to men Of learning, and still more hj lus condescen- 
aioo and aflfalNUty, he attracted them fiwm all parts of that 
country to Florence ; so that it is scarcely possible to name 
an Italian of that age, distinguished by his proficiency inan]r 
branch of literature, that has not shared the attention OT 
partaken of the bounty of Lorenzo. 

OMdi «r Paul the II. between whom and die family of the Me- 
did there subnisted an irrecondleable enmity, died on the 
a6th day of July 1471, leaving behind him the character 
of an ostentadoua, profligate, and illiterate priest. This 

dispute, which took place in die lifetime of Piero de' Me- 
dici, though Fabroni supposes it arose after his death (^), 
was occattoned by the ambition of Paul, who under 

the 



(«) rd. Ep. Ili. ili. Ep. 24, 

Fair, in viti Lour, v. u /. 29. 
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the influaìce of motives to which we have befofe ad- CHAP, 
verted, was desirous of possessing himself of the city of * 
Rimini, then held by Roberto, the natural son of Gismondo 
Malatesti, whose virtues had obliterated in the eyes of the 
citizens the crimes of his father [a). Finding his preten- 
sions opposed, Paul attempted to enforce them by the 
sword, and prevailed upon his countrymen iììc Venetians 
to ifibrd him their aMÌstance. Roboto had resorted fiur 
•uccour to the Medici, and by Adr interference the Roman 
and Venetiaa troops were cpeedity opposed in the fidd 
by a formidable array, led by the duke of Urbino, and 
suppotled by the duke of Calabria and Roberto Sanseve- 
rino. An engagement took place, which terminated in 
the total route of the army of the pope, who, dreading the 
resentment of so powerful an alliance, acceded to such 
terms as the conquerors thought proper to dictate ; not 
however without 'bitterly inveighing against the Medici for 
the pert they had taken in opposing his amlntious project. 

During the pontificate of Paul II., letters and science p>»i < pene, 
experienced at Rome a cruel and unrelenting persecu^ tmorvtimmi 
tion, and their professors exhibited in their suffcringp a de- 
gree of constancy and resolution, w^hich in another cause 
might have advanced them to the rank of martyrs. The 
imprisonment of the historian Platina, who, on being 
arbitrarily deprived of a respectable office to which he 
was appointed by Pius II., bad dared to thunder in die 

ears 



(<•) Amm. lit. Fitr, v. iii. io$. SibirHt. Ann, v. ix./> 505. 
VOL. I. . • T 
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CHAP, ears of the pope the dreaded name of a general council^ 
mig^t perhaps admit of some justification ; but this was 
only a prelude to the devastation which Paul made amongst 
the men of learning, who, during his pontificate, had 
chosen the city of Rome as their residence (o). A num- 
ber of these uniting together, had formed a society for the 
research of antiquities, chiefly ynùk a view to elucidate the 
woriu of ibt ancient attdion, firom medals, inscriptions, 
and other lemains art. Ai an inciteiiient to, or as dumo* 
teristic of chdr Btadcs, they had aMumed claatfc naiiM»,and 
thereby gave the first instance of a practice which has 
since become general among the academicians of Italj, 
Whilst these men were employing themselves in a manner 
that did honour to their age and country, Paul was in- 
dulgiti;- his folly and his vanity in ridiculous and contempti- 
ble L.Kliibitions (^)i and happy iiad it been if he had coniiaed 
his at teat ion to these amusements; but on the pretext of a 
conspiracy against his person, he eózed upon many menw 
hers the academy, which he pretended to consider as a 
dai^erous and seditious assembly, accusing them of having 
by thdr adopdon of heathen names» msxfced thev avcfuoa 

to 



(«) Pbumm fltflb vitm S PtA II. Mvmtri Aim. v. ix. /. 508. 

{i) Correvano i vecchi, cocrevano i giovanir correvano quelli che erano di 
mmn ctl^ comvaoo i gindcit e li heefvao ben «atimire prima, pacU maa» 

veloci corressero. Correvano i cavalli, le cavalle, gli asini, e i buffali con 
^tcere di tutti, che per le rìsa grandi potevano appena star le genti in pie. Il 
totrm dw ri faceva, era dall'areo di Doatiztaao mm db dhictadi S.Mams 

dove stava II p:ipa, clic supremo gusto e piacere di <iucsle feste prendeva; e dopo 

il corso utavH anche a fanciulli, lordi tatti di fài^o, ^netta corteiia, che ad ogni 
vto di loco ftflCTE dm sa iiittiftì Tin» a uf» 
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to the Christian religion. Such of them as were so un^ GHAF. 
IbcCiuttte «B to fiU into lot hands he committed to prison, 
where they underwent the taituve, in order to draw from' 
liiem a coafesàoa of ctimea whidi had no esiitence» an4 
of herelkal opinions which they had never avowed. Not 
being able to obtain any evidence of their guilt, and finding 
that they had resolution to sufier the last extremity rather 
than accuse themselves, Paul thought proper at lenoth to 
acquit them of the charge, but at the same time, by a 
wanton abuse of power, he ordered that they should be de- 
tained in prison during a compleat year from the time of 
Adr commitment, altedging that he did k to fulfil a yow 
w^i^ he had made when he fiiat Imptkoned them (a). 

To Fani II. succeeded Francesco ddla Rcver^ « Flan- succted^ by 
ciscan monk, who assumed the name of Sixtus IV; His 
knowledge of theology and the canon law had not con- 
ciliated the favour of the populace, for during the splendid 
ceremony of his coronation, a tumult arose in the city, in 
which his life was endanp;ered (i). To congratulate him Lo«m« Jep«t- 
on his elevatiou, an embassy of six of the most eminent 
citizens was deputed- fiam Elorence, at the bead of which 
was LpnnsBD de* MedicL Between Loraqo and the pope 
mutiuil hwtanws geodrwill tobk places and Lorenzo^ who 
nuder the direction of hia agents had a hank established 
at Rome, was fonnally invested with the office of tceasurer 

of 



(d) Platina mila vita dt fmS» If .«««ZÌMÉ. KtimU FtU* éft* 
Sima Mia Lut. Jttd, v. vi. |Mr*i. > Ss. , 

{f>) UmMiri Jtm. «• ix. /, f^t* 

T 2 
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CHAP, of the holjr iee» an appointment which greatly cohtribiired to 
enrich his maternal uncle,Giovanni Toròabuoiìi, whp» whilat 

he executed that office on behalf of Lorenzo, had an oppor* 
tunity of purchasing from Sixtus many of the rich jewels 
that had been collected by Paul II. which he sold to differ- 
ent princes of Europe to greac emolument (a). During 
this visit Lortuzo made further additions to the many va- 
luable specimens of ancient sculptiu-e, of which, by tiie di- 
figence of his ancestors, he was already possessed. On his 
return to Florence he luooght with him two busts in 
marble, of Augustus and /igiippa» which wete presented 
to him by the pope, with many cameos and medals, of 
the excellence of which he was an exquisite judge {6). In 
the warmth of his admiration for antiquity, he could not 
refrain from condemning the barbarism of Paul, who had 
demolished a part of the Flavian amphitheatre in order to 
build a church to S. Marco (r). At this interview it is pro- 
bable that Lorenzo solicited from Sixtus the promise of a 
cardinal's hat for his Inother, and it is certam thsdt he after- 
wards used his endeavours to obtùn &r Giuliano a seat in 
die sacred college^ through the medium .of the Fiorentine 
envoy at Rome j* but the drcumatances of the times,, and 
the different temper of the pope and of Lorenzo, soon 
put an end to all friendly intercourse between them, and 
an enmity took pi rice which was pioductiye of the most 
sanguinary consequences. 

3ooii 



(«) Fair, im viti Lsv. v. i. /. {S. 

[h) Rkcrifi di ler. in Aff. Nt. XIl. 

if) Fahm i» viti Lagr. v. i« /# 40. 
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Soon after the return of Lorenzo to Florence, a dis- c H A ?.. 
agreement arose between that republic and the city of Vol- 

terra, which composed a part of its dominions. A mine RcvoJii-d 
of alliun had been discovered within the district of Volterra, J^**^**" 
which being at first considered as of small importance, was 
suffered to remain in the hnnds of individual proprietors ; 
but it afterwards appearing to be very lucrative, the com- 
munity of Volterra claimed a share of the profits as part of 
their municipal revenue. The proprietors appealed to tiie 
magistrates of Florence, who discountenanced the preten- 
sions of die city <^ Volterra, alledging that if die profits of 
the mine were to be applied to the use of die public, diey 
ought to become a part of die general revenue <tf die go- 
vernment, and not cxf any particular district. Thia deter- 
mination gave p^reat offence to the citizens of Volterra, who 
resolved not only to persevere in their claims, but also to 
free themselves, if possible, from their subjection to the 
Florentines. A general commotion took place at Volterra. 
Such was the violence of the insurgents, that they put to 
death several of their own citizens who disapproved of their 
intemperate procee^n^ Even the Florentine commissary, 
Piero Malegonelie, narrowly escaped with his life. TÙs 
revolt excited great alarm at Florence^ not from the ides 
that the citizens of Volterra were powerful enough to suc- 
ceed in an attempt which they bad previously made at four 
different times without success, but from an apprehension 
that if a contest took place, it might afford a pretext for the 
pope or the king of Naples to interfere on the occasion. 
Hence a great diversity of opinion prevailed amongst the 
jnagi&irates and council of Florence, some of whom, par- 
ticulaxly Tomaso Sederini, strongly lecommeoded cMidp 

Uatory 
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CHAP, liatory meastires. This advice was opposed by Lorenzo de* 
Medici, who, from the enormities already committed at Vol- 
■ terra, was of opinion that the most speedy and \'igorous 
means ought to be adopted to repress the commotion. In 
justification of this apparent severity, he remarked, that in 
violent disorders, where death could only be prevented by 
bold and decinve mcasuiea» tlioi»e physicians were die most 
crud, who geared to be the most eon^anqnate. His 
advice was adopted by the council,, and preparations were 
aaade to stippiess the revolt by fwce. The inhabitants of 
Volterra exerted themselvei to put the city in a state of 
defence, and made earnest applications for assistance to the 
neighbouring governments. About a thousand soldiers were 
hired and received within the walls, to assist la supporting 
the expected attack ; but the Florentines having surrounded 
the place with a numerous army (a), under the command 
of the count pf Urbino, the citizens soon surrendered at 
diacxedon. The noxentioe conuniasaries took posseasion 
of the palace, and enjoined die magistrates to repair peace* 
aUy to their hous^ One of them oa his return waa in^ 
anlted and plundered by a soldier, and notwithstanding the 
Qtmoft exertions of the duke of Urbino, who afterwards 
put to death the offender, this incident led the way to a 
general saccage of the city, the soldiers who had engaged 
in its defence uniting with the conquerors in despoiling and 
plundering the imfortunate inhabitants. Lorenzo was no 

sooner 



[a) Ten thousand foot and two tiioucand horse, according • M u Inavclli, 
{hi, 7.) bot Ammirato, with more probability, enumerates them at fire thou* 
siadflf thefÒKDcrMirf fmlwidRdaftlwbUK. iif* Mr« iS. /. j. 

I 
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sooner apprized of this event dum he hastened to Yoltena, CHAR. 
«Aere he endeaTOured to repair die injutiet done to the inp 



habitants, and to aUeriale dieir diatreasea by every method 
m iua power (tf). Althoitgh the unhappy termination of 
ihia aAir'aioae firom an inddent, which as the aa^ity of 
Lorenzo could not foresee, so his precaution could not pre- 
vent, yet it is hi'u'hly probable, from the earnestness which 
he shewed to repair the calamity, that it gave him no small 
share of regret. Nor has he on this occasion escaped the 
censure of a contemporary historian, who being himself an 
inhabitant ot Volterra, probably shared in those distresses 
of which he conùdered Lorenzo as the author, and has 
dierdbre, on diis and on other occa^ons, diewn a ^spoai- 
tion unfiiendly to hia ehancter {6), 



About the close of the following year, great apprehen- ~X|^i7~ 
sions of a famine arose in Florence, and five citizens were — 
appointed to take the necessary precautions for supplying 
the place, 1 he dreadful effects of this calamity were how- 

Uubn the ac» 
teayaf FiM. 



obviated, principally by the attention of Lorenzo, 



who shortly afterwards took a journey to Pisft, where he 
made a long leudeoee (r). The object of this visit was the 
re>«stablidiment and regidadon of the academy of Out 

place, 

(«) Air. ÌH itkS, V. i. f, 45. 



(It) JjffiJb dk FJHrrm, m Ctmimtw, Mm. fi^p. Bk {. f* l}8. Bd, 

{() The coincidence of these circumstances is adverted to in an epigram of 
Pditiaao* wboM poems illosuau almotc all xhc jtriacipal i a cidca w in the lite 

Cuni 1 ijri'.rij'ssi sibl tellus malcfiJLi nega&set 

Soniiu» et agrkols (allcRClierbafidcin* 
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CHAP. ]^ace; which after having existed nearly two centurie», and 
having been celebrated for the abilitia of its profewors, and 
■ the number of its students, had fallen into disrepute and 

neglect. An institution of a nmilar nature had been founded 

in Florence in 1348 — a year rendered remarkable by the 
dreadful pestilence of wliicli Hoccacio has left so afTecting 
a narrative ; but Florence was on many accounts an im- 
proper situation for this purpose. The scarcity of habita- 
tions, tlie high price of provisions, and the consequent ex- 
pence of education, bad greatly diminiahed the nuinber of 
student whilst the amusements with which that pkoe 
abounded were unfavourable to a proficiency in serious ac- 
qwrements. Sensible of these disadvantages, the Floren- 
tines, who had held the dominion of Pisa from the year 
1406, resolved to esiablìsh the academy of that place in its 
former splendor. Lorenzo de' Medici and four other citi- 
zens were appointed to superintend the ( xccLition of their 
purpose {a) but Lorenzo, who was the projector of the 

plan, 



*' Protinus optatas patriz tua desterà froge* 
" Obtulit, et celerem jussit abire famem» 
** Nec mota, Piscis commutas sedibus urbem 

" Servatam, et nimio tempore lentus abcs. 
*' Hco quid agii i Fau-iie Lstmns te rcddc gementi. 

** Non facu est donis keUor DU tms. 
** Mcrst :i doler, mntlctquc f,imem perfeire prioMiDt 

** Guam dcsidcrium patria ferrc tui." 

(c) The other iepvtàts were Tomaso de' Rldolfì, Donato degli Accìajooli, 
(after whose death his place was stipplied by Piero Minerbctti,) Andrea de' 
f occiui, and Alamanno de' Rinuccini. faàm$. in viti Latsr. f. 50. This 
author, yHn mi latdf* nid perlop* it yet, at the head of the Pitan academy, 

lias, in his life of Lorenzo, given a vzrf full account of iti renovation, aadof 
the different professors who hare contribotcd towards iu celebrity. 
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plan, udidertook the thief direcdoii of and in addition CHAP, 
to the nx thoimnd florins annually granted by the states 
expended, in effecting his purpose^ a htige sum of money 

Ùom his private fortune. Among^ the pro&SSOrs at Pisa 
were speedily found some of the most eminent scholars of 
the age, particularly in the more serious and important 
branches of science. At no period have the professors of 
literature been so highly rewarded (<;). The dissensions 
and misconduct of tliese teachers, wliose arrogance was at 
least equal to their learning, gave Lorenzo no small share 
of anxiety, and often called for his personal intcfference [ù). 
Bis absence ^om his native place was a frequent cause of 
regret to ^litiano, who consoled Mmself by componng 

versea 



(a) The ceachen of |]ie civil and canon law were Baitoloinnico Mariano 

Soccini, BalJoBartoIini, Laneelotto aad Filippo TrìstanOi Pier Filippo CorneOi 
FcliceSandeo» and FraaccsooAccolti » all of whom had great professiona} repu- 
mion. In the department of medicine we find tbe names of Albertino de 
Chiz'zoli, Alc^bandro Sermoneta, Giovanni d' Aquila^ and Pier Leoni. In 
philosophy, Nicolo Tignosi. lu police letter*, Lcmnso Lippi and Dartolom- 
meo d:i Prato. In divinitj» Domenico di Flandrìa and Bernardino Cherìchioì. 
Cf tbcsc the civilians h.-td the biglicst salaries — that of Socóni waa 700 flocioa 
annually ; that of Baldo 1050, and that of Accolti 1440. 

(/) Forgc'vfui of the Jul gtniium which it wa? Ms province toti.tch, Saccini 
made an attempt to evade his cugagcmcnu at Pisa, and to caiTy uU wt(.h liiin to, 
Venice candry book* aad proporty of the academy entnulcd to his care, wUdl 
he had .irtfnllj- concealed in wine cask';. Bcln^ taken nnd brouglit to Flr rence, 
he was there condenioed to death, but Lorenzo exerted hi* authority to prevent 
tlie exceatloB «f the tenteneet atledging at a reason for liis intcrftrence, that 

je aic^mfliihtJ a uhclar augbl nvt le mffir an igncmlniiui Jtath. An oh-icrTatioil 
which may shew his veneratino for science, but which will scarcely be found 
sd&ienc to ezcnipote • nan whose extentive knowledge ratfaeraggravated than 

alleviated hi: offence. Soccini htjucvcr not only escaped punishment, but in 
the spate oi three years was re>instatcd in his profcisor^hip» with a saUry of 
lOQO florins* 

VOL. I. V 
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vm» expfemye of his aftction for Locenzo, «nd tdHeki 
ing his apeedj fctuni {a)» To this dneainstaiice we tfe 
however inilebted for leverd of the familur letten of Lo* 
renzo that have readied posterity, many of which have 
beoi published vdth those of Ficino, and perhaps derive 
some advantage from a comparison with the epistles of the 
philosopher, whose devotion to his favourite studies is fre- 
quently carried to an absurd extreme, and whose flattery 
is sometimes so apparent as to call for the reprehension 
even oi Lorenzo himself (3)* 

The increadog authority of Locenzo^ and his imports 
ance in tlie affidrs of £urope, now began to be more appa^ 
rent. In the year 1473 he took part in a negociation, 
which, had it been succsesaful, might have preserved Italy 

«|w»t^<'«'- from many years of devastation, and at all events must 



»47S« 



rthe have given a difTcrenr complexion to the affairs not only 
kiiii«CNapi*i- of (,Q|^,,^tj^y, but of Europe. Louis XL of France, who 
laid the foimdation of that despotism, which, after having 
existed feu three centuries, was at length expiated ia the 
blood of the most guiltless of his descendants, and whose 
tiewt were mufbrmly dbected towards die aggcan^zement 
of his dominioM, and the depresoon of his subjects, was 
derfroos of connecdng his £imily with that of Ferdinand, 
of Naples, by the marriage of his eldest son with a 

daughter 



^) Ighretbe following for its conciseness r.ither than ÌM ; 

** Invideo Fiùs JLaurenti see umea cài, 
« Ife mal 4fiq4iceti «iva tM tern jbect'^ 

(}) ** 8ctih» « ^ te IjBdàado posthac pardor esse vclim," &c. 
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étn^ititt df tlut iniiioe. To diU end he eoaedvcd h ne* 
Muuy to addien liiinsdf lo some penon» «rlieae genetal 
<Iiaiaotior, tnd influence ^miùk leidinand, might promote hU 
irìewa, and Cor that purpose he aekcted Lotenzode' Me^Bd. 
The confidential iMer £rom Loob to Lomnio on this oo^ 
ieaàon is yet extant, and affords some striking traits of the 
cliaracfcr of this ambitious, craffi', and suspicious mo- 
narch {a). After expressing liis high opinion of Lorenzo, 
tind bis unshaken attachment to him, he gives him to un- 
derstand, that he is informed a negociatlon is on foot for a 
marriage between the eldest daughter of the king of Naples 
:nnd the duke of Savoy, upon «riudi the kiftg was to give 
<lier a pectSon of 300,000 ducatt. ' IVithotit apologizing for 
fòt inteifietence» he Uien mentions his deilfe that a con- 
nexion of tfus nature shouhl tain place hetween tfie prraceis 
iand his eldest son the dauphin, and requests that Lorenzo 
vrouid communicate his wishes to the ]dng of Naples^ 
To this proposal Louis stipulates as a condition, that 
Ferdinand should, in consequence of such alliance, not 
only assist him in his contest with the house of Anjou, 
but also against the king of Spain, and his other enemies ; 
alluding to the duke of Burgundy, whom he was then at- 
tempting to despoil of his doinini<m8. After making fur- 
ther arrangements rcq»ecting tiie proposed nuptials, he 
quests diat Lorenzo would smd some confidendal person to 
icside irith him fi>r a time, and to rstum to Florence as o^ 
ten as might be requisite^ but with paiticular injunctions that 
he should have no intercourse with any of the French no* 

bility 



(m) For tbk letter, first published by Fabcow, «. A«. XVIIL 



J 
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CHAP. bUity or princes of the blood. Thè conclimon of the 
letter conveys a singular request t cònsdous of his ginlt» 
Louis distrusted all his «pecies» and he dcNies that ho- 
venzo would funush hhn with a large dog^ of a pailictdar 
breed, which he was hnown to possess, for the purpose of 
attending on his person and guarcUl^ lùs bed-chamber {a}. 
Notwithstanding the apparent seriousness with whicli Louis 
proposes to connect his family by marriage with that of the 
king of Naples, it is probable that such proposal was only 
intended to delay or prevent the marriage of the princess 
Ftrdinawidc- with thc dukc of Savoy. "Whether Ferdinand considered 
cline. tJiBjio. ^ ^Yiis light, or whether he had other reasons to suspect 
iIh! idng éf Fnnce of umsta or amhstions views, hejo^ 
turned a speedy answer (0)^ in whieh^ after thè wannest 
pro&ssious of personal esteem for Lorenzo, and after 
ciqwesnng hb thorough sense of the honour he should 
derive from an alliance widi a monareh, who might jusdj 
he esteemed the greatest prince on earth, he rejects 
the proposition on account of the conditions that accomi- 
panied it ; dcclaiing that no private considerations should 
induce him to interrupt the friendship subsisting between 
him and his ally the duke of Burgundy, or his rclatiou the 
king of Spain ; and that he would rather lose his kingdom, 
and even his life, than mffet sueh aa imputation upoahis 
honour and his character. If in his reply he has aUedgied 
the true reasons for declining a connexion spparendy so 

advantageous 



{a) Vigiltmi cstaom 

Triiies extnbtte. Hot* 
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advantageous to bim, it must be confessed that his send- CU AY. 

menta do honour to his memory. The magnanimity of 

Ferdinand affords a striking contrast t,o the meanness and 

duplicity of Louis XL: It is scarcely necessary to add that 

proposed upion n«vqr tqok pl^ The dauphin, aftdK 

wards Ghailei VIIL^ vuxàpà ihfi aecomplislicid daughter of 

the duke of Brettagne, and some yem afterwwds «xpdkd 

the ^mily of his once intended £idies-itt>Iaw froQi ihaa 

dominions, uoder the prttence of 41 will, made in fevour of 

Louis XI. by a count of Provence, one of that very family 

of Anjou, against whose clain^s Ifpuis had.himself^ltipposed 

to defend the king of N9ple&.,, ' . , . ' * . - 

- '■ ' ' i [ " • 

Sixtus IV. at the time he iucended the pontifical «hahr, amkii« ma: 

'liad several sons, jipcm whom, in the dumcter of iaephe^s, '^^^[y 

he aftexwanls 'bestowed the most important offices and 

the highest dignities of .the churdt. The indecency of 

Sixtus, in thus lavishing upon his spurious offspring the 

riches of the Roman see, could only be equalled by their 

profuseness in dissipating them. Piero Riario, in whose 

person were united the dignities of cardinal of S. Sisto, 

patriarch of Constautinopic, and archbishop of IJorence, 

escpended at a .single entertainment in Rome, given by him 

in honour of the duchess of Ferrara, 20,000 dncat^ and 

afteirwards made a tour through Italy with sudi a degree 

'of qpIoMkó', and so numerous a retinue, that the p6p^ ìum- 

self could not have displayed greater magnificence {a)* Hi« 

l»rother Girolamo was dignified with the appdladon of 

count} 
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■CHAt. <ount ; and tliat ic -might not be regarded as an empty 
òtlc, 40,000 ducats were expended in purchasing from the 
family of Manfredi the tei ritory of Imola, of wliili he 
Stained possession (4), and to which he afterwards added 
-libé 4oiiìildoB -cf Forfi. The dty of €aatdlo became 
'4iùUù'9n oljwt of the-amUtfidn of ^xtas; but initead 
xi «ndeanrottrisg to poaséas lumsdf of it hj compact, lie 
madfr ai& attempt to wreit it hf fiiree from Niccolo Vitdli, 
who then held the sovene ig nt y ; for which purpose he dis- 
fatted against k'ifnother of his equivool rdatkms, Giu- 
liano della Rovere, who afterwards became pope under the 
name of Julius the II. and who, in the character of a mili- 
tary cardinal, had just before sacked the city of Spoleto and 
put the inhabitants to the sword. Niccolo Vitelli, having 
obtained the assistance of the duke of Milan and uf the 
Tlorentlnes, made a vigorous defence, and though obliged 
at length to capitulate, obtained tetpectible tenni. Tht 
long' reaSstance of Niccolo was attributed hj the pope, and 
not mtbout feaaon, to Lorenzo de* Medici, wbo, inde- 
pendent of lut private regard for Niccolo, could not be an 
indifferent spectator of an unprovoked atuck upon a place 
-which immediately bordered on the territories of Florence, 
and greatly contributed towards their security [b). These 
depredations, which were supposed to be countenanced by 
the king of Naples, roused the attention of the other states 
of Italy, and towards the close of the year 1474, a league 

was 



(«) JAvMri Am* «. h. f, §t6* 
(I) Sit* Kir, m. Si. 119. 

a 
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was concluded at Mikn, bet^reen the duke, the Venetians, CHAP, 
«od tlw Fkmiitinea» for the^ matnal défisnee^ to which 
neither die pope nor the king^ were parde»; libeity- was u»gatbtrmm 
however reterved feir thoae potentates to jda m die league ^ '^^'^l^'' 
if dtejr thought proper, butthi» ùtsf afterwaidt lefiited, pro- itan», and (be 
bably coandering this article of the treitjM faiserted rather 
for die paipoee of deprecating their resentment, than with 
the expecution of their acocding to the cooyct {a). 

In this year, under tlie magistracy of Donato Accia- Ttickii«itf 
juoll, a singular visitor arrived at Florence, This was noiuuiL 
Christian, or Christiern, king of Denmark and Sweden, 
who was journeying to Rome, for the purpose, as was 
alledged, of discharging a tow. He iir ^scilbed by the 1474. 
Florentine histmians as of a grave aq>ect, with 9 long ^nd ~~~~~ 
white heoird, and aldiough considered as 11 barbarian, they, 
adn^ diat the qualities of his mind did not derogate 
the respectability of his external appearance. Having suiw' 
veyed the city, and paid a ceremonial visit to the magis-' 
trates, who received their royal visitor with great splendor, 
lie requested to be favoured with a sight of the celebrated 
copy of the Greek Evangelists, which had been obtained 
some years before from Constantinople, and of the Pan-> 
dects of Justinian, brought fiOQI Amalfi to Pisa, and (hence 
to Kcwence. His hodable curiosity Wiu accordingly gra- 
tified, and he expressed his satisfaction by dedarin^ 
tfannigh tlie medium- of his inteipreter, that these were the 
ml treasures of princes, alluding, as was supposed, to the 
> • conduct 



dmm» I$t, Pitt* «..iu. /.lis. lìbrmriJmt» «.b. #. |>ft. 
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CHAP, ^ondwot 'pf. the fluke of MiUai> who' had' «ttenipt<ed to 
dft^zie htm with the display of thàt treasure of which he had 
. pluDdefed hit tubjectt, to gratify his'yabity and his licen- 
tiouinesaj oa which occasion Christian had coldly observed* 
that the accumuladon of richea -was an object below the at- 
tention of a great and magnaolnious sovereign. Ammirato 
attempts to j^Vcv that this remark is rather specious than 
just, but the authority of the Roman poet is in favour of the 
Gotli {(i). It was a spectacle worthy of admiration, says the 
same historiau, to see a king, peaceable and uoarmed, pass 
through Italy, whose predecessors had not only overthrown 
the annies of that country, and harassed the kingdoms of 
Jrance jufdof Spùn, but had even broken and overturned 

* ' the. immtDiié fabric of the Roman empire itself. 

fwywiof tti . If we do not implicitly join in the applauses bestowed 
by Landino on the professors antl rlie tenets of the Plato- 
nic, or ucw philosophy we must not, on the contrary, 
conceive that the Study of these doetiinea was « i^ere mat- 
ter qf qpeci^tion and • curiosity. - From* many arcuili» 
8tances> there is great reason to conclude that they were ajp- 
plied topracdcal use, and had a considerable influence on 
manners and the morals of the age. The object towards 
which mankind have always directed their aim, and in the 
acquisition of which every system both of religion and phi- 
losophy proposes to assist their endeavours, is the summtm 
iemmt the greatest possible degree of attainable happiness; 

but 



(a) Her. lit. ii. CM t. 

{i) Land, in proem, ad lib. i. de vera nobilitate ad magnum vereque no- 

Intcm raimrim MUkm, Furi» f. i^ Mmd, </«r. lH*Fkr* «* if. /. $t. 
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but in what this chief good connsts haft not been unlv^nallf CHAP, 
«greed upon, and this variety of opinion constitutes the es- 
sential di&rence between the ancient sects of philosophy. 

-Of all these sects there was none whose tenets were so ele- 
vated and sublime, so calculated to withdraw the mhid from 
the gratifications of sense, and the inferior objects of human 
pursuit, as that of the Platonisis ; which by demonstrating 
the imperfection of every sensual enjoyniciit, and every 
temporal blessing, rose at length to the coniemplation of 
tiic supreme cause, and placed the ultimate good in a 
perfect abstraction from the world, and an implicit love 
of God. How &r these doctrines may be oonristent with 
«mr nature and desdnation, and whether such sentiments 
may not raAcr lead to a derdictton than a completion of 
tur duty, may ^haps be doubted ; but they are wdl 
calculated to «ttract 'a gileat and aspifit^ n^d. Man- 
kind, however, often arrive at the same-condunoa by dif- 
ferent means and we have in our own days seen a sect 
rise up, whose professors, employing a mode of deduction 
precisely opposite to the Platonists of the fifteenth century, 
birongly resemble them in their sentiments and manners. 
Those important conclusions which the one derived from 
\he highest cuhsvation of intdlect, the other has found in 
an extrenie of hmmliatioa, and « constant dq^adadon asMi 
contempt of all hiiman endowments. Like navigators who 

stear 



(a) Sono I'nfiuitc vie c differente, 

£ qnet «he sidccrca <olo è una. 

fmth'di ttr» ÈMM, ^ Sj. X4, 1554. 
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steer a course directly opposite, they meet at last at tlie 
same point of the globe. And the sabHme teveriea die 
Platonists, as they appear in the works of some of thdr 
followers, and the doctrtnes c£ the modem Methodist^ 
are at times scarcely dtstinguiahahle in their reactive, 
writings. 

FocmefLHeii. In this system Lorenzo had been educated from his 
Tu jn ^ f j*^ ^' <^''^^'i^st years. Of his proficiency in it he has left a 
very favourable specimen in a poem of no inconsiderable 
extent. The occatiiou liiiit gave rise to this poem, appears 
firom a letter of Kcino^ who undertook to g^ve an abMtact 
of the doctrines of Plato in prose, whilst Lorenzo agreed 
to attempt the same subject in verse {a), Lorenzo eonv 
pleted bis talk widi that &dtity for whldi he was re* 
markable in all his compositions, and sent it to the philo- 
sopher, who performed the part he had undertaken by giv- 
ing a dry and insipid epitome of the poem of Lorenzo {0)» 
What seems yet more extraordinary is, that Ficino, in a 
letter to Bernardo Ruccllai, (who had married one of the 
sisters of Lorenzo,) transmits to him a prosaic paraphrase 
of the beautiful address to the deity at the concluùoa of 

the 



(«} Cum ego ac tu auper in agro Careggio multa de felicitate altro citroqae 
dìspucavissema*, tandem in •entemisra eaadem» dnce ratUm^ conrentanti» 

Ubi tu novas quaidam rationes quoJ fcliciias in voluntatis pntitn quam intcU 
lectus actu coasistat tuUiliter iavciusti. Placuìc autem cibi, ut tu disputa» 
tionem Ulani carminibus» ego soluta orarione cotticribereni. 1\i jam dcigaati 
poemate tuum offlcium impicv' F.,-o igitiir nunc, aspìr.uite Jeo» WIUBW 
meum eseqaarquam brevi&simc. Fie. Ef. Uii. i. 38. SJ. i497> 

{i) XiCge feliciter, Laorenti fcliz, qus Marsilìus Ficions tuus ; blc breviter 
m^fna CI pam a te (arcata, de fdicitate pcnliiaiit* it./. 41. 
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the poem, a&iiiing that he daily made use q£ it in his chap. 
devotiofu, and lecomnendbg it to Bcniaxdo for the liln 
pufpoae. At the same dme^ instead c£ attributing die 

composidon to its real audior, lie adverts to it in a maaner 
that Bernardo might well be excused from understand- 
ing [ti). It Is needless to add, that this subject appears 
to much greater advantage in the native dress of the poet, 
than in the prosaic garb of the philosopher {l>). The in- 
troduction is very pleasinsj;. The aulbor represents birn- 
self as leaving the city, to enjoy tor a tew days the plea- 
sures of a country life. 

Da più dolce pensìer tirato e scorto, 

Fuggito avea 1' aspra civil tempesta» 

Per rìdur i' alma in più tranquillo porto* 
Cosà tndutlo il cor da quella, a questa 

libem vits, phdda, e «cuia. 

Che è quel po del ben eh* al rnondD tetta: 
E per levar da mie firagil natura 

Mille pensier, che fan la mente lassa. 

Lassai il bel cerchio delle patrie mura. 
£ pervenuto in parte cndNTon» e ba«sa. 

Amena valle che qud monte adombra, 

Che'l vecdùo nome per età non lassa. 

La 



(a) AudtTÌ LattTcntium McUicem nostrunif nonnulla horuin siaiilta ad 
tm « m a i tCTii furore qqndm dB^iao ut arbitrar concicum» Fk.^Ui, i.j». 41. 

(i) Printnl «ithont date* apparcntif «boat the dose «f the fifleentli cen* 
tofyi nd OK ibci Mpcfaiiid, oor nocked by any bibliographer. It h entitled 

ALTtRCATIOMI OTIKO OlALOaO COHMSTO OAlr MAOWtPlcn LORIN/O 01 riKKO 

ju COSIMO ot* MCDtci mil ^utlt'ti ttitpMta trm cf eittm£iu tl fasiort quaU liafm /t. 
itti vii* • la civile 0 U rutiicama ttn la dtm mh i stint fitttm dà fbUnt^ dw jvAi- 
jMMCr ti imm U wrmfilitità' la I a". 

X3 
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CHAP, La ove un verde laur' facea ombra, 

Alla radice quad del bet monte,. 
- Wasàd; e1 cor d* ogni penner « ^onbra^ 



Led on by pensive thought, I left crewhile 

Thoic civil storms ihc resdesi city kiiows. 
Pleased for a time to smooth my brow of toi^ . 

AdA taste the little bliss that life bestows. 
Thus vnth free steps my willing course I sped, 

Far from the circle of my native walls ; 
And sought the vale with thickest foliage spread, 

On whose calm breast the mountain shadow bih* . 
Charmed vitb tUo lovely spot, 1 sat me àamà 

Where first the hill its easy slope inclined. 
And every care that haimts the bvsy town. 

Fled, as by magic, from my traiu)iiil.niitid*. 

Willi ft the poet is admiring the surrounding scenery, 
he is interrupted by a shepherd, who brings his flock to 
drink at an adjacent spring ; and. who, after expressing his. 
surprize at meeting such a stranger, inqiiires from Lorenzo, 
the reason of his vint. 

Dimmi per qua! cagion sei qui venuto ? 

Perchè i theatri, e i gran palazzi, c i templi 
Lassi, & I* aspro sentier ti è più piaciuto ì 

Deb ! <&mm m qnesd boschi hor che contempli ? 
Le pomp^ le lichezze, e le delitie, 
Forse vuoi prezzar più pe' nostri exempli? 

—Ed io a luì — ^lo non so qual diri'ie. 
O qual honor :>ien più suavi, ce duici, 

Che questi, fiior delle dvtl mafitie. 

Tra 
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Tn Td-'Bttf pastori, tra Toì bubnlc!, 

" Odio non regna alcuno, o ria perfidia, 
Nè nasce ambition per questi sulci. 
Il ben qui si possiede senza invidia ; 
VostrjiaialÀb ltt|WQiri»ndìee^. : : 

Qui una per un altra non si dice ; 

Nè è la lingua a! proprio cor contraria ; 

Che quel eh' oggi el Ik meglio, è più felici} 
Ne credo che gii avvengha.in si pura aria, 

Ghe'l cuor sospiri, e fuor h bocqi rìda; 

Che più taggip é dù I ver più copr^ e vwnu 



Thy tpkttdid feaOa, tbjr palaoei fingor. 
Can paths o'enpmd «idi Aomi a dtvm lappljr 

Or dost thou seek from our severer lot, 

To give to v/tiaith and power a keener joy ? 
—Thus I replied— I know no happier life. 

No better ncba than you Bbq)herdt boatt,. 
Freed from the hatcd^ otàni strife. 

Alike to treachery and to envy lost. 
The weed ambition midst your furrowed field 

Springs not, and avarice little root can find j 
Content with wiui the changing seasons yield, 

Yott^roft in dieerfU poyierty rcilgiied.. 
What the heart thidu tlie tongue may here diacIo«e y 

Nor inward grief with ourvvarJ smiles is drest. 
Not like the world — where wisest he who knowt 

To lùdie the secret closest, in his toeast. 

Comparing 



165 
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CHAP. Comparing the amusements of the city, with the more 
^JJ^ natura! and striking incidents of the country, he has the 

foliowiag passage : 

. S' advien ch' un tauro cod on altro' gkmri. 

Credo non manco al cuor porgha diletto» 
Che feri ludi de' theatri nostri. 
£ tu giudicatore, al più perfetto 
Botti Vetde corona, ed in vergogna 
Si retta 1* altro^ mbero^ ed in dispetto^ 



If chance two bulls in conflict fierce engage. 

And stung by love nuintab the doubtful fight ; 
Say can the rewds of the crowded stage 

In all its pomp afford a nobler sight ? 

Judge of the strife, thou weav'st a chaplet gay, 

And on t!ie conqtjeror's Iront the wTeaihe is hung : 

Abash'ii the %'auquiiih'd takes his lonely way. 
And sullen and dgectad moves along. 

The shepherd however allows not the superior happL* 

nes8 of a country life, but in reply represents, in a very 
forcible manner, the many hardships to which it is inevi- 
tably liable. In tlic midst of the debate the philosopher 
Marsilio approaches, to whom thev ao^ee to submit the 
decision oi ilicir controversy. Thi^ alTords him an op- 
portunity of explaining the philosophical tenets of Plato ; 
in the course of which, after an incjuiry into the real value 
of all suborctinate objects and temporal acquisitions, he de* 
monstrates, that permanent happiness is not to be sought 
for either in the exalted station of the one, or in the humble 

condition 
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condition of the other, but that It n finallj to he found only CHAP, 
in die knowledge and the love of the first great cause. 

In order to give additional stability to these Studies, p^tonicfti- 
Lorenzo and his liiends formed the intention of renewing, 
Tvith extraordinary pomp, the solemn annual feasts to the 
memor)' of the great philosopher, which had been cele- 
brated from the time of his death to that of his disciples 
Plotiaus and Porphyrias, but had then been discontinued 
for the space of twelve hundred years. The day iixcd on 
for this purpose was the seventh of November, which 
was sui^KMcd to be the anmvasary net only of the Uitht 
of Plato, but of his death, which happened among his 
fiiends at a convivial banquet, preosely at the dose of hii^ 
«gfaty-first year [a). The person appointed by Lorenzo to 
fMreside over the ceremony at Florence was Francesco Ban- 
dini, whose rank and Icarninr^ rendered him extremely 
proper for the office. On the same day another party met 
at Lorenzo's villa at Carreggi, wliere he presided in per- 
son. At these meetings, to which the most learned men 
in Italy resorted, it was the custom for one of the party, 
after dinner, to select cotaan passages from the wotks of 
Elaio, which were snbnntted to the elucidation of the com- 
pany, each of the guests undertaking the illustration ot 
discusnon some impcntant or doubtful point- By this 
institution, which was COlUinued for several years, the 
philosophy of Plato was supported not only in credit but 
in splendor, and ids professors were considered as the most 

re&pectablo 



(«) rM$d Mf, Al. !• M. Sut. Lit* Fkn «. ii. 60. 
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CHAP, respectable and enlightened men of the age. Whatever 
t"' Lorenzo thought proper to patronize became the-admir»- 

~ " tìon of Florence, and consequently of alt Italy; He was 
tht gùtss of fasbiou^ and those who joined in his pur» 
suits, or imitated his example, could not £iU of 6harin|^ 
in that applause which seemed to attend on «very actum 
of his life. 

Efftcuoftiii» Oi the particular uALurc, or the benefìcial effects ul' this 
iii*i}tii(4in. establishment, little further is niO\yjto be collected, nor muht 
expect, either on (his or qn apy othiBr|-:Oeca«Mfi> t6 
neet with the transactions of the flcti^ntiniè aca^eaiy ta 
the fiiieenth century. . The |iri|>cip«l àdvasicàgip» citthis 
instltuttoii seem to have been the: OoHitettfig tqgetfaet mieà 
lOf .taknts and erudition, \ lio had courage to dissektt fiom 
jBStabUshed. modes, of belief, and of wpplyiog them -with 
aew, rational, and important topics of conversation. From 
thef:e discourses it was not difficult to extract the purest 
lessons of moral conduct, or the sublimest sentiments of 
veneration for the deity, but good sense was the only alem- 
bic through which the true essence could be obtained, and 
this was not at hand on all occasions. The extravagancies 
of some of the disciples, contributed to «ak into discredit 
the doctrines of their master* £vea Fidiio himself, the 
great champion of the sect, exiubits a prooi^ that When 
the ima^^oadoa is once heated by the pursuit of « fiilKwrife 
object, it is difficult to restrrin it within ptoper boimdsi 
Habituated from hie earliest youth to the study of this {AS* 
losophy^ and conversant only \s\\\\ I^lato and his followers, 
their doctrines occupied his whole soul, and appeared in 
all. his conduct and conversatioo. Even his epistles breathe 
3 nothing 
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notliing but Tlato, and £tttgue us wiùk the endlcsB lepcU^ chap. 
tiion <^ opiaìoiM which Lwenzb hat more clearly ezlubited 

in a few luminous pages. Ficino was not however Bajdtfied 
with following the track of Plato, but has given us some 
treatises of his own, in which he has occasionally taken 
excursions far beyond tlic limits which liis master pre- 
scribed to himself {a). We might he iiiLliiied to smile at 
his folly, or to pity his weakness, did not the considera- 
tion of the follie* and the weaknesaea of the present timest 
varied indeed fiom those of past ages, but perhaps not 
dinunJshedi repress the arrogant ^notion. 

Of those who more particularly dlstinrruishcd them- ^'"mbc•r»^dee- 
selves by the protection which they afforded to the new phi- mcmbcr». 
iosophy, or by the progress they made in the study of it, 
Ficino has left a numerous catalogue in a letter to Martinus 
Uranius, in which he allots die chief place to bis fiiends of 
die &mily of die Mei&i {6), Protected and esteemed by 
CiOsmo, the same unalterable attachment subsisted between 
the philosopher and his patrons for four successive genera- 
tions. If ever the love of science was hereditary, it mus^ 
have been in this family. Ot the other eminent men whom 
Ficino has enumerated, Bandini has given us some interest- 
ing particulars (<:}, to which considerable additions might 

be 



(«) In his treatise dt vitti carUtui ctmfaranda, we have a chapter* dt virtttle 
virhnmiUfatiwtìia ai ia^Mm adult tmft0mbm, mi asotber, dt mttrmmirm 
JU^nlh « tdm f mnm tì tt with gthtr djiqairitions equally instructive. 

Fic. Ji viitu VtM. 1548, S", 

(*) f,V. Ip, lib. jj. Ep. 30. Ed. 1497. *• 
{f) Bamd. Spte. Lit, FUr. fatsim, 
VOI*. 1. Y 
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CHAP, be mftde, but tbé nnmber is too great, and the materials are 

-^^V - too extensive, to be coinprized in the limits necessarily al- 
lotted to this department of our subject ; and of many of 
them, some particulars will be found in other parts of the 
work. Ill perusing the catalogue of the disciples of this 
institution, we perceive that the greatest part of them were 
natives of Florence, a circumstance tltat may give us some 
idea of the surprising atteatioa which was dien paid iil 
ÙM city to literary pursmts. Earnest in the acqutsitton 
of wealth, indefatig^e in impronng their manufiictum 
and extending their commerce, the Florentines seem not 
however to have lost sight of the true dignity of man, or of 
the proper objects of his regard. A thorough acquaintance 
as well with the ancient authors as with the literature of 
his own age, was an indispensable qualification in the 
character of a Florentine ; but few of them were saiisiied 
with this inferior praise. The writers of that country, of 
whose lives and productions some account is given by 
iiegOf amount in number to upwards of two thousand, 
and among these may be found many names of die first 
celebrity* In this respect the city of Florence stands un* 
rivalled. A species of praise as honourable as it is indis- 
putable. 
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jlSSASSINATlON ^ the Ah tf AGlm^Amèithu 
ladameo Sforza — Conspiraty of the Faxsd^Partiet e»- 
gaged in it^FamUy ^ tbt Ptnm^^rigin of the df- 
tempt — Arrangements for Us execution — Giuliano assassin 
natedy and Lorenzo wounded— The conspirators attack the 
palace — Repulsed by the Gonfaloniere — Punisbmcnt of the 
conspirators — Conduct of Lorenzo — Memorials of the 
conspiracy — Lorenzo prepares for bis defence against the 
pope Mut the ki'i^ qJ JSa^Us^Latin ode of PoBtiano-^ 
Khsdness of Lumsso tQ tbt relatives tbe ewtfirtitvrt-^ 
Violence 1^ SixtnslY.^Jffe excommunicates Lwnm ami 
the nufgistrates — Singular reply of tbe Florentine synod — 
Sixtus attempts to prevail on tbe Florentines to deliver up 
Lorenzo^Danger of bis situation — Conduct of tbe war 
—"Lorenzo negociatcs for peace — Death of Donato Accia^ 
Juoli — Various success of tbe ivar — Lorenzo resolves to 
visit tbe king of NapUs — His Utter to tbe magistrates of 
Florence — He embarks at Pisa-^-Concludes a treaty vitb 
tbe Àing-^ixtus perseveres iti tbe toar^^k Taris moie 
a desanU m^w Uedy—Petue eemdaied tmtb tbe fope. 
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Whilst Lorenzo was dividing his time between the 
cares of government and the promotion of literature, an ^ ^uw^"''*'* 
event took place that attracted the attention of all Italy to- 
wards Milan. This was the death of the duke Galeazzo 
Maria, who was assassinated in a solemn procession, and in 
his ducal robes, as he was entering the church of S. Stefano. 1476. 
This daring act, which feems to have originated partly in 
personal resentment, and partly in an aversion to the ty- 
ranny of the duke, was not attended with the conse- 
quences expected by the perpetrators ; two of whom were 
killed on the spot ; and the third, Girolamo Olgiato, a 
youth of twenty-three years of age, after having been re- 
fused 



»74 



CHAP, fused shelter in his father's house, died upoa the scaffold. Oii 

' his execution he shewed the ^irit of an aodent Roman [a). 

The conspirators undoubtedly expected to meet with the 
countenance and protection of the populace» to whom thiej 
knew that the duke had rendered himself odious hj every 
q)ecies of cruelty and oppression. The delight he seemed 
to take in shedding the blood of his subjects, had rendered 
him ail object of horror — his insatiable debauchery, of dis- 
gust {Ù) ; — he was even suspected of having destroyed his 
mother, who, as he thought, interfered too much in the 
government of Milan ; and who suddenly died as the was 
making her retreaf^m thence to Cremona. But no com- 
motion whatever took place in the city, and Giovan Galfr< 
azzo, a child of eight years of age, peaceably succeeded his 
father in the dukedom {c). The imbecility of his youth 
tempted the daring spirit of his uncle, Lodovico, to form 
a systematic plan, lor obtaining the govcriunent of Milan, 

in 



(al Ne fu nel morire meno animoso, che ncll' operare si f-.i5;e srato ; perche 
trovandosi ignudo, c con il carncticc davanti, che aveva il coltello in mano per 
fèrìrio, dine queste parole ia liii£wt Latìai, feicke SctcMto en* ** Mn 
<• ta^JImm ftfomk «r«to «mw mnmia/kit," Mm. JKrfc iU. vi. 

Tt appc.iri however from the ancient cT)i-onìcle of Donato Bossi, that more 
than one of the con^irators tuficrcd the horrid pnaithmcnt which be there re- 
Jiteti'^**PoK qaettMoem de pacticipilnu coi^DntioDÌi, in ▼eidbido ardt» 
** vlMn veniu, ia qnatenut memlm vivi discerpti sunt." 

Chrtnic. Buttatm, Ed. Mil. 1491. 

{h) Era Galeazzo libidinoso, e crudele i delle qnal due rose gii spetM 
•empi l'havevwQ fkoD odioiinimo ( perche nan sole non %\i baiteve commip 
pere k donne ooUli» ekeptcnfleró eneo» (lacere di publicarle ; ne era con», 
tento fare morbc jfi. hmauiii, le oeu qualche modo crodele non gli aiiiiius> 

7.ava. Mat. ìih.y'n. 

{Jk) lluras. Aon. '■j. ul. f. 522. 



Digitized by Google 



175 

Ìq the execution of which he drew ruin upon himsd^ and chap. 
enuUed a long succesauMi of tcÒBery upon lut unfortunate 
country. 

The connexion that had lonp; subsisted between the AatMmvi 

. . LodnicoSfcr- 

houses of Sforza and of Medici, rendered it impossible for », 

Lorenzo to be an indifferent spectator of this event. At 
his instance Tomaso Soderini was dispatched to Milan, to - 
assist by his advice the young prince and his mother, who 
had taken upon hersclf the regency during the minority of 
her son. Hie ambitioua designs of I^odovico «oon became 
apparent. Having petwadedhia three brothers, Sforza duke 
dT Ban, Otttviaoo^ and Aacanio, to second his views, he 
began to oppose the audiority of the dutchess, and at- 
tempted to divest her of the assistance of her faithful and 
experienced counsellor Cecco Simoneta, a native of Cala- 
bria, whose integrity and activity had recommended him to 
the patronnp;e of the celebrated Francesco Sfor7-a {a). Simo- 
neta, aware of his design, endeavoured to frustrate it, 
by imprisoning and punishing some of his accomplices of 
inferior rank. The four brothers immediately resorted to 
arms^ and of this circumstance Simoneta avaOed himself 
to obtain a decree, diat either banished them from Milan 
or prohibited thdr return. Ottainano, one c€ die brothers, 

coon 



(a) Ceeeo wm VnidMr to tlie luMrnn SimoDita* whose degant Latin 

Li story of the life of Francesco Sforza furnished future hiitorl.iiis xutfi 
some of the most iauiesdng puticoUrs of that period. This work was first 
yM M rt JatMihaHi 147» «ad wprittd tliew in 14»^ Tbe bifiw MBi» 
btion, by Cristoforo La ndi n o» «M alto pnbtìihed at Milan bi 1490^ under die 

title of L» S/arxja4a, 
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CRAP, soon afterwards penshed in attempting to cross the river 
Adda. These rigorous measuree, instead <^ depressing die 
genius of Lodovico, gave a keener edge to his talents, and 
superadded to his other motives the desire of revenge. Nor 
was it long before his resentment was gratified by the de- 
struction of Siinoneta, who expiated by his death the of- 
fence which he had committed against the growing power 

, of ilic brothci-5 {a). No sooner was ihe dutchess deprived 

of his support, than Lodovico wrested from her feeble hands 
the sceptre of Milan, and took the youug duke under his 
immediate proiection; where» Ulee a wnk plant, in the 
shade of a vigorous tree, he languished for a few miaecable 
years, and then fUI a irietim to that increanng strength in 
which he ought to liave found his pveservadoo. 

The public agitation excited by the assassination of the 
duke of Milan had scarcely subsided, before an event took 
place at Florence of a much more a^ocious oatitre, inas- 
much as the objects destined to destructioii had not afford- 
ed a pretext, in any degree plausible, for such an attempt. 
Accordingly we have now to enter on a transaction ^at 
has sddom been mentioned without emotions of the strong- 
est horror and detestation; and which, as has justly hcok 
observed, is an incontrovertible proof of the practical 
atheism of the times in which it took place {ò). — trans- 
action in which a pope, a cardinal, an archbishop, and se- 
veral other ecclesiastics, associated themselves with a band 
of aiiiiaus, lu destroy two men who were an honour to 

their 



(a) Mura:. Ah», t/. is. /. 53I. 

f 



Confpiracy of 
- ■ - — ■ 
tue ravi» 



1478. 
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their age and country ; uud purposed to perpetrate their CHAP, 
crime at a season of hospitality, ia the sanctuary of a 
QiYhtiaa clnuch, and at the very moment of the elevation 
of the host, when the audience bowed down before it, and 
die assassins were presumed to be in the immediate pre- 
sence of their God. 

At the head of this conspiracy were Sixtus IV. and i'stiMenjigcd 
his nephew Girolamo Riario. Raffaello Riario, the ne- *" 
phew of tlus Girolamo, who, although a young man then 
pursuing his studies, had lately been raised to the dignity 
of cardinal, was rather an instrument than an accomplice 
in the scheme. The enmity of Sixtus to Lorenzo had £br 
some time been apparent, and if not occaMoncd by the 
assistance which Lorenzo had afibrded to Niccolo Vitelli, 
and other independent nobles, whose dominions Sixtus had 
either threatened or attacked, was certainly increased by it. 
The destruction of the Medici appeared therefore to Sixtus 
as the removal of an obstacle that thwarted all his views ; 
and by tlte accomplishment of which the small surrounding 
States would soon become an easy prey. There is however 
great reason to believe that the pope did not confine his am^ 
bidon to these subordinate governments, but that if the con- 
spiracy had succeeded to his wish, he meant to have grasped 
at die dominion of Florence itself {a). The alliance lately 

formed 



{a) At least FerdinaD';! of N^ipU' ., '.lit: iiKy of Sktus in the contest that en- 
sued, assured the Flurentine ambassador that such was tiie intention of the 
pope, " cbc sapeva lui, che Sisto mm tenne meno fantasia in capo d* oceupare 
*• e ùni signore di l-lrenze, che il presente sommo pontefice si habhi tenuta dì 
M occupare que ito regno."— Ailuding to chc sobseqncat attack made by loiio- 
cent VlIIt npoa the kingdom of Naples. Afr. in vità Lmitr, v. n. /. 107. 

VOL. I* Z 
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CHAP, formed between ihc tioren tines, the Venetians, and the 



IV. 



duke of MiUn, whkli was principally effected by Lorenzo 
de* Medici, and by which the pope found himself prc- 
▼ented from disturbing the peace of Italy, was an additional 
and powerful motive of resentment (a). One of the first 
praofe of the displeasure of the pope, was his depriving 
Lorenzo of the office of treasurer of the papal see, which 
he gave to the Pazzi, a Florentine family, who as well as 
the Medici had a public hank at Rome, and who afterwards 
became the coadjutors of Sixtus in the execution of his 
treacherous purpose. 

Family of 1^ fìitnìly vTOS oue of the noblest and most respectable 
in Florence $ numerous in its members, and possessed of 
g^t wealth and influence. Of three brothers, two of 
whom had filled the office of gon&lomere, only one was 
then living. If we may credit the account of Polidano (^), 
Giacopo de' Pazzi, the surviving brother, who was re- 
garded as the chief of the family, and far advanced in 
years, was an unprincipled libertine, who having by gam- 
ing and intemperance dissipated his paternal property, 
sought an opportunity of averting, or of concealing his own 
min in that of die republic. (Iacopo had no children; but 

bis 



(fl) Mitiat. jinn, u, ij. jaó. 

(^) CoHJVKATIONiS PACTIANA COMMENTARIUM. This picCC, Wn'UCn by 

a spectator, and printed b the ibbm Tear in wUdt the event took place, ii ai 

remarkable for the vehemence of its invcciivt, as for the clcgiince of xi^ style, 
and proves how deeply PoUciaoo felt, amJ how keenly he resented the injury 
dtna to his great patrona. Mot being rcpublitlied witb otbar «orka of ùm 
author in 149B or 1499, «r ia tlie F^cditiOD«f iff 9, k becuna cttrcnclf 
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his ddor brokher Fiero h^d left seven <oos« and Ui chap. 
younger biodier Antonio three; one of whom, GagUd- 
mo de* Pura, had in the lifedme oC Cosmo de* Medici 

married Bumca, the sister of Lorenzo» Francesco, the 
brother of Guglielmo, had for several years resided princi- 
pally at Rome. Of a bold and aspiring temper, he could 
not brook the superiority of the Medici, which was sup- 
posed to have Induced him to choose that place as his re»- 
dence in preference to Florence. 

Several of the Florentine authors have endeavoured to 
trace the reason of the enmity of this family to that of 
the Medici, but nodiii^ seems discoverable, which could 
plausibly operate as a motive, much less as a justification 
of their resentment. On the contrary, the affinity be- 
tween the two families, and the favour<5 conferred by the 
Medici on the Pazzi, memorials of which yet remain in the 
hand-writing of Giacopo might be presumed to have 
prevented animosity, if not to have concUxaicd esteem; 
and that they lived on terms of apparmt friendship and 
intimacy is evident from many circumstances of die conspi- 
racy. 



rare» *' tam rarum dtvuuuni quiJcni, ut iuttr Jotios sxpc dubitatum est, an 
«• unqnam tffia impressitm fuerìt, :ic inter altos ignonitttSCtiam libri ticulus." 

jIt/.-marrs! iit fr^f. aJ Pact Ccnj. Comment. E J. Nap. 17^9. Adiltiari having 

procured the ancient copy from the Strozzi librar)-, and collated it withviirioiu 
maaiueriptt, repuUished it at Naples !n 1 769, with great elegaooe and copious 

illustratinns tnnnin;^ :m ample qnnrtn vnlnmej from whicll acconte «dìtioa 
this piece is given in the Appcudii:, No. XXi. 

(«) Inktcen fivro him K»I<oiwzo, two ofwiucb arc given byFiibroait and 
witt be ibuod in the Appendix, No. XXII* 

Z 3 
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CHAP. racy. Madiiavclll relates a jiarticular injin-\' received hy one 
of the Pazzi, which, as he itiiorms us, that iainily attributed 
to the Medici. Giovanni de* Vaxà had married the daughter 
of Giovanni Borromeo, whose immense property upon his 
deadi should have descended to his daughter. But preten- 
sions to it bong made by Carlo, Ids nephew, a lit^adon 
ensued, in the event of which the daughter was deprived 
of her inheritance {a). There is however reason to believe 
that this decree, wliethcr justlfial^lc or not, and of which 
we have no documents to enable us ro form a judgment, 
was made many years before the death ot Piero de' Medici, 
when his sons were too young to have taken a very active 
part in it -, and it is certain that it produced no ostensible 
enmity between the families. It is also deserving of notice, 
that this transaction happened at a time when Lorenzo was 
absent from Florence, on one of his youthful excurnons 
through Italy {i). 

Origin of (he This conspiracy', of which vSixtus and his nephew 
Micmpt. were the real instigators, was first agitated at Rrnie, 
where the intercourse between the count Girolamo Kiario 
and Francesco de' Pazzi, in consequence of the office held 
by the latter, afforded them an opportunity of commum* 
eating to each other their mutual jedousy of the power of 
the Medici, and their desire of deriving them of diar in- 
fluence 



C«) iUt, ma. Mà,S. 

{i) Tbbfsut il aiititeBtiefltcdt>7 the letter fnmLdgi 

Mcilici, d;ited the twenty- vn. 1 of April i 465, ;inJ now first published In the 
Appcjulii bom the HUi. in the Palazzo Vecchio at Floreacc. J/f. Né, iX. 
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fluenee in Florence; in which event it is highly probable, chap. 
that the Fazù were to tiave exercised the clucf authority ' 
in the city, under the patronage, if not under the avowed 
dominion of the papal see. The principal agent engaged in 

the undertaking was Francesco Salvluti, archbishop of Pisa, 
to which rank he had lately been promoted by Sixtus, in 
opposition to the wishes of the Medici, who had for sonic 
time endeavoured to prevent him from exercising his c|)i.^- 
copal functions* If it be allowed that the unfavourable cha- 
lacter given o£ him hj Politiano is exaggerated, it is gene- 
rally agreed that his qualities were the reverse of those 
which ought to have been the recommendations to such high 
{trefennent. The odier con^irators were, Giacopo Salviati, 
brother of the archl)ishop, Oiacopo Poggio, one of the sons 
of the celebrated I'oggio Bracciolini, and who, like all the 
other sons of that eminent scholar, liad obtained no small 
share of literary reputation [n) ; Bernardo Bandlnl, a daring 
libertine, rendered desperate by the consecjuences of his ex- 
cesses ; Giovan Battista Moutesicco, who had distinguished 
himself by his military talents as one of the Condottieri of 
the arnues of the pope ; Antonio Mafièi, a priest of Vol* 

terra. 



{a) Ci icopo not onlj t^ao$1at^1 die FtorCQtine Ii!st0f7 of his father from 
Latin into It.dian, but has also left a specimen of his talents in a commentary 
ov. the Trieu/t dtU*Fam» of Petrarca, which was publi:>hed in folio, without a 
date, butt a* BancGoi conjectures, about the year 1485 or ^B;. It may how* 
ever he presumed, from the dedication of this book* a copy of which is novr 
before ine, to Loren«o de* Medici, that it was printed prcvioas to the year 
147S, when the author joined in this conspiracy to destroy a man, of whom, 
and of whnae fiuniljr* he had shortly before expressed himself in the folloinag 
affcctvf^natc and grnteftil terms : " E perche chartssimo Lorenzo io conosco quel 
*• poco di cogoitionc c in me» tutto e&scre per coafurto e acerrimo stimolo oc 
« iiùei UDcri ani^t da Cowaotiw avolo» pari per certo a OmiìlfaitoFabritio» o 
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CHAP, terra, and Stefano da Bagnone, one of tfae apostolic «cxibeB, 
vnih several others of inferior note^ 

Amncemcau In thc arrangement of their plan, which appears to have 
firMBcMCH- ^^^^^ concerted with great precaution and secrecy, the con- 
spirators soon tliscovered, that the dangers which they had 
to eueounter were not so likely to arise from the diflBculty 
of the attempt, as from the-subeequent resentment of the 
'Florentines, a great majority of whom were strongly al^ 
cached to the MedicL Hence it became necessary to prOf> 
vide a nulitary force, thc as«stance of whicli might be 
equally requisite whether the enterprise proved abortive or 
successful. By thc Infiuence of thc pope, thc king of 
Naples, who was tlien in alliance with hiin, and on one 
of whose sons he had recently bestowed a cardinal's hat, 
was also induced to countenance the attempt. 

Hiese preliminaries being adjusted, Girolamo wtole 
to his nephew cardinal Riario^ then at Pisa, ordoing him to 
obey whatever directions he might receive firora the ardi-. 
< bishop. A body of two thousand men were destined to 
approach by different routes towards Florence, so as to be 
in readiness at the time appointed for striking the blow. 

Shortly 



** Scipione, o qnalunche altro, ì quali appresso di noi sono in veneradone se 
** fiMsi nato nella Romana republica, mi paie essere obligate e costfctto (i!(at 
** fratto prodaeesn per alcun tempo le me gravicsirae nonitionì et exmtxtàoiii, 
" come person;! jir.itA, a te, vero c depno suo heredc destinarlo ; nciochc in- 
'* tenda quel tanto (k lume d' alcuna ririù c tu me, rccoooscerlo dalla casa tua, 
■* aDa qiuk tasto sono oUlgato qmnto giadìdicfai tkao da itiiuare qoeaw 
nùs kVtapf* Gme. ì^b» w Prum, 

l 
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Shoftty aifierwardt, the archbiitliop nqiMiced the presence CHAP. 
d the cardinal at FTorénce» whither he immediately repair* 
ed, «od took up his residence at a seat of the Buzi, about 
a mile from the city. It seems to have been die intention 
of the conspirators to have ef&cted their purpose at Fiesole, 
where Lorenzo then had his country residence, to which 
they supposed that he would invite the cardinal and his 
attendants. Nor were they deceived in tiiis conjecture, for 
Lorenzo prepared a magnificent entertainment on this occa- 
sion : but the absence of Giuliano, on account of indispo- 
«tion, obliged the conspirators to postpone the attempt {a). 
Disappointed in thdr hopes, another plan was now to be 
adopted ; and on further deliberation it was resolved, that 
the assassination should take place on the succeeding Sun- 
day, in the church of the Reparata, ànce called Santa Maria 
del Fiore, and that the signal for execution should be the 
elevation of the host. At the same moment the archbishop 
and others of the conspirators were to seize upon the palace, 
or residence of the magistrates, whilst the office of Giacopo 
de' Pazzi was to endeavour, by the cry of liberty, to. incite 
the citizens to revolt. 

The immediate assasdnation of Giuliano was committed 
to Francesco de' Pazzi and Bernardo Bandini, and that of 
Lorenzo had been intrusted to the sole hand of Montesicco. 

This office he had willingly undertaken whilst he under- 
stood that it was to be executed in a private dwelling, but 
he shrunk from the idea of poUuting the house of God with 

so 



(•) Fdtr* h viti Xmti sj* 
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CHAP. SO ketaotts a crime (a). Two eccleaasticB 
IV • • • 

selected fbr the commisston of a deed, from which the sol- 
dier was deterred by conscientious motives. These were 
Stefano da Bagnone, the apostolic scribe, and Antonio 
Mafiei. 

ciuiiino aisjs. The voung cardinal having expressed a desire to at- 
renio wounded, tciid diviiic scrvice ui the chiin-h oi the Rcparata, on the 
ensuing Sunday, being the twenty-sixth day of April 1478, 
Lorenzo invited him and his suite to his house in Florence. 
He accordingly came with a large rednue, supporting 
the united characters of cardinal and apostolic legate, and 
was received by Lorenzo with that splendor and hospitslity 
witli which he was always accustomed to entertain men of 
high rank and consequence. Giulbno did not appear, a 
cirri! mstance that alarmed the conspirators, whose arrange- 
ments would not admit of* longer delay. They soon how- 
ever learnt that he intended to be present at the church. — 
The service was already begun, and the cardinal had taken 
his seat, when Francesco de* Pazzi and Bandini, observing 
Aat Giuliano was not yet arrived, left die church and 
went to his house, in order to insure and hasten his at- 
tendance. Giuliano accompanied them, and as he walked 
between them, they threw tfior arms round him with the 
fiunifiarity of intimate friends, but in hct to discover whe- 
ther 



(a) Disse che non gli basurebbe mai l'aaimo, commettere tanto eccesso 
flv tìmmt ed accompagnare il tra dim ento eoi ncriJegio ; il «àe h il prìncipi» 
.ddia TOVÌM dell* impren loio. Mae. M. 8.. 
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ther he had any armour under his dre$s [a)i possibly con- 
iecfiiring from his long delay, that he had suspected their 
purpose. At the same time, by their freedom and jocula- 
rity, they endeavoured to obviate any apprehensions which 
he might entertain from such a proceeding [ò). The con- 
spirators having taking their stations near their intended 
victims, wuted unth impatienee for the appcnnted signal (c). 
The bdl rangp— 4he priest taisedthe consecrated wafer t he 
people bowed before it-— and at the saine instant Ban- 
ditti plunged a short dagger into the breast of Giuliano.— p> 
On receiving the Mround he took a few hasty steps and fell, 
when Francesco de* Pazzi rushed upon him with incredible 
fury, and stabbed him in different parts ofhh body, con- 
tinuing to repeat his strokes even after he was apparently 
dead. Such was the violence of his rage that he wounded 
liimself deeply in tiic thigli. The priests who had under- 
taken the murder of Lorenzo were not equally successful. 
An Itt-directed blow from Mafibi, wludi was umed at the 

duroa^^ 



(«) Condottolo nel teaipia» e per Ut viti e nella cUen con noncggi, e gio- 
veniii ragionamenu l' intratcnero. Ne mancò Francesco sotto colore di ca« 
rezzarlo, con le mani e con le braccia «trìgnerlo, per vedere te lo trova.Ta o di 
corasMi o d' altra àmile dìfen taxaStia. Mgt, Uà, 8* 

{à) <^ttUaoo «M indltpoMd» and totallf luurmed, btving left at lioiae 

even hU dagger, whirh he ivns ;;cner;ill\- rìccustomeJ to wear. " Infirmili qui- 
** dem« Si qui ea die, prxter morem, gtadtolum, qui ci ulceratum crus quaUe* 
<■ bat, domi relìquerat.*' fymi. flit. Jet, tf. ftAr. v. n. 134. 

(r) In the point of time fixed for the perpetratton of thli deed, Ustoriani 

arc nearly agreed. " Cum F.utli.iristi.i -.iit(>!lLrctur," s lys ^.rfifZ/a Jn I'di. 
Ctegr. 151. " Cum saccrdos mauibus Eudtai istiam fraagerct." f^al. in niià, 
f. >4. *' Feracta tacerdotU commnniaDe,** sajs FtUti^' ** P<wt Cueha- 
" ristix consecratione." 1» Prov. Rtp. Fltr. of. Fair» lil< *' Quao* 

" dosi coinmunicaTa U tacerdote." M&i . lib. 8. 
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CHAP, throat, but took place behind the neck, raihcr roused him 
to his defence thau disabled him {a). He immediately threw 

'^^^ off his cloak, and holding it up as a shield in ln< left hand» 
with his right he drew hie «word, and icpdled hie assail 
antSi Perceiving that their puipòae was defeated, the 
two ecclenastaei, after havii^ wounded one of LoranoV 
attendants who had interposed to defend him, endeavonred 
to save themselves by flight At the same moment, Ban- 
dini, his dagger streaming with the blood of Giuliano, 
rushed towards Lorenzo; but meeting in his way with 
Francesco Nori, a person in the service of the Medici, and 
in whom they placed great conridencc, he stabbed him with 
a wound instantaneously mortal (J>), At the approach of 
fiandiiii Ae fiiends of Lorenzo endrded him, and hurried 
him Ulto the nctiety, where Politiano and odieis dosed 
the doors, which where of brass. Appceliensioas being en- 
ttftained tibat the weapon which had wounded him was 
poisoned, a young man attached to Lorenzo sucked the 
wound {c), A general alarm and consternation took place 
tn the church ; and such was the tumult which ensued, 

that 



(«) -** U primo colpo fa nella coUotoIa, perche non potè tenerlo pel braccio 
** per dargli od pettO!, c così caafesi&.*' Strimilm, mf, JMmur, in mt, f. 15. 

(Jt) When Lieo X. manj jear» afterwardt pjid a tisit to Floitnee» he 

granted an indulgence to all those who should pray for the soul of Francesco 
Nori, untler Uie idea that his deuh iiad pretervcd the life of lUc father hch 
nemo* Mm»t. im im/. /. ao. 

(') " Aggressus in cos factos fuit a Francisco dc Pazzis, ct aliis pluribus 
" sd% sotiis srnuti* mmit wmw hfittìt^ tmj» Matteo de Toscano, cited 1^ 
Adimarì, Docuaunta Canj. Pan. f. 142. I do not find that any other author 
neattOM this circiunstance. The yooQg man who gave this striking proof of 
bU siiNtioa toLoNiiM ina ibiMab JUdolA^ cf a nob^ 

dig, ?«rf. Cmmmt* tm jfyf. 
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that it was at first believed by the audience that the build C ii AT. 



nr. 



ing was falling in {a) ; but no sooner was it uudcisioixi that 
Lorenzo was in danger, than wveral of the youth of 
Borane^ fomicd tlwniaeWw into a hadjt ^ fcociviag 
faiin iato Uie midtt of them, cotiducted Idm into hU house, 
jnaking a cbcuitoot turn fiom dw dnircb, lot lie flhouÌ4 
meet irith thè dead bodj of hi* bcother. 

Whilst these transactions passed in tlie church, another The conipin- 
commotion took place in the palace ; where the archbishop, ^JJJ^****^ 
•who had left the church, as agreed uj on licforc the attack 
ou tlic Medici, and a])out thirty oi hio asaociates, at- 
tempted to overpower liic magistrates, and to possess tlten&f 
Mbd of the leat of gomnmcnt {b), Lee^g Mme of hU 
fclloweiB atadoned in ififieient a^wrtment*, the aidkbishop 
ptoeeeded to aa interior chamber, where Ceian Fetvucci, 
then gonfalonieie, and 01w other mag^ttratei were aeieabled. 
Nò tooner waa die gonfaloniere iplbnned of his approach, 
than out of respect to fai» rank he fQae to meet him. Wfa^ 
ther the archbishop was disconcerted by the presence of 
Pctrucci, who was known to be of a resolute character, 
of which he had given a strikinj^ instance in frustrating 
the attack of Bernardo Nardi upL ii the town of Prato, or 
whether his courage was not equal to the undertaking, is 

imcertdn: 



(«) "Qai int»»Bpto<herttii^c LiiB c itoM w ri tf , iiMcasyitfllBc 

" veluti attoniti, c] liJn im rei fuissct quxntahlllC. Fvcte'^i 
•* plum ruere." f^a/cr. i» vitd Lour. /. 35. 

{b) " Con ia sua oompagiua, ch' erano circa persone vcntotto*" says Bei- 
fredcllo Strinato, af. Miautr. im »$t. p. 17. Ammirato infontu W> tliat thjE 
archbishop had about thirty followers, and that he left the chwdi OH the pK> 
ttace of f^jiog a visit to his mother. Jmm. v. ili. 1 17* 

A A 2 
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uncertain ; but instead of intimidating the magistrates by a 
sudden attack, he began to inform Petnicci that the pope 
had bestowed an employment on his son, of which he had 
to deliver to him the ciedentia]a(tf). This he did with such 
hetttadoDt and in so desultory a manner« that it was scarodj 
possible to collect his meaning. Petrucci also observed that 
he frequently changed colour, and at times turned towards 
the door, as if giving a signal to some one to approach.— 
Alarmed at his manner, and probably aware of his charac- 
ter, Petrucci suddenly rushed out of the chamber, and 
called together the guards and attendants. By attcinpiing 
to retreat, the archbishop confessed his guik [ù). la 
inirsuing htm, Petmcci met with Giacopo P(^io, whom 
he caught by the luur, and throwing him on the ground, 
delivered into die custody of hia followers. The rest of 
the nu^trates and their attendants seized upon snch «ma 
as die place supplied^ and the implements of the kitchen 
became formidable weapons in their hands. Having se» 
cured the doors of the palace, they furiously attacked tlieir 
scattered and intimidated enemies, who no longer attempted 
resistance. During this commotion they were alarmed 

by 



.(«) 8ub nomine St eolore pnEceiit.-uidi cuju<:c!.im Virrvh pnpalis. 

M. TuttAnuj ap. Ad:mar. int. dt{. f, 147. 

(^) He was deprived of his expected support bj a singular incident. Some 
cf hit fUloiim had rtcktd into » adjoinfaig It 

vfas customary for every succeeding magistrate to make an alteration in the 
doors of that place, as a precaution against treachery ; and Petrucci had so 
comtracted tStum chat ùuef ehned and bolted on dw sfightest impube. The 

followers of the archbishop fhtis found themselves uncxpcctcdJy secure J intha 
cbambCTj without the possibiJitj of affording assistance to their leader, 

Mr. n>, i. p. 67. V. iu /. 108. 



(OaftioBiwcaiMl 



Digitized by Google 



189 

by a tumult from without, and perceived from the win- CHAP, 
dews Giacopo de' Pazzi, followed by about one hundred ^^^^ 
soldiers, crying out liberty, and exhorting the people to 
revolt. At the lame time they found that the inswgenti 
had forced the gates of the palace, and that some of them 
were entering to defend dietrcompamons* The magistmes 
however persevered m their defence, and repulsing thetr 
enemies, secured die gates dll a reinfbrcement of their 
friends came to their assistance. Petrucci was now first 
informed of the assassination of Giuliano, and the attack 
made upon Lorenzo. The relation of this treachery ex- 
cited his highest indignation. With the concurrence of 
the state counsellors, he ordered Giacopo Poggio to be hung 
in sight of the populace, out of the palace windows ; and 
secured die archbishop, wl^ hu brodier and the othte chiefs 
of the conspiracy. Their followers were, etdiier slaughtered 
in the palace, or thrown half alive through the mndowst 
One only of the whole number escaped: He was found 
seme da^ afterwards concealed in the wainscots, {Krisfaing 
with hunger, ai^ ift consideration -of his mxSkàag^ received 
his pardon {a)» 

Hie young cardinal lUsrio, who- had taken refuge at punishment m 
the altar, was preserved from the rsge of the populace by 
the interference of Lorenzo, who appeared to ^ve credit 
to his asseverations, that be was igoorsnt of the intentions of 
die con^iiratcns {i). It is said that his fears had so violent 

an 



(a) Aiuh V. iii. /. iiS> 
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CHAP, an eSoet uson Urn that he aeyer tSuimadi retovered his 
oatunl compknuon (</). His atteadaatft feU a aaeiifioe tx> 

'^^^ the rwenrmeat of the àtàieo$» The street* wetc polluted 
witb the dead bodiei and mtiigled Kmbs of the «kttghtexed. 
With the bead cf one of these ttnCortunite wretches on a 
lance the popukce paraded the city, which resounded with 
the cry of Palk, PalU (^), Perish the traitors [c) ! Fran- 
cesco de' Pazzi being found at the house òf his uncle Gia- 
copo, where on account of his wound he was confined to 
his bL'J, was dragged out naked and exhausted by loss of 
blood, and being brought to the palace, &u£ered the &ame 
death ag his associate. His..puiÙ8hment was immediately 
followed by that of the andibubop, who wil hung through 
the wtodowB of the palace« and was not allowdd oven to 
divestiuBuelf of hit ftdalical robes. The hMt moiQfBtt of 
Salviaitiy if we may credit Politiano» were ^anarked hf a sin*» 
giilar instance of ferocity. Being suspended close to Fran- 
cesco de* Pàsn, he seized the naked body with his teeth, 
and relaxed not from his hold even in the agonies of 
death Jaoc^ de* JBuzi had escaped iiom the city 

during 

(«) " TUB «Htfoqot ttteni •rreptuxn, ut «dada iwaqwitw wtt«r«l«h co- 
"kfcmwpiiiait.*' Cimtimm4^,MBtm,mm0. /.^ 

.at) TlKpaafed'orak «rgoldaiball«> dKariBtof thtMf «TMédici. 

• i*) Ua prete del wetcem fit muto In phxxit e npucato» e fcmogtì la 

testa, e per tutto il dì fu port.ua la dctu testa in sur una lanci.1 per tatto 
Firenze ; c strascinato le giaabct e un quarto dinanzi con un braccio portato 
la nt uno spiede per tona h dita, gndaaido tempro hvoiano i TaAotToai. 

LanJuuiut ap. JJimar. tu mt. f. 26. Tutti gridando TITA Lt r Abbai a MMlMO 

I TKADiTuxi. Cbren. Cardi t Fhrtmtùln af. idtm, 

{d) In tbe opinion of Polìtìano, the crime of the archbishop was noCex« 
pìatcd bj hi* death. Amongst his pocnu, printed in the edition of BasUt are 
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tluring the tumult, but the day following he was made a 
prisoner by the neighbouring peasants, who regardless of his 
intreaties to put liiia to deaths brought him to Fioraie^ 
and delivend him up to the mag^stfatcs [a). As his guilt 
was manifest, his executioa was insumtaneous, and afforded 
fiom the windows o£ the pahM:e another ^peetade that gra> 
tifìed the resentment of the enraged multitttde* His nephew 
Renato, who suffered at the same time, excited in some 
degree the commiseration of the spectators. Devoted to 
his studies, and averse to popular commotions, he had re- 
fused to be an actor in the conRpiracy, and his silence was 
his only crime. The body of Glacopo had been interred in 
the church of Santa Croce, and to this circumstance the 
sttperstitioD of the people attributed' an unusual and Inces- 
sant M of rain tliat succeeded diese disturbances. Far- 
taldng in their prejudices, or desirous of gratifying thdr 
revenge, the maf^stcates ordered his body to be removed 
without die walls of the àìj. The fi>llowtng morning it 
was again torn from the grave by a great multitude o£ 
children,, who in spite of the restrictions of decency, and 

the 



■temti tifigmu that <BOiigly tgtak U$ ongucaciaiblt wicat—nti The fot* 
hnriqg ita yriwrn t 

Salviatas mitrs sceleratus honore (uperbit : 
£c qoemqaun colo credimiu eue deumf 

ScQket line tcekn» hoe aitet mernete oefindae } 
At hfoflo^n poodeu Ettit w i«i!«ri I 

(«) Jmm. lH.Fm. «. lii. itjp. " L' akro dl ne «enae proo Mentr 

** Jacopo de' Pazzi che eru fu^»gito ; e* fu preso in Romagna, clie fri A di Uft^ 
" e fa ùamuuito, e di «obito impiccato a dctu fineura del jndagio/' 
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192 

CHAP, tlic interference of some of tlic inhabliants, after dragging 
it a long time through the streets, aad treating it with 
everj degree of wanton opprobrium, threw it into the river 
Arao {a). Such was the £ite c£ a man who had enjoyed 
the highest honours of the repubUc» and for hb services 
to the state had been rewarded with the prinleges of the 
equestrian rank {i>). The rest of this devoted family were 
condemned either to imprisonment or to exile (r), exo^dng 
•only Guglielmo de* Pazzi, who, though not untuspected» 
was first sheltered from the popular fury in the house of 
Lorenzo, and was afterwards ordered to remain at his own 
villa, about twenty-^ve miles distant from Florence. 

Although most diligent search was made for the priests 
who had undertaken the murder of Lorenzo, it waa not till 

the 



{a) Quando furano all' usdo dtUa sua casa, naiaono il tapMm nella cam- 
panella dell' uscio, e lo ttrarooo sà, dicendo, fìcebia P mtd». LmtdtfdM af. Adi' 
mm* im tu» 43. Poliilano, who wems to dwell with pleasure on the excesses 
of an enraged populace» retaui tnoM pwtiailarijr their iwults to the fiftk« 

bod/ of Jacopo. 

{i) MaduavelH» wlio bore no partiafity towatidi the Meifid» gtvei «• a 

«ore favourable idea of the character of Jacopo. *' Narrousi de > suoi alcuni 
** vicii, tn i quali erano giuochi e bestemmie* pià che a qualunque perduto 
** ttoono non li -«oaverebbe ; i quali vitìi eoa te nudce demodoe ricompeo. 
" sava ; perchè a molli bisognosi, e luoghi pii largamente sorreniTa. PuomÌ 
" ancora di quello dire questo bene, che il sabbato davanti a (|tteUa IXsmcnica 
" diputata a tanto homicidio, per non fare partecipe dell' Kvem ina fortuna 
" alcun' altro, tutti i sum debili pagò, toUie k mereantie che* egli haveva in 
" dogana ed in casa, le quali ad altrui appartenessero, con miravìglìoia ■al'» 
*' Icciiudlnc a i padroni dì quelle consegnò." Aùu. IH. S. 

(0 Furano pmi Andrea di Piero de* Paxxi« Owtannit eMioolo^ e Gafcotto 
e Antonio tic' Pa/zi fruttili, irov.ui ncll' orto de' Monaci dcj^ti Angeli. NÌ* 
txAo» Giovanni» c Galeotto furtno menali nella Torre di Volterra. 
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the tliiid daj lifttr the' attempt that ^tj ittn discovered, CHAP, 
faavii^ obtahied a shelter in the monastery of the Benedicdne 
monks. No sooner were thejr brought from the place of 
their concealment, than the populace, after cruelly mutilai» 
ing them, put them to death ; and with difficulty were pre- 
vented from slaughtering the monks themselves {a). Mon-> 
tesicco, who had adhered to the cause of the conspirators, 
although he had refused to be the active instrument of their 
project, was taken a few days afterwai ds, as he was endea- 
vouring to save himself by flight, and beheaded, having 
fifsK niade a fidi ccmftsnon of all the circumstances attending 
the conspiracy, by which it appeared that the pope was privy 
té die whole transaction {ò). The punidiment of Bernardo 
Bandini was longer delayed. He had sal^y passed the 
bounds of Italy, and had taken refuge at length in Coa* 
standnople ; but the sultan Mahomet being apprised of hit 
crime, ordered him to be seized and sent in chains to Flo- 
rence, at the same time alledging as the motive of his con- 
duct, the respect which he had for the character of Lo- 
renzo 



(«) iW. Ory. Ptct. Ctmmmtt w 

ID MantMCcns ia ipia fiiga comprehcMos, poatqoam omnia uti Qf^ta 
trsnt, ct non solnm cnnsilia, sed etiam dicta printifici^, et comitis Hicronymi 
dc tota conjarationc aperuisset, reste saspcndiiur. fair, in vita Laur. v. \. 
ft €9. But Adimari had before prodnced docaments from the librxtries of 
Florence, •which ^hew thrxt Montcstcco was decapitated. " A dì 1. ma;;gÌo 
" Tenne preso M. Gio. Bat. da Montesccco, e a di 4. di detto mese, gli f u tag- 
** fiato la testa «I pfllatso àA podesd." MM.AUat.Flar. Ctd. Nt. 67. mp. 4Ukm. 
*' Fu tagliato i! capo sulla porta del podestà, a Gio BottMt» da MonteieccOk'* 
Im net. ad lib. <ui titkltn, Il Prioriita, idtm, 
VOL. I. BB 
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CHAP, teazo de* Medici. He arrived in the moatli of December 
^ ''''' _ in the ensuing yeir. and met with the due reward of Uà 
treachery. An embassy was sent from Florence to return 
thanlcB to the sultan in the name of the republic 

Throughout the whole ol this just but dreadful retri- 
bution, Lorenzo had exerted all his inlluencc to restrain 
the indignation of the populace, and to prevent the further 
effusion of blood. Soon after the attempt upon his life, an 
immense multitude surrounded his house, and not be- 
ing convinced of his safety, demanded to see him {ò). 
He seized the (^portunity which their affiscdon affinded, 
and notwithstanding his wound, endeavoured by a padietic 
and -forcible address to moderate the violence of their le- 
•entment. He entreated tliat they would resign to 
the magistrates the task of ascertaining and of punishing 
the guilty, lest the innocent should be incautiously involved 

in 



* 

(«) ** Beraardb d! BandBno Bandini ae venue fmo da Cumtaatiiiopoli» a 

* dì 14 Dicembre 1479, e (iisaminato che fu al BargeUo, fu impiccato alle 
** finestre di detto BargeUo, allato alla Doana, a d) 29 Dicembre 1479, die 
** podù d) stette." Slrmaiitt tf. Jdbur. tu mit md Cmf. P^. Ctmmmt. p. )6. 
Adimari, on the authority of the Chroniclt: of Ciirlo a Florcntioh, attributo 
the seizure of Baudini to (he orders of the stilun Bajazct> but the capture of 
Bandtni took place ia the nigD of his predecetior Mabonut II. whoie death 
JiJ not i..tppen till the year 1481. Murax. Am. v. it, ft {J7. SifgraJIt, Uuh 
Jtltr. ge' Mmartht Otttmtuu, f, 95. Ed. Ft», l688< 

{b) " Jam ante I^aurcntianss nedes, populas ingcns dc illiiis salute sullicIttK 
'* convejDcrat, quibus ut animum confinoarct, quum sc c icuciirii. vutneratum 
qnidcin, ted aKoqaiiaeoInflieaioMiendiMet, tanto plausu, tantisqueacdainiip 
" ttooibtts exceptwc «*«» at mpàuà mo ponit." Fahr, a viti» f, 25. 
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in destruction (a). His appearance and his admonitions CHAP, 
had a powerful and instantaneous effect. With one voice 
the people devoted themadves to the support of bis cause, "^^^ 
and besought him to take all possible precautions for his 
safety, as upon that depended die hopes and wd£ure of the 
republic. However Lorenzo might be gradfied with these 
proofs of the affection of his fellow-citizens, he could not 
but lament that inconsiderate zeal which was so likely to 
impel them to a culp:\hle excess. Turnin? to some of the 
Florentine nobility by whom he was attended, lie declared 
that he felt more anxiety from the intemperate acclama- 
tions of his fiiends, than he had experienced even from his 
own disasters {ò). 

The general sorrow for the loss of GiuSano was strongly 
marked. On the fourth day after his death his obsequies 
were performed^ with great magnificeiice, in ffae dKurch of 
S. JLorenzo. It appeared that he had received fimn the dag- 
gisrs q£- fiandini and Francesco de' Pazzi no less than nine? 
teen wounds (f). Many of the Florentine youth changed 
their dress in testimony of respect to his memory. In the 
predilection of the Florentnies for Giuliano, historians are 
agreed. Even Machiavelli allows, that he possessed all the 
humanity and liberality that could be wished for in one born 
to such an elevated station, and that his iiinera] was ho- 
noured by ib» tears of his fdlow-dtizens (a'). *Kà 
of statur e " strong in his person— 4us breast prominent — 

his 



(«) Jmm. Itt, «. at. /. itS^' ' (r) M Cmif, Fml. Cm, £■ ^ 

BS a 
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CHAP, hja limbs full and muscular— dark eyes — a Uvely look — an 
olive compleadon-^oòae Uack fuSx tutned iMck firora hia 
fovehead ^uch is the pomaic ghren of GiuEaoo by hU 
intimate associate Polidano, who to diese partieulaiB liaa 
further added, that he excelled in actiTe exercises, ta 
horsemanship, in wrestling, in thrawing the spear:, that ht^ 
was habituated to thirst and to hunger, and frequently passed 
a day in voluntary abstinence : possessed of great courage, 
of unshaken fortitude, a friend to religion and order, an 
admirer of painting, music, and other elegant arts fa).— 
From the same author we also learn, tiiat GiuUaiio iiad 
given proofs of hb poetical talents in several pieces re- 
markaUe for thdr strength of diction, and pknitude of 
thought, but <^ these no spedmens now remain. Shxadj 
after this tiansaclion, Lorenzo raoàved a -nwt firooi. Ax^ 
toah da San Gallo, who informed him that the un- 
timely death of Giuliano had prevented^ lùa jdisclosing CO 
Lorenzo a circumstance, widk whiuh it was now become 
necessary that he should be acquainted (/■). This was the 
birth of a <5on, whom a lady of the family of Gorini had 
born to Giuliano about twelve nioatlis before his death, 
and whom Antonio had held over tlie baptismal fount, 
where he received the name of GiiUio. Lorenzo imme* 

-diatdf 



{m) Ftl. Cn^, Ptttt, Cm. imJpf. 

(*) *• AflCmuo da & Gallo andò allora a trovar Lawoao, Ji ii i n» <àfi «i> 

sendo morto Giuliano, ci non aveva porato far nofo, cotti* nvev^ avuto da 
" una donna de' Gorìni, sua amica, un figlio, già un aaao, quelle aveva tenuto 
" egli a battesimcs e stava al rincontro delta am cm andea, adk ^ dì 
" Pinti. 1 1 detto Lorenzo l' andò a vedere, e dendo aUt com del «MldMimo 
" Antonio, dorè sutu fino al lettiaio anno." 

Ctf. Mmt,Ikr, t^, 4dHHr. w miH éd Ch^, AkT. Coi. /t 40. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



197 

diately repaired to the place of the Infant's residence, and CH AP, 
taking him under his protection, delivered him to Antonio, 
with whom he remuned mitU he arrived at the seventh 
year of bis age. Tlus concealed offipring of illicit love, 
to iriióm the Idndiiew of Lorenzo supplied the untimely 
loss of ft fàvdier, was deidned to act an important part in die 
affinrs of Burape* The final exdnction of the liberties of 
Florence ; the alliance of the fiunily of Medici with the 
royal house of France ; the expulsion of Henry VIII. of 
England from the bosom of the Roman church ; and the 
consequent establishment of the doctrines of the reformers 
in this ifland, are principally to be referred to this illegiti- 
mate son of Giuliano de' Medici, who, through various vi- 
cissitudes of fortune, at length obtained the supreme di- 
leetiini'of tbe Roma» aee, and nnder the name of Clement 
Vn. guided the baffc of Si. Beier through a aooccNion of 
die Beirerest atorms which it ha» ever experienced («)* 

The 



(a) Machiavelli, who iwrau iiU bùtory ia tbe pontificate of Clcncat VII. 
informs tts, that this pontilF wu bom ftfinr nontbt after dw death of lib fit* 

Aeri in which he has been generally followed by succeeding writers. " Ri- 
" miMc di lui (Giulìaao) ua figliuolo, ilqu^ dopo « pochi meti che fu morto, 
" nacque, c fu chiamato Giofio ; il quale fa da qudia TÌftA te foitnna ripieno, 
*• che in questi presenti tempi lutto il mondo conosce." ^fnc. hb. fi. A full 
account of tbc politicai trancactioM of Clemcat VII. will be found in the Fk» 
rtntuie htstorf of Bciwik iio Varcbf, imitMn oder du autnetri oT Gbano I. 
grand duke of Florence» who granted the author access to all the archives of 
his family. The favour of an absolute sovereign did not seduce Varchi from 
the duty of an kisu>rian, but tbc extreme freedcim with which he commented 
upon the events ^hich led to the subjugation of hia masaxf^ and animadverted" 
on the characters of Clement VII. and others who contributed towards it, pre- 
venud for nearly two centuries the publication of his work, which first ap> 
peared at Cologne in t^ti» in Alio» and «Aerwds wiiboac dtte at Leiden» 
1^ H«n numàr Jb» 
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CHAP. 
IV. 



Memoriali of 
tbecMipirney* 



r Thfr pnUic grief occasioned by r the death of Giuliano 
wàa btMrerer nuaig^ed. ]viUi,:«nd dlei^afed hf exultation ibr 
the safety of Ltwom. Every poenhle method was de- 
viaed to brand with: infiuny tins perpetrators of deed. 
By II public decree» the name and arms of the Pazzi were 
ordered to be for ever suppressed. The appellations of 
such places in the city as were derived from that family 
were direfted to be changed. All persons contractlnc: mar- 
riage with the descendants of Andrea de* Pazzi were de- 
clared to be ammoniti, and prohibited from all offices and 
dignities in the republic {a). The ancient ceremony of 
conducting annually the sacred fire from ^e churdi of 
& Giovanni to the. house of the Ftozi was' abolìdked» and a 
new method was adopted of continuing dùs popukr super* 
sdtion {Ò). Andrea dal Castagno was lem^oyed, ar the 
public expence, to represent the persons of the ttaptpis 

... ."on 



(«} The descenduu of Andrea de' Pazzi are thus accaraiceljr given bj Adimari* 



Guillelmtnof. 
I 

Donu ADdran. 
t 



Dom. Petrui. 



Episcop. 
MebteoHS. 



j- 

Dom. Jacobus. 



I 

Antoni a«. 



dm. 



r 



r 



Ftaiiciicu<:. Culiclmas Jqaimet. 

cuin Bianca MeJicca. 



(4) The decree on thù occasion appears amongst the docomencs pubUshed 
hfTtAtotit mdbglvcBiatlMAiipeàdif^ II6.1QtIIL ' . - 
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on the walls of the palace, in the execution of which he 
obtained great applause, although the figures, as a mark 
of Ivhmj, were sospendcd by the feet {a), Oa the- 
other hand the skill of the Florentine artisM wu ev- 
erted in soothing the fiwling^ and gratifying the cuiiotity 
ci the public, by perpetuating the remembnuice of the 
dangers which Lorenzo had escaped* By the assistance of 
Andrea Vcrocchlo, Orsini, a celebrated modeller in wax,, 
formed three figures as large as the life, which bore the most 
perfeft resemblance of the person and features of Lorenzo,, 
and which were placed in different churches of the territory 
of Florence. One of these represented liim in the dress 
which he wore when he received the wound, and as he ap- 
peared to the populace at the window of his palace A 
mtat lasting memonat was devised by Antonio Pollajuoli, 
who struck a medal on this oocanon, exhibiting in the 

andeot 



{a) " L'anno 1478, quando dalla famiglia de' P.i.'/i >^ :ikri loro adhc- 
" renti Se congiurati ; fa morto in S. Maria del Fiore Giuli ino de' Medici, e 
" JLorcnzo suo fratello ferito, fu deliberato dalla Signoii.t, cltu lutti quelli delta 
" %<mgiarafiann(>,eMlMtraditiin»dipinti nella facciata del palagio del podestà; 
" onde c55cndo questa pper;i cifFcrta ad AnJrc.i, egli, come servitore, ed obti- 
♦* gato alla casi de' Medici l'accetto molto ben volontieri, e mes&ovist, la fece 
** nato bdb, die In uno itupoct ; ne si potrebbe dire qaant» aite e ghidlzio 
" sì conosceva in qnci personaggi ritratti per !o pìii di naturale, ed impiccati 
** per i piedi in strane attitudini, c tutte varie e bellissime. La qual opera, 
perdii piacqne a tMta la citta, St partieolansaite a^Ji inttadeiiti delk com 
" di pittura, fu cagione che d.i quella in poi. iM>n più Andrea dal Castagno^ ma 
" Andrea degli Impiccati fusse chiamato.** 

y*/m, iiMt vù* di JhAtm CM^^m, 

{è) W. Vasari, ntlla 'vita di ^nir. Ftmchio, ^v here a pordenlaf aCCOOAt M 
given of these figures, which were " tanto l)cn fatti, che rappresentavano non 
" più uomini dt cera, ma vivissimi," one of them was placed in the church of 
die CUariti <* dinaa» al CrnciiiMO Ot/m lainaS.** It appears they were att 
reaaalniag at the tiiae Vaeari iwwc. 
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ancient choir of the Repaiata, the umBint t ion of Giuliano, 
and the attack made npon Lorenzo. In this medal, the con^ 
spuraton are all represented naked, not merely for the pur- 
pose of displaying the knowledge of the artist in the human 

figure, ia which he excelled all his contemporaries^ but, at 
some have conjectured, as being characteristic of the fla§^ 
tious act in which they were engi^^ {a), 

Lor.n<!o pre Although ihc body of troops destined to support the 

[Tn^c 17** ■« conspirators had kept aloof from the scene of action, and 
^^^t'^", with difficulty efiected tbdr leireat from the Fiorentine 
dominions (^), yet Lorenzo was wdl aware of the storm 
that was gathering around him, and with equal prudence 
and resolution prepared to meet it. By the confesstott 
of Montencco he was fiiUy iitformed <^ the implacable lift* 
tred of the pope, which was inflamed almost to madness 
by the miscarriage of his designs, and the publicity of his 
treachery. Lorenzo also knew that the king of Naples, 
who was not less formidable to Italy from the ferocity and 
military reputation of his soaAlfonso, duke of Calabria, than 
from the extent and resources of his own dominions, would 
most probably concur with the pope. His comprehen- 
me eye saw at one glance die extent of Ùit danger to 

which 




{*) Fauuri vim di Jut, Ptllaineli. — " Fece ii medesimo alcune medaglie 
** belfisrimc, e fra 1* altre ia una la congiura de' Pazzi ; nella quale sono le 
** te?te di LorcTi7n c Giuliano de' MciJicl, c nel rìveno il dioro di S» Maràdd 

** Fi«rf, 5< t'.Uto il Clivo come pasiù ippuatO." 

" Adfuic eodem die c coqjiuratis Joaanes FraocUcus Tollcntitias ex 
" agfo Fonwonidieati, com peditibas milk» totidemqoe LaurentiiM TAaa» 
** ex alia parte, qui, ubi rem infectam Tidemoi^ mgOO K fcriculd doMka 
*' reccjteniBt*" Rmfkytkttr.inGt^. IH,^* 
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tvhSdì he was exposed, and he accor^ngly adopted every C HA P.' 
measure'lhat migbc be likdy to oppose or to avert li. He s^aa 
addressed himself to all the Italian states, with strong re* 
preseatadoiis of the conduct of the pope, and entreated 

thrm, by every motive wbich wns likely to influence them, 
to shew their open disapprobation ot a species of treachery, 
from which neither rank, nor talents, nor virtue, could 
afford protection. He adverted to the fatal consequences 
which must arise to Itaty &om the subjugation of the Flo- 
rentine iqrabiic, and c<mnected fab came widi that of 
die conntry at large; In the same terms lie wrote to die 
kin^ of Itanee and of Spain, endeavotiring to obtain thor 
interference in his behalf, and to convince them of the in- 
justice and criminality of his enemies, and of his own in- 
nocence and moderation [r,). Nor was he negligent in the 
mean time in providing for his own defence. By every pos- 
sible means he incited the citizens of Florence to make 
preparation for repelling their enemies. He procured from 
all quarters large supplies of provisions, with every other 
reqiuHte for sapporting an olminate siege. The activity 
of Lorenzo inftised a lunilar spirit into those aióimd him» 
and tlie hopes of the people were supported by the early 
a|q»earance, in Mugello, of Giovanni Bentivoglio, the firm 
ally of the Medici, with a chosen band of 8oldic|rs, which 
he led to the relief of Lorenzo as soon as lie was apprized 
of his danger. Moved by Iràrepieseatadons, or jealous 



(a) Louis XI. had anticipated his communicatkni bf a letter written lo 
Lorenso, immeifiatdy after the iatcUifeace of the asi>«MMtioa had arrived at 
Paris, in whieli lie expressed the wamett wnat i a w» Sfoiiut ike authors of 
the treachery } these leuers arc yet extant, aaJ are gifta&mtt thcdocoiacDtt 
of Fairtiù, in the Appcndu» No> XXIV. 

VOL. I. C C 
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CHAP, of the power of the pope and of the king of Naplet, io> 
veral other states of Italy warmly espoused the cause of 

the Florentines. Ercole d'Estc, duke of Ferrara, attended 
in person with a powerful reinforcement. The Venetians, 
although cautious in their determination, displayed a ma- 
nifest partiality to the Florentines, and even the kings of 
Spain, and of France, traiumitted to Lorenzo the fullest 
^urance* thor convicdon of the rectitiide of hit con- 
ducty a^d itf difir willingness to interpose 'iridk i^I didr 
anthcnity ia bdialf («i). So &T0unhle a concurieiice of 
«JKoinicaacea pve ficedi a^ta to the Homitiiiei^ and a»» 
moved ia » great degree ^ apprehenaimia of the fiioada 
o;. fPui;. of the Medici. At this juncture Politiano addressed ro 
Gentile d' Urbino, hishop of Arezzo, a Latin ode, which 
i« not less entitled to n4>tlce fc r its intrinsic merit, than as 
an authentic indication ol the puhUc opioioaat the time it 
was written {i), 

Ad 



[a) Philip dc Commines yw icni by X>ouis XT. to Florcucc, from whence 
Jie aherwards vcQt to Milan to request the Milanese to s^nd a body of soldiers 
t« the wBifeiF qf • làÀ Wetc a t i àw, with wWch he idbmn tu diey complied, 

tant a I4 rcquetc du Rol, que povir faire leur devoir ;" speaking of the Flo- 
t^lÌQcs, he further add», " Ia ffntai du Rai leur fsut qnclquc chose : mais 
** n6a pas taint que jeusse voultb Car |e n'avoye amée poor let aider t mais 

feolemcnt avoye mon train. Je demouray au dit lieu de Florence un an, 
« w fH leafS terrttotrcs, 4| bicit lr«i(l4 d'«t», 4 a Imts despena» tu b|WU la 
V dernier jour que Ic premitr»** M». di F. itCtmidwet, fil. ▼{. t, f. For Als 
hut assertion the French statesman had suSicicnt reason, for Ammirato informs 
im (biC at his departtuc from Fkreocc, the republic prcKittcd him with Mtf-, 
fife piwiids weight of wroaffhttthcr for the ON of his taUe. Jllimm,m.ti6. 

(a) Folitiaso afterwards sent this poem with the following address to Lo- 
fCMO d<^ Mèdid : 

Qttft«daGeadlm aoitnm mi^ som eomelanii^ eaadem qooq^ve ad 
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Ad GttttiUm Episet^titH* 

Gentiles animi mwdott put meiy 

Communi nimium sorte quid angeris f 
Quid euro animum lugnbiibus tens, 
£t me discrucias simul Ì 

Passi digna quidem petf^too sunifs 
LuctU) qui mecUis (heu miseri) sactis 
Ilium, ilium juvenem, vidimus, O ne£u ! 
Sttttum sacrilega manu ! 

At s(!nr attonito qua dare pectori 
Soia men valeant pluriiua, nam super ' 
Est, qui vel pernio creverit in tuo, 
Lavrbms Etniris caput. 

Laureks quem patrias cielicolum pater 
Tutum terrifica gorgone praestitit j 
Quem Tuscw pariter, quem Venetus Leo 
Seivant, et Draco pervigiL 

nii bcUipotens excubat Hercules ; 
Illi fatiferis miliut arcubua i 
im mitdt eqoos Fiandai «MidDi^ 
Fdtx Francia ngibus. 

Circiiidatat 




te ndctendam statuì, tIw cat nam ailii res, qux non mimttad 1^ qoain 
** cam, atque admeipsam pertlneret. Omnia collcg! q«s commnncm hunc 
" nostrum dolorero, etsi minus tullcre, levare procui dubio aliqua ex parte 
** IMMmt : Tu, cum tot videas tua: saluti tam dill({aiterleiT%ttmk pofeet ad- 
** nioneri quum tibi ncrrsse sit magni teipsum facete ; ncque toam. hoc est 
" publicam totius (>u nic deus aiact) ftaltiB jibiWn n^UtctaVt pati* Lege 

C C 2 
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Circuimtat popuhis mniBime ikumo j 
Grciuniiutt juvenm fNUi^^ 
CuiM nnràniit, et robore militum; 
Hbc Mat Jttpiiiiar, hac bxtiu 

quare, O com imm quid tibt Ncoiht 
Si nil pvofidmus? quk podm gnvii 

AbsterUse bono Isetitis die 

Kam cum jam geUdoi umbra rdiquerit 
Aicaa» non dolor banc perpetuui zetro» 
Bfordacme trahunt sollicitudlnei, 
Mentis, curaque pervicaiu 



O fAeod, whose woea tbia bosom abater 

Why ceaseless mourn our mutual cuni 
Ah why thy days to grief resign, 
With thy regrets recalling mine ì 

Eternal o^er the atrocious deed, 
*TÌ8 true our kindred hearts may bleed i 
When He, twin glory of our laud, 
i' cil by a sacrilegious hand 1 

But sure, my friend, there yet rematila 
Some solace for these piercing pains, 
Wlùlst He, once nurtur'd at thy side,. 
Lorenzo lives, Etmria's pride. 

Lorenzo, o'er whose favour'd head», 
Jove his terrific gorgon spread ; 
' Whose steps the lion-pair await, 
Of Xhnnttx and r#M(f/rli««i. 
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For bim hit cmedie dragon ir«Mi I CHAP. 
■For iiiiu the Htradtan farad appqn f 

Her martial succour Gallk bringt-; 
GaUia tlutt glovict in her ki^gs i 

See round the jouth the purpled hmd 
Of Tcnenble &Aen Mand i 
Suiting crowds around Inm dvoag. 
£aA hail liim as hemover akiig* 



Strong in our CTtt^e and in our friendi, 
Gur righteous^ battle Jove defends^. 
Thy ludeii lonowt than represt, ' - 
Let jp]r omoe nxtte dihte diy bvcasb 

To animate the clay-cold frame, 

No sighs shall fan the vital £ame ; . , ' 

Nor all therteart that love can shed, ' 

Recall to fife' the Hteat dead..' 

, ^ à "... 

' NotwUHstindii^ the yigoiir wad acdvlty of 'Lorenzo ia 
preparing for the war, he waa anxioudy deatroua of pre* 
Tenting, if possible, such a calamity. By his moderation, 
and even kindness to-the surviving reladvea of the conspi- 
ratorSf he thought to obliterate the remembrance of past dis- 
turbances, and to unite all the citizens in one common cause. 
Upwards of t nf hundred persons had already perished,, 
acme by the Ii^ruls of justice, and others by the fury 
of the~ populace Many had absconded or concealed 

themselves 



(«) In tal che h ciuà tutto era sollevala per ti rumore, furono ugiiati a 
pgiai'idMB veoti fcnoM della (àinif Ibdd caBdinalf, ed dtnttaati di quella òdi • 
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CAAP. themselves under apprefai»kiÌòMé' of %ein^ chared with a 
participation of the critne.' Among the htttèr Wiitf Averardo 
Salviati, a near rdatilNq[t)f ti^e /(relibislipp of Pisa. Lorenzo 
being infimned that he ha^ secreted Himsdf in lus house, 
requested, by the mediation of a common friend, an in- 
terview with him, an J on his arrival received liim with such 
tokens of kindness and benevoieace as drew tears from all 
who were present {a). Salviati was iiot ungrateful ; a 
closer intimacy took place between them, and a few years 
afterwards Lorenxo p;ave onfc of his daughters in marriage 
to Giacopo Salviate liie licphcw of Averardo, whose cha- 
racter and accomplishiiientS metìted such an honour. The 
cardinal Raffinilo Riario ma Bberated at aoon as .the tu^ 
mult had tuhsided, and was sufiEscd tq return to Rome (^). 
To Rafidlo Maffin bt Vdtierra, the brpthqr of Antonio, 
one of the priests who had undertaken the tssassiaation of 
Lorenzo, a man distinguished by hi» uncommon- learning 
and indefatigable spirit of research, Lorenzo wrote a Latin 
letter, ftdl of kiodoess urbamty, which, on account of 

the 

-^r- i-: r . ■'.> -/l i.rii.: '-. : ■ / ' : 1 ' <■■ ■ •■ 
, i\ ": f v'l .y'f;i. ^ r- ' ■ ■ ■■' ' . ■ ■ 

Amv«teb1*0| e titi W folMtre del palagio dcTIa Signoria e quelle del podettà 
iatoao iodati circa mwmW» penooe, tptti conginrao^ cnok' aitii makoad 
4>lle ferite. Or>g. t dttttmi, della t^fA^h' Uié* M^, 

(«) Valeri lit Vila, f. Jj, 

(^) Whatever thare the cardinal bad in the conspiracy, he was bjr no 
ineiBiiawHihlififdlekwtydiathadlMeBslianilÙA. Jnaletttrtothepope 

fif tilt loth of June 1478, some days after he wus liberated, he expresses the 
(trongett sense of his obligations to the Florentines, and in particular to Lorenzo 
de'li^dio} lie ranuMtntes trith the pope iav>cmtietiiu<tttlieid|iislise«f 
tllb|ecting to ecclesiastical censures those persons to whom he is indebted fvfìm 
iraerrationt and declares his resolution not to leave Florence until the cenMBOe 
«f cxeoMMnvaicatktt iiroed Sixtus be annulled, v. Jff, Nt. XXV. 

% 
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the.ekgiiitt'of Its 4ictÌQi^'M«flo ecfooeoi^ CHAP, 
to the peo of Fditiafio («). £iren lihe .twiTon «f the 
FÉ12Ì iknttlf, 4^dioiig]k they bad at first been troted 
vith great «cverity, were, by the mterferciiee of LoKano» 
in a short time restored to their former honours. The only- 
public monument that remained of this transaction was the 
painting on the walls of the palace by Andrea dal Castagno, 
which was suffered to remain, long after the family of the 
Pazzi had been reinstated in their ancient rights and dignity. 

The generosity and mocfemtion of Lorenzo, ahhough '^oi'"^<'«>< 
they endeared him ttill more to his fellow-cttizens, had no 
effect upon the temper ai Sixtus, who no sooner heard of 
the miscarriage of his design, tlic death of the archbishop, 
and the restraint imposed upon the cardinal, than he gave a 
loose to his impetuosity, and poured out against Lorenio 
the bitterest invectives. In the first paroxisms of his anger, 
he directed that the proporty of the Medici and of all Flo- 
leotiQe ótizeas tbcA ii> Rooae «hooid be confiscate^, ané 
the flore&tinei thcnuKlTes impritooedj and had hq noc 
gotcrtaincd aMM?dienaioi» f tipact in g the fito pf thccardipal» 
it ia piobablft tha^ be woold ba^e treated tbem with itiU 
Hreater severity. To appease his wrath the lepubUc; dia* 
patched to Rome, Donato Acciajuoli, a- person no lessee? 
lebrated for his talents and his learning, than for the credit 
with which he had performed the most important em- 
bassies and fijled the highest oficea of the stale. This 

measure, 

{«) Mihiquocjuc quern Atitonll iupr.iJkta fratrls mei gravis cauja, suspec- 
fwn cokkn debucnc* Epiitotam luimaoiutit ac ofiBcU pienSssimom scripfic 
aàtaqtù «legaatM»» vteam&Poll^guu» Kriptam onnifM» pwawiiiv nU ilk 

pojtea jurnssct L^iucmli iui^tr.io dktiit.ui), qui pauc;>, ii qiumJo a curls cssct 
wmtt ia. hoc gcucre cetlcrct. Rafb. Ftl:, Ctm. Uri. 153. £4/, Lugd. tjja. 



Digitized by Gopgle 




2o8 

inearàre, far firom pacifying tht pòpe, «èmed to add -fresh 
Ibel I» liU anger. Imtead of -attendihg to tlie repreaem»^ 
tiflilSjof the ambaseador, he threatened to send him a« a pfi* 
foner to the castle of S. Angelo, and would ccrtaioly have 

ikecuted his purpose, had not the legates from Venice and 
from Milan interfered in his favour, and declared that 
they shouiU consider such a breach of the faith of nations, 
as an insult to themselves. The resentment of Sixtus then 
buret forth through another channel. He attacked the 
Floitndnes with his spiiitual weapons, and anadiematized 
not otily Lorenzo de''Medid, but the gonfidbntere and 
He cxcooimu. other tnagiscrates of tlie rq[>iiUic ' In the doeament which 
10 and thtan* Sixtua tsaiwd on tfalt oocarion, Lotenxo is empliaticall^ 
6tyled '* the child of iniquity and the nurseling of perdidoo.*' 
Alter bestowing similar epithets on the magistrates, Six- 
tus proceeds to relate the inanifold offences of Lorenzo 
against the holy see. Adverting to the gentleness and mo- 
deration of his own character, he then declares, that ac- 
cording to the example of our Saviour, he had long suf- 
fered in peace thè insults and the injuries of liis enemies, 
«od that he should stiU have'eontinued to exercise his for- 
beannce, had not Lorenzo de' Medici, with the magistrates 
of Horcnce^ and their abettors, dtscardbg the fear of 
Gòdi iflBàméd with fitry, and insdgaied by diabetica] sug- 
gestions, laid ^violent hands' on eccicdastical persons, prob 
iidor et ìnaudttum scelus ! hung up the archbishop, impri- 
soned the cardinal, and by various mean^ destroyed and 
«laughtcred their followers. He then solemnly excom- 
municates Lorenzo, the gonfaloniere, and other officers 
of the state, and their immediate successors ; declaring 
them to be incapable of receiving or trausinittiug property 
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by'Sbberìtanee <St wiU i and prohibiting their dcscendantéj C K A P.> 
frtfm enjoyiAg any eededaatical employment. By the same 

instrument he suspended the bishops and clergy of the Flo-, 
Tentine territories from the exercise of their spiritual func^, 
rions {a). 

Whatever might have been the effect of this denuncia- 
tion, if directed solely against the persons immediately con- ^è t^^' 
cemed in the transactions to which the pope referred, it 
appears, that in extending his censures to the digmtaries of 

the chuich who were not personally implicated in the im- 
ptttied guilt, Sixtus had exceeded his authority ; and the 
exasperated ecclesiastics, availing themselves of his impru- 
dence, retorted upon the pope the anathemas which he had 
poured out against them. The most eminent civilians of 
the time were consulted on liiis occasion, mauy of whom 
asserted the nullity of the prohibition. By the exertions of 
Gentile d* UrUtio» 'bishop of Arezzo, a cooToea^cm was 
summon^ in the church of the Reparata, and Fabnmi haw- 
pmibiced from the arcluTes of Florence, a document yet 
Umiaining in the hand-writing of Gentile, which purpittta 
to be the result of the deliberations which there took 
place (^). The professed tendency of this piece is to criminate 

the 



(«] Although this piece be of considerable length, I have thought proper 
to give St a place in tile Appendix. First* becanfc Siitu^ labouring under 
such imputations, ought to be allowed to relate his ovm story. Secondly, be- 
eatue this document will throw fiutJicr light on many of the facts beCore ad-, 
«ertied to; and lastly, btamt it-b «neof the mtt curaordinary specimen* of, 
IVtestlx voftuiee tint ev^r ht*?^. ^ conmoa Mine of mauk Ind. 

V. jff/i. A». XXV'I. 

{i) Fabroni conjectures that this convocation was not held) but tor thi& 
«pMAni ]k aMWM al^reawas, «ad odier historiaBt hate rttated it a$ a wcU- 
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CHAP, the pope at beiiig tbe chief instigacòr of the enofmltiet 
oommitted at Flovence, and to exculpate Loramo de* Medkl 
and the Floreniinee from the charge* which SSztus had 
Inought against them ; but this TÌodication would have lost 
nothing of its effect, if, in exposing the guilt of the pontiff^ 
it had consulted the dignity of those he had injured, and ex- 
hibited a more temperate and dispassionate refutation. How 
so unmodified and daring an attack can be reconciled to 
the catholic idea of the infallibility of the holy see, it is 
not easy to discover. If it be acknowledged that the 
bull of Sixtus had exceeded all the Umits of decorum, it 
must also be allowed that the reply o£ the synod is in this 
respect equally censurable; nor is it in the power of 
language to convey a nuxre copious torrent of abuse, than 
was poured out upon this occasion by die Florentine deigy, 
on the supreme dtrectm of the Roman church. 

&uni$atttmp(s Sixtus did not however relax from his purpose. Whilst 
fj^*^^*^ he brandished in one hand Ae spiritual weapon, which has 
^ impressed with terrof the proudest sovecngns of Europe-, in> 
the olhei he grasped a tempocal swocd, whidi he'now opà»-- 
ly, as he had before seòredy, aimed at the life of 'Loieiiió* 

At 



faunm dfcamatance. Samt imht maj peikapi fenaia wkieAer die docnoMOf» 

purporting tn bethc act of the synod, was in fact ndopted there; or whether it 
was merely proposed for the approbsition of the assemblj; though the prestunp- 
tKmfa bif«voQroft]i«fbiriiicr€FÌBioiii. For pndadBgadocaiiwataddkcMed 

in such contumelious terms to the head of the church, FabroQÌ thinks it 
necesnry to apologize: " Vcrercr reprehensionein prudeatun, ^uod taliai 
** ìnjiurìoat, saae 8ltto pontifici e^dntin* aid Mmilei miiBU cnct mAcM 
** omnia qux dicta et nc' x i ir.t." Fa^. in viti Lémr. v, li. f. 136. ^blfflSf 
I can ky UùspMGC before luy readers witiiolU a Hinilar precantioo* 
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At hk instigation the Hng of Naples dUpatched an en- cu api 
T07 to Floraiee to pfrvdl upoà the citizeiis to deliver ^' . 
iq> Lorenzo into the hands of Ida enenuea, or at least t0 

badib him from the Tuscan territories. The alternative 
denounced to them vf2s the immediate vengeance of botlft 
the king and the pope. These threats had not, however, 
the intended efiect, but on the contrary produced another 
instance of the attachment of the Florentines to Loren7,o. 
They not only refused to comply with the proposition of 
the king, but avowed their firm resolution to suffer every 
extremity, raAer than betrajr a man with whose safety 
and dignity those of the lepuUic were so nearly eoiinected«> 
They alao dBrected ^Hatìt chanceftor Bartdomeo Scala to- 
draw up an historical memorial of all the ptoceèding^ of 
the cons^ntcy {a) ; by which it clearly appeared, that 
throughotit the whole transaction the conspirators had acted 
irith the privity and assent of the pope (^). 

Lorenzo 



{a) V. Af'f . Na WVlll. Several eminent scholars a!»otetdfiedtiwirf«a^ 
dine» to trammit to poitcritj the memory of this muuactioo* Svta'Rielflv 
dwaiickatadmnrf «f dw&aiilf, dfimdidspaiMLaicoaooa tUiMc»- 
iko. «w Jft. Uè. ZXIX. 

(t) As to the atrocity of the crime, and the turpitude of the authors of it,, 
coatcmporary hiitorians are agned^ It is only iu our own dajs that aa at- 
tonpt iaM beea wait tenainfer the gtiilt frwnJci p erpe t ratoci» to diow who 
suffered by it. The Cempiracy nf tht Pazxi has afforded a subject for .1 tragedy 
to a celebrated living author, who, ia hit various dramatic works* has endea* 
Tomtd to accnctonl hi* eaantiTincn to bidder lentnnen^ sutd to remove the 
idea, that the genius of the Italian language is no: adapted to tbe purposes of 
trag^y. It most however be coofesaed, that in attcmpiing co render this 
trannetion rabwrvient to thè iatcrestt of fireedom, by his Cch^/m-a ^'flu»». 
he has iaUen greatly short of that effect which several of his other pieces pro* 
dace. The causes of this fiiilare are not difficult to discover. In sclectit^ 9, 
nlject for tragedy, the author may eitlnr derive hii nmtecMli 60111 bi$ aim, 
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CHAP. Lorenzo was now fully apprized of the danger of his* 
sitnation. It was svifficicntly evident that this powerful 
Dantereihto Icaguc was DOt formed against the Florentines, but against 
him individually; and that the CvUs of war might be 
avoided by a complianee with the requisition of the long. 
Under these ciixumatances, instead of sheltering himself 
in the afiecdons of his fisQow-^itizens, he boldly opposed 
hinuelf to the danger that thxeatened him, and rMolved 
ttther to fall with dignity, or to render his own cause 
that of the republic at large. He therefore called together 

about 



fancj, or he may choose some known historical tiansaction. The first of 
th tw Utile creatore of the poec» the second he can only avail himself of so far 
as acknowledged historical credence .iHows. In the one the imagination is 
predominant ) in the other, it ia subservient to the illustration of truths prc- 
vioasly nndmtood. «nd gtntniaf adoiitted. What then «hall «e think of ar 
dramatic performance In which the Pa/zi ate ihc champions of liberty? ia 
which tupentition is called in to the aid of truth, and Sixcus consecrates the 
holf ^^poM devoted to the draghter of the two brothen? in which the re- 
lations of all the parties arc conftninJcJ, and a tragic effect is attempted to be 
prodaced by a total dereliction of historical veracity, an auumpUon of false» 
hood for troth, «r vice Ibr Ttrtoe? In thb tragedy GoglieUnodc'Fixxi 
(there called Raimondi), who married Bianca the sister of Lorenzo, is the 
dùef of the conepirators, and failing in his attempt, executes vengeance on 
himself; but Machiavelli expressly informs vs, that **GvBehnode'Paaà,dÌ 
" Lorenzo cognato, ncHc case di quello, c per I* innocenza sua, c per 1' auta 
« di Dianca sua moglie, si salvò;" Hù:. lib, 8. Whereas Francesco the leader 
«f the assassins, and who ma not related to die Medici, died by a hahcr. tt 
we are surprised at so extraordinary a perversion of inciJcnt and character, 
we are not lest so in perusing the remarks with which the author has accom- 
paired his tragedy, in which he avows àn opinion, that Lorenno wonld be too 
insignificant even to be the object of a conspiracy, if he had not lent him a 
fictitious importance! It is to be hoped that the better inionnatian, or the 
riper judgment of this feeling author, will induce him to form a more just 
«Stipùtion of the character of a man, whose name is the chief honour of his 
country ; and to adopt the converse of the assertion with which he condndes^ 
his remarks on this tragedy, " che per nessuna cosa del mondo non vorrebbe 
M X' nv«r fatta.** Tntg, MCmtt KtunkA^ W. iv, FmU* Diét 178S. 
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about time huncbed of die principal dtSzieii% w&otn he crap. 
addressed in a striking and energietic harangue, at die close . 
of which he eamesdj besooght them, that as the pnbUc 
tranquillity coiild not be preserved by odier meansj nor a 
treaty effected with their enemies unless it was sealed with 
his blood, they would no longer hesitate to comply with 
the terms proposed, nor suffer their attention to the safety 
of an individual to bfing destruction upon the state. When 
Lorenzo had concluded, Giacopo de' Alcxandri, with the 
c«fticurrcucc vt every person present, declared it to be the 
ilnanimous xesotudon of die assembly to defend his life at 
die hazard of their own (a). 

All was now prepared for war, the approaching horrors 
of which were increased by the appearance of the plague 
at Florence. In this emergency, Lorenzo thought it ad- 
Tisablc to send his wife and children to Pistoia. " I now 
*• remove from you," said he to the citizens, " these ob- 
" jects of my aifection, whom I would, if neceseary, wUI- 
ingly devote for jour wdfiue; that whatever may be 
^ die itsiilt cf this contest, the resoitment of mj enemies* 
^ ^nay be «ìppeaaed with .my blood onl j.** 

Though tlie duke of Calabria and the count of Urbino cendnaof 
were esteemed the most formidable commanders of Italy, 
the Florentines could boast of a^ca of great eminence and 
experience in die mijitary art; but the> supreme command, 
was intrutt^d to £rcol<^ d* Este^. duke of Ferrara. . The 
^nemy were now approaching towards Florence, and marked 

their 



{•} Utf, Wit* Uk S. Am, «. IB. IS). /«Ir. m vHé, v, i. /. 87. 
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theif way with devaistatioQ.. After possessing themsetTea 
aeT«c?l smaller places, they at length besi^ipd Aivaùt 
but on the approach of the Florentine troops they pre- 

parcd for an eneat^cmcnt. Notwithstanding the inferiority 
of the latter in the reputation of their generals, and in tlic 
number of their soldiers, they possessed such advantages 
as it was supposed would, in case of a general engagement, 
have ensured their niceess. The citizens of Arezzo by a 
Tigcwmia defence liad 4anped the spirit q£ die F^tpal antl 
Neapolitan troop«t nfhQ ea^i^^ccd also a scarcity of pa^. 
vifioiis, and were very diaadi»n(aeoqiuly posted i but aftec 
the two annies bad rqpuded eadli, sonie time with 

mutual apprehensions, a truce was proposed by the duke 
of Urbino, which was acceded to by the duke of Ferrara, to 
the great dlssatiRfactinn of the Florentines, who conceived 
that their general had betrayed their cause. The two arm ies 
retired into their winter quartern ; and the I-lorentines 
found themselves incumbered witii great aiiJ increasing 
expence, without being fdleved from their fears {a). 

Lerciuo MfB. Hus $689011, bowevcF, afioided Lorenzo another oppor- 
tiauttefwc pgjg^ of trying tlie^ result of inrthcr. negodadon; but 
whilst he endeavoured on the one hand to reconcile Um- 
self to the pope, on the other hand, he made prepiiitldii to 

BJeet his enemie?, in case his negotiations should prove un- 
successful. From the connexion bctv7cen his family and 
that of Sforza, he had promised himself powerful support 
firoqi Milan, but th^ disagreement between the duchess and 
' Lodovico 



ifi Mtf, Ofi, Hi. ». 
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LoAavkó Sfenst» which Itrmiutod in die làtter aasuming C 
thft iiegencj doiìag the minority oiT the joung duke, in a 
grtitt degne diiAppoifltéd hit hòpcB. The Ycnetùma had sent 
Bernardo Benho, the father of die celebrated Pietro Bern* 
bo (a), as their ambassador to Florence, and professed them- 
selves inimical to the proceedings of the pope and die king» 
They did not Kowcver yet think proper to engage in the 
war; but with that species of policy by which they were 
jJways distingnis'ied, looked on for the purpose of taking 
advantage of any opportunity of aggrandizing themselves at 
the expence of their neighbours. In the course of the 
Winter^ .cbwsent envoys arrived at Florence from the em- 
peror and the kings of Fiance and Bohemia, who repeated 
to Lotenao their astotances of attachment and mippon^ at 
the same time advising him once more to attempt a recon- 
dliadon ynth the pope, under the sanction of dieir names 
and influence. A deputation consisting of several of the 
most respectable citizens of Florence was accordinglv sent 
to Rome; but Sixtus still remained inflexible, and paid 
ao niote regard to the recommendations of the European 
sovcreiguB, than he had before done to the intieaties and 
oemoQstraaces a£ 'Lorenzo himself 

In 



'fi>jÙlldlfeoecask»Bern&rdo«a<Vlc4«M|p^^ then oo])r obM 

vrrir? of ^^e. H? rein;iliiej there ubout two "years, and to circumstance 
bis historian, Ca^a, atuibutes ihc profù:ieocy he made in the: Iiaiian tongue, o£ 
wkkh'lK wm dmtined W be one of the brighte&c ohiaÉnestt. " Nec verop»> 
* tris cOQsiUum filli fefelik inii\i<.tri.t : sic cnim ercitatnin puerile Bcmb! \r\gc* 
*f aiam Fknmtis est* sic leneric pucri aures, animusque, puro ac dulci ilio 
**' StniHorm Mmioiie imbacai* ut jun inde a prim» idolcxcntia, mulu cum. 
" Lsuioe» turn veroTuace, a se script» ediderit, quihus nihil honuimiii wuiblll» 
** poUtins* nihil omoino ekgantitts aat suavius accidere possit." 

Jik Càm hi <aM-F» MtmSt, ti Of. Céi»v, Mi» firn, ^sSw 

3 



2-l6 

CHAP. la order to testify to the king of France the sense 
which they entertained of his interposition, the Florentines 

DMvZxo dispatched Donato Acciajuoli as their ambassador to Paris. 

jmHwX. Shortly after his departure, inteUigenocwia* MceWed *t 
1 lorcnce of his death, wliicli;happc£ned A Milam at he to: 
pursuing his journey. This 'cucttmstance' waa à subject 
of the dncereat grief to the Florentbeai -who wdl knew 
how-to appreciate the virtues of their fUfow^tstizttis, and 
omitted no opportunity of inciting the patriotism of the. 
living, by the honours they ÌKStowcd on the memory of 
the dead. A sumptuous funeral was decreed to his re- 
mains ; Lorenzo de' Medici and three other eminent citi- 
zens were appointed curators of his children, who were de- 
clared to be exempt from the payment erf taxes, and the 
daughters liad considerable portjoiisesBÌgnedthciki from- the: 
public treasury {/i). ■ . 

Besides the duke of Ferran, the Florentiiies had, du^ 
ring the couite of the iiniiter, pfevjuled lipon several othee 
experienced commande»» amongst whom were Roberto 
Malatesta, Constantino Sforza, and Rodolfo Gonzaga, to 
espouse their cause. The states of Venice also at length 
sent a reinforcement under the command of Carlo Mon- 
tone and Deifebo d' Anguillari ; by these powerful suc- 
cours the Florentines found themselves enabled to take the 
field in the ensuing spring with great expectations of suc- 
cess. Emboldened by thjis support they determined to carry 
on a warittC merely dcfenaive. Their troops were ^vided 



(«) Jisftf lit, y. iti. /. It6k 
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bto two bodies, one of whidi tvat dcttined to make an chap. 

tznq>tion into the territmiet «f tlie pope, and the other to 
oppose the duke of Calabria. At the approadk of Mon- 
tone, who intended to attack Perugia, the troops of the 
pope made a precipitate retreat ; but the unexpected death 
of that commander relieved them in some degree from 
their fears, and they at lengtli ventured to oppose the fur- 
ther progress of the Florentines. The two ariuics met 
near the lake of Perugia, the andent Thmymenna, ren- 
dered .reinaricahle by die defeat which the Romana expe- 
xienoed there firom the arma of Hannibal. Struck with the 
ttrntUarity of diar situation, a aentiment of terror pervaded 
the papal troops, who were soon repulsed, and obliged to 
^mt the field with considerable loss, whilst the successful 
army proceeded to invest Penigia. The other division of 
the Florentine troops was not equally successful. The mer- 
cenary views of the differeut commanders, who preferred 
plunder to victory, defeated the hopes which the Floren- 
tines had justly formed of their success. A disagreement 
took place among the leaders, in consequesoe of which the 
duke of Ferrara, with hia own immediate fdloweia, vedred 
from the service of the rqpubttc. Availing himsdf of this 
oiqwrtttnity, the duke of Calabria made an instantaneoua 
attack upon the Florratines, who having lost all confidence 
in their commanders, pusillanimously deserted their stand- 
ards, and consulted their safety by a shameful flight. The 
consternation occasioned at Florence by this disaster is 
scarcely to be described, as it was supposed that the duke 
of Calabria would immediately proceed to the attack of the 
city ; and this distress was heightened by the ravages of 
the plague, and by impending Amine. Happily, however, 
VOL. I. > X the 
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CHAP, the tppniuadBOB of tke FloKntines on tlus decasioii woe 
not wholly realized. Instead of proceedli^ towaid» Flft» 
Koce» the duke rather chose to employ himself in pliin^ 
dcring the surrounding country. The capture of the town 
of Colle, which made an obstinate resistance, and of some 
adjacent places of less importance, engaged his attention 
till the detachment that had been sent to the attack of Pe- 
rugia, having suddenly raised the siege, returned towards 
Florence, and alleviated the Icars of the citizens. An un- 
expected propoùtion made by the duke ùS Galabm for a 
trace of dune mondu, was cheazfuUy assented to by the 
Florentines, who thus onoe more olitained a temporary 
relief firom a state of anxiety and a profusion of cxpence, 
which were become equally insv^poft^le («)« 

But although by this cessation of hoetilities the tran- 
quillity of the city was for a time restored, the situation of 
Lorenzo de' Medici was in the highest degree critical and 
ahit rning. He had witnessed the terrors of the populace 
on the approach of the Neapolitan army, and although 
he had great confidence in the affection of the citizens, 
yet as the war wu avowedly waged against him as an Ìndi* 
▼idual, and might at any dme be concluded by delivering 
him up to bis enenues, he knew enoogh of human nature 
to be convinced that be had just grounds to dread the event. 
The xinng discontems and murmurs of the people increased 
bis suspicion ; even the truce was unfavourable to him, as 
it gave tlie Florentines an . o pp ee la n ity of estimating the 

injuries 
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ìnjiirìes they had siuumed by the war, which, like wouads CHAP, 
le^ived by an individual in the ardour of action, were 
not fully felt till the heat of the contest had subsided [a). 
Complaints began to be heard that the pii'i'ic tre:\sure was 
exhausted, and the commerce of the city ruined, whilst the 
citizens were burdened wiili oppressive taxes. Insinuations 
of a more personal nature were noi axways suppi c>.,ed; and 
Lorenzo had the mordficadoa of bang toU, ihai sufficient 
blood had beoi afaceadj shed, and that it would be expe> 
.^nt for him xather to devise some means of efl&cting a 
peace than of making fiirther preparations for the war {h). 
Under these circumstances, Lorenzo resolved lo adopt some 
measure which should effectually close the contest, although 
with the hazard of his life. In deliberating on the mode 
of accomplishing his purpose, his genius supf^ested to him 
one of those bold expedients, which only great minds can 
conceive and execute. He resolved secretly to quit the 
city ù( FkHrence, to proceed immediately to Naples, and 
to place liimself in the hands of Ferdinand, his avowed 
enemy, detcrnuned either to convince him of the injustice 
anil impoUcy of his conduct, and thereby induce him to 
agree to a separate peace, or to devote himself to the prò» 
scrvation of his country. 

In the commencement of the month of December Hùkmrtoiiit 
1479, Lorenzo accordingly left the city, without having ^Jj^** 
communicated his Intentions to Ins, Ielknff<iti2eii6y'' ànd 
proceeded to San Mmiato, a towii in |he |IpmitiEfie s^^ 

J, . ; I; . ;' i T ..... , • ..II ibi.; -: ì-j ytiTfi.!:^': ■ii-l .WfeffMHP 



(«) Mhc. Hhu M. 8. ( Fair, in vitS Lour, v. t. /. 109k 
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CHAP, whence he addraased a letter to the magistrates of Floreiùe, 
which places the motives his oooduct in a very clear 
point of inew {a). 

Lorensso di Medici to the States of Florence, 

If I did not explwn to you, before I left Florence, the 

" cause of my departure, it was not from want of respect, 
" but because I thought, that in the dangerous circum- 
*' stances in which otir city is placed, it was more ncccs<iary 
" to act than to deliberate. It seems to mc tliat peace is be- 
^* come indispensable to us ; and as all other means of ob- 
*' taining it have proved ineffectual, I have rather chosen to 
■** incur some degree of danger myself, than to suffer the 
" city to continue longer under its present difficulties ; I 
dierefore mean, with your permisuon, to proceed directly 
to Naples ; concaving that as I am the person chiefiy 
•* aimed at by our enemies, I may, by delivering myself 
^ into their hands, perhaps be die ineans of restoring 
*• peace to my fellow-citirens. Of these two things, one 
** must be taken for granted ; either the king of Naplc?, as 
** he has often asserted, and as some have believed, is 
" friendly to the Florentine state, and aims, even by these 
•* hostile proceedings, rather to render us a service, than to 

" deprive 



(«} It Ù ummàut niirprtaing that this letter, lo eipUcitly stating the pvr> 
poie of Lorenzo, thonld Iiave escaped die atteatioii of Fabmni ; who Iiai, 
'however, favoured us with the oration of Lorenzo to Ferdinand, on ki^ :irrivul 
«t Naples, the authority of which may perhaps be doubted; as well as th.it of 
Lorenzo to the magistrates of llorcncc before his departure for Naples, attri- 
buted to him by Ammirato, hi. v, Bi. 143. The efforts of imagination 
shriul/l r.r' ' c substituted for the doci'mrrt-: rf history. This ktter it pilb> 
li^hcd m the Lttttn M Primifi, -v. i, /. 3. td. fm. 1 j8i. 
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" deprive us of our liberties; or he wishes to eficct the CHAP. 
** ruin of the republic If he be favourably disposed towards 
** UB, there is no better method of putting hb intention to 
** the test, than hf placing mysdf freelj in his hands, and 
'* this I ^1 venture to say is the only mode of obtaining 
" an honot^ble peace. If, on the other hand, the views of 
*' the king extend to the subversion of our liberties, we 
" shall at least be speedily apprized of his intentions ; and 
" this knowledge will be more cheaply obtained by the 
** ruin ot one, than of all, I am contented to take upon 
" myself tills riscjue, because, as I am the person princi- 
" pally sought after, I shall be a better test of the king's 
intentions ; it being possible that my destruction is all 
that is aimed at ; and again, as I have had more honour 
** and consideratìon amongst you than my merits could 
daim, and perhaps more than have in our days been be- 
stowed on any private citizen, I conceive myself moffc 
pordcularly bound than any otìier person to promote the 
•* interest of my country, even with the sacrifice of my life. 
" With this full intention I now go ; and perhaps it may be 
*' the will of God, that as this war was begun in the blood' 
" of my brother, and of myself, it may now by my means 
' ** be concluded. AH that I desire is, that my life and my 
•* death, my prosperity and my misfortunes, may C0ntri- 
** bute towards the welfare of my native phice. Siould 
** the result be answerable to my wishes, I shall rejdce in 
** having obtained peace to my country, and security to my- 
" self. Should it prove otherwise, my misfortunes will 
** be alleviated by the idea that they were requisite for my 
country's welfare j for if our adversaries aim only at my 

w destructioo^' 
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CHAP. " destruciioii, I shall be in their power j and if their view& 
eztieiMl further, they wilt tihen be fiiUy understood. Ilk 
*• the latter caie, I doubt not that all my (ellow-citizent will 
« unite in defisnding their liberties to the laat extrematy, 
and 1 tcutt with the same success as, by the ferout of 
*' God, our ancestors have heretofore done. These are the 
*' sentiments with which I shall proceed ; entreating hea- 
** vcn that I may be enabled on this occasion to perform 
** what every citizen ought at all times to be ready to do 
** for his country, from San Mimaio^ the "jtb December 

" H79 (4" 

The depaiture of Lorenzo upon so novd and so dan- 
gerous an expedition* occasioned various opinions and con- 
jectures at ilotence. Those who were finendly to the Me- 
dici, or who were interested in tàe personal wdfare of Lo- 
renzo, could not regard this measure without great anxiety. 
Even those who entertained the highest opinion of his pru- 
dence, were inclined to consider liis conduct in this instance 
as rash and inconsiderate, and as having resulted rather from 
the impulse of the monent, than from that mature delibera- 
tion which generally preceded his determinations {p). They 
remembered the iate of Giacopo Kccinini, who widi more 
daims on the £ivour of Ferdinand than Lorenzo could 

pretend 



{a) Valori informs tint trim the lener of Lorenio mu iccited in the 
senate, not one «f tfet tMenUf wold itTiala Ama teucu ** Lictera ncHate 

*' snni in Scnarn, atsensu vario, ita tamen, nt nemo n Inchryrnis temperaret. 
" Movebat onuies tanti viri dcsidcrium, qui pro saiutc patriae uuiiis sui* lalxi» 
* nbiif« aut pericnlis pareeret*** #W. ik viU Lmr* /. ji* 
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pretend Ikadi oa n'vìùt to him af Naples^ in Eolation of chap. 
«II die kwt of hooottr and bospttalicy, been thrown into 
a dungeon^ and soon afterwards lecretly murdered («)• 
Those who entcftained better hape», founded them on a 

conjecture that Lorenzo had previously obtained an as- 
surance from Ferdinand of a welcome reception, and a safe 
return, which astiurance was supposed to be sanctioned by 
the other states of Italy. In proportion as his friends were 
alarmed at the dangers that threatened him, those who 
feared, or who envied the authority which he had obtained 
in Florence» rgoiced in the probalnlity of hia dcaknietion» 
and by afiecting on all occasiona to txpnu thehr appxdben- 
4Ì0I1S of his nnn, and of a consequent change of govern- 
ment in Florence, endeavoured as far as in their power to 
pr^axe die way for those events {à}. 

From San Miniato, Lorenzo went to Ksa, where he Hentaiiuic 
received from the magistrates oi tiorence their unlimited 
authority to enter into such conditions with the king as lie 

might 



(«) Ficcwini was one of the roost emlaent Cuuimitri of his lune, and hf 
bUvdoor had acqotredtheabsolate tortrciKnty of several towiuio baty» aak 
rased Iiimtclf to such consideration as to obtain in marriage Drustana, one 
of t)ie dangbters of the great Francesco Sforza duke of Milan. Sooa after his 
be «a* iavhed by Ferdmudi mribo bad some secret casce of eomi^ 
against him, to pass a short time at Naples, vrhither he went, accompanied 
by his new bride, and fell an easy viflim to the treachery of Ferdinand ; who, 
not b«iiig able lo aikdf^c any plausible reason for this atrocious aci, cn* 
de^Tourcd to propagate a report that Piccinini had broken his neck by a fait 
Croin the wiadnw of (h« pUce of Un ficnfiaitmBt* «. MrX. Jkm <■. iit 
/>• 495- 

{b) Mac, Ijt, lit. 8. 
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CHAP, might think adviaable {a). Thence he emhaiked fbr Ka^ 
plet; aad on hi» arrival there was surprised, but certainly 

not displeased, to find that the king had information of his 
apprcMcb, and had directed the commanders of his gallics 
to receive him with due honour. This token of respect 
wr": mnfirmed by the presence of tlic king's son Federigo, 
aaid his grandson Ferdinand, who met Lorenzo on his land- 
ing, and conducted him to the presence of the king [ò]. 
The Neapolitans testified their eagerness to see a man who 
had been die object of such c(mtention, and whose charac- 
ter and accCMnpliahments were the subject of general admi- 
ration. On Ms interrkw with Ferdinand, Lorenzo onut- 
ted nothing that was likely to condliate his esteem, and 
attach him to his cause. Fully acquainted with the poli- 
tical state of Italy, and with the temper and intentions of 
its different potentates, he demonstrated to Ferdinand the 
impolicy of separating the interests of the Neapolitans from 
those of the Florentines. He reminded him of the dan- 
gers vdiidi the kingdom of Nqtles had repeatedly experi- 
enced from the pretensions of the holy see, and dience 
adverted to the inipnidence of contributing to the aggran- 
dizement of the papal power. Nor was he silent on 
that flagrant breach of divine and human laws, which had 
deprived him of a brother, and endangered his own life ; 

from 



(«} Thc^ ioctnctions sent by the magistracy of Flofenee to Lorcnio on 
this oeeiioa were drawn up by Bartolomeo ikala, tJte Amodlor of tbe i«« 
poUiei tnuismittcd them to Lorenzo, Mcompwiitd hf a private letter, 
strongly expressire of his anxiety for the MCCeu of hit patron in thii dviW 

gcrous expedition. <y. yf/^. AT*. XXX. 

{i) t^aUri in vii* Lmr, f. 34. 
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from which he Jusrly inferred, that the perpetrators of such CHAP, 
a crime could be bouiul by no engagements but such as suit- ^^^^ 
ed their own interest or ambition. To representations tlius 
forcibly urged, it w<is impossible that the king could be in- 
attentive $ and dtboagh he did not imniedutely comply witb 
the wishes of Lorenzo» yet he gave lum hopes of eventual' 
success, sand treated Mm mdi every disdnction due to hi» 
character, expressing his approbation of him itf the wùrds 
Ctaudtan^ ** vidi prasmiia famam (tf)." 

During the abode of Lorenzo at Niplcs, which was Lorentocon. 
protracted by the cautious hesitation of tiie king, he ren- wrtu^be'i^ 
dered his liberality, his taste, and his urbanity, subservient to 
die promotion of his political views, and was' ckrefnl that 
die eaepectadoos formed of him by the jpopiilace should not 
be disappointed, ifis wealth and his miiiuficenoe seenfied 
to be equally boundless, and were displayed, amon^ òdiet 
instances; in a^mrtioning out in marriage, young women 
of the lower rank, who resorted to Naples firom Calabria 
and Appulla to share his bounty [b). The pleasures which 
he experienced from thus gratifying his natural disposition 
were however counterbalanced by the anxiety of his solitary 
moments, when the difficulties which he had to encoimtec 
pressed upon lus nund'irith a woght almost ineaiadble (^). 
The disposition of FcnKnand was severe and niuelendngi 

from 



(.j) /W. m lilla Laur, f. 34.. (h) Fai. in vila, p. 35. 

t 

(0 Addcbaat,qui se in die omnibus hilarcm, gratuniquc prtbcbat, cundera 
in noete, qoati dau penonat Kcrcret, tecum ad miscrationem usque lameataH 
■olituin, nunc soam ^ricn, nitne patriz vicem dolere. #W* m nntit /• 56. 
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CH AP, from an appeal to his feelings fftifiswis to be txptexnif 
his detemuQation eould eoAy be influenced by motives of 
"^^^ policy, or of interest The conquests of his son Alfonz» 
had rendered him less favourable to the views of Lorenn % 
and it was particularly unfortunate, that whilst the nego» 
tàation was depending, Alfonso broke the stipulated truce, 
Vld gained advantages over the Florentine troops. The 
pope had also received intelligence of the arrival of Lo- 
renzo at Naples, and exerted all his intere^ with Ferdi- 
nand to prevail upon him either to detain Lorenzo there, 
or to send biok to Rome, on pretence pf accommodating 
lib difieienee with the holy see, and cffecttng a general 
peace» Notwithstanding these iin&vourable eàicumMances» 
Lorenzo did not iel4x \A the ptusuit of his object,, nor 
exhibit in public the least appearance of dejcctìon» He- 
had already obtained the contidenee of Caraffa, count of 
• Metalonica, the minister of Ferdinand, and made daily 

progress in the affectiona of the king himself, who was 
at length induced seriously to weigh his propositions, 
and to consider the advantages that might result to him- 
self and bis family^ by attaching to his iaterests a man of 
such talent» and influence, now in the prime of fife, and 
daily rising in the puhUc esànation* Led by these eonsfr* • 
delations, and by the unwearied assiduities of Lofcnzo,. he 
at length gave way ts hie solidtalabnsi and having once 
adopted a decided opinion, became as warmly devoted to 
liOrenzo, as he before had been inimical to him. The con- 
didooS' of the treaty wore accordingly agreed on [a] ; and 

Lorenzo» 



(«) These conditioru were, that the .pariie« should mutaally atmix. each 
«ttwr ia tbe defence of tlwir domJaiaos, That the placet vhicji h«d beta 
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Lorenzo, who had arrived at Naples not merely an unpro- 
tected stranger, but an open enemy, left that place at the 
«od of tluee montlit» in tlie character of an ally and a 
Inoid. 

Having thus accomplished his purpose, he instantly 
embarked for Pisa, notwithstanding the entreaties of 
Ferdinand, wlio wished to prolong liis stay. His apo- 
lo^ to the king for this apparent want of respect, was 
the desire that he had to communicate to his fdlow-dti- 
zens, as ^eediiy as possible, the happy result of his expe> 
didon ; but the excuses of Lorenzo were urged with a le- 
vitf and jocukdcy wliidi he judged most likely to con- 
ceal his real motives, and to prevent the suspicions of Fer- 
dinand. Shortly before hb 'departure the king {nresented 
to him a beautiful horse, and Lorenzo returned his 
thanks by observing, T'hai the messenger of joyful news 
ought to he %vcll mounted. He had liowever more ui^ent 
reasons for lus haste; every moment that delayed his re- 
turn gave encouragement to his enemies, and endangered 
lus authority at Florence; but above aU, he was appre- 
hensive that the repeated remonsttances ,of .the pope 
might induce the Idng to waver in his resolution, or 
to change his opinion. The event proved that his di»» 
trust was not unfounded; Lorenzo had no sooner sail- 
ed from Naples, than a messenger arrived there from 

Rome, 



taken from the Florcatinet should be restored at^ the discretion the king. 
That the survivor* of the Pazzi family should be liberated fi-om the tower of 
Volterra ; and thittbe dake of Calabria should receive a certaia sum of mo- 
ÒCf to Atitvi the eiycucea of his return. Amm. lit. v. iii. /. 14$. 
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CHAP. Rome, mih such propontions to the Idng, oo the part 
of the pope, as would tn all probability not only ha^e de- 
feated the treaty^ but have led the way to the nun of Lo* 

xenzo dc' Medici. Such was the effect which this com- 
munication had on the mind of the king, that he dis- 
patched a letter to Lorenzo, entreating him, in the most 
pressing language, that at whatever place he might re- 
ceive it, he would immediately return to Naples, where the 
ambassador of Sixtus w;\s ready to accede to the articles 
of pacification. Having once escaped from the jaws of 
the lion, Lorenzo did not think proper a second time to 
confide in his clemency ; and his deternunation was pro- 
bably confirmed by the tenor of the letter from Ferdinand, 
which discovers such an extreme degree of ansdety for 
the accomplishment of Ids purpose, as seems scarcely con- 
sisteiit with an open and generous intention {a). 

After touching at Leghorn, Lorenzo returned to 
Pisa, where the event of his embassy being known, he 
was received wtUt the utmost demonstrations of joy. 
Thenoe he hastened to Florence, where die exultation of 
the populace was unbounded. Secured £rom the storm that 
had so loi^ threatened to burst upon their heads, and re- 
stored to tranquillity by the magnammity of a nngle citi^ 
zen, they set no limits to tlieir applause. Ail ranfcs of people 
surrounded and congratulated Lorenzo on his return. His 
faithful associate Politiano, having straggled in vain to 
approach his patron, expressed his affection in a few ex- 
tempore sunzas, in which is given a lively picture of 

this 
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this intcrc«;tinp' <:cene ; where Lorenzo is represented as CHAP, 
towering above iiis ieilow-citizens, by his superior stature, ^^^s 
Aod ezpresripg his tense of their kindoess hj all the means 
in hiè ^power,. hj hi» smiles,' his. nods^ his voice, and hii 
hands. (9)^.::. • . ^ . ♦ 

The reconcination which had thus been efiècted be- wnupme. 
tween the king of Naples and tlie republic of Florenccj JIST*"** 
was a cause of vexation not only to the pope, but to the 
Venetians, who expressed great dissatisfaction that a mea- 
sure of such importance should have been adopted without 
their previous concurrence. In order to excuse to the pope 
the step which he had talwn, Ferdinand alledg^d his apjwe- 
henaions from the Turks,, who had long threatened a de- 
scent 



(m) 4dttmrmUmtMi£tiift 

"'O'ego qnam copio r«diàrìs'cbiitUi|g;ere deitriùti* 

'* I^aurrati ! et beto (licere Ictus, ave ! 1 
. , r" ;Mincna «c4.deiuain capipat yix-atna yplgu*,, ' 

*' Tota aalmantum vocibiu aids lìrevit. 
"Undique purpurei Mèdicem pia turba senatW 
. ** Stac circunt}. conctii celcior ipse pater. 
*' Quid factam ì aeeedam ^— neqveo vetat Invida^tnilMi 

" Alloquar at pavido torpct in ore sónus. 
" Aspiciam licct hoc, toto aam Vertice supra «it, 

** Non omiw oficiiun, torba* molesta, nega*. 
" Aspice mblìlBi qonm vertice iundit hononoi 

" Sidereo quantum spargit ab ore jubar. 

Qux reducis facies, l»i» quam latus amicis 1 

" Rccpoodet sutu, luminc, voeCt nam. 
** Nil agfaatts : ctipio solitam de more salntem: 

** Dkera* et officìam pcrsoluitse meum. 
" Ite imi Tcmut.MedidqiiK Iwc-dieite nostro». 

** Angdos lioe mittlc FoUtiaiiDi, ave." 

iW. in Of, af^ Md. 
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CHAP, scent upon Italy. SlxtU3 did hot however relinquish the 
. prosecution of ìm favourite object, the destructìon of 

Lorenzo de* Medici, in which he was constantly incited to 
persevere, hj hit nephew Girokmo Rtario, wliose hatred 
ta Lorenzo was unalterable. To no purpose did the Flo- 
rentines dispatch a new embassy to Rome to deprecate the 
wrath, and entreat the clemency of the pope. Riario began 
to make preparations for renewing the war ; and at his in- 
stance the duke of Calabria, instead of witlidrawlng his 
troops from Tuscany, remained at Sienna ; where he con- 
tinued to exercise great authority, and to fill with appre- 
henàons the surrounding country. But while the affairs 
of Ilorence lenuuned in this state of suspense, a more go* 
nersl alarm took place, and speedily accomplished what 
die intercessions and humiliation of die Florentines might 
have £uled of e&etiag. Mahomet II. the conqueror of 
Constantinople, was yet Uviog» and meditated further vic' 
tories. In turning his arms westward, he first attacked the 
island of Rliodes ; but being delayed and irritated by a 
vigorous defence, he determined to retrieve his military 
credit by making a descent upon Italy, where he captured 
the important city of Otranto, and threatened the whole 
extent of tlut country with devastation and slavery. 

I 

neittmordw This alarming incident roused the adjacent sutes of 
'Turiu apM ^ defence. So opportunely did it take place for 

the safety of Lorenzo^ that it has g^ven rise to an opini«m 
that he incited and encouraged it («). But if Mahomet had 

in 



(c) JOimu, /. 15. de bello Etmic». CamUkit ftrtim la Congitii» de* Baroli 
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is iaotviif invitato Qp<m tUfOecaMOn, k WW CHAP. 

bably from the Veaetìini, -who were strongly suspected of j^^^^ 
Iwving favoured his purpose ; and this suspicion was after- 
wards strengthened by the reluctance which they shewed 
to unite' with the other states of Italy in expelling the 
Turks from Otranto [a). Compelled to attend to the de- 
fence of his own country, the duke of Calabria suddenly 
withdrew his troops from Sienna, and the pope of his own 
modoa jg^e die nweiìtìnes to imderetand, that, on a pro* 
per «ubmisùon, lie thould now listen to terma of reconci- 
liadon* Twelve of the most reqiecuble citizen» were nacccenchidni 
sent to Rome, as a deputation in the nsme of the le* ^nAiiMpopc» 
public ; but although the pope expressed his desire that 
Lorenio should be of the number, he wisely judged that 
such a measure would neither be consistent with his ho- 
nour nor his safety. Francesco Sodcrini, bishop of Vol- 
terra, made the oration to the pope ; who in his reply once 
more gave way to his anger, and, in very severe language, 
reproached the Florentines with their disobedience to the 
holy see. Having vented his rage, he recdved thdr suh- 

mission : 



di Napoli conerò il Re Ferdinando I. tt Jmnnantm ap. Fabroainm. v. u. /. at6. 
9. tim SvManfJi Ttmuìt i» ^ Tw» SifiHu^ f. J77. 

(«) *• Sotpcttanmo ! Napolitaalt'* nyi Mmatori, ** che Maomecto* o pure 

"'il suo Bassa Achillei", fLL.sc stato itipssO ;i qucita iinprcia i!;u Vcnezr.mi, per 
" l'odio grande che portavano al Re Ferdinando." ìiurat. Ami. v. \x. f. 535. 
Tbat Feidtnand did net suppose Lorenzo had «117 sfa«re in instigattng Mallo* 
met to thr. cntcrprizc, is evident from his s-.ibsequent letters to him, -.cvcr i! of 
wbicb yet remain. Fabroni has also preserved a letter from Lorenzo de' Me- 
dici to Albino, whoattoided cbe duke of Calabria oo his ezpeditioD to Otranto^ 
in which he ciprcsses hii itning aversion to the Cant Turchi, as he denominates • 
tbe invaderli and bis extreme md perhaps coorti j soiicitode ibr the success • 
«ad persoittl aafitr of tike ilnke. «* J^* XXXII. 

3- 
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CHAP. nuMoii; «od in miMer tema leeoodled them t6 tlie 

IV 

' church ; at Ac same time tondui^ ^eir backs with a 
wand, according to the uaoat .oezemoaj, and releaniig th« 
city from his intenticL 
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CHAP. V. 



The establishment of peace was a blessing which Loren- studìetofu* 
zo felt in common with the rest of his fellow-citizens; but '^^^ 
to him it waa peculiarly grateful, as it left him at liberty 
to attend to the prosecutioii of those 8tu(iies in which he 
had always foimd his most unemhittmd pleainuvi, and the 
•west allòriatioa of lis caies. ** When my mind is dia- 
f* tmbed with the tomnlto of puhlic husiness»** says he, 
wridng to Ficino, " and my eass ate stunned with die 
** clamours of tinbulenc citizens, liow would it be possi- 
** ble for me to support such contention unless I found a 
" relaxation in science ?*' Nor was it to any particular 
study, in exclusion of all others, that he addicted himself 
during his hours of leisure, although poetry had in his 

G G a younger 
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CHAP, younger yetn a decided preference. "So vigorous and 
^g^^ ** yet so various was his genius," says Pico of Mirandola, 
** that he seemed equally formed for every pxirsuit ; but 
** that which principally excites my wonder is, that when 
** he is deeply engaged in the affairs of the republic, his 
" conversation and his thovgfata sbotdd be turned to 
** subjects of fitdpore as if he weife-petikHiiiiler of hi* 
« time (a)." £«tetttnur not lionrever insendUc^ that, 
amidst his seiidaaaiij impórtantaifoéatiomi the indi%ènee 
of a poetical taste might be considered as indkotidg a levity 
of diq)ontioa inconsi<;tent with his characterT " There 
** are some," says he (^), " who may perhaps accuse me 
of having dissipated my time in writing and comment- 
** ing upon amorous subjects, particularly in the midst of 
** my numerous and unavoidabfe occupations ; to this accu- 
" sation I have to reply, that I might indeed be justly con- 
<^ demned if nature had endowed mankind with the power 
** of performing, at all times, those things wUch are mott 
** truly esdmable ; but inasmudi as dds power has beta 
** conceded only to few, and to these few the opportunity 
** of eaterdsing it cannot often occur in the course of life, ' 
*' it seems to me, that conndering our imperfect nature, 
** those occupations may be esteemed the best in which 
" there is the least to reprove. — If the reasons I have be- 
•* fore given," he afterwards adds, " be thought insuffi- 
cient for my exculpation, I have only to confide in the 
compassioÀ of my readeis. Persecuted as I have been 

fiom 



Yn. 1498. 

[b\ Cmmntt ii Lmmn i*/r« tJcum di isti t*attti, Ed, JJdt 1554* 
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" from my youth, Rome indulgence may perhaps be allowed" C 
** me for having soiipht consolation in these pursuits." In 
the sequel of his commentary he has thought it necessary to 
touch more fully on the peculiarity of his situation. " It 
•* was my intention," says he, " in my exposition of 
** this sonnet (a), to have related the penecntiona vridch Ì 

have undeig^oe; but an apprehensUm that I may be 
" thought anogant and OBÌeotatm^ mdiieea me to pm 
** alightly over them^ la relating our own tfanaic^na 
** it is not indeed easy to avoid these imputations. When 

the navigator informs us of the perili which his ship haa 
** escaped, he means rather to give us an idea of his own 
" exertions and prudence, than of the obligations which 
** he owes to l/is jmkhÌ fornme, and perhaps enhances the 
*' danger beyond the fact, in order to increase our admira- 
** tion. In the same manner phyùciana frequently re- 
" present diè «tate of thdr patient as more dang^rons 
" than it is in jnei^ty, ao that if he hi^^iea to dic^ Éhe 

canee may be tappoKÙ to be in the disord^, and not in 
^ their want oif doH, and if he recover, the greater is 

die merit of the cure. I shaH therefore only say, that 
** my sufferings have been very severe, the autliors of 
** them having been men of great authority and talents, 
** and folly determined to accomplish, by every means iu 

their power, my total ruin. Whilst i, on the other hand, 
" having nothing to oppose to dtese formMablè enemies, 
" hat yonih and inexperienci^ saving indeed tfae asdstaade 
** which I derived from £vine goodness, was reduced to 
« mch an estieme of misfortune, that I had at the same 



{»l « St traili altri t*tfir tk' utn di^t,**^. 



CHAP. *5 time to labour under the excommunicatioii of my soul," 
" and the dispcrsioQ oi my property, to contend with en- 
^ dcavoors to divest me of my authority ia the state, aad 
^ to innodnee diacosd iitto xaj' òmìly. And ^rith fineqncuA 
attempti to deprive me my life, iasomHch that V 
* should have thought «leath itadf a' much less evil thaa- 
^ thoK with which I had to combat. In this unfortunate 
" situation it is suoely not to be wondered at, if. I eod^a* 
" voured to alleviate my anxiety by turning to more agree- 
" able subjects of meditation, and in celebrating the charms 
of my mistress sought a temporary refuge from my caies." 



Riwor Mtn ' In taking a retrospect of the state of letters in Italy, 
^^^^ it it impowible not to be ttmdc with the great «upeiv 
ority which that couatry potMMed over the rest; of Europe» 
** To the Commedia of Dante, the aonncia of Petcazca, 
<• and the Decamenme of Boccaccio,, three- little books 
written for the puiposcs of satire, of gallantry, and of 
" feminine amusement, we are to trace the origin of 
" learning and true taste in modern times {*/)." Whether 
Dante was Stimulated to his singular work by the success 
of ius immediate predecessors, the proven^al poets, or 
by the example of the ancient Roman authon^ has been 
doubted. The latter opinion seems however to be the 
more probable. In his Inienio he had apparently the de- 
scent of Eneas in view. " Virgil is the guide of Dante 
«( duoi^h these regions of horror {6y* In the rest o£ his 



(a) JnJrts, DdP Origim fngn$H*tUU$mtttiA^ ^Imtnlmit v. i. /. 339. 
{à) Laadino coiutdered Dzatt as a dose unltator of Virgil. ** Nonxie è 
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|K)efii iSiete !• littk itMiBliUiiee tó any uttBce^^ CHAP, 
tioo. Compared with the Maédf it is a piece of grand ^' - 
GotUc arcbitectoie at die <ide of abeiiitifU lUman tcnpl^ 
Daiate was immediatdy •ncoeeded by Boccacrio and by 
IPitaaxcàt not as imiutors, but at ori(|^iial8 in the diSexeot 
branches to which their talents led them. Though they 
followed Dante, they did not employ themselves in culti- 
vating the ground which he had broken up, but chose each 
for hnnfdf a new and an untried held, and reaped a har- 
vest not less abundant. 1 he merits of these writers have 
been frequently recoguizeU and appreciated, but perhaps 
hf no one yiìéi more aecniraiBy than by Lamzo lumadf. 
In attempting tó flhew the impotUnee and dignity of the 
Italian' tùùgi»^ ht yutày remarks» that the fM/Sk of iti 
caECeOentle are tò be sought for in the writings of the three 
authors before mentioned ; who," says he, " have fully 
" shewn with what facility this language may be adapted 
" to the expression of every senti mcnt." He then pro- 
eeeds as follows {a): If we look into the Commedia of , 
■ ' ' ■ < : "Dante, 



* WMtrlf '^JÀikBlt 'lAnm MBn'^QCtriafe iiiinsi*. g»tit>faÌÉtiiB tme ùt i ali 

" habemas T qui ejus itincris quo munduni omactn ab ìmn taxurìi ad nprer^ 

** qno^sttòmimB lioailnis-tkMiÀnb pcrquireà^'n^ iqo^Ébtllliijladó wfieam 
" incida imitandam proponit ; ut ciun pasca omn'mi) inde eicerperc TÌdeatur, 
** nunquam tanien si diligynthu iospictemiu ab ea disccdat." IW. Ditftì. 
Cawo/. lA, 4. B4. i;o8. Evea the fimn «f Ui IraO «ad hit purgatorj, die 

first of which rcscmblcJ the cavity of an inverted cone, the other T bè ^ Mtw iOf 
of aft erect QnCf may perbap^. be traced to tbe Allowing passage: 'i 11; !i.,j[ 




*^)- Ctab £ Itnmto t»fra demi if ml mMi ^. JU. 15S4. 
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C H A P. Dante, wc fhall find dieoliog^ and natural ^bjceu 
treated with tiie giiefteit *«ftae and addresA. We .4udl 

" there discover those three species of composition so 
" highly commended in oratory, the simple, the middle 
style, atid the sublime; and shall fmd In perfection, in 
** this single autJior, those ext^cUeiiCkcà which are dispersed 
^ amongst the aucient Greek and Roman writers. Who 
^ can deny lilut tlie «ul^Cttt of love lus beea .dreated 
^ by Petraica iMth ibbrt isolMiiteBcy and deg9tticie;4i?n by 
**:09ridf GatttUiis, Tibulliny .F^pa^us,: cr any other of 
^ die Latitk:pòiet8 Ì The^plroae cQPBpositions of the leaipcd 
? and eloquent Boodaecio may be considered as unrivalled, 
** not only on accoimt of the invention which they dis» 
** play, but for the copiousness and elegance of the style, 
f* If 'on pursuing the Dccamcrone we attend to the diver- 
•* sity of the subjects, , sometimes serious or tragical, at 
" others conversant with common life, and at othrs humor- 
V onsor'tidkttloóg} e^Uting all die pertuihatkoia injU 
*f dent to manldnd, of afiection and avenion, of hope 
^ and. of hui if We coiuider the great variety of éut 
" oanaliw, and the niToition of ckcunutancef which dia- 
" play all die pecuUaritiea of our nature, and all the efiècta 
** of our passions, we may undoubtedly be allowed to detei^ 
** mine, that no hn<7i!n(^c h better adapted to the puipoaet 
of expression than our own*" 

ftiioMiq wi But although the career of these first reformers of 
Itaibn litentnxe was vrondeifuUy rapid, the disciples they 
formed were few» and of those none nnuntained the repu- 
tadon of diòr masten. Petrarca died in 1374» and Boc- 
caodo in the year following* The clouds that had been 

' awhile 
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awhile dispersed by the lustre of their abilities, again col- CHAP, 
lected, and involved the world in their gloom. A full ^* 
centuiy elapeed mthout producing any literaiy work that 
can be linked with the compositions <^ those great men [a). 
.The attempt of Piero de' Medici, in the year 1441» to 
create a ^Hnt of poetiod emnlation .in Florence, while it 
aerres as a pioof of his munificence, sufficiently indicates 
the low degree of estimation in which this study was then 
held, and the insignificance of its professors. If philo- 
sophy in the fourteenth century went poor and naked, in 
the next she had changed her destiny with her sister 
poetry {ó). The state of prose composition was equally 
wretdhcd. No lender the yehide of elegant or learned 
sentiment, the Italian knguage was consigned over to the 
use «f the Tolgar, connqpced by neg^ect» and debased by 
the nuxture provindal dialects. It was only on the 
moft common occasions, or in the freedom of epistolary 
intercourse, that men of learning condescended to employ 
their native tongue ; and even then, it appears to have been 
considered as inadequate to the purpose, and the assistance 
of the Latin language was often resorted to, and inter- 
mixed with it, in order to render it intelligible {c). 

The 



(c) The MoJi» of Giusto da Conti, a Roman ci^lian by proiÌHMOR, 
bot a poet by inclination, who wrote in cbe htgtumg of the fifteenth ceotnrjr» 
maj perhap« be exempted from this geaecal eeiifliire. It conaktt flf a tcife* of 
MOMti in ante of die autkoc'i ipittress, some of iK'liic'li n]4y cOfltCfid in pome 
of elepnce «nth those of Petrarca, on the model of which tlicy are prcifcsfcdlf 
written- " ficndic par," says Tiraboschi, not without rca»oo, ** vi abbia 
M nohodi «enmoc di IngaMo.'* timitéAlM. ii./. 146. 

(0 Some authors, who have taken too general and indistinct a view of this 
subject, would induce us to believe, that a continual improvement in Italian 

▼OIm !• B B 
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CHAP. The only symptoms of imprcnremait winch liad jp* 
^' p^ared in Italy, «t the time that Lorenzo4e* Medici fint 

lu^morh begui to di^nguidi himself by lus wntings, «re to be 

Immr*^ found in the productions of Burchidlo, or in those of fhe 
three brothers of the family of Pulci, to some of which ^ 

BaidiUb. have before adverted. Burchiello, who flourished about 
the middle of the fifteenth century, and who exennsed in 
Florence a profession, in which, as he informs us, 

27v muses vj'ith the raztir Vftrf at itr^fe (a)," 

has left a great number of sonnets, which exhibit no in- 
considerable 



litcraiure took place from the time of Petrarca, till it arrived at iu summit in 
the sixteenth century \ and have had influence enough to establish this as • 
popuJur opinion ; bu' to say nocbiog of the cvrHcncc of t lie best Italian critics, 
bjwhom this «inguiar degradation of their language is iuliy aticucd, it is yet 
capable of being aseeft:daed by an appeal to ftcti* If diariteof literatore bad 
been gradual during this period, some tncmorials of it must have remuned; 
but from the death of Petrarca to the time of Lorenzo de* Medici, Italy dirf 
not pradaee a sbgk speckneii of Aie boaMod inprovcneat t iwUltt m die 
other hand, innumeiabic instances remain, both in verse and prose, of the 
barbarous and degraded stjie then in use. Even the celebritjr of Cosmo itf 
Metfdi the great patron of lettcn, never -gave tiw ter » paaegTck óiUa 
live tongue that has any preten^ons to the approbation of the present tÌQIt^ 
akhoDgh there yet remain among the nunoscripts of the Laureatian library, 
iMnunerabk pkcn m bis praise, of wUcb the tmtt aowiets jpmk in the Ap- 
peiidis (No. XXXIII.) are a fair, and perhaps w91 bc U l um; b t ain0hieanp»- 
dmen. Voltaire indeed informs us, "that there was an nuinfernipted sticces* 
** sion of Italian poets, who are all known to postcritj ; that Fuici ,wroce 

after Petrarca ; that Bojaido succeeded Pulci ; whilst in the fieitilityTof b» 
" imagination, Ariosto surpsswd them all." Eiim lur In m^ewi, ti-. t>, li. 

163. Pulci, it is true, is the next author of popular estimation that &!• 
towed Pètrana, but tbe period bwwtn ibaarto pw cla aiy the ^Mla qaattiaB* 
The Mtrganti was not written till upwards of a century after the' death cf Pe- 
trarca. The errors into which many writers on this-nityect have fallen, have 
been oocaaloMd'by a'WBMof diwu'ii uii ia t WB b e w p mb diepi'QIivaiflf 'IhBbb 
and of ri .1 i r d literature ; a dbdactioa «bkh I ibatt kcnsAcr ksve oaeaaioii 
to deveiope more at large. 

(«) ** L* Pmtitt tmAatit nl rMtit,** Boftcii* 
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coiiòlderable share of wit and vivacity, and occa.sionally 
display a felicity of expression, that might have done ho- 
•nour to better Mibjeots tluui dioie which generally employed 
his pen; but k Is to be n^jietled thet the exccltende» of 
theee pieces eve too often lost in their òbscuxity, and that 
although we may at dmes peicave Uie vivid sallies of ima* 
gination, it is oolj as we see coruscations from a cloud 
night, which leave us a^n in total daricness. This ob- 
scurity has been the cause of great regret to his admirers, 
several of whom have undertaken to comment upon and 
illustrate his works. Crescimbeni is of opinion, that these 
extravagant productions were intended to satirise the ab- 
surdities of his poetical contemporaries, and the folly of 
£ttàr admiffcrsi hut-satiie too obscute^tohe generally jan« 
dersteod is sot likely to eSect a lefomation (<7). 




The Pulci were df a noUe &aii1y of Florence, but Tilt tUice brOto 

thcnoT 
PnkL 



seem to have declined any partidpation in the offices of 



the repuUic, for the purpose of devoting themselves to 
their favourite studies. That a close intimacy subsisted be> 
iween them and the Medici, is apparent from inany of the 
works of these brothers, some of which arc inscrilied to 
their great patrous, and others entirely devoted to their 

praise. 



(«} The sonnet!! of Burchiello were tereral times printed in the fifteenth 
ceatur7„ generally without dau. The eadiett edition u suppoted to be that of 
Sdogin» 1475* ^ feOowriiig ceotBf y dicy were eonuocntcd hf Anton 
Francesco Don!, and published at Venice, 1553 ; but the commentator «^tnnJ* 
ao lets in need of an interpreter than the author. This edition is inscribed by 
ilkt tàtut ta dM c^lefcnttedjntiiu Tbttomi» mi RmusbcUI* nod is printed 
1||^-FntDccia»l&Bairiiqh.i&.a liBffiitar but not inel^nk qrpe« Beiidet Ma 

UH S 
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praise. The earliest prodilcUon «f any of ùtaSif k 
pzobibly the degy by Bernardo, to the memory of Goemo 
de* Medici, wldch he has addressed to Lorenzo. To hk 
iHSivM, elegy on the death of the beautifid Simonecta, i«e have 
before asa^ed its proper date. He afterwards translated 
the Eclogues of Virgil, which he also inscribed to Lorenzo 
de* Medici [a). Bernardo is likewise the author of a 
poem on the passion of Christ, which is by no means de- 
void of poetical merit. It is preceded by a dedication to a 
pious nun, from which it appears, that the good sister had 
not only prescribed this subject to the poet, but that by 
her pressing instances he had been induced to oompkat die 

worl^ 



aoDseUt Bordello it also die aodior of A isriiemftinwrnM^ in trkkh lie bw 
attempted to imitate tbe manner of Dante. The objecu of hU animadrersian 
are the practitioners of what are called the liberal professioiis in FlorencCt 
amongst whom tlie phjruciaot have tìmr full share of ridicule. Of this poem» 
which has not been printed, a copy is preserved in the Gaddt library, now in- 
corporated with that of the great doke of Florence. (BamJ. Cm. W. v. Plmt. 
xliv. teJ, 30 ) Another transcript, of the fifteenth century, is in my posses- 
lion I from which I shall give a short extract in th: Appendix, whence the 
reader may be further enabled to judge of the sr.irc of I»^!i:in !i?rrnM;re tmine* 
diately previous to tlic time ot Lorenzo de' Medici. Afp. Ne. XXXI V. 

(tf) This was the first attempt to tnuulau the Eclogues of Virgil into the 
ttaltan kngoage. Fmhu the dedieatiM of time piecee, k h not difficult to 



.■1-, 



,1.1 



determine that they were traiislateJ about the yc;tr J470, .is the 
Tcrts to the recent death of Piero de' Medici, and at tbc »«mc time mentions 
his translation as having been commenced in die year preceding his address 
to Lorenzo ; that they arc not to be referred to a much later period, is evi- 
dent firasa his congratolatiog Lorean> on his iawwledge of the JUuin (ongoe, 
wUck he asserti is far beyond Ins years. These trandadòns wcr first pub* 
lished in I481, and again at Florence in 1494- Tiraboschi is mistaken in 
supposing that the Edogoes of Bernardo, and his version of the Bocoiks, are 
diffcreoll werla. {jStmim éiHt tit. IttL «. ▼!. /erf* ii. f. 1 74.) In bodk these 
editions, the works of Bernardo are united with those of other writers, 
althongh ia the. latter lOBie addhiotal pieces are indaded* The tide of 
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work, which he affirms had cost him many a tear (a). In CHAP, 
the Laurentian librwy some other poems of this author are ^^^^ 
yet preserved, that have not bi&erto been published [ò]. 

Of Luca Pulci, whose verses on the tournament cS Lo- iw»Wei. 
renro have before been noticed, we have two otlier poems.. 
The first of these, intitled // Cirino Calvaneo, is an epic ro- 
mance, and was probably the first that appeared in Italy ; it 
being certainly produced some years prior to the Margantc 
of Luigi Pulci, and to the Orlando Innamorato of Bojardo, 
two ]»ece$ which have geneially been conildered aa the- 
fint exwDQi^es of diis ^ecies of poetry, hi lelatiag the 
mrs between the Christians and the Infidels, the author 
teems to liave prq>ared the way for the more cdebrated 

works • 



lUt ed&ion U aslbUows: sveobicn iLftMHTistiiiAiitiiTB coMrotrk m. 

bfrnaroo fuicf FicRENTivo. IT tJA THANcrrco ne Atfrtrpt sf>!E*e jt 

DA HIEaONYMO B£MI>1*:NI ttO&SttTIMO £T OA JACOFO FIOKIMO DE BONINSEGKI 

•INESE. At the close we read— /"/«t*» tmoUfnmttn Aealktt ffrm dtett «m mm 

ilegia Jells wcrr? Ji C^nma. Et un altra tìtgià JtUa morti JtUa di-va Shncneta. Et 
im slira tligia di nua^a ^giunta. Imfrttit ia Firem* ftr maittr» Antonio MiS* 

CMiuxt Aimo xcGCCtxxxsiiii mA xviii MmmJtpiUe. 

(<) Tbi$ poem wa» pnbHthed u Horawc firWmKt, Rm aat ttt, £i 3 Nmm- 

hrii, wma 1490, in 4C0. {Hajfm. Bibl. Iiai. f.g^,) But I concede ihui thecdi» 
tioo alio priated at Florence whhoDt nou of che year, or aamc of Utc priaur, 
«ad ImTmg at die cine onlj die mark Fbmrim hafnuawif i» of «sriier date. 
Tbe lady to whom it U inscribed is Juiudem dt' Tomai nel mimuttrio dt/Ie murate^ 
who was probably sister of the author's wife, as It appears that he married a 
Udy of the family of Tanini, who, as well as her husband, was dLstiaguishcd 
by her calciits £n poeti'y* 

{i) From these I ihall gtve two cottaets addbrcssed to Lorenzo de' Medief , 

which n-r fnllowcd by thirty-CTf^ht others, nil on the cxhnnstlcss subject of Inve. 
At what tune they were written is nncertain, but from their being addressed to 
Loceaio, ^ inay coDjectnie that he thea of aiiaoir ag*» befim 
heJiadt^treaioawipeciineBiofhUempatticaltitetta. ift^XZXV. 
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CHAP, works on the same subject wliich soon afterwards follow- 
ed [n). This poem was left unfinishfd by the author, but 
at the Instance of Lorenzo de' Medici, wasj after the dcjaih 
of Luca, compleated bj Bernardo GiambtiUari {ò). The 

Driadn 



(«) 7/ CJrjfbCSAiwMif wd his eompantoii UPruer» Awtdutt, the heroes of 
the poem, are the illicit offspring of two unfortunate ladies, who, being ab;in- 
doned bj their lovers arc indebted to the shepherd L*e«ri for thsir prtsntnu 
rion. A* dkB joaxg men i*P» dìspbf didr «oongp i[|,pai!niiiif 
wild heists, and their generosity in giving .way the old shepherd's cattle and 
effects i in consequence of which he bre^iks hi» heart. Aùutiiu^ thcimother of 
II Grifbf «hcn inJbniii llute «T the a^tity ofthetr ort|^ md af^d&nùt 
she has herself suffered t in consequence of which her soft piously swears co ac- 
complish the death of his hxhett which vow he accordingly fulfils. Repenting 
'of Us crime, he hààteà* to Rome, obtauAsChmtian^iMism and ttte rehilsslon 
of his sins. In che mean time II Povero Avveduto is carried off by C^donifi)» 
• ptmcc of Maneillcst '^^''^n stood in f.-ar neither of God nor his saiati» 
** Egli harebbc rubaca quella nave 
** I>oveCIirlctoh8*BPSeri«Biieiiia}ittot 

• f ciser stato su» le chiave 
*' Toltej e poi l'oro e l'ai^genco fonduto } 
** B pfcio Id terra l'anget che disee •?€• 

Menato a fusu, e ne' ferri tenuto» 
** E «pogfiato Gioscppe teccUaretto» 
Ma col baston prima teouo !! «anfeBo.* 

After many adventures. Il Povero Avveduto goes to the as&isunce of Te- 
baldo, saltan of Egypt, wbo^vas besieged by Luigi, Idagof Fkaaee. The ciDlB« 
batancs on each side arc particularly described. A battle takes place, after 
which II Povero is made a cavalier by the sultan, fior whose particular amuse- 
mentbe tiht with hit newfydiscovered brother lionetto. Such istheheteit>> 
f^rneoii; mixture which composes this poem ; the invention of which is not 
however to be wholly attributed to Luca. In the Caddi library is a MS. aate- 
lior to ih émt tff tsofmuu ntMed, bjr Baodiai, *■ lUir ptu^spnàmitf* 
{Cm, Sii'. Ldur. voLw, Pluj. xliv. t»d. 30.) From «'hich it sufficiently ap- 
pears, that, in this iaatance. Luca is only an imitator. It is to be r^Kttcd 
thit Ut judgment did not lead Urn to idect a batter OMtdel. 

(^) It was printed with the continuation of Giambullari at Florence, in 
■ns) ladlMdpntablj bees printed bdbNi as kit dedicated toIrfHtim 
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M0Ìt9 mart it « pMUml rommce ih «^tafw fte* chap. 
jmfl i» dediatteil by tbc untbor cp Lokozo de* Medici, for ^« 
■^hoie pwrticialiar .aimiiwtmgnr hie pxo&aiea to hareinittai 
it (n). The heroic epUtles of Luca Pulci do^ credit to dieir 
author. These epistles are eighteen in number, and ifp 
composed in terza rima. The first is from Lucrctia to 
Lauro ; that is, from the accomplished Lucrctia Donati to 
Lorenzo de' Medici. The others arc founded on difFcr.ent 
in^ideitts in th^ i^cient Greek and Roman hl»tpry.(A)» . 

Luigi Pulci, the ypungest of .tke^e brothers, WM bòni oifc wiH MH» 
die tiiird day of December 1431» aiid.a^e«|s froin many ^ 
circumstances, to bate K^ed ob terms of the t|tineet .fiióid» 

«hip with Xorenzo de' Medici, who in one of his poems 

•mentions him with great freedom and jocularity (r). The 
principal work of this author is the Mor^anU m^ggiorr, a 

poem 



Utdkip di* pandioa of Lorenio the Magnificent, who died in the yev 15 19. 
It thm coOMtsaf fiw books, of which the first only is the work of Pukk 
The Ciriffo Calvaneo was reprinted with the Giostra of Lorenzo, and other 
works of Loca* by the G«m/> tt FJoreacc, 14 1.57a, but the continoation hf 
GnmlMilbri ■ dM(« oniitied. 

(«) Primed at Fbreaee tn 1479. {btSmn-BMkp. Itttrut, X*. 3411.) I 
^tfm seen wo other ancient editions of this poem,. without date ; at the close of 
one of which we read Finite il DriaJti ptr Luca Pulci ad Pttitisne di sir Pitro Pa- 
tini. Haym erroneously attributes this poem to Luigi Pulci» and I conceive 
lieiiabemiitalemiiiddqKaBeditbiiflP r^SjK ,JqM,/MJ^/,9i. 

f 4 ) Thcae epiitlet kave been tefcnd time*- printed, "nmboaeb! reftn to- 

,iri ctHrif'nof 1481, and I have mn '.v';h three others; thefir'^', '"^pKnc m Fi- 
rttou ftr ttr Frsamc* BauKtrsi a ftr Antnd» di Fmtttto Vtnthttno mW gun 
MceectxzxTiii, «4 zxtni éi Èiirak, tbe aèeoad at fkireiice b 1513, aad 

{e) In his poem oa hawking, ÌatìlWlfoÌ«9fi(^<IP'-^4ifc*Mb fin^pnbliibfld 

3 
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CHAP, jjoem wlùcii iias given rise to various opinions and conjec- 

tures, a» to its tendencf ind ttt mefiti.' ' "Wlicthw tliis 

poeui) or tlie Orhndo Inbamoiato of the' cbiiiit B<^àrdo Wài 
first written, has been i matter of doubt ; ccituii it is» tksit 
in pubfidtdoa ihe Merlarti had the prunity, hsTuig^heen 
printed at Venice in i4S'8, :ifter a Florentine edition of 
uncertain date, whilst the Orlando Innamorato did not 
qipear till the year 1496 (tf). Accordingly the Morgante 
is generally regarded as the prototype of the Orlando Fu- 
rioso of Ariosto. It has been said that Ficino and Polt- 
tiano had each a shai e in the corapositiou of this work, but 
the poetry of Politiano is of a very different character, and 
there is no instance on record that Ficino ever attempted 
poeti<^ compoaiidon {$)• The «ime of .credit^i^ 



(«) Ic if evident from the following lines at the concluuon of tlie poem - 
ef Bcjaido, ihat it was not fiaidwd «Acd the Fmidi made «a irraftioD into 
Jtalfi la tbe jear 1494 : 

*' Mentre ch'io canto. Ahimè Dio redentore* 
" Veggio Pitain tutu a fiaramn c a liioeo 
" Per questi Galli, che con gran furore 
'" Vengon per rovinar non so che luoco." 

(f) Lìmemo Pitocco (Tt^ FJu^J b V* extnmgant and fieatbu 
poem of (MmdKaib lidieokc the Idea jhì Palkiaa« hd^ the anthor ti iha 

« Pditlanlb «indiò, eh* ahamcole 
" C mtò del gnu» gigante dai bauda* 
" £t 2 Lni^ Puki cuo diente 
** L'hmMTjdìè eenia acritto fi mó^ 
" Por dopo d penti ; ma chi li pente 
** Fo'l làiM» pena f acqaa nel nwctajoi* 
** Sh a non da par cotesto vero 
80 bcDf chi fredde troppo, ha del liggero." 

Orlimébm, Ctf. i. Md^Fm, 1550. 
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!s due to the opinion, thnt Luiel Pulci was accustomed CHAP* 
to recite hie poem at tlie table of Lorenzo de' Medici, about 
the year 1450 [a) ; for it must be remembered that Lorenzo 
de* Medici was only born ia 144S. it may f uriiier be oh-r 
«enred, that although the Mcngante was wcittétt at iiht paiv 
tiaiHnr xtqnest.of Lucfetia, the nodier of Leteiuce, it was 
not finished till i^er her deiidi, which did not happen 
idn the year 1481 (^). Thu tihgular ofiàprìog of the wajm 
ward genius of Pulci has been as immoderately commended 
by its admirers, as it has been unreasonably degraded and 
condemned by its opponents ; and whilst some have not 
scrupled to give it the precedence, in point of poetical merit, 
to the productions of Ariosto and of Tasso, others have de- 
cried it as vulvar, absurd, and profane ; and the censures of 
the church have bccu promulgcd in confirmation of the lat- 
ter part of the sentence {c). From the solemnity and devo> 

tion 



(«) Dr. Awemj** Uitterj tf ALuu, v. iv. /. 14. For thu die Icaraed aad ia- 
gfxSem ««tbor liw cited the amboritj of CracinbeDi» («wH U. part B. /. «73. 

Ed. Ftv. J 730,) who infnrnis us, as is probably the truth, that Pulci was aecus- 
tomcd to recite his poem in the manner of ancient rhapsodistsi at the table of 
LortOKodfe'lledid, but «bei nor fix tbU event It aajptutietilvperio^^ 
lie after.v.irJi informs us, that Litigi flourished about the ytST 1450. 
Mer^éun, M^. Cant. xzviiL Sta*, Ed, ($46. 
(r) Folengiy however, ranks tlie poemi of Puld M canonical, iridi duMe of 

Bojardo, Ariosto, Francesco Ciccn, and himself; aod ftcdf COndqMW thoie of 

«he ocber (oauncet to the £<uoes, w apocrrphaU 

TnbisOD<li« Ancfoia, Spa^^a, e Bovo» 
" Con 1' altro resto al foco sian donate { 
** Apocrife son tutte ; e le riprovo 
•* Come lumighe d'ogni ventate.' 
*' Bojardot l'AriostOi Pulce, e'I Cicco, 
** Antenticati «oao» ed io con seco." 

VOL. I. II 
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CHAP, tiim ivitb which ever^ canto is iatxodncedt Bome have 
judged thitt the author meant to give a sedoiia nancatiTe $ 
but die improbability of the rdation, and the burlesque 

nature of the incidents, destroy all ideas of this kind. 
•By others, this author has been accused of a total want of 
elegance in his expressions, and of harmony in hh verse ; 
biit this work yet ranks as classical in Italian literature, and, 
if it be not poetry of the highest relish, has a flavour that 
is yd perceptible (a]. 

HMBofindefc The aonoeta <£ Luigi Pulci, panted with those of 
JMatteo Franco, hare the same c^nridous character as lus 
oliier wrltmgs, and bear a resemblance to diose of his pre- 
decessor Burchiello. Franco, the poetic correspondent of 
Pulci, was ,1 canon of Florence, and was by no means infe- 
rior to him in pungency and humour. It is to be regretted 
that these authors so far exceeded at times the bounds of 
civility and decorum, that it is scarcely possible to suggest aa 

cxpres^on 



(«) A very judicious French critfc tM gi¥ca the ftllowiag jiut and accii* 

r.tte ch^^racter of" this work : " Cest un poeme cn Rime octave, de 2» chants* 
«' d'ua gout originali. L'autear i'j est mis au dcssus des regies, non pas de des^. 
Kteiii,eainiiie Vincent Gtmvina lui a&itl'baniiearde lkcra&c,iitalipai«eqa*3 
" les a enti£rcTner.t ignorce;,. Feri en repos dn jugemcnt dès critiques, il' a 
" confondu Ics ILeux ct les terns, ailié ie comique aux scricux, fait mounr buf- 
«* lesquement de la mmim dhini cuerc nana «n talte^ le géant «oahéroHCt 
cela dcs le 20 Vìvtc, cn sorte qu'i! nVn est pltis parie dans lirs huit sulvan». 
** JLa naiveté de sa narration a couvert tous ces ddauts. Les amateur» de la 
** éMn Vlanat&ie font eacore mJjom^Mt kar* étUet» la tectmt de 
" Morgante, sur tout quand its cn pcuvcnt rcnrontrcr un cicmplaire de l'cdi» 
•* tion de Venice 1546 oa 1550, accompagnée dcs explications de j«aa Pulci 
** nevesdePtntaar.**' JWL AlaMtwKjt. Vi9ailtityigm.éttttmv, v. iv./. jo. 
I most hovrevcr add, that these explimrlnn- amount to nothing aorethOL* 
f^auisj of a very few word*» placed at the exul of each cauto. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



expicsnon of reproach and reteotment which is not to be c 
ibitod in their writings. Hie family name of Pulci f Mi» J 
«fibrds an ample subject for the sadrical powers of Fran- 
CO (a). His person is a theme equally fertile. Famine, 
says his antagonist, was as naturally depicted in bis coun- 
tenance as if it had been tbe work of Giotto [6). He had 
made an eight days truce with death, which was on the 
point of expiring, when he would be swept away to 
Giudccca (the lowest pit of Dante), where his brother Luca 
was gone beiore to prepare him a place {c). Luigi supports 
this opprohrious contest by tdling his adversary that he 
was mvlEed at his birth widi the dgn of the halter, instead 
of that of the cross, and by athousand oilier impotations, 
of which decency forbids a repedtion (i/). We are however 
tnfomed the editor of die ancient option of these poems, 

tliat 



^) A che .credi chio pea«i« p ch'io Mocchi 
Tuti de*Pti]ei le {tcncne stolte ì 
Perchè de' Pulci hai sol tre cose toltCU 
Leggereua» colore, e piccini occh^ 
MR^aometooc Ojjpde'ndoe^i, te» 

(^) E già la fame in fronte tà naturale 
Porti disiata, e pare opta di Ciotta. 

9m,ttvtu» 

{t) Tesato lui eon h morte. 

Otto & trìegua \ hor che sofferto ha troppo, 
Coa k falce ficaaja yìcd di galoppa* 
Tn tt* ndrai a pie topfo, 

A trovar I.uc.-i tao, ladro di zecca. 
Che per te serba ua faiogo alla Ipdecca* 

(W) *tn aaieeiii ed iegne del c^mito, 
CoMM InVnmcfai ai dkt deUa enee. 

tm SR. 

Ila 
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c H A F. that although for Uie amuiement of d»«r itiden» thcto 

authors so lavisbly abused and satirized each other, the]r 

continued ia reality inttmitte friends («) } and this infonoa^ 
tion is rendeied highly probable, by their haTing ecjuallj 
shared the hcroor of Lorenzo de' Medici, whose authori^ 
would have suppressed the first indications of real dissension. 
The freedoms in which they indulged themselves called how- 
ever for the interference of the inquisition, and a prohibition 
was issued against the further circulation of this work (^}- 
But although- the productions at the betore-mentiooed 

autfaofi 



(•) Et benché M. Matteo & Luigi in questi loro sonetti dimonsirino esser 
imcOBiiiìdPtmóMIf •hnsnì'Btedl-iDaaeondweimeri^ Ma 

per dare piacere & Jitectare altn, alcuna voltasi mordevano ft wìflaM{g||jklV> 

no in tal modo come &e proprio stati fujsono nimici CLipiLili. 

(^) I have before me an edition of thcK poems, witbont noU of date or 
place, but apparently printed ahoot die ckne of die fifteendi cenciny, wad in- 

lltl^^ «« tOatTTI DI MI^SlRE MATTHIO FRANCO KT DI LUIGI FULf I JOfOSI ET 

** FActTt cloi DA aisKa,s." Many of these sonnets are addressed to Lorenzo 
de' Medici, for whoie favour die md fott% seem to have canteaded, by en- 
deavouring to surpass each other In eccentricity and scurrility. A new edition 
tvas publidwd in the year 1759, by the marchese Filippo de' Rossi, who in- 
forms us. that they vrere three times printed in the fifteenth eeatury 1 to vrbieh 
he adds, " II S. S. tribunale dell* inqaisiaionc gli fulminò una giustissima proi- 
** bigione, che avendone sempre meritamente ivpcdiia la ristampa, ha tal* 
** mente resi rari questi sonetti, che da ogn* uno oramm n cercano ianraao*" If 
mf readers be curious to know the style of these formidahle compOfilions, 
which excited the vigilance of the holy tribunal, they aaay lakt as • tpecSmen 
the following sonetto of Luigi Pulci : 

MICI roLci A vm »»• amico aaa aiBsasi 

Costoff che fan si gran disptitazione 
Dell' anima, oad' ell' entri, 0 ond' ell' esca, 
O come Uaocdoldstia adi» pcflca» . 
Hanno itodiato in sa n' «1 fraa mtUoBa. 
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nuthnrs display some share of vivacity and imaginationf CHAP. 
• and exhibit at times a natural and easy vein of poetry i yet ^* 
upon the whole they are strongly tinctured with the rusti- 

dty of tiie age in wliich'thejr wefie piediiced;' 

■ • • • ' ■ • • I 

Tliat Itocenzo de* Medidi had begun to exercise his ta* ^>''y p'^^^- 
lents for poetry at a very early age, there remains decisiTe 
proof. Wc have before adverted to his interview with 
Federigo of Naples, at Pì^ia, 5n the year 1465. On this oc- 
. casion he was requested by tliat prince, to point out to hini 
such pieces of Italian poetry as were most deserving of his 
attention. Lorenzo willingly complied with his request ; 
and shortly afterwards s^xted a, small vidume» at die 
dose of which he added some c£ his own sonnets and 
canaoai» addresnng then, to Federigo in a ièw prefittoty 

lines, 



Ariatotite allcgnnu, e Pbtone, 

E TOgllou ch' dia ia pace rcqniesca 
Fnu(UODÌ« e canti, e faacoti uuitooci^ ; 
Che t' empie il capo Jì coufuslone. 

L* Aiùiua è sol come si fede cspret&a 

O nna carbonata in un pan fcKO. 
£ ciii crede altro ha il fodero in bucato, , 
E q|M* chaffer l' un «eaio hanno praonoio 

Cpaghcnp di succiole in increate. 

Mi dice un che V è stato 
ìUiè'étn Tìca, e pii m pa&tomr?* 
Cbc.apfMBa con la scala si poò andarvi. 

Costor crcdoa trovarvi 
£* IwccMkUt c fii artdlu pdaiii 
B'bm via dolci» e letti «piumacdati, 

£ vanao drìeto a' Fnti. 
Non et a* aaànm, Fudolfe» io vai dì In^a» 
Senta «caiir Ida amarti Alldaja. 
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CHAP. lin^« as a testimony òf his tffictioa and regard (a). Hence 
" it appears, that at the age of seventeen, Lorenzo had at- 
tenqited different Idnda of compondon, whieh may be con> 
sidoed not only as anterior to the cddvated poem of Po* 

litiano, on the Giostra of Giuliano, which we have before 
noticed, but probably to any of the writing^s of the Pulci. 
But, however the Pulci may contend with Lorenzo \i\ pri- 
ority, they fall greatly short of him in all the essential re- 
quisites of a poet ; and whilst their productions bear the 
uniform character of a rude and uncultivated age, those of 
Lareazo de* Medici are distingiiiBhcd by a ^ngour of ima- 



(«) This singular circumstance, which so decisive])- ascertains the early 
period at which Lorento began to exercise his pMiieal talents, was fint.diuo* 
vcrcd by Apostolo Zeno, who having, in ti c veirj-ii, found iu the posses- 
sion of his friend Jacopo Facciolati, at i\iuiia, a muiuscript collection of 
u n f- V f it Italian poenSi was, after mature deliberation, induced to conjectOK 
that they were collected and arranged by Lorenzo de' Medici. To this sup- 
position he was principally led by the introdnctory address to Federigo of 
Aiagon* is wUch the coiD|iiler advem to th« visit of Federigo to Pi«a« ia die 
preceding year, and afterwards addresses that prince in the followng terms ; 
At li» €lut tftht Mi, ( ctuetiving tb«t it migbt afftri j«u smt tMùfmti^,} I bant 
immtti m frm »f ht «wi» sohkbti aid cahxohi, «dri At v ^M M ii m, thml 
r r. peruit ihtm tbtj may recall itjtur rrmenthranct tht folJitj *md mtlachir.fnr cf 
tbtir tuabtr. On comparing the productions of the anonTimnis compiler, with 
the Aii!iwr«//«rrof Lorencokpriiitedbr Aldo, bt$j4, thecoBjeetamof the 
critic were amply coafìrrncd: he having there discovered almost every poem 
which appeared in the maniucript, except five pieces, which he conceived 
might prohabty he ii»erted1ntheCMMw«l4h«f LoceinoaiidBDHduiOi 
but •■ liii I( ir. r.ict he could not then a?cerrn'n for want of that work. I shaU 
fp.\t the letter of Zeno on this subject, in the Appeodix» No. XXXVI. I 
aratt however lAaenc, that die vitit of Fetoffo to Fin v«ai notili 1464» 
mentioned by Zeno, who has too hastily quoted Ammirato (u. iii. /. 93.% 
but in 1465, as will appear hj a reference to the bcfiore-cited passage of the 
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l^aadeB, an lecuncy of judgment, and an elegance of CHAP, 
style, which afibfded the first great example of improve- 
ment, and entitle him, almost ezduaiyely, to die honomble 

appdiation of the restorer of Italian literature. WiAih the 
cotirse of a few years Pollttano, Bcniyiem, and others, im- 
bibed the true spirit of poetry, and Florence had once more 
the credit of rekindling that spark which was soon to 
diffuse a lustre through tlie remotest parts of Europe. 



hi* mtril* I 



i£ in order to jusdfy the pxcteosions of Lorenzo to the 
nnk here assigned him, it were sufficient merely to adduce ^99^ 

the authority of succeeding critics, this would be produc- 
tive of little difficulty. But to foirm our opinion of an 
author whose works are yet open to examination, on that 
of others, however it may sooth our indolence, or gratify 
our curiosity, cannot inform our judgment. It is from the 
writings whidi yet remaia of Lorenzo de' Medici that wc 
are to> acquire a just idea of his general character as a poe^ 
and to determine how fiur diey have operated in eBbcdn^ a 
seformation. in the taste of hb eountrymen,. cur in opening 
the way to subsequent improvements.. 

The great end and object of poetry, and consequently oKjttiMKjchu 

^vl -ri* • I ractcriMktflf: 

the proper aim 01 toe poet, is to communicate to us a clear poeaj, 
and perfect idea of his proposed subject. What the painter 
exMbib to us by variety of colour, by light and shade, die 
poet expresses in appropriate language. The fittmer seizes 
merely the external form,, and that only in a given attitude ; 
the other surrounds his object, pierces it, and discloses, its 
most hidden qualities. With die former it is tnerrand mo- 
tbnlessi. with the latter it lives and moves,. It is ei^anded 

- ox. 
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CHAP, or comprcKcd, it glares vepoa the imagination, or vaniihes 
in ^r» » various as aature licnelf. 

Dcicriptioo. The simple description of natural objects is perhaps to a 

youug mind ihc most delightful species of poetry, aud waa 
probably the first employment of the poet It nuy be com^ 
pared to melody ia mmic, which Is relished even bj the 
most iinoiltivated ear. In this d^artment, VlrgU is an 
ezquinte master {a). Still more lively are the conceptions 
of Dante, still more precise the language in which they 
are expressed* As we follow him, his wildest excurnons 
take the appeannce of reality. Compared with his vivid 
hues, how faint, how delicate, is the colouring of Petrarca ! 
yet the harmony of the tints almost compensates for their 
TaicnuoTLo. want of foice. With accurate descriptions of tlie face of 
nature the works of Lorenzo abound ; and tbese ai?e often 
heightened by those minute Iwt strildng chaiacterisidcs, 
which, though open to aU observers, the eye of the poet 
con alone select* Tims die description of an Italian winter, 
with wluch he opens his poem of Amtra (^), is marked by 
several appropriate and strildu^ images. 

The foliage of the olive appears of a dark green, but is 
nearly white beneath. 

L'uliva 



renio fortlC' 
teàftìtm. 



(«) How gratefiil CO our seasatioDf^ ]unr4i«thct to our {inagiiiatkm« ftp- 
p«ar tbe 

" Spdnncae, viviqae lacos, ac frigida Tempe 

" Mugitusque boÙRi, mollesqne sub arbore sotodì." 

{i) Published for the first time at ihc close of the present work. 
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L' uliva in qualche dolce piaggia aprica, 
- SeGoudo 3 vento par or verde, or bbnca. 



On some sweet sunny slope the olive grows, 
Its hues still changing as the zephyr blows. 

The ffigbt of the cranes, though fiequwdy noticed in 
{Metros was perhaps never descr'i!}cc! In language more pic- 
turesque than the following, from the same poem : 

Stridendo m del, 1 gru veggonn a long^ 
L'aere stampar di varie e bdk fiume; 
£ r ultima col collo Steso agghn^ 
Ov* è quella dinanzi alle vane 



Marking the tracts of air, the clamorous cranes 
Wheel their due flight, in varied lines descried ; 

And each with out-stretched neck his rank maintains, 
In mar&hai'd order through th' etherial void. 

The ibUowit^ picture from his Mte amn u also 
drawn with gnat truth and simplicity s 

Al dolce temp I il bon pastore informa 
Lasciar le uiandre, ove nel verno giacque : 
E 'I lieto gregge, che ballando in toma. 
Torna ali 'alte montagne, alle fkeiche acque. 

agnel, trottando pur la materna orma 
Segue ; ed alcun, che pur or ora nacque 
L' amorevol pastore in braccio porta : 
n fido cane a tutti fa la scorta. 

voJL* I. K K $«eet 
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Sweet spring letani»^ the ibqilicnl front én^ UAd 
Btiogn fintb ÌM flock, nor drcadt the wsu*vy coW; 

Delighted once again their steps to lead 
To the green hill, clear spring, and flowery mead. 
True to their mother's track, the sportive young 
Trip light. The careful hind riow moves along. 
Pleased in his ann« the new-diopt lamb to bear ; 
His dog» a lUthlul guard, briiigt ap Ae tear. 

In the same poem is a description of the golden age, 
in which the author seems to have exerted all his powers, 
in selecting such images as arc supposed to have been pecu- 
liar to that happy slate of Kfc. 

PBctiecMivi. But the descx^ition of natonl objects awakes in die 

*^ poet's mind correspondtng cnMXioM j as his heart warms 

his fancy expands, and he labours to convey a more distinct 
or a more elevated idea of the impressions his own 
im:igination. Hence the origin of figures, or figurative 
language j in the use of which he aims at describing his 
principal subject, by the qualities of some other object more 
generally known, or more striking in ito intnce. These 
figures of poetry have fiimiriied die pbiiolog^sto oCoaeieat 
and modem times with a great variety of minute distinc* 
lions, but nfiany of them consist ratho* in form than in sub- 
stance ; comparison, express or implied, will be ftnind to 
be the essence of them all. 

In the employment of comparative illustration, Lo- 
renzo de* Medici is often particularly happy. An at- 
tentive observer of the work» of nature, as w^l in ber 
general appearances, as in her more minute operations, 

ind m st t d y 
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CHAP. 
V. 



iDitancci from 
IIk writing* of 
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indmatdy acquainted «rith di £aer prodnolions of art, 
and acciiau>awd lo die most abstnise speculations of philo- 
sophy, whatcner occurred to his mind excited a profusion 
of relative ideas, either bearing a general resemblance to 
his immediate subject, or associated with it by some pe- 
culiar circumstance. The lust of these he often employed 
for the purpose of explanation or of ornament in his more 
serious oompowtiom, the Utter witb great wit and vivacity 
in his figger prndvedont. At some times one external 
object, or one «orpoieal actìotì. Is eliiddated ty another ; 
at odier times natural phenomena are personified, and 
iUiistiated by sensible Images ; and instances occur where 
abstract ideas and metaphyttoal sentiments are brought 
before the mind, by a comparison with the objecls of the 
material world. Of the simpkwt mode of compadaon the 
following as no inel^gsiit insiance : 

Quando sopra i nevori ed alti monti, 
Apollo spande il suo bel lume adomo. 
Tal i ctin sudi sopra la bianca goiiiuu 

Sen. buùii. 



O'er her white dress her shining tresses flow'd j 
Thus on the mountain bejights with snows overspread. 
The beams of noon Asir golden lume shed. 

Li hia paatotal of Gorydon, the ahepherd thus addresses 
lus scorni mistress, elnddating one wQ&on by another: 

Latto quanto dolor io aggio avuto, 
Oliando ingp da gii ocdii coi pie scsiao ; 
Et con quanti so^nr ho |pà temuto 

KK a Che 
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CHAP. Che spille, o fere venenose, o il balzo 

V. Non offenda i tuoi piedi ; io mi ritegno, 

Per te fuggo i pie invano, e per te gli alzo : 
Come chi drizza strai veloce al segno. 

Pen che tran' ha, torcendo il capo ctcde 
Drìnarlo, effli ^ gi^ ^wm* éd curvo legno. 



Ah nymph ! what pangs arc mine, whói causeless fright 
O'er UQl o'er valley wings thy giddy flight. 
Lest some ihaip dioni thy heedleat way may mee^ 
Some pobonous reptile wound thy naked fiwt. 
Thy pains I feel, but deprecate in vain. 
And turn, and raise my feet, in sympathetic pain. 
So when the archer, with attentive glance, 
Maifcs his fleet arrow wing its way askanoc^ 
He strives with tortuous act and head asid^ 
Right to the mark its devious course to guide. 

The foUowiog aonnet afibrds an instance, not only of 

the illustration of one sensible object by another, but of 
the comparison of an abstract sentiment, with a beautiful 
natural image: 

SONETTO. 

Oimè, che belle lagrime fur quelle 
Che'l nembo di disio stillando mosse ! 
C^ando il giusto dolor che'l cor percosse^ 
Salì poi su nell' amorose stelle! 

R^Kvon per h déficata pdle 
Le bianche guande dolcemente rosse. 
Come chiar rio iàuìa, che'n prato fosse. 
Fior bianchi, e rossi, le lagrime belle $ 

Lieto 
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listo suor im 111 funoton pioggia 

Com* uccel dopo il sol, bramate taato^ 
Lieto riceve rugiadose stille (a). 
Toi piangendo in quelli occhi ov' egli alloggia, 
luea dd bdio e Colatoio pianto» 
VMbamente uacir dolce &vaie> 



Ab pearly drops, that pouring from those eyes, 
%oke the diNdvug doud of «oft detiie j 

What 



[a) Spenser hu a similar passage in his Jiwrjuit/ Muu cf Tbtttjìù : 

The blinded arcber boy, 
• lake brkein shonreflf rain. 

Sate bathing of his wings. 

And glad the time did spend 
Under tlnne duyttaU drops 

TV^iich fell from her faire cyeii''^ ' ] 
And at tbeir brightest beanu^''^ ' ' ' * 
Him projn'd in wiiie^ * * ' 

IfrvWuton in iiis obserrations on the Fairy Queen i. /. 223.) baa 
traced tkk pamfB 1» itfioM» (Gmms i. l!r«MM 6sÒ^ 

Così'nielwUe hgfime k piarne 

a tegna aiDOK» c gode sd cliUico hjBK. 

Though he thinki Spenser's verses bear a stronger resemblance to those of 
Nic* Archias (or the count Nicolo d'Arco, a Latin poet of the l6tlk centurj) ; 

Turn suavi in pluvia nitens Cupido^ 
Insidcbac, uti solcc voiucris, 
Ramo, vere novo» ad novoi tepora 

Po'f ^nlem accipere arthcris liquores 
GtiUrc et pluviac ore bi;indtendoa 

I have only to add, that as Lorenzo de' Medici is the earliest author «bo 
baa availadliiiiitdrof tUabeantifnlidta, an Uà rcpieMiitatiaB <£ it has not 
lwentuii«Mcd by a&y af dkoieivlio have liaoe adopted it. 



CHAP. 

V 
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CHAP. What time ooU sotw» tWd the genial fire, 

V. « Struck the fair urns and bade the tfata-s tise." 

' Soft down those cheeks, where native crimson vies 

With ivor) whiteness, «ee tlic dhrystals throng ; 

Bathmg the fltfimé of ^ «yl fMqfte 4)tts. 

Whilst Love, rejoicing in the amorous shower. 
Stands like some bird, that after sultry heats 
Fnjoys the drops, and shakes his ghttering wings ; 

Then grasps iiis boh, and coniiciou^ of his power, 
Ilfidit thow bright oHn asmimes hit wonted teat» 
And Oiro* the ludd $bama tk Imag %ht*flfav «ngf. 

To examples of ihh kind I shall only add another, in 
which the poet has attcmpced to explain the mysterious in- 
tercourse of Platonic afiection, hy a. iamiliar but fanciful 
comparison : 

Delle caverne antiche 

Trahc la nanuna dei «d, fervente e chiara. 
Le pkdole Ibmidie. 

E dke «a* étn, «jv*!» U pan» ^Bttm 

. Ascoso astuto un monticel di c^rnnoj 

Ond' esce fuor la nera turba avara : 

Tutte di mano in mano 

Vanno e Teqgon dal moitte } 

b cara preda in bocca, mano t 

yamno leggieri, e pronta 

E gravi e carche ritomon di foKi 
Fermon la picciola orma 

Scontrandosi in canunino ; e mentre posa 

L'una, qudt' alttm ÌDlbnna 

Ddl'aluimdai oode piàdiwMft 

Alla 
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Alla dolce &tka ogn^or l'iiiTita. 
Caletta e ipem è 1» vU kniga, etri!»; 
E se riporton ben tutte tma cocif 

Più cara e più gradita 
Sempre c, qiiant 'esser dr"/? 
Cosa, senza la qusl manca ìa. vita. 
Lo bg^nttD Aicip è licvi^ 
Se*l pkcwl ammal taa **no mate. 
Così li pensier mid 

Van più leggieri alla mia Deauui bdla$ 
Scontrando quei di lei 
Femionsi, e l'un con l'altro allor favella. 
Dolce pieda l'è twi «pnmo con loto^ 
Fòfton dal 

Cmk* sii* 



Ae Ima tbiir «ìm^ ceib, 
Hk maame^t gcdai nazmth mpcb 

The busy anta— 4 eomitlest traina 

That with sagacioos sense explore. 
Where pro\-ident for winter's store, 
The careiui rustic Iddcs his trea&ur'd grain ; 
Then issues forth the sable band, 
Aod «àdng on die mckI prize, 
From mouth to mouth, from hand to .hand. 
His busy task each faithful insect plies. 
And often as they meet. 
With scanty interval of toil. 
Their borthens they repose awfaile» 
For rest akemate renders Ubonr sweet* 
The travelPd path their lenirrhened tradu betny, 
And if no .varied cates they bear. 

Yet 
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CHAF. 
V. 



Yet ever is the portion dear, 
Withom whose và die powen of IKs decay. 
Thiu from my faithful hmtt. 
The busy messengers of love. 

Incessant tov-nrti - my fair one's bosom move ; 
But in their way some gcmlc thought 
They meet with kind compassion traught. 
Soft breatfaiiig hom.^at Sacred dtfitie, - 
Where dwells a heart in unison with mhie. 
And m stfeet mterehange dd^g^ awhiU co rest. 

ptroriincri.ii ^'^'^ P^^'^ ^^^^ confmc hiiTTself to the lively 

«>f nutcriai ob- description of nature, or of the corresponding emotions 
of his own mind. His next attempt is of a bolder kind, 
and tlic inanimate objects by which he is surrounded 
seem to possess life and motion, consciousness and rea- 
son, to act and Co sufier. The tnoimtams iirown, the 
men murmur, the woods sigh, and the &ble of Oipheus 
is rrnTcd* In the use of this figur» Petrarca is inexhau8t~ 
iMe, and there arc few rural objects that hare not been 
called upon to share his emotions ; the tenderness of the 
lover inspires the fancy of the poet, he addresses them 
as if they were conscious of his passion, and applauds or 
reproaches them as they are favourable or adverse to the 
promotion of it. The works of Lorenzo afford also fre- 
quent instances of tlic use of this hguie, which more than 
any other gives adiion and spirit to poetry. In the fol- 
lowing sonnet he not only animates the violets, but 
presents them aa accounting, by a beaudful fiction, for 
didr purple colour: 

SONETTO. 
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SONETTO. C HA P. 

'V» 

Non di verdi giardin, oraad, e cold 

Del soave e dolce aere Pestano^ 

Venìam IKbdoiiiia, in la tua bianca mano ; 

Ma in aspre selve, e valli ombrose cold } 
Ove Venere afflitta, e in pensier molti. 

Pel perìglio d'Adou correndo in vano. 

Un 9pao acuto al nudo piè villano 

^orae del dìvin iangue i bosdii folti: 
Noi conunettemmo allora il bianco fiore. 

Tanto chc'l divin sangue non aggiunge 

A terra, ond' il color purpvireo nacque. 
Non aure estive, o rivi tolti a lunge 

Noi nutrii anno, ma locpir d'amote 

L'aure son sute, e pianti d'Amor l'aioque. 



Not from the verdant garden's cultur'd bound. 
That breathes of Poestum's aromatic gale, 
We sprung ; but nurslings of the lonely vale, 
'Midst woods obscure, and native glooms were found. 

^kfidst woods and glomns, whose tai^led brakes anvund 
Once Venus sorrowing traced, as all forlorn 
Sbe sought Adonis, when a lurking thorn 
Deep on her foot impress'd an impious wound* 

TlMn prone to earth we bow'd our pallid flowers. 
And cangile the drops divine ; the purple dyes 
Ungfog the lustre of our native hue: 

Nor snnuner gales, nor art-conducted showers 

Have nursed our slender forms, but lovers sighs 
Have been our gales, and lovers tears our dew. 

TOL*f. LI, The 
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The province of the poet is not however confined to 
the representation, or to the combination of material and 

external objects. The fields of intellect are equally sub- 
ject to his controul. The afTcctions and passions of the 
human mind, the abstract ideas of unsubstantial existence, 
serve in their turn to exercise his powers. In arraneinp; 
themselves under his douiiiiion, it becomes necessary iliat 
they should ta^e a yiciUc; and substantial form, distin- 
guished by their attributes^ their insignia, and their effects* 
With this form the imagination of the poet invests diem, 
and they then become as sabserrient to his purpose as if 
diey were otrjects of external sense. In process of time, 
some these children of imagination acquire a kind of 
prescriptive identity, and the symbolic forms of pleasure, 
or of wisdom, present themselves to our minds in nearly as 
defmite a manner as the natural ones ot Ajax, or oi Achilles. 
Thus embodied, they become important actors in the drama, 
and are scarcely distinguishable from huGcun character. 
But the offspring of &ncy u infinite; and however the 
regions of poetry may .seem to be peopled with these 
fimtastic bduigs, genius wiU ftill (Nroceed to .invjmt^ to vary, 
and to comhioe. 

If the moderns excel the ancients in any department 
of poetry, it is in that now under consideration. It must 
^ ^ not indeed be supposed, that the ancients were insensible 
»f,f^. of the effects produced by this powerful charm, wiuch 
more peculiarly than any other may be said 



Iteanctcauand 
moiknu in tke 



-To give to airy n^tbingi. 



A beat bt^atìtn Mid a 1 

But 
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-But It may uS^j be asserted, that tliey have availed them- C H A.P. 
selves of this creative fiicultf, much more qparingly, and ^' 

with mticli lt'<;s success, than their modem compedtors. 
The attribution of sense to inert objects is indeed common 
to both, l>iit that still bolder exertion which embodies ab- 
stract existence, and renders it susceptible of ocular repre- 
sentation, is almost exclusively the boast of the moderns [a). 
If, however, we advert to the few authors who preceded 
Lorenzo de' Medici, we shall not trace ia Ù^dt writings 
many striking insouiesi of tkOM embodied pictures of 
ideal existence vitAéi un «o coosfnciioas in the worlcs of 
Ariosto» Jfttfiser, Mitioó, and sabseqweot vniters of the 
higher class» who are ddter natives of ftaly, or have formed 
their taste upon the pOSS enuCmBòa {6). 

• • ' - '■'.^■■i''"- The 

, ; ; . ' .11. J Li ij",.- .'^-.i . ' . •'■'•>'{ • - 

(«) If Virgil lulr^ji^'ia B iiì^f-tipUtiéd p^honification of rumour, if 
Horace speak of Iiìb torm mHi, if Locretinàrj^raKat trkirftb SU iWal picture of 

superstition, thev' portraiu ai« ao vagUè' a*~JCÌwHfy to communicate anf 
^iccrimiiute idea, and arc characterised hj their operation and effects, rather 
flnthty their poetical insignia. Of tbe ancient Roman anchors, perhaps there 
is no one that abounds in these personifications more ihan rhe iragediaa 8e« 
nera ; yet what idea do we form of labour when we are toid, chat 

Labor exoritur durus, ct oroncs 
Afpait «nrai» apaHtqoc < 



Or of hope orftar ftom tbe firikmn^ pa(&gc t 
UfbibaicmHt» arefUiqfH 



The personification of hope by Tibullus (^'^. ii. Eltg. 6.), Is scarcely 
worthy of that charming author ; and If he has been happier in his descrip- 
tion of sleep {Lib. i. EUg. i it is siili liable to the objeAions before mentioned. 

Qaeof Uufiat»ycnoiiificnioDs of Petravga, it tbat of liiiertjr, ù » 

L I. 2 
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CHAP. The writings of Lorenio afibrd many instances of 

^ - nuine poetical personification ; some of which will not tu^ 
lastancctof ^7 * comparison with those of any of his most cele» 
thuiggn. brated successors. Of this his represcntatioa of jealousy 
may afford no inadequate proof. 

Solo una vecchia in un oscuro canto» 
Pallida, il sol Riggendo, si sedea, 
Tacita sospirando, ed un nminanto 
D'un incerto color cangiante havea : 
Cento occhi ha in tetta» e tutti venan pianto- 
E cent* orecdùe la maligna, dea : 
Quel eh' è, quel che non è, tiista ode e vede^ 
Mai donnea ed ostinata a se sol crede^ 



Sad in a nook obscure, and sighing deep, 

A pale and haggard beldam shrinks from view ^ 
Her gloomy vigik there she loves to keep. 
Wrapt in a robe of ever^chang^g hue j 
A hundred eyes she has» that ceaseless ^KCf^ 
Awhundred ears» that pay attention dueb 

Imagin'd 



bcauiiiut' caitzone { wlxicli^ on account of iu political teockacfi lias been t» 
«iiided Innn naofBdiciodsflf his «orici. . 

liberà» dotet-e desiato bene t 

Mai conosciuto a chi ulor no'l perde ( 
Qnato gradito al buon mondo esser dei. 
Per (e la vhavién fiorita e vcrd^ 

Per te stato gioioso mi mantiene^ 
Ch'ir mi fa somiglianti a gli ahi dett 
Senza te, lungamente non vorrei 
Ricchezze, onor, e ciò ch'uom piA étàt^ 
Ma teoo ogni tngnrìo acqueta lUnub 

Yct the painter who ■wou\d represent the allegorica! form otWttItff WVM 
derive but little assistance from tlle^isuigUutwa of tiie poet. 
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Imagm'd eTÌIfe.s^ggt»nte her grief, 
Heedleiiof «jbepk md ttubboni to reBe£ 

If his personification of hope be less discriininatc, it 
h to be attributed to the nature of that passion, of whicK. 
uncertsdnty is in some degree the characteristic* 

£ una donna di statura immema^ 

La cima de* capelli al cìel par monti ;■ 
Fonnata, e vestita è di nebbia densa ; 
Abita il sommo de' più alti monti. 
Se i nugoli guardando un Ibnna, pena» 
Nove ferme veder d' animai pronti» 
Che'l vento muta, e poi di novo figne 
Coe^ Amor queeta vana dip^^ 



Immense of bulk, ber towering head she.thewt,. 
Her floating tresses seem to touch the skies. 
Dark mists her unsubstantial shape compose. 
And on the mountain's xop her dwelling lies. 
As when' the douds 6ntastic shapes disclose,. 
For ever varying to the ga«er's eyes. 
Till on the breeze the changeful hues escape. 
Thus vague her form, and mutable hec shape. 

■ 

Her attendhnts are also highly chancteiiadc. 

Seguon questa infelice in ogni parte 
Il sogno, e r augurio, e la bupla, 
£ chvomantì, ed ogiù iàliacc urte. 
Sorte, indovini^ e &ba pidbiìa i 
La vocale, e la scritta in sdocdie carter 
GhedicoD» quando è atato^ qiiel che &ui 

L'àrchània, 
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CHAP. 
V. 
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L'archimh» e dtf di teim eM xninitt» 
£ £itta a vokntà k coojettgnu 



Illusive beings round their sovereign wait, . '. . . 
Decqkfiil drefliB«, «nd auguries, and lies, * 
Innumerous am the ga|ùng crowd that cheat, 
Predì^Hons wild, and gfoundlefs prophedes ; - 
With wondrous words, or written rolls of fete, 
Foretelling— when 'tis past-^what yet &aU rise} 
And alchymy, and astrologie skill. 
And fend jsmiijtiiiniiciiw tlwaya IohmM i< mÌB» 

Though not periuifw «tricdy to mdoed In dus do* 

partment, I shall not deprive my readers of the following 
fenciful description of the fo r mat i en of the lover's chain. 

Nan jpa,m ja.iiua belU catena , i 
Smage 3 inip $pr |^til» pie^ di dalce^;([ 

Di tre nodi composli lieto il mena , . 
Con le sue mani ; il primo fe bellezzan^j? . , ^ 
La pietà l'alrro per sì dolce pena, 
£ l'altro anvorj n^ tempo alcun j^U 

la beOa nano ì^mi^ ppi strinse , . r 

£ sk dolce hodb 3 cor awime. 



Quando tessuta fu questa catena, 
L'aria, la terra, il cici lieto concorse; 
L'aria non iu giammai tanto serena, 
Mè 3 td ginuMi ^ bdh Iiioa pofM 
Di findi pninctiib e di te piena 



CipC^gBft 
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Ciprigna in grembo al padre il (ft si miit, 
\ Lieta mirò <Ul dal qad loco» e lite» 

jpai di via capo, ed amoroso seoo» 
, Fteie cim andio nian txMe ^&r«ri^ 
£ ie spam nel dd queto e lereix» : 

DI questi fior la mia donna coperte» 

Giove benigno, di letizia pieno. 

Gli umani orecchi quei bel giorno aperse 

A sentir la celeste melodia, 

CSie in cud, limn^ e nton, dal del Tenia» 



Dear are those bonds my willing heart that bind, 
Form'd of three chords, in mystic union twin'd \ 
The-fitik by: beMtty*! fosy fingers irov^ 
Tité next pitjr, and tiie tUid \if kve. 
•"The hoiur that gave this ^onderoAis texture biithy 
Saw in sweet union, heaven, and air, and earthy 
Serene am! a!! -nhcr breath'd delight. 
The &un diiiiu'd a mild and temper 'd light ; 
New leaves the trees, sweet flowers adorned the mead» 
And sparkling rivers gush'd along the glaJe. 
ReposM on Jove's own breast, his favorite child 
The Cyprian queen, beheld the scene and smil'd 
Then with both hands, from her arobro&ial head» 
And amorous breast, a Atmer of foies shed; 
' lU ÙKfWBt desceadiag'Mft and dow,» 

Poor'd all its fragrance on my im below } 
Whilst all ben^n the ruler of the spheres- 
To aouadt celestial opea*d monai cars*. 



CHAP. From the foregoing specimens we taàj be enalUed to 
form a general idea of the merits of Lorenzo de' Medici, 

. and may perceive, that of the essential requisites of poetic 
«<>)cii]r cui. composition, instances are to be found in his writings. 
ftoMA The talents of a poet he certainly possessed. But before 

we can form a complete cllimate of his poetical character, 
it will be necessary to inquire to what purpose those talents 
were applied, and this can onSj be done by taking a view 
of the different departments of poetry in which he em- 
ployed his pen. In the execution of this task, we vomj also 
be enabled to ascertain how far he has imitated his prede- 
cessors, and how far he Jiaa. himself been a modd to those 
who have succeeded him. 

Origin of the Thc Italian sonnet is a species of composition almost 
coeval with the lai^uage itself ; and may be traced back to 
that period when the Latin tongue, eomiptcd by the vulgar 
pronundation, and intermixed with tibe idioms of the 
different nadons that from time to time ovdvran Italy^ 
degenerated into what was called the lingua volgare i 
which language, diough at first rude and unpdTished, was, 
by successive exertions, reduced to a regular and detenninate 
standard, and obtained at length a superiority over the Latin, 
not only in common use, but in the written compositions 
of the learned. The form of the sonnet, confined to a cer- 
tain versification, and to aeeitain number of lines, was 
unknown to the Rmnan poets, who adopting a legitimate 
measure, employed it as long as the subjeA r^uired it, 
but was probably derived -from the Provencals ; althoug|i 
inftances of the regular stanza, now used in these comp 
pontions, may be tcaoed amongst the Italians, as eariy 

3 « 
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àa tbe diirteeath ceatuar7(a). fnm that time to tke pre- C 
tent, the «onnex ha* retained its precise form» and has been _ 
the most fatourite mode of composition in the ItiJiaa 
tongue. It may however be justly doubted, whether the 
Italian poesy has, upon the whole, derived any great advan- 
tage from the frequent use of the sonnet. Confined to 
so narrow a compass, it admits not of that extent and 
range of ideas which suggest themselves to a mind already 
warm with its subject. On the contrary, it illostrates only 
some one dittinct idea» and ù&i iAvA be estteAded or con^ 
dehsedj not as its nature reiiulres, but as the rigid btws of 
&e compbntion ^I'eacilbe. Ùac of the higheic excdlendes 
of a master in this art cot^iìsfó, therefore, ih the selection of 
a subject neither too long nor too short for the space which 
5t is intended to occupy {!>). Hence the invention is cramp- 
ed, and the free excursions of the mind arc fettered and 
restrained. Hence, too, the greater part of these composi- 
tions display rather tlie flitter of wit than the fire of eenius ; 
and hence they have been ahiiost solely appropriated to 
the illustration the passion of love : a subject which, 
from its various nature, and die endless analog^ of which 
it admits» is moie susceptible than anj other, of being 
apportioned into those detached sendittente of vrliich the 
sonnet is composed. 

To 



(«) For a bamed and atriaat ^Baqoi^don on the origia of the Sonetto, 
4»i Jamlimtm dl FrmKua /Uà, Jim Stìrmti» éi Béu» im Tuemmit ^^99» 

(i) The following remarks by Lorenzo dc' Medici, on this kind of compo- 
sitioOf are a» judicioiu as they arc pointed and coacue : " La brevità del sonetto 
** non comportat die ttaa wla puolà m «tata» ed it vera nibieno c materia 
" del sonetto Jcbbc essere qualche acutae gentile sentenza, narrata attamente, 
«dia pochi versi ristretta, e fnggcndó la oscurità e dumaa*** 

Cmmim* S Utr* éfVbà* tifrm i tmi 8mt/i, /. 1 io, Md* JU, if 54. 
VOI* I. MM 
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CHAP. To these restraints, however, the stern genius of Dante 
frequently submitted. In his T/'/j Nuova we have a consi- 
derable number of his sonnets, which bear the distinct 
marks of hi& ciiaractcr, and derogate not from the author of 
the Dhm Cwnmdia (a). These sonneta are uoifomily de- 
voted to the pmse» of his Beatrice ; but his panion b ao 
q)ifitiiafized, and so remote fron groaa and earthly objects, 
that great doidita have arisen among Ins commentators, 
wh^her die object of his adoration had a substantial exist- 
ence, or was any thing more than the abstract idea of wis- 
dom, or philosophy. Certain it is, that the abstruse and re- 
condite sense of tlu-^e productions st t )aH but little suited to 
the comprcliension ot tiiat sex to which they are addressed, 
and ill calculated to promote the success of an amorous pa&- 
non. The xepatation of Dante as a poet is not however 
^nded on tUs part of his labours; but Petrarca, whose 
othqr works have long been ne^ected, is indebted to his 
aonnets and lyric productions for the high rank which he 
yet hdda in tiie public estimation. Without d^adlng his 

subject 



(«) Jf written in later timeitcoiiie of cbcte KNUieu mi^cbare been thougiit 
CO bordar on Impiety. That the poet addmse* die fiùclifq|--i&l(ivB~ 

A ciascun alma presa, e gentil core, 
*' Nd coi cospetto viene Q dir pveeoite^ 

** In ciò che mi rescrìvan suo pnrvcnte, 
•* Salute in lor signore — cioè Amore." 

And uffiot ÌA aUasion to a udì Jcaoim pamg^ 



** O voi che per la via d'amor ] 
*' Atundete e guardate, 
S'egli è dolore alcun qoanlo 1 mio grave.** 
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sttbject hj grou and tenaual image»» he ha» rendeted It chap. 
susceptible of general apprehennon ; and, whether his ^ ' 
passion was real or pretended, for even this has been 
doubted (tf), he has traced the effects of love througli 
every turn and winding of the human bosom ; so that it 
is scarcely possible for a lover to find himself so situated, 
as not to meet with his own peculiar feelings reflected in 
some passage or other of that engaging author. 

Without possesung the terseness of those of Dante, or 
die polnh and harmony of those of Petnixca, the sonnecs 

of Lorenzo de' Medid have indisputable pretensions to 
high poetical excellence. It is indeed to be regretted, that, 
like those of his two celebrated predecessors, they are 
almost all devoted to one subject — the illustration of an 
amorous passion ; but he has so diversified and embellished 
tlieni Willi images drawn Iroin otiicr sources, as to rescue 
them from that general censure of mnpidity, ^yhich may 
properly be applied to die greater part of die producdons 
of Àe Italians, in. this thdr fiivourite mode of ccmipondoo. 
These images he has sought for in almost all the aj^ear- 
ances of nature, in the annals of history, the wilds of my« 
thology, and the mysteries of the Platonic philosophy ; and 
has exhibited them with a splendor and vivacity peculiar to 
himi»lf. If the productions of Dante resemble the austere 

grandeur 



(«) " lucipretalMr oUm boìUì Petrarchsc Eleglas, Lyricosquc, qoibus 
" Lannm camt} adenmU|iie advenarH,. qui tmanm fiiisie ne gM c o t, 
" screrentque non ilio nomine puellam ;i sc .im:U:mi Intclligi, sc J allud allc- 
•* gorice ibi latere." /« Iianf, Carm. H»r. lib. 2. af. Borni. Sfte. Ut, 

Fbr, «. i. /. 331.) where it appears that LamSj» put a tolenbkjeit OA their 
i«6a«d criiie*. 

HM 2. 
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CH AF. grandeur d Michael Agnolo, or if those of Petrarca re- 
^' mind us of the ease and gracefìilness of Raffaello, the 
works of Lorenzo may be compared to the less correct, 

but more animated and splendid labours of the Venetian 
school. The poets, as well as the painters, each formed 
a distinik class, and have each had their exclusive ad- 
mirers and imitators. In the beginning of the succeeding 
century, the celebrated Pietro Bembo attempted again to 
introduce the style of Petrarca j but his sonnets, tliough 
coittct and chaste, are Voo often formal and insipid. Those 
of Oua, formed upon the same modd, pos^ much more 
ease, and a greater flow of sentiment Succeeding authors 
muted the correctness of Petrarca with the holder colour- 
ing of Lorenzo; and in the works of Arios^io, the two 
Tassos, Costanzo, Tansillo, and Guarini, the poetry of 
Italjr attuned its highest degree of perfection. 

The sonnets of Lorenzo de* Medici are intermixed 
with Canzoni^ Sestine^ and other lyric productions, which 
in ecncral display an eqiial elegance of sentiment, and 
briliiaucy oi expression. One of his biographers is how- 
ever of opinion, that the merit of his odes is inferior to 
èm of sounets {a) ; but it is npt easy to discover 
stnkiiif^' evidence the propriety of tlus remark. 
It mu^ not however be denied, that his writings occa- 
noiuJly display too erolent prooA of that haste with 
wMch it is probable they were all composed ; or that 
diey are spmedi^cs mtqnpfURsed with modes of esqpres* 

sioo. 



[a) Feiicior mihi fuisse videturia bfevioribu epigraminatilms, qtuun in 
odis. FiA, M wtà Imr, «. i» /. la 
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tioii» which W0UÌ4 mrctìy have been toleiated among cuap. 
the laore accurate ftod polished vrriters of the succeeding 
century. The langiia{!;e of Lorenzo de' Medici appears 
even more obsolete, and is more tinctured with tiic rusti- 
city of the vulgar dialect, than that of Petrarca, who pre- 
ceded him by so long an interval. But, wiili ail these de- 
fects, the intrinsic merit of his writings has been acknow- 
ledged by all those who have been able to dive^ themsdvei 
of ai| wkdxm pviiaUty for fa9li}oii c£ tli« day, and who 
can discera true excellence, through the disadTantai^ of a 
dress In some respects antiquated, or negligent. Mnratooi, 
in his treatise on the poetry of Italy, has accordingly ad- 
duced several of the sonnets of Lorenzo, as examples of ele- 
gant composition : It is gold from the mine [a),* says that 
judicious critic, adverting to one of these pieces, " mixed 
" indeed with ruder matcriaU, yet it is always gold(^).** 

The 



(«) £' oro di nuoicn* misduato, eoa rozza ccm* out leinpre è oro. 

Mmm. dtikfer/uta ftuim fiNàmm, v. n. f. ^•]f>, 

{i) In the general collection of the poems of Lorenzo, printed hy Aido in 
1554, his sonnets arc accompanied >vith a copious commentary, whidt exhibits 
many striking traits of his character, and Is a vci-^- fuvonrahlc specimen of his 
pro&e composition. This commentary has not been reprinted ; and the copies 
of this edition have long been cf sodi rare ocenrreiioe m Italjr» diat even Cio- 
nacci, the editor of the sacred poems of Lorenzo, and of others of the Medici 
family, in 1680, had never been abk to obtain a light of the book. ** Di questi 
V dMk** tujt lie, adver^ totbe Amnv, and the £^ di Kmt, htiubn 
Ptuit 'volgari, " f i IT unzione il Poccianti, c ii Valori, sopra citati ; m;i Io non 
« hp veduto se non // friim, stampato in ottavo." C/m. mtrv. 28. Tbts 
wdune is inUtled ** tmtn votoARt, «oova«vntb trANFATz ni i.oatifzo 

" Dr.* MEDICI, CHE FU T f TI ? A !■ A LEONE." Ccl ctmmtnic dtl mtdtiìm» SOfT» 
altMiù ir* tmi statai. Im Vim^ig m.d.liiii. From the c:i7ressioii mmMumut 
tmtftu, «e niglM: iaftv, the iImw poco» bad Mbre lieen printed, bat I have 

not been able to discover any tr.icc of a former impression ; and Apostolo Zeno, 
in his nous on Uk BibiitUcaJttJmn of F<NU»ini» «k ii. /. $9. EtU Vm, lyjj, 
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TTic Selve d* amore of Lorenzo de* Medici is a composi- 
tion in ottava rìma^ and, though it extend to a considerable 
length, deserves to be held at least in equal esteem with 
his sonnets and lyric productions [a). The stan/a in 
which it is written is the most favourite mode of versifica- 
tion auiougst the Italiani), and has been introduced with 
great success into the £nglish language. It was first re- 
duced to its r^Ur fiurm by Boccaccio, who employed it 
ia Hs heroic foaiaiiccst the Tbexide and die Fti»ittv^{i) i 

bat 



c^Kuly infbnns ut that tim is die only cdktMi ioiowii, ** ranic« edidooe 
delle poc«e dd IMagoifico.** A ▼ariation bowerer oecnn in the copies: 

the sheet marked with the letter O hariilg, ID tbe greater part of tbe cdidany 
been reduced from eight leaves to four, as af^tears by a defect in the numera- 
tion of the pages. This is generally osdentood to have arisen from the scru- 
poloaa delicacy of the printer, who, having discovered some indecent pieces in- 
serted from the Cairxcni a bailo, cancelled the leaves in iuch copies as rcniuincd 
Hn*o)d- Hence the copies whidi cuuuua the ihcct O cumpleat, have, in the 
pervcfse eidaiation of bibliographers and collectors, ac(|uired an addiliaaal 
value. On an examination fhr pieces thus omitted, 1 have however some 
dottbtSf whether the reason above assigned be the true motive for the camion 
of dw printer { acaatkmwhtt I cooonve was ratihcroeeadoaedhf on appre- 
hension of the censures of the inquisition, for having unaccountably blended in 
the same poem &ome pious stanzas, with others of a more terrestrial nature» 
giving the reader the least notice of to uexpeciied a cha^ of Milli* 
nMiit» The vrorks of Lorenzo were reprinted* «itli the addition of sereral 
pieces, at Bergamo, in octavo, in 1763. 

(«} This poem has been several times printed. The earliest edition which 
I baie seen is ** h^nm im fuan ftr Hùngjtm» S mt h m ml si.ccccc«iii « A' xr 

" Ji Lugli» " under the title cf, jtamze bellissimk et ornatissine intitu- 

LATB I.S StLWB B* AMOKS COMPOSTS ML ILACMtFlCO LOKSKZO DI rUSO 01 CO- 

Sim Di' MtMCt. It.mu again printed by Uatthk Ftgan at Vcaie^ n> 15S4, 

and is also inserted in the Aldine and Bergamo edition of his worlds. In the 
last>inentioned edition it is however preceded by thirty j/mbwi which fona a: 
poem entirely disdnec in its subject,, though not tnlierior in merit-t aad th* 
veadierovgbt to commence the perusal of the ^hm4*mmt at Ac thirtf fine 

■lanza. " Defe temi leipiri t tanti cmti." 

{i) Crttdm. i, v. /. 200. Mwmi Jatrit dti Dttamtmut /• 51. 
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but the poems of Ariosto and of Torquato Tasso have CHAP, 
established it as the vehicle of epic composition (a). These 
j/aaze were produced by Lorenzo at an early age, and aie 

undoubtedly the same of which Landino and Valori express- 
ed such warm approbation (3). The estimation in which they 
were held maybe determined by the many imitations which 
have appeared fiom Benivieni (<r), Serafino d'Aquila 

Politiano, 



(a) Notwitlistanding these ilhiiirious uuthnrlclcs, it may pcrhnpi he allow, 
able to doubt, whether a series of sunzas be the most digtble mode of nar- 
ndag m cficf or indeed uif other «stennre kind of poem. That it w not 
natural, rmist be ndmitrcd ; for naturally vre do not apportion the expression 
of our sentiments into equal divisions ; and that which is not natural, caaaot 
b general long lie pletdng» Hence the works of Ariosto, of Tun* and of 
Spenser, labour under a disadvantage which it required all the vigor of ge- 
nius to surmount ; and this is the more to be regretted,^ as both the Italian 
and the English languages admit of co n yo s i i iona in Uuk vcfs^ pradnctlie 
of every variety of bmnonya 

eodem (Sentile, lepi- 

dum aJmodum, et expolitum, multiplex, varium, < < <p' < uin, elegans, ut nihil 
supra. Christophoros certe Landinus per ea tempora poeta et orator iasignis» 
viso cannine» in lioe» faiqiiìt» aeriliend! gsneret eeten» Medne e on trov e i sia sa> 

perabit : id quod etiam suis scriptis tcstatutn rcliquit. Nec mirum quum in* 
genium alioqui maximum, vis ingens amoris accenderit. fW. m vizi, /. 8. 

(i-) / diUttnirlì ameri rfV mrrrr' C,ir:ì,tmt Btnivitni Fiorentini, printed at Venice, 
bf Nictia d'ArittetiU M itrtara, detta Loffim»^ 1537, with another poem intJtlcd* 
Cdcirib MSiwìM di/ Jl>wr«s^^ 

Bojardo. This piece flf Bcni^ad it aot printed in die general edidon «f bis 
works. Vt». 1584» 

(i) Siraixttctii Ji Strafne d'Aquila. This celebrated poet nnd improvvisa- 
tore, A quo," says Paolo Cortese, " iu est verborum et cantuum conjunctio 
'* iBodnlata aeia* ut nìlùl fieri possct modomm nttiooe dukhu»** was hmi 

in 1466, and died in I500> Tirah. Storia dtììa Lit. hai. -u. vi. farlf 2. /. 154, 

Hit works bave bcca frequently printed, but the edition roost esteemed is that 
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CHAP. Politlano (^i), Lodovico Martelli {ò), and others ; who seem 
^' to have contended with each other for superiority in a spe- 
cies of poetry which gives full scope to the Imagination, 
and in which the author takes tlic liberty of expati;\ti;v? 
on any subject, which he conceives to be likely to en- 
gage the attention, and obtain the favour of his mistress. 

Among the poems of Lorenzo de* Medici, which have 
been pxesenred for three centuries in manuttx^Mv in the 
Lauientian Libtarjr, and which are g^ven to the public 
for the first time at the close of the present work (r), is 
a beaiitilul Ovidian allegory, intitled Ambra^ bnog tihe 
name of a small bland, formed by the river Ombrane, near 
Lorenzo's villa at Poj^gio Cajano, the destruction of which 
is the subject of the poem. This favourite spot he had 
improved and ornamented with great assiduity, and was 
extremely delighted with the retired situation, and ro- 
mantic 



of Florence, by the Gnintl, In 1516. Zeno has cited no less linn sixteen 
editions of the work* of Serafino, die latest of wUch is in the jear 1550» BA% 
ltd, V. i. /. 429. 

(a) Some of these ^/«MM of PolHiano were fir&t published in the edition of 
hU «offa bf GMÙao, PaJua, 1765 ; bat, being there left imperfect, I have 

given acompieat copy in Appendix, -is they have been preserved in tlie 
Laurentian Library. <f. Iì^m. Luì. BìL Lour. t. V./.51. A». XXXVII. 

{b) 6'/!»» ;o iri/r i^Mnw, printed in the works of this author, /'/«r. 1548. 

(f) About a dozen copies of these poefns were printed in the year 1791, 
chiefly for the purpose of regulating the text ; which have since been distri- 
bated by die editor tmoiftt his friends. This he thinks it necessary to men- 
tion, to prevent any misapprehemkn OH the pm af tliose ioto vhoce hands 
such volume may chance to fall. 

7 
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piiaMc aspect of the place [a). He was not, howerer, 
without 4ppreh«B8loQ8 that the rapidity of th« river might 
àttttoj hia impcovanents, which misfiMrtune he endear 
ttflffetf 'to'^'pwm '1>j ikMÙblè 'fMKcaiiÒmii hot hia 
fumi ^èi^'^itfRa^ ; -^an Ifetimdatldii 'toot -shtit^ and 
aweeping away Ms labdm^, left him no conaòlàtloà bvc 
that of immoitaliùng his Ambra in the poem iuMr alluded 
to(^). The aaiùe stahza is employed by Lorenzo in his 
poem on hawking, how also first published under the title 
ef La Caccia col Falcone. This piece is apparently founded on 
a real incident. The author here gives us a very circumstan-> 
tial, and at the same time a very lively account of this once 
popular diversion, from the dq)arture of the company in the 
aiòniib^, <b'fi!Ìèi»1^taM9n^]a^ seètfd 
lf'>ÌÌótt')MiaH)^it f«ii|2^1dlé^'>^lMgi^-1ife'À^uentl7' 
pntook of the dhrèmona of hunting and-óf ^>B^mil^^ tté 
latter of which \i^]g^^ tnùi^^mtrflf^fy^ In dui 
poem, whfwjBbfhfc^imhW jii<]to<io4>w<^ mjuiyrf lus com- 

joitaoq nor: r v i.1 W .••<• ■ * • paniont 




POODM 



(«) Lanrcadiu Medket 
(nt Ittdixenm) n ii i i fwrHn fc , gnnuyglnibwiinf itti^iaetffc^cifgm hfco. 
ram. iU.W£Mr.rm^^^^f^,JS^,ns]j ^ rJVJ 

(^) This is not the only occasion on whi^h ÀàAra has been celebrated in 
the language of poetry. Politiano has ffiyen the same title to his beautiful 
Latin poem devoted to the praises of Homer \ the close of \yhich, \% a par* 
• dociipihm ef tUi à^i;^^,^ spot, which w^f .ót tbftt ||ni»thmigU to be 
~*]y secured agawst t&e tarbokmee fif .dkt BoM : ' \ ' 

" Ambra mei lourearis amor, qnam oomlger Umbro . 
<* Umbro «cnex eennit, domino gradstimlu Arno ; 

.«.^Daii«iuiia'4ayfem^«i4 «ttfMM 

(r) Circa qnoqoe pnetorióm Gijanitm, .<inod regsdi magnificentla a funda- 
mentisercxit.prydia habult proventas maximi, et nnisnitiuis plurime, quibus 
in locis frequens csset venation thm deditos, sed multo magis talconum ct ejus* 
modi avfam Yotodbm». fém»ìm «M imr* #• isi* • 
. VOL* !• J.W N 
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panions by name, the reader will find much nativje huiaout^ 
and a striking pictuj^e of the manners <^ the tinwsf- liJOilj'rff 
-Ksbi.'O ori suufiolaim lioUb/r fUln^mvroiqmi ahi i(Oij..rjli 

flferious charac^r. His Altercazicfu^^pi. poem 
explanatory of the Platonic philosophy, has before attraaed 
our notice ; but notwithstanding this attempt has great 
merit, and elucidates with some degree of poetical orna- 
ment a^ry and difficult subject, it is much inferior to his 
moral poems, one of whi^ _ in particular exhibits a force 
o^ cxpressioi», a gr^dw^ aw4 ! cleyatjon, pf sentimeqt,^ /Ojf 
which ^£re^^c^x|i^.^;]]^AC» q^fiHif, «wji.Fiy* 

^nbnud ìo «aoicisvib sdj ìo jtoojTfiq 

-/no-» &ÌH IChe par che gB ooehrcdbMfillli«4(ild8Ì^ imsoq 

?/>oiri£C2 Onde veder la vt riià non pnnno ; 

Svegliad ornai ; contempla, ogni tua 0{tra. . - 

i»tulUi<] ,intQjf?nto.djjmùJ ^ ^-^^ e fallacei| .,i/_„..^^„,^l 

•<j<I<J fimJi/i JIy •Att&dwiii iilh ragione è.aopnbi.nu ;<nriwt(>s;i r ) 

j f !, ..,fr.,i,i«<J!wiSìb'utaittte,;.ovycr n ' : ?:irf (4) 

fuìijk». i; Ove per più 8'aff"erma esser la pacej j ■>-!.■: ì : t^if» 
•■' '• ' Fbosa alla dignità del tuo intelletto, *' * - » '< ' ' ' 
Non dato per se^mr cosa, mortale, . , , ■ -, 
Ma peidièttvciliJIddoperniaoHm , 
.ou per ^p6neS9^^^iilll|o Tale jj^ir». oirfm'J ** 
Quel, eh' altri chiama ben, dalttalkpift^milt» 
Che 1 oriente dall' occidentale. ^ 
. ' Quella vaghezza, eh' a gli occU ha pypfiqj^c^j 

. Amor, e cominciò ne' teneri anni,> / jvi -s- *! • i i. 
D'ogni tuo ^lre»Mi^^%ÌMto. '<^^^ ' ' 
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Brieve, f!a'ace, falsa, e pien d' affanni, ' CHAP./ 

Ornata in vista, ma c poi crude! mostro, V. 
Cile tien iupi e dciiin ^oito i bd paoni. ■ " ' 

Sft^aci^ ib*:idel iMMor lai piinu:'p«ite^ l '■. 
Reao aTCue^ildÉauttin, qwf io f Jtt> mcnbby ' 

Pensa, se tanto tempbj Ingegno, ai|ft«b' 

Aves-i volfn i>\ più fn'?st() desio, ' 

la pou cóli iior iji patsi consolai te. ' ■ ■ 

Se véP4fr|biMll^«i»«^ più pio, 1 r'^rr i u./i* 
Po n e n hH iP p«r ti U»nay<«(^qMta^':i '> VT 

Conosceresti me*, s' ò buono o ifctt * : . ^À'-i t ' i' 
Dell etì^ tu.t la verde ptlmrtvera ■' •■ ■1 

Hai >;( 'Hill inni a, c iV)r.-c ral fia il reSttt» -'"i ' * 

Fin ciie ikl verno ùa ruitima sera ; ' ii /d'i 
Sotto AlM^viitfii^ e >lb^ ti» ì^liittMld, / i^^' 

Che vien dal cuor, ha causato qucttiit ^ 
(^esti tristi .^r-^^.l:^i tptzzz ' " " 

Leva dal collo tuo quella catena 
Ch' avoUo vi tenea Èdsa ìxììan^A : l 

E h.'¥itÈÉ?ifiÈm6È^ 'iSA ^ \taim^'-<'h. • ^ :«> i v ? h 

Leva dal ciuor,='^e fa il governo < ' -^f'* 

Di te, la parte più bella e sereitf i»' X'"''^''^ ^ ' 
Et sottometta qtie^ta suoi artigli ' fi-)i'""iq,'! '( ' 1' 
Ogni disir al suo voler contrario, '^'^ 
Con mag^or forzai -<é^?db/ maggior consigb*, ' 

Non drkà |}& Ià~irtìkijÉèÈtìré^ o*"^' lA - 

.iii»^ri"> èli .ih .'l '^n; crii j Liu; -^.-ji-.n ^iii t^i/i' 
•il, .■•■ipiii 

Rise from thy trance, my slumbering genius rise. 
That shrouds from truth's pure beam thy torpid eye8 ! 
Awake, and sec, since reason gave the rein 
To Ion denre, thy every work how vain. 

" ' UK a ■ : • Ah ■ 
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■ CB AF. Ah think how false that bliss the mind explore*, 

V« In futile honour^, or utUx>uzuled stores ^ 

^■■^ How poor-(lift1)éU that vouUlby steps dficoy ' 

To sensual pbuMit^ and undMwubyioyo.fr^j'T H^CI 
Rouse all thy powers, for better use desigoed, ' 
And know thy native dignity of mind ; £ 
Not for low aims and morta} triumphs given, ' i 
It* ineaiu exerdoii,.9fli4l>>. 

Hast thou nitii y» Ak^ &SB^mc9rmi4«^^ 
Twfact empty pleasure, and substanùal gooàìiv 
Not more opposed — by all the \vis,e cOnf^t, 
The rising orient from the farthest west. 

Doom'd from thy youth the galling chain to prove 
Of potent hflBQi^j jiaidiin)p0dQ|is,l0v^i:' h}. [ 
Thdr tyiaiit nib hiwhllii^ea 9tt AgritImM:» ri r 
And marr'd the promise of thy ^lycgWHife 
Tho' beauty's garb thy wondering g^sse may win. 
Yet know that wolves, that harpies dwell within. 

Ah think, hpw fair thy better hopes hM ^ped. 
Thy ^riddy enmg steps h^^fs^^il^ j , , f 
Thhilc, ifthy4lBW4i:pp^\iw^il»^kn«^ 
Ere this the glorious pri^M beoa thine (jpHtJ :i 
Kind to thyself^ thy clear discerning will,, »:y j.[ 
Had wisely learnt to sever good from ill.; 
Thy spring-tide bot^v qoasum'd in va,ia de%ht. 
Shall the aame fiilllp; dose thy in^try night ì 

vain pretexts of beautyf^^ijti^t^fji^f tnyty ) 
And nature's frailty, blunting reason's i^Stf^iiiy-yH* 
—At length thy long-lost liberty regain. 
Tear the strong tie, and break the inglorious chsun. 
Freed from iGdse hopes, assume thy native powers, 
Apd.glve to Reason's rule thy fiiMre hotii»f . 
»To her dtaofiiiiDn yiekl thy trusting soul, 
And bend^ wi^es to her strong control ; ; | 
Till love, the serpent that destroy 'd thy rest, 
Crush'd by her band shall n^ourn hit humbled crest. 

Tlie 
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The sacred poems of Lorenzo de' Medici, disdoguished 
hy the names of Orazioni^ and Laude (a), have been several 
times printed in various ancient collections, from which 
they were selected and published (with others by diflereat 
persons of the same family) by Gonacci at Florence, in 
the year 1680 [b). The authors of the other poems in this 
cdlecdoa are Liiexeda the maàua of Lorenzo, Pier Fmi» 
ceeeo his cou^ and Beiwdo d* AlamàanL de' Medid; 
but the reputalioii of L^Mcnlb as « poet will not be mudi' 
flMieaied bf our a sd go i n g t» Bm a decided sajteriontj over 
bU kindred. The poems of Lorenzo need not, however, 
die equivocal approbadoa of comparative praise, as they 
possess a great degree of positive excellence. In the follow- 
ing beautiful and affecting address to the Deity, the subli- 
mity of the Hebrew original is tempered with the softer 
notes of the Italian mu»e (f ) : 

OIUU 



(«} Of the union of poetry and mat ic in the Ltudt SfiriiutJi, or sacred 
aongSf Dr. Borney hn traced the origin fn Italy, Kasgnen aspecmieii of 

A hymn to the Triiih7, with the mti 1 , o early as the year 1336, from the 
MS< «rhìch be bad bimseUT cootuited in tbc Mi^giiabccbt JLibnrj. v. tìùt. *f 
Mnjr, «1/. U. fig, Safi. 

LUCKiziA SUA MADKi, / altri dtlU tiuiM fim^itu^ Matgilt 
twrtdtot fer FrmmunCitiuun. hFirtmu t6io. 

{() Since the above was written, I have discovered this hymn to be a para- 
phrase of " TU Sure: Scii£, or Hjmu cf Regntroiitm," in the Pjauudtr of Hermes 
Triamegistus { who is said to have been the lawgiver of Egypt* and the in* 

TentOf of hierCf^lypMr '.vritinjr, nnt! tn have lived sixtrcr; rrnt-^irif^ fiefore 
ChrUt. In the l«aurcnti;ui Ubniry {tLu.xxx. C»4Ì.%. "u. Borni. Cat. 1.668.) 
it a tnnutatkm of this work frmn the Greek by Reiiio» bearing the data of 
t4^3( and dedicated to Qn'.mo de' Medici ; from which Lorenzo nndonbtedly 
muubtcd or imiuted the cn»aiag poem. Tb« tranilation by Fkìdo ^Iso ap- 
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CHAP. 

V- ORAZIONE. 

Oda if sacro inno tutta h<|i;itura. 
Oda la terra, e nubilosi e foschi 
Turbini, e piove, che fan l' aere QCCUIlp ' " 
■ ' ' Silenaj ombrosi, e solitari boschi : ' ' , ' • 
Fbiatie venti : udite deli il canto» 
r' ' IBtadid S onalo flcMiiorciMMGlit 
. n cteator^ e 1 tutto, e l' uno^ b ona» I 
Qtic?te sacre orazion sicnò esaudite 
Deli' immortale Dio dal cerchio pptO*.; 
Il Fattoi canto, ch.e ha distribuite , • 

Le tene i c '1 del faihiipa i e quel ^ miai^ 
€3ie lien 4eU' oc^ doH ic^ juadt^ 
Per nutrimento ddl* qnuna prole ; 

Per quale ancor comanda, sopra splenda 
Il fuoco : e perchè Dio adora e cole* 
Grazie ciascun con una voce renda 

A Ini» die ptwi i dd ; qual làn « tnttr - - 
Qea» e toamm da lui natura prenda* 
. Questo è solo e vero occhio della niente, 
, ; ^ Delle potenzie ; a lui le laude dfft^' > ' 
Questo riceverà benignamente. 
O ferae mie, coetui lolo hudate, 

«irà delP abna quatto aiidiir > 
laii^ oooilmue afia nb viAiiiiatew 

... ' • • 




peus ia llù printed works, t/e/. ii. /. 789. t^. Par. 164! . An Engllih version 
rf tbe rame author, said to be from the Arabic^ bj Dr. Eventrd, wai pab- 
lifhed at London bjr 71mm/ Brtnturt l6jt7. I teutéf MCd eten^ that dw' 

•athenticky of this dr.nbtfn! ; ir Vi-hj^ .r;™" ""ally regarded ai apkm 

fifMd, produced about the *c«ond ccutury of the Ciiristtao «ra* 
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Santa è la cognùùon, che del tuo lume 

Splende, e canta ilitutrato in allegrezza 
jy intellì^U luce il mio acume. 

O fatte mie polMMiir ia-gna doleesa 
Meco cantate» p •picti,ii^ ,cp8taot}, ,^ 
Cantate la cottante sua feri^zi. 

1a mia giustizia per me il giusto canti : , 
laudate meco il tutto insieme e intero. 
Gli spirti uniti, e' membri tutti quanti. 

Canti per me h va;ita|te il vero, , . 
» :^ , . ^I»tl«i:l BpfO^ J»UQ|i, c^ti esso bene, 

O vita, o luce, da voi in nói viene 
La benedizion ; grazie t' ho io, 
ODio, da cui potenzia ogn^ atto viéile. 

^Pér me' aflèor delle parole sante ' '^-^ 
Riceve il mondo il sacrifìcio pio. ' 
Questo chieggon le forze mie clamante : 
- Cantano il tutto, e cosi son perfette 

• a'"<llÌ*Kll*rF'd«M vcglie'time qoal^ ì^rtA 
n tao dis»4ert^|fitcj «flette ; . ^, 

Ricevi il sacrificio, o santo Hc>.?j,j 
Delle parole pie da ciascun dette, 

O vita, salva tutto quel eh* è in me ; ,^ 
Le tenebre, ove i' alma par vaaegge d 
Luce jlj^in^ina tu» che luce 8e% . | . 

pgjfffpJ3^jÌ,vta)o too ksnenteieg^ ^ 

• y,^^^^ che spirto!» daaqw dai. 

Tu sol se' Dio, onde ogni cosa ha legge» 
L' uomo tuo questo chiama sempre mai ; 

ftwèb^ aria, acqua, eénà 'c* ha pregato. 
Far WfijéAi tptt ifia dbt deatd hèl 



sta 

CHAP. £ spao, come io son desideroso, > 

V> Ttcmr nfl too diab:fttii9i9l9 stato y 

FiiorditepÌQi !mjK.Tei«f.l'ÌpoiOk ^: 

• - . ' • • • • .i 

iUl itatuK, hear die «Àcnd tpògl' / 
Attend, Ò eanh» ^ Mkiim «inin ! ' 

Ye whirl w indi .irild that sweep along | ' 
Te darkening storms of beating rain ; 
Umbrageous glooms, and forests drear» 
And solitary deserts hear ! 
Be still, ye «bid<, wluitt to the Maker's pniie 
The creature tff his power aspiiea Ui.tofee to niie. 

O may the solann breathing *(^ind 
like iiioeiue riae beibitt die diTsoe. i 
vn\ext h^ «Aioae glory knows no bouiid. 

Great cause of all things, dweU« akme. 
Tis he I sine, whose powerful hand 
Baianc'd ihc skies, outspread the land ; 
"Wto moke from oceo'a-eipfea twaet waCett cua^ 
And bum icapkBdeot Ibrth ihe keyrm pyi ing flone. 

One general song of praise anse 

To hina nhose goodness ceaadeaa Iowa ; 

Who dwélb cnfhron'dlieyoad die ÉUaa, 

And life, and breath, on all bestows. 
Great fource of intcilect, bis ear 
Benign receives our vows sincere : 
RÌM then, my active powers, your tadt ftifliy 
And to him jour pniae» leiponsifeto niy viD. 

iwianer ot -tnat un^g aucain 

Of Pgjitj that poma an ft H^ff f Uancp 

O let thy strong reflected beam. 
My undemaadifl^ «peak bis ptaises 

My 
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Ify ioni, in ttedfint knr e wcok. 

Praise him wbote «m4 il erer sure : 

To him, sole jusf, my sense of right incline. 
Join every prostrate Uoib, my ardent spirit join. 

Let all of good tUs bosom fires. 

To him, sole good, give praises due ; 
Let all the truth himself inspires» 
Unite to sino- him only true. 
To him my every thought ascend. 
To him my hopes, my wishes, bend. 
From earth's wide bomub let louder fiynmi arise, 
ibid hit own word convey tiie pious sacrifice. 

In ardent adoration join'd. 
Obedient to thy holy will, 
Let an my fiuiiilties combin'd. 
Thy just desires, O God, fulfil 
From thee deriv'd, eternal king. 
To thee our noblest powers we bring : 
O may thy hand direct our wandering way, 
O t»d thy light arise, and cha^e tlie cioudi away. 

Eternal spirit ! whose command 
Light, Life, and being, gave to all ; 
O hear the creature of thy hand. 
Mm, cnrniant on thy goodness call : 
1^ fiie^ by water, idr, and earth. 
That soul to thee that owes its bfrih. 
By these, he supplicates thy blest repose, 
Absent from thee no rest his wandering spiik knows. 

The Italian language had not yet been applied to the 
purposes of satire, uaiess we may be aiiovsred to apply that 
VOL. I. o o name 
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name to tome parts of the Omme^ of Dante» or ilie un- 
published poem of Burchiello before noticed. The Beoni {a) 
Rise of the of LorcHZo de* Medici is perhaps the earliest productioia 
jo^eittiim jIj^^ properly ranks under this title ; the Ccintt Carnascia- 
iescbi, or carnival songs, which we shall hereafter notice, 
and which are supposed by Bianchini to have set the first 
example of the jocose Italian satire, being a very different 
kind of composition {ò). This piece is also composed in 
terza rimay and is a lively and sevece reprehension of drunk- 
cnness. The author r^resenta himadf as i«tiiroing» after 

ashore 



(<i) The Bunt, or Simpttìt of Loroso» wu firn pofalished by the Giantii 
at Florence, 1568, with the sonnets of Burchiello, Alamanni, and Risoluto; 
and was afterwards inserted in the third volume of the coUettion of the Oftrt 
Barltitk, printed with the date of (London) 1733. In the former edition 
many of the objectionable passages are omitted, whidi are however re«COMd 
in the latter. The editors of the poems of Lorenzo, published ar Rrrp-imo 
in 1763, have again njutik-ted this poem, having tot;i]ly omitted the bth capi- 
tolo, Hi mancantt e licenxjM. In all the editions the work is left imperfect, 
and ends in the midst of the 9th capitolo ; after which, in the edition of I566« 
it is added, " Ditin clf tl HUgnifit» Juftrt latti» l" tfira t»ù im^fttte." 

(b) " Or questi Ctmti Citnwd»lt»thi, fatti per intrattcaere aliegnunoite il 
** popolo» io gli eomlden» come non «obineiite pritni, un pandi awwwwnmid 

" altresì della giocosa satira Italiana; a quali aggiugncrc dobbiamo T Bnm,c 
** La CtM/agmia Jil MamitUacd», componimenti dello stesso Lorenzo de' Medtci( 
** IqnaKfttroooacriRi da qod grand* uomo per sollievo ddk pabMiclie gravose 

" occup3/I'::ii, f dagli studj più sublimi delle itienzc, Sic." Bìanciìaì, della ja- 
tira JtaUma, f- 33. Ed' Fir. 172^ La Ctmpaguia del MaMullauù was not how- 
ewwrìtten by Lareoio, though it has frequently been auribnled to hnn. In 
the earliest edition I h.tvc seen of this poem, which is without a date, but was 
probably printed before the year 15001 it appear* without the name of its 
author. A more complete copy is to die sonetti of BordiiellOk Afau 

manni, and Risoluto, by the Gfauli ittljdS, where it i« attribated to Lorenzo 
de' Medici ; but it is by no means possessed of those chanctetistk excelienciei 
that distinguish the generality of his works. 
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a short absence^ to Florence ; when, as he approached C 
towards the Foria tit Faew^j^ he met many of his fcUow- 
citlzens, hastening along the road with the greatest preci- 
l^tadon. At length he had the good fortune to perceive 
an oM acqiudntance, to whom* he gives the appellation of 
Baitolino, and whom he requests to e]q>lain to him the 
eauie of this strange commotion. 

Non aitrimente a parete ugelletto, 
Seutendo d' altri ugèlli i dold versi, 
'Sòldo In cammin, si volge a qudl' cffetlo; 

Così lui, benché appena può tenersi. 
Che li pareva al fermarsi fatica ; 
Che e' non s' acquista in fretta i passi persL 



•—As when s<Hne lurd a kindred note diat hears. 

His wdl-known mate v^ith note responsive cheers. 

He recogniz'd my voice ; and ar the sound 
Relax'd bis speed ; but diffiruh lie found 
The task to stop, and great fatigue it seem'd. 
For whilst he spoke, och mmnent lost he deem'd; 
Then thus: 

Bartollno informs him that they are all hastening to the 
bridge of Rifredi, to partake of a treat of excellent wine, 

— die prcsd ftcd ilend piedL 

That gives new vigour to the crippled feet* 

He then charaeierizes his numerous companiona, who^ 
ahhoo^ auflidently diacfiniinaced in other respects, aU agree 

oo a io 
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CHAP, in their insatiable thirst. Three priests at length make 
^* their appearance j Lorenzo inquires 



Colui chi è, che ha rosse le gote ì 

E due con seco con Umj!;he mantella ì 
Ed eì : ciascun di loro è sacerdote j 

^uel eh' è più graàso, è il Piovan dell' Anteiia, 
Perch' e* ti paja stnccurato m viso, 
Hz sempre seco pur la mctadeHa ; 

L' altro, che dfieto vkn con doke tiao. 
Con quel naso appuntato, lungo, e strano, 
Ha fatto anche dd ber suo paradiso ; 
Tien dignità, ch'è pastor Fiesolano, 
Che ha in una sua tassa diyoàoiie. 
Che ser Anton seco ha, suo cappeUaao. 

Per ogni loco, e per ogni stagione. 
Sempre la fida tazza seco porta, 
Non ti dico altro, sino a processione } 

£ credo questa fia sen\pre sua scorta» 
Quando lui muterà paese o xiattc, : - - 
Questa sarà che picchiò Ja poita : - 

Questa sarà con lui dopo la morte, • 
E messa seco fia nel moniinento, 
Acdochè morto poi lo ricontbrtej 

;E questa lascerà per tastasnentf)., 
Noahu m visto afiropeisioQ» giiandl'clU -, 
Oh' ognun si fermi, fa comandamento ì 

E i canonici chiama suoi fratelli j 

Tanto rhe tutti intorno li fan cerchio, 

i. mentre io ricuopron co' manteiii, ' 

Lui con la tazra, •! viso h coperchio. 



With 
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With rosy chedu who follows next, my friend, CHAP. 
Aiid«^ tfw gownnttthttliutteptattnid? 
^Three pfioui priettt— ^ cbief in òae and [dacea 

Antella^'s rector-— dwwt his vacant face ; 
He, who, vAth easy srmle and pointed nOH^ 
In social converse with the reaoj gops» 
Of Fe«ulc a digtiihed divine, , 
Ibi wisely placed his papa^ifjS ^noe» 
The,&Tou|ite qip th«^ all iili «w 
IVithm whose chck Ùs derotiaii lic$» 
IBs faithiixl curate, Ser Antonio brings — 
—See, at his side the goodly vessel swings. " 
On all occadons, aud where'er ^ bends 
way, t^ iinple^ikent its lont.fk^t^ds -, 
Or morp cfiiciQvi^ mpsches on fecforc, 
Rcpares his road, and tinkles at the door ; 
This on his death-bed shall his thoughts employ^ ' 
And with him in his monument shall lie. 
Hast thou not seen — if e'er thou chanc'd to meet, 
ThejbnLproceaion moving through the itreet» 
As die Kv^edor itttiM bla coraniand» 
HQs sable brethren dose around him stand ; 
Then, whilst in plou* act with hands outspread. 
Each vrith his cassocii. shrouds lùs leader's head. 
His hcc the toper covers with his cup, 
And ibe prayer be ended, drinki it 

The fiery temperament of an habitual drQnkanl'ls de- 
mifhfd hj thiP ]fi})lp7m}iig wbioMijcal Jbyperbole ; 

Cone & ipimto ^ tern qioeU' «moie» 
Did fieto spntO) ndl' «rido «malto, 
XJtàtA indeme l'umido e*l icalore.j 

3 



£ poi 
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Q ^ P, .£ poi qudla virtà* che viea da atto» 

y. Li diede spirto, e naoquoie un mióocliio» 

' ' £ inanzi a gU occhi nostri prese uasalto. 



He sneezM ; and as the burning humour fell. 
The dust with vital warmth began to swell, 
Hot, moist, and dry, their genial powers unite. 
Up sprang a frog and laipt befeie our si|ght. 

So expeditious was Lorenzo in his compositions, that he 
is said to liave written this piece nearly cxienipore, im- 
mediately after the incident on which it was founded took 
place (a). Posterity ought to regard this poeminith particular 
favour, as it haa led the way to aotne of the most agreeable 
and poignant productions of tbe Italian poets, and is one of 
the earliest models of the satires and ca^oS of Bern! (6), 

Nellie 



(«) Ex Caregio mo In nriiein fcdkni, SatTnin in bibicet , ai^Bmcqta e le 

nato, inchoavit simul et absolvit ; opui in suo genere consumroMÌHtIllian, ttlì- 
bus plurìmis et lepore conditum. Fuit «ptm is 1k>c homine rum gravitate or» 
baaitas multa* Qaiun jocabatur, aihil Uiarni* t vnm mordebat niiiil aspe- 
ffioa* ysbr, im viti Imr, 14» 

(h) Francesco Berni, availing himtelf of tbeemnpiesof BwdUello,Tnuee^ 
Luigi Pulci, and Lorenzo de' Medici, cultivated this branch of poetry with sucb 
success, as to bave been generally couidered as the inventor of it ) wbence it 
Ins obtaiaed the aanw of BtrmAt. Tbe cbeneteristie of this poetrf it 
an extreme simplicity of provincial diction, wM h th- Italians denominate 
Ui§iitm, The most extravagant sentiments, tbe most severe strokes of satire» 
are expressed in a manner *o natural and <aiy, that the anthor himaelf leemx 
ii:ic nscious of tbe effect of his own work. Perhaps the only indication of a 
similar tasu in this country appears in the writingt of the fiwedous Peter 
Pbdwt but iritli tUt jiirtiiicrioii> -that the wit of the XkalisBS i^ncraDf eon- 
Ate b llvwgf aiAiouiiGal ìnpoftuct to suljecti In thaudm ridicahue «r 
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NdU (a), Ariosto (^), BentivogUo ), and others, who form CHAP. 

ft nmneront dm of writers, in a mode of compoutioii '- — 

aluuMC peciiliAriD the natives of Italy. 

Italy has always been celebntted tat die talents of its aumCmiA 
Bt^wms^m^ or extempore poets. Throughout Tu». 

cany, in particular, this custom of reciting verses has for 
ages been the constant and most fayoitrite amusement of the 
villagers and country inhabitants. At some times the sub- 
ject is a trial of wit between two peasants j on other occa- 
sions a lover addresses his mistress in a poetical oration, ex- 
pressing his passion by such images as his uncultivated fancy 
suggests, and endeavouring to amuse and engage her by the 
livelieat sallies of tnimour. These ledtations, in whidi 

die 



contemptible, whikt that of our countryman is for the most part shews iaren* 
deriag things of importance ridienkMtt. The priiidpel work of Berni fs hit 
OrUuub Imaaauraio, being the poem of Bojardo, newly versified, or rather tra- 
Tcstied ; in the third book and 7th chapter of which he has introduced, with* 
oat BiDCii ceremoiiT'i Mme pirtkulam of Ui own Uitoiy* whiidb tbe render 
may HOC bé diapkaMd co Ibkl in the Appendix, No. XXXVIII. 

{a) The $.itircs uf Pietro NidK were poUislMd under the naiae of Andrea 
da Bergamo, /^m. 1546, 1584. 

(A) fn the satires of Ariosto, the anthor ha-; faithfully recorded his family 
ciictmutances and connexions, the patronage with which he was honoured, 
and the nordficatiooi and dbappointments whidi he fipom time to time expe- 
rienced : whilst his independent spirit, and gcncrom resentment of the oppres- 
sive mandates of his superiors, are exhibited in a lively and interesting style* 
IndeOrln^Arwit we adronetJiepoett but intbeiaiàttof Arioftowe at* 
finniliariiad wkbi and Ion die nan* 

(«) Ercole Bentivoglio was of the same family that for many yean held the 
sovereignty of £ol ^;r. i. His satire^i do hi;n intinite credit as a poet, and an 
scarcely ioienor to tho&c of Ariosto bis 1< leud ^md contemporary. 
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CHAP, the eclogues of Theocritus are realized, arc deliitar«d la d 
V' tone of voice between speaking amd «inging, «4 aie AC* 

^'^^^ companied with the consent motion ot one hìud, a* if ito 
measure the time and fégulate the harmony; but they 
have an additional diann from the umpticky of die covmtry 
^alecty which abounds with phrases highly natural and 
propmte, though incompatible with the precision of a regu- 
lar language, and forms what is called the Umrtia Omfadt- 
netca (a), of which specimens may be found in the writings 
of Boccaccio {h). The idea of adapting this ian^age to 



(4) Few attempu have hHA «aie fa Xlaglàlid » «ifapt the provÌBCMl . 
Mom «f the iiihfi> M*i*t* to the language of poetry. Neither the Sh/fitréTt 
Calendar o( Spenser, nor the Ptulorah of Gay, possess (h it n itlve (hnplicitjrp 
and clo« adherence to the maimers and language of country lii e, wUcb OQJCIit 
to finn the basis «f this Itiad of composition. Whether the dialect of S«otr 
land be more favourable to attempts of this n.iture, or whether we are to seek 
for tlie fact i» the cliaracur of the people, or the peculiar talenu of the writers, 
certain it is, that the iditom of that coaatrjr has been much more successfully 
employed in poetic;il composition, than that of any other part of these Viujj. 
domi» and that this practice may there be traced to a rtrj early period. In 
later time*, the beaotifut dramuie poem of Tit Gtmb »ifi»nHtntAStìué 
nisticity without vulgarity, <\nd clcgaut sentiment without affectation. Like 
the heroes of Homer, tlie cliaracters of this piece can engage in the homblest 
occupations "vnthout degradation* . If to this prodoctiOD m add rile Imndfal 
and interesting poems of the Ayrshire ploughman, we may venture to assert, 
that neither in Italy nor in any other country has this species of poctrj been 
cultivated with greater snceess. Th CtMr*i StikrJy Ni^bi is perh^ tm^ 
rivalled in its Had in any langtiage. 

{i) Dtcam. Gi»rii. \Hi. No v. i. Be ntivcgna del Mazzo being interrogated 
iHiithcr he went, replies (ÌM«ff, Strf, »• wrtià i« -ut infiw « Otti ftr aiemut 
wùmmmHhttftrHftMtttmmStnAamurriéU^milni^ A m^^fmli di mm m ett 
m^ha fallo r 'lchitiiirt ptr una ccmparigiont del partnterio ptr h ptritdaler tue il pùdict 
étldtficU. That the ancient Romans had also a marked distinction between 
the written tongue, and^dbieetcf diecoantry iohalàtants» may Iw niAiTed 
fi«m Ae lUloiring liaes of TSbttBni. Uh. W. Elfi- 3. 

Ipsa Venus laet«s jam nunc migravit in agroif 
Vcrbaque aratohs rustica discit amor. 
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poetrj- fint ocean ed to Lorenzo de* Medici, who, in hit c H A p. 
venes tntitled La Iftnaa daBartmtio{a)t hu left a very ^' 
pleaaing apedmen of it, full of Urdj tmag^ and rustie 
pleasaatty (b). This piece no sooner appestfied, than Luigi 
Pulci attempted io emulate it, in another poeitii mntten ini 
the same stanr.a, and called La Beca da D'tcomano (r) ; but 
instead of the more chastised and delicate humour of Lo- 
renzo, the poem of Pulci partakes of the character of his 
Morganti\ and wanders into the burlesque and extravagant. 
In the following century, Michelagnolo Buonaroti, the 
nephew of the celebrated artist of the same name, cm- 
ployed this style with great success In his admirable rustic 
comedy. La. Tmeia {d) ; but perhaps the most beautìlìil 

instance 



(«) 2\(»c4a li probably the nutic appellation of Lenona or Lortiauaa; tilut 
from L«rcmu, in the same dialect, is formed Ntwci* 2nd Rtnxa \ ad from the 
diminutive Larinxino, Nfscino and Cendno. In this poeTr^, ''ir -i-^tic, Vallerò, 
also addressee hi^ nii!>trc&& by liie augoientative of Ncbliozza. T^$e varia- 
tìont are frequenti^ used in the Florentine dialect to txpnn the cstìmatieii òi 
'which the subject of them is held ; thus ^nci /m, denote a certain rf-rrrr 
of aficction and tenderness, simiJar to ùus. which is felt for infants ) wbilst 
che angmentadvesof aecit» mttim, mt, tiMf uraallf fanffy lidicidc orc(iateiiipt4 

(I) As th* peculiar excaOcw* of driepoob oaaiuli in iti hàùg an caec 

transcript of tbeTuscaai iJiom, I sliall rc 1 lU-mpt to'cxhibit it m another laa« 
gvage t particularly ia a language which, if we maj judge from prcTÌoos at« 
tempu, ceeawecwvely «uic^tibU«f ilwlJadof jBompoah^ ASarMmm 
fjon tlie origiini wiU be fbttad in the Appendix, N0.XZXIZ. 

(«) pDblislied «itL UNmÌ0, ia tke Cmmh « Uk. Mr, ijfii. 

(«0 The kerned Anton Bfaria Sahriai Ina ^ven an excellent e^iion of 

this comedy, witli another by the same author, intitled La Fitra. Fimz. 1716. 
The annotations of Salvini npoa these pieces are highly and descrredJy 
esteemed* 

VOL. I« P P 
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CHAP, matance that Italy ha* produced* U the work of Franceaec» 
^' ■ Batdovim, who, towards the close of the last century, pob- 
fished his Lamento éS Cecco da Farht^go («] ; a piece of iai* 
uiltable vnt and àmpUcity, and which seems to have carried: 
diis spedes of poetry to its highest pitch of perfection. 

suwoftbciu- If^ during the darkness of tlie middle ages, the drama, 
that great school oi- human hte and mannert», as established 
among the ancients, was totally lost,, it was not without 
a subsdtute in most of 'the nations, of Europe, though of 
a very imperfect and degraded Idnd. To this factitious 
species tii dramatic r^resentadon, which led the minds.o£ 
the people from the imitation of .the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, and dosed their eyes to their excellencies, we 
are probably to attribute the slow progress which, in the 
revival of letters, took place in this important department* 
Innumerable attempts have indeed been made to trace the 
origia of the modern drama, and the Italians, the Ger- 
mans, the Spaniards, the French, and the English (^), 

have 



(«} An elegant edition of this poem was aho published at Florence in 1 755, 
in qnarto, with copious notes and illustnitkns by Orazio Marrioi ; in wkieh 
tbe editor has, with great industry and learning, traced tbehiitory of nutic 
poetry in Italy, from the time of Lorenzo dc' Medici, to whom he attribotes 
«he invention of it {Prtf. f. 10.}, to that of his author Baldovinii and has 
lUoitnttied tlie-itsf ki the-iaoct Jttdidknu mad sttàétetntf nanaer. 

(i) Sevcnl ti our mott cekbnieii-critSoliave unrmlf coatoBdeil'for the 

antiquity of the English stage, which they suppose may be traced higher than 
t&e Italian bj 150 jeart^ in proof of which is adduced the mirade-play of 
8ti Catherioe^ nid to be written hf Ged&yt aMMt of St. Albaii*i> mi per* 
formed at Dunstable in the year mo. v. Multat'i Shaki ftare, in Prtf. Hence 
we might be led to conclude that this miracle-play was composed in dialo^^ } 
but there is reason to cm^ecture that the whole consiRed in dbmli illcw» 
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have succMttvety daimed priority of each other. But ques- chap* 
tiona of thia kind scarcely admit of deciflioa. Imitation is ^g^^ 
Datura! to man in every state of Society ; and where shall 
Dve draw the line of distinction between the polished pro- 
ductions of Racine, and the pantomimes of Bartholomew- 
fair ? This propensity to imitation, operating upon the reli- 
gions or superstitious views of the clergy, produced at length 
that species of exhibition which was formerly known 
throughout Europe by the name of Mysteries ; but it ii 
pxobaUe, that for a long time they were merely calculated 

to 



and tiut the autbor's onl}- nYerit Iaj in the arrangement of the iocideau and ma> 
diiaery. Of the same naturt were ^grotesque eshlbidofu, wdl knowninthU 
country under the name of the harrowing of Hell. {Tj-rn-iit'i Cbauier, v. iv. 
/. a43>) Aod the represenutions at Florence, mentioned by Villani {Iti. riii. 
r; IO.) «Ad AaittiSrato (M. ìv.)* 'vBSaim a«, diatia the ytar. 1104* die inhit» 

hitantsof the district of S. Borgo publicly proclaimed th.it they would give an 
in&ight into the next world to those who would atund upon the bridge . of 
Cunn. A great luiinbcr of people ime aceordnigly coOected together to 
witness a representation of the infernal regions, which was displa7ed in boats or 
rafts upon the river. In this spectacle the damned appeared to be tonaeated 
hf demont in Tarions fbrnu, and iridi dreadful shrieks struck the spectator* 
with terror : when, in the midst of tlie performance, the bridge, which wis of 
wood. gaM way* and the oafortimate artcndaptt became the principal actors ia 
the drama . The intertudes preserved aaaoag the Hwleiaii MSS. said to IwTe 
been pcrfor][Jc ' i Chester In 1 327, aod adverted to byMr.Malone, are mani- 
fot ly ;uite<latcd by nearly two centuries; nor do I conceive It possible tO adduce 
a dramatic compuMtiooin the English language that can iodiiptttabljr be placed 
before the year tjOOi previous to which time il»ey were conUBOa la Itllf ( 
thouj^h possibly not so early as Mr. Malone allows, wlicn he infonns ',1=^, on the 
authority of the Htsiriomastix, that pope Pius II. about the year 1416, com- 
posed, and caused to be acted before him on Corpus Christi day, a mystery, in 
which was represented the court of the kingdom of hen ea. ^neas Sylvius, 
who assumed that title, was not rai&cd to the pontifical dignity till the year 1458. 
In d»e otensive catalogue of his writings hf Apostolo Zeno {Ditmf, ytu.) I 
find no notice of «iqr aucb composition. 

P P 2 
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CHAP, to airifee the eyet of the tpectaton; In tii« dttf of Hoceoee 
ihtj yi€n often prepared at the public espeuce» «ad at 

times by rich individuals, for the purpose of dufAxyiag; 
thàr wealth, and conciliating the public favour. Four 
days in the year were solemnly celebrated by the four dis- 
tricts of the city, in honour of their patron saints ; but the 
feast of St. John, the tutelary saint of Florence, was pro- 
vided, not at the expence of the pa^rticnKir district \vhlch 
bore his name, but of the city at large. I'he fabrication 
of these qpectacles employed the abiliti^ of die belt artista 
and engineers of the time (a). 

It was not, however, till the age ofLorenzo de' Medici 
that these ill-judged representations began to assume a more 
respectable form, and to be united with dialogue. One of 
the earliest examples of the sacred drama is the Rappresen- 
tandone of S. Giovanni e S. Paolo (^), by Lorenzo de' Medici. 
Cionacd conjectures ditf this piece was written at the time 
of the marriage of Maddalena, one of the daughters of Lo* 
lenzo, to Francesco Gibo^ nephew of Innocent VIII. and 
that it was performed by hiii own children; there being 
many passages which seem to be intmded as precepts for 
sudi as ace intmned with the direction, of a state, and 

which. 



(m) Vatmit vita it Cttca Ingtgatn t di FOiffa BrumtUttchi. 

{h) Of dus piece I have two ancient edition* witlutit dau $ «ne of which» 
prmteil at florenee hj Frmmt» Smmttrti^ bean aoCcient «r^noa of its having 
been published during the Kiè «f- the antlMr. * 8e errore alchuno»" ìaj% the 
editor, " trovate nella impressa opera, quello non aicriviate alle occupazioi» 
*■ del nostro magnifico Lorenzo ; scd indulùcacamcnte io imputale alla tmi- 
** fcestore % pencfaè eU èaokltc» che spinifica in omni re prudente, in nessuno 
" tempo è omipato; ma ocetipato è sempre che non c solerte." It is also 
republished by Cionacci amongst the sacred poems of Lorenzo and other*, 
fir. 1680. 
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which ptfticiiluly point out'the line of conduct which he ClTAP. 
and his ancestors had pursued, in obtaining and preserving ^i^^b 
didr influence in Flocence(«). The coadjutors of Lo- 
renzo in this attempt to meliorate the imperfect state of 
the drama were Feo Belcarì, Bernardo Pulci and his wife 
Madonna Antonia de' Tanini {ò). That Lorenzo had it in 
contemplation to employ dramatic cuinposition in other sub- 
jects is also apparent. Among his poems published at the 
end of the present work will be found an attempt to sub- 
Mitute the deities of Gicece and Rome, for die saints and 
martyrs of the Christian d>urch ; but die jealous temper of 
die nadonal religion seems for a time to have restrained the 
^Itoffem which -might otherwise have been expected in this 
hnportant department of lettene Some years after the death 

of 



(«) Sappiate che chi vuol popol regere, ■ 
Debbc pensare al bene immfsale, 
E cbi vuol ahri dalU error correggere,. 
Sforzisi prima lui di non far malC} • 
Pferò conviensi giusta vita eleggere, 
Perchè io esemplo al popol molto rale t 
E quel che fa il Sgnor^ fanno poi mohi» 
Che nel Signor son tutti gli occhi volti. 

It most be observed, that St. John and St. P^ul, llie Iicrocs of this drama, 
are not the personages of those names mentioned in the sacred writings, but 
two eunncbs, tttendaiit oa tkedani^Mar ct Coottantiae the Gnat, who are put 
to death bjr Julian the apuMe Ute thcb- adhcraioe to tk ChriitiaD Kligka, 

(/') A considerable rolltction of the .inclciit editions of the Raffruenta' 
Zini of the fifteenth century, printed witlwut date, and formeiijr >a the Pi> 
Belli library, hai faHea into mj Jianda* I may saj of them, trith Apoctolo 
Zeno* " trattone alquanti che ha&M qualche suco di buon sapere» '"^mhnia 
" però di .igro & di spiacevole, son rancidumi ed ineaic | cavate anche da le- 
" gende apocrife, c da impure fonti, con basto e pedeiCra idle, e d'arte prive, 
*« e di graata poetica.'* Anitt mila. MH* bd, A Art'a*. «« U /. 4S9. 
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c a A p. of Lorenzo, a more decided effort was nude by Bernardo 
— Accolti, in hie drama of Vhpmat founded on one of the 

novels of Boccaccio (a) ; and this again was followed at a 
«hort interval by the Sofonisba of Tristtoo, and tlie Ros» 
mitnda of Giovanni Rucellai, two pieces which are justly 
considered as the first regular productions of the diama in 
modern times. 

TktiwNM The ong^n of the mtiucal drtma^ or Ibdian opera, 
is by genenl consefxt attributed to Politiano, who gave the 
first example it in his Orfto, The idea of this «peciea 

of composition seems to have been first suggested by 
the Eclogues of the ancient Greek, and Roman, authoxa; 
nor do(» there appear to have been any extraordinary 

exertion of genius in adapting to music the sentiments 
and language of pastoral life : but it should be remem- 
bered, that the intrinsic merit of any discovery is to be 

judged 



(«) Dtt*m, Gitr. iii. Atfv. 9. Tlte alignment of thù piece is given bjr Ac« 
cold in die following uuetto, prefixed to the edhron of Fiori 1514: 

Virginia amando el Re guarisce, c chiede, 

Di Salerno el gran fmocipe in marito 1 

Qiial costretto a sposarla, e poi partito 

Per mai lumar fin lei viva si vede : 
Cerca Virginia scrivendo, mercede, 

ri principe da molta Ira assalito 

Gli domanda, s' a lei vtiol sia redico. 

Doe cooidision qnal Impoeelba crede» 
F^ò Virginia sola, e travestita. 

Partendo^ oga' impossibil conditioae 

Adeaipie al fin con pmdenria iafitiiia* 
Onde el principe picn d' amìrationc 

Lei di favore, e grazia rìrestlu 

Spoiii di amoTD coQ molM a&ctkoe. 
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judged ùÈ rather hj the soceoa with wBich it U attended, c H A P« 
than bf the diffieultiea that were Co be tomounted. Of the ^' 
plan and conduct of thit dramatic attempt, a particular ao 
eount has been given by a very judicious and amusing 
author {a). Little however is to be expected in point of 
arrangement, when we understand that it was the hasty 
production of two days, and was intended merely for the 
gratification of Gonzaga, cardinal of Mantua, before whom 
it w*as fust represented. Accordingly, its principal merit 
conttsts m the umpUcity and elegance of some of the Ly- 
tic pieces' ivttb which it ia interspersed. From the early 
editions of this poem, it appears that the character of Or- 
pheus ym first ezlnlnied by the celebrated Jki^wmt^ore 
Baccio Ugolini, whose personal obligations to the cau-dinal 
occasioned the introduction of the beautiful Latin ode, in 
which, by a singular exertion of the quidlibet audendiy the 
Theban bard is introduced singing the praises of the car- 
dinal, but which was afterwards superseded by the verses 
in praise of Hercules, generally found in the subset^uent 
editions. 

In a dedicatory epistle prefiked to ^s piece, and ad- 
dressed to Carlo Canale, the author, whilst he professe» 
himself willing to comply with the wishes of some of his 
friends by its publication, openly protests against the pro- 
priety of such a measure {p), A species of conduct which, 

in 



(«) >». Dr. Bunej'i Gim, Ktt. tf Miuie, v. it. /. 14. 

(f) Viva wliuiqae poi die «o(l «4 voi piace^ ma bea vi pMCHU) die tafe- 
pictà c una ezpressa cr eici i ; c di qMiW niO £Ì1ldìlÌ0 dClideiO DC da flNlUk. 
tfistola testiioooio. Pti^ tn trtf. 
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CHAP, ah inodero tiòiès^ miglit perhaps savour of afiectattoh ; but 

^' of this we may ttfdy acquit PoUtiano, who, in the midst 

of his learned labours, cettainiy regarded a slight composi- 
tion in the vulg^ toDg^ie at much bdow his talents and his 
character. ^ . 

cmfOrM. Doriog the time of caroival» it vas customary to cele- 
'^'^ brate that festival at Florence vrith extraordiaary magnifi- 
cence. Among other amusements, it had long been naual 
to collect together, at great expence^ laige proo^suons of 
people, sometimes representing the return of triumphant 
warriors with trophies, cars, and similar devices ; and 
at other limes some story of ancient chivalry. These 
exhibitions afforded ample scope for the inventive talents 
of the Florentine artists, \vl\o contended with each oilier 
in icndciing them amusing, cxLiavagaiil, or terrific. The 

pageantry was generally displayed by night, as being th|S 
season best calculated to conceal die delects of the peifonnp 
ance, and to asnst the ftncy of the spectators. It 
. ** ivas certainly,** says Vasari (a), *' an eactcaordinary nght, 
to observe twenty or thirty couple of horsemen, most 
*< richly dressed in q>propnate characters, with six or eight 
" attendants upon each, habited in an uniform manner, and 
** carrying torches to the amount of several hundreds, after 
*' whom usually followed a triumphal car with the trophies 
** and spoils of victory"— of imaginary victoriesi indeed, but 
not on tliat account less calculated to display the ingenuity 
of the iuvcutor, or less pleasing in tixe estimation of the 

philosopho'. 



(«} Fonai I Vila di Pitrt di Cmme, 
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philosopher. The promised gaiety of ùie evening wa» CHAP, 
sometimes aaexpectedly interrupted by a moral lesson, and ^' 
thè xrdst seized the opportunity of exciting those more 
serious emotions^ which the astonished beholders had sup- 
posed it was his intention to dissipate. Thus Piero di 
Conmo, a painter of Florence, appalled the inhabitants by 
a representation of the triumph of Death, In which nothing 
was omitted that might impress upon their minds the 
sense of their own mortalirj'^ (ii). Prior however to the 
time of i<oren70 dc' Medici, these exhibitions were calcu- 
lated merely tu amuse the eye, or were at most accom- 
panied by the insipid madrigals of the populace. ìt was 
he'who first taught his countrymen to dignify them' with 
sentiment, and add to their poignancy by the charms of 
poetry {6). It is true, the examples which he has himself 
given of these compositions in the Canti Carnascialeschi^ or 
carnival songs, being calculated for the gratification of the 

multitude, 



Of this cxhibitioD, which took place -«bout the year 1512, Vasari has 
left a very particular account, {viim dì Pitn éi Cuim.) The same aathor 
has preserved tin fbOin»'ing line« of the Cant diUt MirHt ^tuig upon dui 00- 
afion» whidi ms the conpoiitioD «f Anunu» Ahmm» t 

** Morti ■5Ìnm come vedete, 
" Cosi morti vcdrcm voi» 
*' Fummo gUi come voi siete, 
" Voi sarete come noi." 
The whole piece is published in the Catiti CerHotcialtubt, f. 131, Ed. 1559» 

[b) QHMto modo di festeggi.irc fa trnvrtto dal Mag. I-orcn/n de' Medio, 
tmo dei primi e più chiari splendori eh' abbia haruto non pure la illustrissima 
e nobilutima casa vottra» e fiicnse* ma' Itàà». ancora, « il' mondo tatto 
qttanto ; degno veramente di noa ester ricordato waà nè teasa bgrime» nè 
senza riverenza- " ' ' ' " ' 

B Imtm, aéiìg, frmum tf JHMM. <ìùiài CmnmdÀtà^ k frtf, Ikr, 1519. 

, VOL. 1. 
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CHAP, multitutle, and devoted only to the amusement of an cven- 
log, exhilnc not any great citCfgj tìf tlioiight, oor iw they 
^BdnipiSsbed by an eqiial degree of podkà omaoent mlh 
ibi» fkher wotka. Hiieur nexita are thcrcicxe pcindpall^r 
to be estimated by the purity of iKe Florentme. dkdoiif 
whkb 18 allowed to be there preserved in ita most unadul- 
tended 8ta{le(ii). The intervention and patronage of 'Lo- 
renzo gave new spirit to these amusements. Induced by 
hia example, many of his contemporaries employed their 
talents in these popular compositions, which were con- 
tinued by a numerous succession ot writers, till the mid- 
dle of the ensuing century, when they were diligently coU 
kaited bj Auon Fnmceaco Gmzim, commonly caOed S 
Iduca, and publiihed at Florence in tbe year 1559 [ò). 



(«) Tbece pieces, M well as the other poems of Lorenzo do' Medici» arc 
frequently cited by the acttdemidins ddl» Cnnca» m their celebnted dictkinary» 

M authorities for tbe Itxlian tongue j ami eonieijueutly c n j n^c a part of thofe 

workfy «ekctcd for the purity of their style, and known by tlie name of T uu 

(I,) This was not iMmcver tlte fine e£tioB of iJm C«Hif Cvmir<tilrjvif . 

Zeno, in his notes on the BM. Usi. of Fontanini (w. ii. /. 83.), has cited two 
e Jitioai printed without note of date or place, bat priarj,as he thought, to the 
year 1500 ; the first entitled Ctmum ftr Mian im Mmt^M,ihft latler BsBtltMt 
dktM^tlffi* Lorenza ,ic' Mtditi, S M. JiwtU Ptlixiantt, * di BtrnarJk Gittahrbwi, 
The edition of 1$ 5:9 is however the first general collectioa of these pieces, to- 
wards which a great number of the natives of Floccoce contcìlnited» Of this 
cdktea the greater part of the copies are mutilaud, kavinglwen deprived of , 
100 pages about the middle of the book { vii. from page 298 to pag© 398, in 
which space were coauined the pieces of BattisU deli' Ottonajo, whose hfO. 
thcT Paolo having remoastnCed against their publication in a i u cptitious 
manner, aad in an inaccurate state» had sufficient influoicewUh the govem- 
ment of Plorence to obtain an order that the printer, TomncìlM» dwaUda-r 
lifer up «11 tte afte in Jus iuMd«».idkkk a|!FCwed.tD ta ^tfi after «7«*^» 

3 
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The Canzoni a ballo are compositions of a much more c H A P. 
singular and inexplicable kind. From their denomination ^' 
it is probable, that llicy were sung by companies of young Ctmm a u/h. 
people, in concert with the music to wliich they danced ; 
and the measure of the verse appears to be so constructed 
as to fall in witli the different movements and pauses. It 
may perliaps be thought thàt the extreme licentiousness of 
some of these pieces militates against such an idea, but in 
the state of manners in Italy at that period, this objection 
can have but little weight. Indeed, if wc trace to its source 
this favourite amusement, we shall probably discover, that a 
dance is in fa<fl only a figurative representation of the pas- 
sion of love, exhibited with more or less delicacy according 
to the character and state of civilization of those who prac- 
tise it. To improve its relish, and heigh^ails enjoyment, 
seems to have been the intention of the Qiffzom a ballo. 
From the known affability of Lorenzo dc' Medici, and the 
festivity of his disposition ; as well as from other circum- 

ii \ ' I' ii- 'U^' !/ I 1 \^ stances, 

rr- ' ■; » ■'' ' I 

litj;ption the poems cif Otton.ijo were orJercd to be <ul out from the book, 
:ind Paolo wus left at liberty to publÌ!>h another edition of ihcni, which he ac- 
cordingly did. This dispute hai given rite to another contese during the pre- 
sent century, beC>*ecn the Canonico Biscioni, late librarian nf the grand dutc's 
libnuy at Florence, and Sig. Rin:dd» Maria liracci, wHq publithed Pi^a> 
under the date of Cosmopoli 1750, a new edition of the C«i|i// CUntà/ciaUttii, in 
two tolumci quarto, including those of Ottonajo, from the impression of his 
brother Paolo ; in the introduction to which be justifies the decree that sup. 
pressed these pieces in the edition of 1559, contrary to theopinion of Dtscioui, 
who cooiidcrcd it as severe and unjuft. The dispuic iccnis of little importance, 
but the-result of it was v.nfavourabie tu ' I ' < > w hose eli^ant and 

apparently correct edition i>f these p> . l.taineJ that credit 

amongst the literati of luly, to which, on many accounts, it appears to be 
cniitlcd. I .-hall give ore of these poems in the Appendix, being the Triumph 
tii' Bacchus and Artadoe, by JLoreaxo dc' Medici, v. Jff, Ni. XL. 
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CHAP. Stances {a)^ there is reason to conclude, that he was accus- 
toined to mingle with the populace on these mirthful occa- 
""""" sions, 



r 




(«) In the edition of the Canzoni a ball», published at Florence in ij6R, the 
liile-pagc is ornamented with a print in wood, of which the alx^vc is a Cffpy, re- 
preseaiing twelve wonicu daacing before the palace of the Medici, ioiowa by 



Digitized by Gc 



309 



sions, and to promote and direct their amusements. Nor 
arc we to wonder that the arbiter of the politics of Italy 
should be employed in the streets of Hf)rence, participating 
the mirth, and directing the ^volutions, of a troop of dancing 
girls. On ihe contrary, thip versatility of talent and of dis- 
position may be considered* MÌtl(<» mq^t fSl^^guialiiogrfe»^ 
ture in the cbancter of this txtrm^Wf mm i whotiinm 
the most ifli^xxrunt concerns . ojr,e|ta|e» and thé higbcit spe- 
ciiladons of philosophy, Goul4.'et0op ito paitske.jof^ the 
humblest diversions of the rpopidace* and who imetery: 
department obtained by general consent the supreme di- 
rection and contiiol. 

» 

Thus far we have taken a review 4»f the chief part of 
the poems which yet rema{h of Lorenzo de' Medici, and 
have seen him by his own example stimulating bis country- 
men 




«lw-uinc tdSnd to U,sad àagbgi w.m vAy ìkhmm» « daacìqg màgm • Tùi 

w.uih the fiLint cf the print appears Lorenzo de' Medici ; two remaics kneel 
before htm, one of whom presents him with a garland taken from her head, 
«f wlii^ lie aeana tè decline ùté AccqMno*: IMAid Xtarenxb itands AfpMk» 
Politi.mo, his associate in thi» work. This print seems to have a rnorc parti- 
cul.v reference to one uf the songs written by Lorenzo, w|^ic^ became ex,- 
mmely po]!)u!ar by the namo of Btm inngm Maggi», and whjé6 the reiuler will 
^d in the Appendiv, No. XLI. In an ancient collection of LaiUt, or hymns, 
^Oted at Vejiicein 151a, 'I find that several of .tbetc il««nR pifoa an dr' 
tectó} to be song to the air of Bm •vtaga Maggi». From tbit colle^ion it 9^ 
peaM'that it was then a general custom In Italy, as it now is, ur lately was, 
the practice of a certain sect in this country, to sing pipus hyiAns to the most^ 
prof;uic and popular melodies, for the ptuposc of stimfilating'ilie langtrid pietp 
of the performers, by an associatioa irich the vivacity of sensual enjoyments. 
Thds the hymn Jf^tJu stmm» dilttt», is sung to the music of Ltggiadm enmigtlUi ; 
yaa fmmm wmit*, to that of V»ga Mia * gtniilt; Gtnetriee di Di», to that of Ddci 
mdnim mia ; and Cruajina a ca/i d'in», to that of Um JPlWIH d'utlU Jui, WV oS 

ÙS moR indcceat pieces ia tlie Commi m Mb, 
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CHAP, men to t^c pwswit of Uterat\irc. Tht restorer of the 
^* Lyric poetry of Ita^y, the promoter of the dramatic, the 

^ ^ fotrnder of tlie salìHc, rustic, and other modes of compo- 
sition, he is not iricruly entitled to the rank ol a poet, hvci 
may justly be placed amoflg the disiiiigubhed few, tvhOy 
by tiiM «éowijgtiii him WMf "dìMug^h piùStd W 

thn md^ìMtf mj^pd^^MiééRùiti but gehìòs iloiu: 

Griri^joccfFUo The poetical merits of Lorenzo de* Medici were per- 
OB (he pomw'of ccivcd and acknowledged by his contempo raries. Were 
******* tve to collect the various testimonies of respect and admi- 
ration that were produced in honour of him in diflcrcnt 
parts of Italy, they would form a very uurcosuaabie ad- 
dition to the present ▼ditmc We must not however 
€iiiic to notìeE'tKe I^mon of Tico Mirandula, who, 
in a latter uMmteà tt> Ua&itOi Ittt «tttet(;!d lneo & fofl 
disaftl^Oil dTthe éhÉtacter dìf hi» wHtii^ caiiipanag ihiem. 
Hfilih; those of his predecessors Dante and ^ Petmta^iiiBili 
contending that they unite the vigour of thought ap|àBeilt 
in the former, with the harmony; and polish of the latter [a), 
Succeeding critics have however appealed against a decision, 
which seems to attribute to Lorenzo de' Medici a superiority 
over the great masters of the Tuscan poetry ; and have 
considered the opinion of Pico, either as an instance of 
courtly adulation, or as a proof of the yet imperfect taste Of 



(«) This Mter^ «tiSjhba dccadoned So n^vdi infiiifldTcnIdii, b giv» ìa 
the Appeal, Mb. XUt. 
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the an-e (f?). Without contencUnp- for the opinion of Pico CHAP, 
in its iuii cxteat, we may be allowed tu reirurk, that tlie ^* 
temper muI character boili «f bim aod of Lorenzo, are 
equally adrerse: to the iickt» ibat ùifi ow cgvM oAr, Of tbe 
ether be gcrófied^ with unmerited |i||»robaKtui and qnuriooB 
prawe ; and tb«k Pico was not defit^^ In ibe ^WkU^fiMdoiw 
of a critic, may «q>pear cyen from the very letter which 
has been cited as an impeachment of his taste. For at 
though he there treats the wrltinp;s of Dante and Petrarca 
with great severity, and asserts not only the equality, but, 
ia a certain point of view, the «uperiorirv of those of Lo- 
renzo, yet he clearly proves that he had attentively studied 
these prodxselìont» aiid 1^ many aoutci «ad jnat observations 
demcDtUràtca» that he vvas well qualiSed to àf^iéciaDe their 
mona merita and defects. Mocdoea £ko^ ia Avowingjfaia 
oiumoh, stand alone amongst hit oondtrynojcn. . Even &i.iìié 
riiòs^ an lig b tene d ipteìod of the tnipiag.cmitiirjr^ the pre. 

... tensions 



{m) " A qunto staggiunge che Giovvmi Pico Conto della Mirandola, uomo 
» 4i |iqg<iliirfi&siino Ingcfftq c 4o^tri|^^, n a|i^ l^tcì:^ \»m^, i» q^j^l^ 
" KKVHi 4 Mag- Lorenzo de* Medici Tecchio^non solo lo pareggia,' ma Io pre- 
** pone indubitatamente così a Dante come al Petrarca, pcrrhc al Petrarca 
« (die* egli) mancano le cose, cioè i concetti, e a Dante le parole, cioè 1' clo- 
** «joeaxa ; dove in Lorenzo non si desideretuo uè Vmtt tA V akn. he quali 
" cose egli mal affermate co<,] precisamente non arebbe, se i giiidicj di tnicl 
" jecol fossero sj4iii c gli orecchi ma(k corroty." f^^rcii Er<»kHg^ f, aj, 
$d, Qm^ I74f> The lame author, however, after acqnittiiif^ Pico óf the jgbarge 
of adulation, subj'-ins, " Ne sarebbe mancata miucria al Picg dì potere veni' 
" mm» copiHicndarc L,orcQzo, Ksuta biasimare pop raraxneiitc il Petrarca, f 
** Dante i perchè nel vero epa M. Agnolo Polizi^op, e Gicpianip 9$ ofr 

" vieni furono i primi i quali cnmmìnciiisscro r.el comporre .1 ritirarsi e discoi^ 
" tarsi dal roJgo, e, se non imitare, a volere, o parere di volere imitare il Pe- 
trarca, e Daatei laseiaado in pane <{uafia maoieaa dd tatto vik, e plebea, 
" la quale assai chiaramente sì reconosce ancora eziandio n«!l Afey^^ 
" firn di Luigi Pulci, e nel Cirijfa Calvmtt di Luca eoo Fracelkh*' 
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Opinioni of 
other authors 

on ibc Mme 



teniions of Lorenzo 3e* Medici to' nnk with the greit 
fiithe» of the Italian tongue, are supported by an author 
whose testimony cannot be suspected of pahiality, - and 
whose authority will be acknowledged as generally as 
his writings are known {a). The most celebrated literary 
fitytorians of Italy, in adverting to the age of Lorenzo, 
have ucknowlcdc^tl the vigour of his geniu^:, and the suc- 
cess of his lahcnirs ; Crescimbcni, in tracing the vieissitudes 
of the Tuscan poetry, inibrnib us, that it had riiicu to 
.such pecfection tinder the talentt a£ Petrarca, dmt not bo> 
4ng susceptible of further improvement, it began, in'the 
common course of earthly things, to decline ; and in a sihort 
«ime was so debased and adfdtentted, as nearly to xeveit 
to its pristine barbarity. But at this critical juncture," 
says the same' well-informed autlior (/-■), " a person arose 
*' who preserved it from ruin, and who snatched it from 
" the dangerous precipice that seemed to await it. — This 
•* was Lorenzo dc' Medici, from whose abilities it received 
** that support of which It then stood so greatly in. need } 
whoy^, amidst .the thickest gloom [ of thai Mba^sm» which 
lutd spread itself throughout Italyj eadiibitedi^irhilst yet à 



1 ♦ 

{a) Non so adunque come si i bene ia luo^o d' arrichìr questa lingua, e 
darle spirito, grandezza, e lume, furia povera, esile, umile ed o»cuj-a, e cer- 
care di metterla in tante angustie che ognuno sia sfimain ad imitare solamente 
il Petrarca c'I BAccirtio, c chf nella l'njjiin non si debba ancor credere a! Po- 
liziano, a Lerrttu di' Medift, a Francesco Oiaceto e ad alctmi altri, che pur sono 
It^aó!» '* firn dt'non minor dottA» fM(eUP«tnme*l 
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** youtfi, a simplicity of style, a purity of language, a hap- CHAP. 
•* piness of versification, a propriety of poetical ornament, , 
** and a fulness of sentiment, that recalled once more 
* the graces and the sweetness of Petrarca.'* after 
paying due attention to these authorities, we consider, 
that the two great aathoct - with whose excellencies Lo- 
renzo is supposed to contend* employed thdr talents 
chiefly in one species of composition, whilst his were 
exercised in various dq|MirtmentB ; that during a long life, 
devotrd tf) IcttLT?, they had leisure to correct, to polish, 
aiici to improve their vyrorks, so as to bear the inspection 
of critical minuteness, whilst those of I.orenzo must in 
general have been written with almost extemporaneous 
haste, and, in some instances, scarcely perhaps obtained 
die advaats^es of a second letissl; we must .be compel- 
led to acknowledge, that the inftrioritj of his reputadon 
as a poet has not arisen from a defidtticy of genius, but 
must be attributed to the avocadons of his public tilè, the 
multiplicity of his domesdc concerns^ the iafeerferenee 
of other studies and amusements, and his untimely 
death (tf). When therefore we estimate the number, the 
variety, and the excellence of his poetical works, it 
must be admitted, that if those talents, which, under so 
many obstacles and disadvantages, are still so conspicu- 
ous, 



(a) Se la soa. vita fosse più langamentc Jur ita, c le lyiclla di' egli raeaò^ 
ibue scau più cciolta dalle cure famigli.iri, c pofitidie, sto per dire, che , 
amU» ancor quel «ecoto awM il tuo Petrarca. 

Mmrf. édk Ptr/fMt pHiim luU. v. i. /. ao. 
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CB Af. ous, had been cfirectcd to one object, and allowed to exert 
^^^^ themselves to their full exteot, it is in the h^hcst degree 
probkble^ that, in point of .poetic excell«nee, Ital)r ]i«d not 
boasted « more iilastriow ntme than that of Locenzo de* 
Bifedid. 



The peon* of Jn dìMMug thìs «ubject» it may yet be allowed to 
bnttd.nthc' point out One tribute of xeipect to the poctieal character 
MtfrifMofPo. Loypn^r,^ which may sen'e at the same time to illus- 
trate a passage in an author, i;vho, though a modern, de- 
serves the appellation of classical. This will he found at 
the close of the Sjlva oi Politiano, iiuitied Nulruia^ whicli 
vrill scarcely be mtelUgible to the reader, without some 
ptevions aequuntance mth the writings of ' Lorenzo, a» 
the «Oihor has there, In a mall ooapaas, parttculiHrly cek> 
Crated mott of die pnidiictions <^ his paSM&a** pen. • 



Nec ttiinen ALiokROV fraudarfanihoe flniDeieffiiAMt'Bic» 

Per Styga, per Stellas, mediique per ardua moittìs' 
Pulchra Béatricis sub viiginis ora vulantcni. 
i^uique cupidineum repetit Pi^trarcha trìoniphunì» 
£t-fa2l)ii*fHÌnU c^ntnin argunwata didnn 
VoB^ et obscufj qui maSn^ aaonatrat anu»» : 



Nor Alighieri, shall thy praise be lott, 
who from the confines of the Stygian coast. 
As Beatrice led thv willing steps along. 
To realms of light, and starry mansiom sprung ; 
Nor Pbtkaach thou, whose aottl-disaolving straito 
Reheane^ O lovel ^ triui^phs and thy painsf 

Ùnde 
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Uil<k tìbi immensa; veniunt praeconia laudù, 
Ing«aii|, o()ijbu8qu« potou, FjLOfieHTiA jnauy. 

.in-.-^M '.>ì..-f/:jj,„... il cap tavi ^t-'-f ■y^ 

Perque patrò (cpiit tiijm^ffaMtt'jM^inJqr iUp?| . j 

Ad fiamam eluctans, cujut securus ad umbran*' .,f,t,'; 
Fulmina beliorum nuku procui aspide Arnus, ) 
ÌÌKtaàm€MfUtf O Immiuìms, q^^sm sqiatu 

Cam» '^/miù^ìg^ftipdmmm^m^kis^^ 

Si fàt «K, itìm mmr humUi patere ofi» <;|if)yD,, . 

Secessusqiie sacros avidas me ferre 6ubr}f|]c^^ ^ 
Namque importunas mulcentem pectine curas, 
Umbrosse recolo te quondam vallis in antrum - 

Nesantem, nupn ty c 4m» .jnm amc^kSbtmm t 
Viderutt tocjl patita', Mtt Ipaift DbQB 



Nor HE, whose hundred tales the mea^i jp^pirl!,' 
To wind the secret snare around the hmrt, 
Be theje thy boast, O Florence ! thcjse ^hy pride. 
Thy KMW f wTioae |g«aui^ jyr^ thy jrlpry wide. ' 

And thou T.oREKzo, rushing forth to fame, • ' " " 
Support of Cosmo's and of Pier o's name ! "'' 
Saie in whose shadow Arno hears from far, ' ' ' * 

the war : ' 

Eadpw'd frith màtbtVàaàa^ throng to mòté,^ ' - 

The senate's wonder, and the people's love, ^ 
Chief of the tuneful train ! thy praises hear, 
— If praise of mine can charm thy cuitur'd ear^ 
For once, the. lonely woods and vales among, 
A mowntain-fflddeM caught thy soothing song, 

R K a Nympha 



Si6 

CHAP. . Nympla fìifo, quamquam Bulls Mooeic 

^' Seu soror Aoddum, ft notim tunc hoqika tyhm^ 

""^^^ Ilia tibi, lauruquc tua, semperque recenti 

Flore comam cingens, pulchrum inspiiavit amorem, 
Mox et Apollinds audcntem opponere neivis 
fìoia lev» calamoB neroom tub npe Fhemi, 
GarmiDe dum celebras(«)» eadem tibi Tugo vocuui' 
Asb'tit, & sanctcM nec <^niia'afflaTÌt honores. 
Ergo & nocticanum per te Galatea Corinthum (b) 
Jain non diir^ videt : nam quis flagrantia nesck 
Vo:a, Cupidineoque ardentes igne querelas ? 



As swelled the notes, she pierc'd the vmàiag 4^." 

And sat beside thee in thy secret cell j • 

I saw her hands the laurel chaplet twine, 

Whntt tridi attendve «ar tbe dnak the toundi ^muw 

"Wliedier die nympb to IXu^t tain idlied, 

— ^But sure no quiver rattled at. her £dt |. . 

Or from th' Aonian mount, a stranger guest. 

She chose awhile in these green woods to rest — 

Thro' ail thy frame while soiter passions breathe, 

.Axouad diy broif» she bound the laureate wreathe i 

•^Aad Mill— Bi other themes engaged thy «ung, . 

She with umiTaUM sweetness touch'd thy tongue { 

To tell the contest on Thessalla's plains. 

When Pan with Phrcbus tried aUcrnate strains 

Or Galatea, who no more shall shght 

0»ynthui' song, that tootha the car of n|ght (^). . 

• ' Seu 



(«) Cé^it$b MCmit a fm» a dnonvk pMtnrsI* 

(1) The addica of die SbeplierdOarTadin «oOdaMi» canneadai» 
•* Am ài M» aft steri jMib.» 
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Scu tìbì Phoetós audax concurrcre fiamnak (f^...j,wA CHAP. 
Claro gteUa die, seu lutea flore sequad i ^'^^ ^5=^= 
'.;iiiiii|i«iOytìe ((^), sea mettnhiioi^ 

Atque pimi tMQ>. jgeiiMW iSiSSOftw***!» Cf )» 

^fiiitt wlib thall di dff vaorjfiig ftràink M ^ f- 

As sportive fancy promprs, or paswon glows ^ ' 
When to thine aid thou call'st the solar t cami!. 
And all thdr dazzling lustre round thee flames (c)f 
Or idng'st of Clytie, sunward still inclined (</) ; 
Or die dear nymph whose hii^ge SUs thy mind (<) ; 
Of dreain* of love, and love^t estremest joy 
Of Tovf of truth and endlcti cowtanqr (g) f 

Atque 



(r) Umut 66* , 
{t) Stmtf io|. 

•• Lmm, «r im itiim dtHam mm tit Jste f 

(/) ÌMM(»S6. 
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C H A n Atque oculos r ^nis (^ijj^ tuque iii^uA (i)t niveuqu« capillos 

. . Infilo» huaìnii (iX ^ ^'O'^» (0« ^ wnwitia 



Or of those eyes a thousand flames ttat dait(b) ; 
That hand that binds in willing chains thy heart (i) { 
The tresses o'er those ivory shoulders thrown (i^j 
The secret promise, made to thee alone (/) ( 
The itrèanrt muhnur (m), add die vkia^t glow (»), 
Aaà loyc^i embittered jofi ud npturous iK>e(c); 

(i) StutUa 73. 

** Sftiu mi t»nm a mtaH ani giammai.^' 
** Madtmm it vtjggt m' vt/tri attki btUi." 

(m) Smtttt 75. 

C&étr' acjut I ualo lùì v»4ir« mtrmeria."' • 

(a) Smmto, 

OtfuAmgit 114. 

•* inmiimUmmrSm 'iminmtM,** 
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(^antum adUat formic pietas (/>), qu^ra Sicpc dccenrer 
Palleat, utque tuutji iyv^t ciw pectore N) inf^{j|. 
Non vacat arguto»qtte «ikm SiìyTsiiiae 
De«cripto8 memorwc $e*« (r)$ jwtt <WII!H|» M» 
Excipienda chorjs, qii^rul^y^ ani|ii(Atj^ "f^STlfay Q^i 
Idem edam tacitae refercjng pn^Qi^a^ vita 
Otia (/), el urbanos thyrso extimulante labores j 
Mox fugis in ccdum, non oeu per Muica nùus, 
£ztremanique boni ^udes oantingerie metam (u\ 



How pity adds to beauty's brightest charms (/) ; 
And how thy bosom beats with ".off alarms (g) } 
Nor wants there sprightly satire's vivid beam, 
ITiHioBe lustre lights di' mebriate Ibob to fiwie (r) ; 
Nor diatal songs whose aafanadng soimd 
Provokes the smile, and bids the dance go round (i^ 
-—Then free from babbling crowds, and city noise, 
Tliou sing'st the pleasun"-, rural life enjoys (/); 
Or witii no fauhering step, pursuest thy way. 
To touch the confines of e^sdal day (»). 

quodque 



(f) SeMUt 14 1 1 

*• D;tra memoria, fcrdi ntn ti sftgmi," 

(r) Hw Brnm, ot satire a^a^t dnatkenacMi 
(<} OimummUk, 

(0 JBunrniwu, or diakgne betixecA a sliepbeid and a dcÌMB» 

(a) J{/m /Afro 
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Quodque alii studiumque vocant, durumque laborem, 
Hk tibi ludu erit: Ìèniu'civìlibv>ictÌ8, 
Hue is emeritas acuens ad canmna niei* 

Felix ingenio, felix cui pectore tantas 

Instaurare vices, cui fas tarn magna capaci 
Alternare animo, et varìas ita nectere curai. 



—•These the delights thy happiest moments share. 
Thy dearest lenitim of public caie: 
Blot m diy gemiu 1 ùkj capacious mind 
Nor to one science, nor ope dieme confinedt 

By grateful interchange fatigue beguiles* 
In private studies and ia public toils. 



« 
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En ajmMmUmt 'fà mmum ntàt Ai^^ Ahum «1 vìtam Laitf, MtSàt 

In 

fmmw legutftur. . , 

Al Nome di Dio mcccuquii. di Qcanajow 

Al nmne 4i Pio e. della eua Santinìma Madre Madonna Sanu Sfida e di !■ 
tatto b «erte dd Vlandiio checcidia gncìa di bene £ue e di bene dive. 

Io FOtgno di Chonte de* Medki veggeodo le ptiMie fntune di gnem ci» 

taneschc e di fuori, e le fortunose pistulen;':e di mortalità, che Dómenidio a 
mandate in terra, e che si teme che mandi, vigiendole a nostri vicini, farò 
nicmoiu delle cose passate chio vedrò, che possano essere di bisongno sapere 
• voi clw rimanete o verrete dietro anune, a ciò che voi le troriste,' se bi- 
tongno fosse, per ciauno cliaso: pregando voi che scriviate bene per lotaanzì, 
c che conserviate quelle tene e chase, che troverete inscritte in quest ' librOf 
la maggiore pane aquistate per la dcngna meniana dd Dbbitedi«iàlietell&ii. 
Giovatini di Chonte meo fratelb, dopo la di cni morte io finmio questo li» 
ìiTO, levando del suo e chltrì, e priegovi, che questo libro guardiate bene, e 
lengniate en luogho segreto, sicché ntnvenisse a mano altrui, e si perchè vi 
potrebbe cwere de Utoogw per tonansi» come oia twoogna a wnitM ci con» 

a • 3 . viene 
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N*L viene trovare carte di c. nnnì per chagìoui, che masi t iCf eWle ImClìttoi 
fcroche gli suti si mutano^ e non anno fennezza. 

Ancora ri priego, che non solamente conserviate larcre» Htt oooiemate 

lo stato aquistato pe nostri passati, il quale è grande, e maggiore soleva es- 
sere, e comincia a manchare per carestia di vaienti uomini chabbiamo» de* 
qoale «olevamo «vere gran qnantiti. 

£d era tanta la nostra grandigia, che Uicea, tusse com uno de Medici, 
e ogni uomo ci temeai e anohora «i Àe, (fxméo an dttidino fa ima fona o 

ingiuria altrui, se gli ci faces^ie uno de Medici, che si direbbe : anchora e 
grandissima e di stato d' amidii^ « di^ fieoiifezaa» piaccia a Dio conserrailaci. 

S oggi in qnetto <B» lodalo IdìO|>nsRio uomeni iatuno daijiiaiNa. 

F nota poi diio naqqvi» aonom oiiidi c n n a ooicn intomo a cento nome* 
và i ( dì pochi e £i.ad^a, « ogpaiaiiio.nMte a f a ndu l li^ .doè nalnamo pochi. 

I scriverò io piìi parti quesw'iibvok e ptfcoa metterò note di dtBCte« quan- 
to potrò sapere e dote, fini, compromessi e altre, poi metterò tutte le com- 
pere, e chi fece le éumti poi métterò tutu le «^ic e tene comftaatc, «igg^ 

possediamo, 8cc 

ym. Idmm. Deffei* EmSnnim, v. sii. />. i6q. FI«r. 1743. ' * '• 
Copia di ì^arlamento dell' anno i433> c. 34. levato da un libro di propria 

.SMM Goimp d«* Mèdi^ dove Mrivm ì inai riooids cTj^^ 
, e f»kn*k dcij» copia da Lwjgi Gw i cqaidi n i. 

M*II. Ricordo oone a di primo ili Settembre entrò air Uffizio del Sig. Gior 
vanni di Matteo delio Scelto, Donato di Cristofano Saiinitii, Carlo di Lapo 
Corsi, Iacopo Bsrlinghieri, Mariotto di Mcss. Niccolò fialdovinetti, Earto- 
lommeo di Baitolommeo Spini, Bernardo di Vieri Guadagni Gonfaloniere 
di Oiiiitiai^, e Berto di Heeser Mhrco di Cenni Albeigatoire; e quando fa» 
rono tratti si cominciò a mormorare, che al tempo loro si farebbe novità nella 
Terra | e fummi scrìtto in Mugello dove cra.stato più mesi per levarmi dalle 
contese, e divisioni, di' eraop netta «tU« cb^ io tomaMÌj e. «od fottm a 
di 4. 11 di medesimo riti^v il Qoafalogici^,e.di «ttria «ò»^ ioaìeaie 6ì«m 
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vanni dello Scelto, il qralè, wpotava molto amico, ed cnMì àblqpt»» Cti N*II. 

£Ìm«!c nitri ; r dicfm^o loro quello si dfcrvi, ri prrsfnmettti* tvttt lo ne- 

garonoj e che tassi di buon animo, che volevano lasciare la 1 cria, come 1' 
•vcvaiie ttevaia. O wl i Mwino 5. «m Pkatìca 4P otto Cìttadliii, due per 

quartieri, t'iccndo vo1lv;uio run il ror/^iplTo di questi fare ogni loro delibera- 
zione, e furono quetti, Mceser GioTanni Guicciardbi, Baxtolommeo Ri* 
dolfi, Ridolfo Ferazzi, Tommaio di Lapo Cor^ Mener Agnolo Aedaloli» 
Giov irmi di Biewer Rinalcb CM iafigllNCci, Messer Rinaldo degli Albtil, ed 
io Cosimo. K benché per la l'urra, come sì è detto, fussc sparso dovessino 
fare noviu, pure avendo da loro quello aveva, e reputandoli amici, non vi 
yiiinwi fbdo. Begol dw • dì 7. la mitina aoto colane dt ««leve la detta 
Pratica, mandarono per me, e giunto in Palazzo trovai h maggior p^rte, de 
compagni, e stando a ragionare, dopo buono spazio mi fu comandato per 
porte de Signori, che io tiidatti tu di lopia,* dal Gb^tanodc^ Peltri fui meato 
Ml«na Camera, che si chiama la Barberia, e fui serrato dentro ; e sc-ntendod» 
tutta la Terra si sollcfò. Il di fecero consiglio de' Richiesti, e p r ì Gon- 
&losiere fu dotto, che quello avevano fatto di ritenermi, era per buona ca» 
gione, come altia voIm saieMie loro notot c die di questo non volevano eon- 

slgllo, e licenziarono I Richiesti : e li Signori (>er le sci fave inì confinarono a 
Padova per un anno. Fatta qtiesta azione fu subito avvisato Lorenzo mio 
iratelloi- dt' era in Mugello, e Aveiudo ndo cugino, di' era a Ffia, e così 
ib fino inuadeie a Niccolo da Tdentbo Capitano di Guerra del Comoiie» 
eh' era molto mio amico. Lorenzo venne il dì medesimo in Firenze, c 
mandarono i Signori per lui che andasse a Palazzo, gli fu significato il perche, 
mUio ti perà, e i4wfHutsl al *Rfe1iitiio* Avovaido d partì da Ffea presto^ che 

avevano dato ordine farlo pigliare là, e così -r ci avessero preso tutti a tre, et 
fiiGeisero mak arrivare. Niccolò da Tolentino sentito il caso a dì 8. venne 
la mattina con colla I» nia Compagnia aDa LotlT i, e con animo di five novi- 
tà riell 1 T rra, perchè io fìitii lasciato ; e cod mUlo che d aend il caso nell' 
Alpe di Romagna, e di più altri luoghi, venne a Loretiy.o gran quantit?! di 
fanti. Fu confortato il Capitano, c così Lorenzo a non fare novità, che 
poteva ctaer cagione ffi farmi hxc noviti nella penona, e cod fedonoi e 
benché chi consigliò qu-sto fussino parenti, e amici, e a buon fine, non fu 
hoono consiglio} perchè se si fussino fotti innanzi, ero Ubero, c chi era stato 
«•gMM* di ^nettn, iettava diafatfo. Ma tutto d vud din fossi per lo meglio, 
petddqaaeguì maggior bene, e con più mio onore, come innanzi farò men- 
zione. Non par-ndo agli amici miei si dovessi far novità, come ho detto, ci 
Capitano si torso tadimo alle ttanae, mostrando esser venuto per altra ca- 
gione, e LomiM mò n* mudò a -Vcnena ed nid figlit e poftonne qodlo 

potè 



Digitized by Google 



6 



N*IL potè de* denari, e delle cos sottili. E Signori confinarono il detto Lo* 
renzo per un anno Venezia, e me a Padova per 5. anni, e Averardo a Na* 
poli per 5. anni. Dipoi a dì 9. feciono sonare a parlamento, e vennero in 
Kazza quelli eh' erano stati cagione d<.-lla nofriti con fanti, avevano fatto 

venire Jl- fuori ventitre Cittadini, e fu piccolo numero, e pf>co popolo VI À 
trovò, perchè in vero il forte de' Cittadini a' erano mal contenti. 

Per Parlamento dicrono B.Uìi Cittadini, come si costumava in tali casi, 
e confinarono me per anni 10. a Padova, Lorenzo per anni 5. a Venezia, 
Averardo per anni 10. a Napoli, Orlando de? Miedki per anni 10. in Aacona, 
e Giovanni d' Andrea de Messer Alamanno e Bernardo d' Alamanno 
siedici a Riniini ; c fecero la mia famiglia de' Medici de' Grandi, eccetto 
i figliuoli di Messcr Veri, perchè Niccolo era Gonfaloniere } eccetto ancora 
i figliuoli dT Antonio di Giovenco da^ Siedici» peichè Bcmndetto cn mollo 
.im^to dal Capitino della Guerra, e per conlemplazjone del Capitano mostra- 
ioao eccettuare il detto Averardo e fratelli j feciono più ordini contro a noi* 
c namne cbc io non pomat vendere poMBwiont, né deaati dì monte» e 
(itcnnommi in Pidaiio in tino a di jé d* Ottolmi 

Scntcndoki questo a Venezio, mandarono subito qui tre Amba&cutou» 
cioè Sdcsser Loiii Storiando, MoNer Tommaso Micbali, e . 

li quali con ogni istanza [>roccurarono, e concordarono la mia liberazione con 
o^ire tenermi a Venezia, e promettere non farei contro alla Sfgootia, e 
obbedirci a quello mi 6tm eommiandato » e benché non GweMono ottencra 
luati libero, pure la venuta loro giovi aMoi, perchè c' era di quelli conforta* 
vano fusai morto, e ebbono promissione non mi sarebbe fatto ofFcnsione neìh 
persona. Per «imil modo mandò qui il Marchese di Ferrara Scr Gherardino 
da Sobiglia al editano delia Balìa, di' «a Hemcr Lodovico dd Kooco dn 
Modena, suddito del Marchese, a comand:3rgli, che se io gli fusai messo nelle 
mani, non ne facessi altro conto, che se fuasi Metter Liooaido «ito figUoolo| 
e che le ne fuggij«e meco, e non dubitarne di danno, nè £ nemna alta com* 

Mi ritennero, siccome è detto, in sino a' 3. di Ottobre per due enpioni, 
li prima perdiè potessero ottenere nella Balta nell' ordinare la terra a loro 
modo) die quando non lì vìoeva. minacciavano die mi Arebbono morire, e 
per questa paura gli amici, e I parenti, che si trovavano nella Balìa, delibe- 
ravano quello era loro mesao innanzi. La «econda fu, che crcdettono, che 
per tenermi in prìgionct e aver latto io wm mi potean valete del nùo» fard 
folfiret il die aottrìnadloroy che non per questo peidetiino credilo» ma da 

molti 
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mold Mercaland fiiKttìeri, e Signori, ci fii oArtOj é mttidsto a Venezia M*ir. 

gran somma di denari. In fine vedendo noq rinaem lOR» U pensiero di farci 
fallir?- ; BrrnartJo Guadagni, offertogli da due persone denari, cioì- <l i! Cipi- 
Xìììo delia Guerra fiorini 500. e dallo Spedaltngo di S. Maria Nuova nonni 
500» i qwli «Uw «oMinti, « Mariotto Balduinetti per maa» dì Bacdo 
d* Antonio di Baccio fiorini 800. a dì 3. d' Ottobre la notte mi trassero di 
Pabzzo, e mcaomini fnori della Porta a S. Gallo : ebbono poco aniono, che 
«fi avesaem vcfoto dam» ? «vóebboBo ttiid dirdmfla, o più, per oadr di 
petìoolo» 

A dì 4- di Ottobre il dì di S. Francesco arrivai a Cutigllano nella montagna 
dì PbtoiB, « fai aceompagnato da due degli ottoddb Goaidia» cioè Fianceaoo 
Sotlertni, e Crisfofano . . del Chiaro. Dagli uomini della montagna fui pre* 
Kntato di biada e cera, come se fussi Atnbasciadore. A dì j. mi partii, e veoill 
a Fasaano Tetra del Mircheae di Ferrara, e fai «ccompagnato da più di to, 
uomini della montagna. A dì 6. arrivai a Modana, e il Gorematore eh* era 
Messer Piero . . venne a me per parte del Signore« mi rititò, e presentò, 
e la mattina mi fe date coaipagnia, e guida. A di 7. amrnra! al Bondeno, e 
I* ilua flUttlna per acqua andai aFnncolniO} eletti due giorni per aspcttwe' 
Antonio Uguccione d' Contrari, che per parte del Marchese mi fece molte 
offerte. A dì ti. arrirai 4 Venezia, dove mi venne incontro molti Gentil- 
«omim iKiwri amid, ìniieme con Latente} e fai ricevalo, «ni eome oonft- 
nato, ma come Amba«cìadore. La mattina seguente visitai la Signoria, t 
rinj^rs7ÌaiIa di quello aveva operato per la mia salute, mostrando riconoscere 
la Vita di quella : fui ricevuto con tanto onore e tanta carità, che non si po- 
trebbe dive, dolendoti deUÌ affinmi mia, ft oflèicndo la Signetfc, la Cittl^ F 
entrata loro, per opni mio cnrrtentamento, e la casa : da molti Gentiluomini 
fui visitato, e presentato. A dì 13. mi partj per andare a Padova, come m* 
eia eoipiandato, e in mia compqpib venne Meeeer Iacopo Dmiato, e m* al- 
logicò in una sua bella casa fornita di panni, e di letta, e di coae da man|pare 
per ogni gran maestro; e stette meco per infino ritornai a Venezia, che fu- 
rono circa a di 20. A Padova veiuie a casa a me a visitarmi per parte delia 
Signorìa di Vcneiia, o fl ferendosni tutto quello pòteaw fine per lei» in nda 
complaccnzia. Ho voluto fare ricordo dell'onore che mi fu fatto per nrn f sl-.tc 
ing;rato in fame ricordo, e ancora perdiè fu coaa da non credere, essendo 
cacciato di caaa, crofar tanto onore, perchè atauol perdere gli amici con la 
Jioflima I fu leplkito a Lorenzo 1' onore avevo ricevuto, e per via de mer- 
canti, e per un mazzieri de' Signori, che vetUC mcoo inaino a Ptldovat al 
^ale fu comandato non ne dovesse parlare. 

3 Dipoi 
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Mare a Padova, e a Venezia, e ptt lo territorio della Signoria dì VeoezU es* 
sendo de' f^lìgnori B.irtolomineo de Ridolfi Gonfalonieri di Giustìzia, fu deli- 
berato, e otteniu potere stare per il terrigno Veneziano, non m' appressando 
• Fimw ipiù A* 170. naigKt t e qaatb fbeero anooiB • coli^lackMEia dsH» 
Signoria di Venezia, la quale per loro Ambasciatore, che fu Metier Andre» 
Donato, ne richieseno la Città ; bene appiccorono qnesu giaxia sotto gran 
peac^ non si potessi più rimnoTermi, o farmi grazia di confini, come appare 
'per b dedmikuic latta. 

Al tempo di questi Signori fu confinato Puccio, e Giovanni d' Antonio 
di pQcdo, i quali cna» nM prineipeK amtcii e di poi al tempo dò Priori 

seguenti, di' era Gonfr.lonicre Mariotto ScambriUa, fn confinato Messcr 
Agnolo Acciaioli» per certe noreUe avera scrìUo a Puecto e a noi ) le quali 
in vero non erano d* importaniaf uè da q M c m e cacdato. 

Ricordo che n dì 1. Settembre 1434» entrarono de' Signori Gìo. di Mico 
€»appooey Caca di Buonaccorso Pitti, Niccolo di Cecco Donati Govenu-' 
tote a Gìwticiaf Fioo d' Antonio di Pie» Feitnano» Toto Maiiiiii pet 
artefici, Simone di Francesco Guiducci, e .... di Tommaso Red* 
diti» BaldMnni d' Antonio di Santi» Neri di Domenicp Bartolent ; e coae 
fimmo tniti tttd i buoni Cittadtaii pmero vifore» e conforto» parend» 
fum tiBipo di wcire dal mal governo avevano, il che prima avcfoUviii* 
fatto, se avessero avuto Signori che avessoiw voluto attendere; perche in 
vero tutto ìi Popoio, e tutti i buoni Cittadini, stavano mal contenti ì e su- 
Mto venne a me a Vencda Antonio di 8er Tonmaao Meal» mandato do fSà 
Cittadini, perchì: venissimo verso Firenze, ofTcrcndo, quando acntissono 
lussùao presi, si soUeverebbono, e mctterebbonci dentro } e co&i da molti 
paicMì» c «linci, eravamo continoo «oQedtatì* Pimci volere intendere 1^ 
animo daT flqnmì con dire, non volevamo Are contro al volere della Signo- 
ria; e prr questo m:ìnHnnìmo da Venezia a Firenze Antonio Martelli, per- 
chè sentisse da' Signori la loro intenzione, da' quali ebbe buona ri&posta che 
vfniMimn» e cosi per fante pinpcìo ci avvisò per ina lettera 1 la quale avuta 
ci partimmo da Venezia 29. di Settembre Lorenzo e io Cosimo ; c Averardo 
rimase a Venezia ammalato di febbre» che non poteva venire» e a' jo. arri* 
vamo al Ptonte n Lago. Stemmo in eaaa deU* U^goifico Ugncciotw, il 
quale insieme col Iflaiehese, a nostra rìdùetta» avevt ordinalo gran quantità 
di Fanti nella montagna dì Modena, e del Frìgano, e ancora 200. C-ivjlIi 
aveva a suo soldo, perche venis$ono con noi, com era ptuna ordmatO) e a 

di 
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dì I. d'Ottobre essendo la mattina a Uilir Messa, rvrmmn un Corrieri d' N*XI< 

Antonio Salutati con lettere, per le quali ci avvisava» come seateadosi per 

la Terra l' animo de Signóri, e pKfenWDdoM la ooiaB Ttmit^ i nortii ne* 

mici avevano preso 1' anni » di a6. dai, Mmer EìaaUo de]U Albùd, Ri» 

dolfo Pcruzzi, e più altri in numero dióoo persone: di poi la sera mancando 

loro l' animo, e essendo mezzano d' accordo per parte del Papa, Messcr Gio* 

vaimi VltdléKliI allora Vdcovo di Rceaiutit e dipoi Araivcacoro di Fimitet 

* e poi Cardinale, il quale era motto mio amico, si ridussono a S. Maria No« 
velia dove abitava il Papa; e sentendo che gli amici nostri erano provvr«ti, e 
di gente, e d' arnti, per tcnu di loro persone, Messer Rinaldo, e Oimaano 
ftto figlioeloi e RidoUb Fcruaat, ai rimaaere la ^te li« e non voUefo 
uscire) e chi era con loro sì part) chi in quà, e chi in là, e andaronsi a dls.ir- 
nate. 11 perchè i Signori fecero venire dentro gran numero di fantcrict che 
aldo di Mugello, e deD' Alpe, e di qneilo-di Romagna, venne a cata Boabaa" 
più di fanti 3000. e coti fecero Tenie la compagnia di Niccolo da TolentiBOt 

' e a dì 7c;. il dì t]\ S. Michflc fecero parlamento in ]^ dove fu tutto il 

Popolo armato, che tu numero grandissimo c bcuc in punto, dettero la Balia 
a ....... . Cittadini, e annullarono quello averano fatto l' anno pao* 

sato, e il primo partilo e ìi Ilbern/ionc che fecero, fu che Cosimo e Lorenzo 
fussero restituiti ne' primi onori, e annullato tutto queUo fusse fatto contra 
di loro, che non ri fu 4. hm in oontrario, confeitandoci per parte di tutti a 
veaùre pucattHi K letta detta lettera subito la mandammo a Veaeda, dove ae 
ne fece gran festa, e noi andammo a visitare il Marchese, il quale dimostrò 
maggior allegrezza di noi } ringraziaounolo de' favori, che ci aveva prestati, e 
a dì a. ci paitimanodi Femia, e a 3. fumano a MMbna, dove fummo tìgb. 
voti con grand' onore in casa del Marchese, e vcnneci incontro il Governa» 

tore e il Podestà, e molti Cittadini di Modana. A dì 4. venimmo 

e per la via sempre ci fu fatto le «pese dal Marchese, e per tutto trovammo 
ba&t che erano oidinati a venire con noi, i quali licenziamaBO!, paidiè non 
era di bisogno; e a 5. venimmo a Cutigliano, e poi a Pistoia, e appunto in 
capo dell' anno in qi^l medesimo dì, cioè a 5. d' Ottobre, e in quella mede- 
sima ora, rientnunmo in «u qudb del Commune, e in qad mcdeaÌMo Inof». 
Si questo ho fatto ricordo perdÉ ci fu detto da più persone devote, e buonc^ ' 
qjoando fummo cacciati, che non passerebbe l' anno che saremmo re<!tieuiti, e 
tomeremBto a Firenze. Per la via trovammo molti Cittadini, che ci veni- 
vano m contro, e a Piatob tulle il Bopolo si ftoe alla porta per vedevd «oà 
armati, quanrln v- j assammo, che non volemmo entrare dentro. Venimmo 
adìd. a desinare al nostro luogo a Car^, dove fu gran gente » i Signoti bi 
«OL. I. T T mandassno' 
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K^IL mandarono a dire non entrassimo dentro, 8e non ce Io facevano Intendere, e 
così fecemo } e tramontato il Sole raandarono » dire che venÌMunOf c così ci 
movemmo con gran compagnia, c peichi tuttala via, si stimava hetmmo in 
•ino a caia nottxa« «za piena d' aiominii c di d«iiiic» Lovenzo, ed io eoa un 
famiglio, e un mazziere volgemmo lungo le mura, c venissimo dietro a* 
Servi, e poi dietro a Santa Reparau, e dal Palazzo del Podestà, c dal Palazzo 
dell* eiectttoic entranuno ndPabisxo d^ Sonori, senxa ciaere quasi veduti da 
peraonat pad» tutta il popolo era nella via larga, e da Casa nostra a aspet» * 
tarcì, e per questa cagione non vollero i Signori entrassimo di dì per non far 
maggior tumulto nella Terra. Da Signori fummo ricevuti graziosamente, e 
iiii|p«siat%^i con quelle parole n ri^iedeni» fottero die ìosieaie con pi& 
altri Qttadiiù rimanemmo in Palasao con le loro Signotie, e «oiì Jeeepio. 

Trovammo prima che giugnessimo, en stato confimitio Hms Rinaldo, e 
Onnanno suo figliuolo, Ridolfo Pcruzzi, e molti ultri Ctttadìnii e.laTemt 

era pacificata, benché continuamente in Piazza, e in Palano atcosono "boon 
numero di tanti armati, per sicurtà del Palazzo. 

Dipoi in Calendi Novembre si fecero i Priori a mano di là dall' acqua, 
Sandro di Giovanni Biliotti, Piero di Bartolommeo del Benino in Santa 
Croce, Andrea Nardi, e Xiodovico da Vervaazano,^4n Santa Mark Novellai 
Giovanm Iffindtfaetd Geofidoniere di Giustizia, Brunetto Beccdo per Arte- 
fice in S. Giovanni, Ugolino Martelli, e Antonio di Ser Tommaso Masi. 
Questi Priori confinarono molti Cittadini, c così posarotio a sedere molte 
fann(|lìe sospette, e fecero molte cose in fateie dello Stato; e e loro tempo 
spirò la Dalia dota a piti CSttadini, e finirono li squittinì, e rìmaeen le bone 
per 5. anni in mano degli Accoppiatori, cioè le borse del Priorato ; « potran- 
no de' Priori e Gonfaloniere di Giustizia, quelle vorranno fare a loro piaci" 
mente. E dd mese di Gennaio prossimo fui il prinw tratto ddle bone deUe 
Sl)|iutline per Gmifiiloniere di Giustizia, e al mio tempo non si confinò, nè 
si fece male a persona. Ma Francesco Guadagni, e più nliri, j quali trovai 

nelle miini del Capitano delia Balìa, & avevano ratlcrmo ia 

•Id opecai in fora» non morimae» ma fnwiio'eondenaati in perpetua cavo««, 
e così al mio tempo feci levare certi fanti armati, clie stavano alfa porta del 
Palazzo, ridurre ii Palazzo, e la piazza come solevano srare innanzi alla no- 
vità, e feci prolungare la lega con la Sigooria di Venezia per 10. anni, 
a 
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K'iir. 

Eìt M. 8, tee, XV. ptnet mukrm» 
Letunurdi Antinl Eputda ad Ceimtm Medùem de eonvettiotu ^ttt/arum Platonìt 

Inter cUmosos str^pìtus negotiorumque procellas, quibus Fiorentina pà- N*ni< 
]atia, quatti Euripus quidapa,sursum deorsumqu^ assidue xstuant, cum singula 
nou modo dieta» sed vertn etiaqi interrumperci^tur, tamcu, ut potui^ Latina» 
effisei Platotiis epIstolM, qw^ miao t^d^ao iMp atqwe mìtto» putans multo 

prctiosivis quiJdam ad te mittcre quam si tanliJcjti ponilo auri iHIarj:;!! er. A 
te certe loiige jcarius gr^fiuMjue <xi{ftiijia|i«iuiD. Etcnim aurum tibt abunde 
est, Sapientia vero nec tVtn nte alteri cvìiiiw boddttiim abunde. tieìode qw 
Gompwatio juàta esse potcLit auTum interactt|MeiitÌMB? Ad quam non 
lum opulentia ista priv.itorum cMiiii.i, verum ettam rc{»um opcs utque potcn- 
tla, fa»ccsque & imperia comparata vilewuat. Fra|gilia nempe bona, ac ncscip 
an omnÌDo bona éìat «sisdinandaf quae auferri nobìi atque erìpì possunt» 8t 
ggonim possenio usque sideo ianhfrilU eat St incerta, ut nemo exploratunt 
habere queat ad vesperas usque esse duraturam : sapientirc vero ac virtutis 
stabilis est firmaque possessio. Ncque enim eripi ab homiae ulia vi possunt» 
neqoe fortuna subjacent ictibua. Nec «asf ut phileeophi» placet^ labefacMt 
oblivin. Prxterea cum homo constet ex animo & corpose ac utriusque par- 
ticulx bona & qua$i dotes quedam existant, ut animi quidcm sapientia, for- 
titude, justitia, CKteiaeque TÌftiites, corporis auteasTalitudo, forma, finmtat» 
patientu laboraan, pennicìtas, et hujascemojli alia, nemini dabìum «ew potete 
quanto animus corpori Hignitnte pr/cstat, tnnro bona animi bonis corporis an- 
tecellerc. Divitiae vero & opcs, nec animi sunt neque corporis bona. Itaque 
ne nostra qutdem iUa dicuntur, aed extema 9t a ootporU dignitate longe aupe- 

rantiir. Itaquc cnTip n .re divìtias ai! •;.ipicnttam, nihil est aliuii quam infimi 
^adus bonum cum supremo confcne. £t de his quidem satis. Traductio 
autem harum epimolannn ita-vebementet mìbi jonmdtf fuit^ ne cum Pia- 
ione ipso kxpii, eumque intueri corum vìderer. Quod co wagti in hi^ milu 
accidit quam in cxtcris ejus librls, quìa hic ncque fictus e?t «ermo, nec alteri 
attrìbutusi sed procul ab ironia atque figmentOiìn re seria actionem exigente, 
ab ilio MMnMO ae sapientìMÌmo homine perwriptus. 8«pe énim pnestanietf 
viri, doctffioam vivendi aliqujm prosecutì, multa praecipiunt alits, qua; ipsì dum 
agttbtprseitafe non poesom* £x quo fit un aliter loquantur, aiiter vivant. 

Tra Cerno 
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N* IIL Ceino integriutem lioiniuis inconruptam, iiberutem animi} fidcl sanctitatem. 
later b«c pradteBdam «limiflm, jvadtiam vafsthnm, comtantiiai veto bod 

protcrvam nequc mhumanniT: ; srd qu« & contuli sibi & suadcrl permittat. In 
amicM TCio tantam l)cnevoientiam, ut commoda tua propria iUorum commo* 
dw poidnbevB vidcitiir. Ad itm mtm dii botti I q«B cmuffimB jm 
mm explicatio, qux circumapectM^ qitte olMOfatio» qm modetik, jam 
vero de adeunda republìcn qut*- appetitio, quae ratio, quz consideratio, qux 
rdigio I Fatcor in hit magnum òc absolutum qucadam virum bonum mikt 
èd imitandiim prapoid> Imitationes vero nonmiaqium efficadoie* •«ne 
qaam doctrinx, ut in ontoriGus & histrionibus intucri licet » quorum artcs 
difficiliut quidam additcunt, fi^itiut imitantur. Ego certe plus utilitatit Ice- 
tiooe bmui pnwiniiD qiìMotinun percepiste ne ntelligo, quam ci moltit 
vohuinilibat soiea perlectis : ita mihi riva hsec quodainmodo & spiranria« 
ilia vero intcrmortua & umbratilia videbantur. Quse cnim in re agenda 
mihi ambiguitas es&c quest, in qui videam Platoiiem ita fccitse. Tn tgitur 
lug ^btolas miihiim kge qusio» ac dngohf emim «ententb» memotiie eon* 
ncnda, prxcipue vero qoie dc repoblica monent. Intelliges vero quid dicam 
si cuncta dilipenter trifcque perlegeris. Ncc cò ìsta scribo quod tux aut intel- 
iigcntiz aut voluntati diffidam, sed quod propositum tuum, auctoritale sum- 
ndi^ eonfinmuidtim k combonndan eeoieo. ValCt 8e nttmislioemeam 
HOB tan fcrbii^ qnam lectione operibaaqne tiU aoii fntatmeoUatanieiteiidM* 



IV. 

Pins PP. IL Cocno'Medid. 

II* IV* DiLECTE fill, Salutem Apastolicam bcncdictionem. Mors bonac 
oiemoriae Johaonis fiUi tui, quam modo intellexerimut« molesta nobtt pluri« 
mm fiiit, BOB ob id tolnm, quia per nataram eit inmaturi, aed quia aefaii, 
& valetudini tuae multum advcrsa. Consolandus esses omnibus horis, & vita 
in dulcedioe Spiritut protrahenda : sed hoc nos contolatur, quia sapiens cs, & 
exercitatut in fortunae casibus, & moderati tuit sensibus potes. Ita rogamut 
tt, Cbsn^ fadati it coovertaa ad Detim oculot, it illi benedicat, & ìb 
bonum omnia deputes. Ncque fnim scimus arcana Dei ; novit ille tolna 
quid nobit cxpcdiat, & quorum iodi|{einiu. Credamus nobitcum tt cam 
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ìlio actum miserìcorditer esse. VenturoTum nec tu eras conscins, nec ille. N* IV. 
Hommar tiitm nobiUtatem, flU, ui voliintatem Inne Domini pidenter tem, 
sicut tc fcrrc auttimus, neque dolori indulgeas. AetatI tuae mocror non con- 
venit, & valetudini comrarius e«t. Expcdit nobiS} patriae tuae, & toti Ita- 
fiae, ut quam dliictsitrai vmw. Johannem filium booit operibua, Sc piis 
prosequere. Alind ex tota substantia tua non gtedt, ékemotàaat, devtriki, 
& oratio sunt sua su^ragin. Haec pauca ad tc scripsimus, ut trisririim 
nostnm agnosceres, & de tua nos esse soUicitos intelligeres. Singula in 
pmem cmtada icdpilD. Dstnm Romas spud Sanctoin Petrun, «i1» nuib 
p$cMm 43» son. Novembri» 1463. Fmiificatot nocdi anno tntOb 

Fio U. S. P. Cotmut Medicet. 

Videor te legens, Beatissime Pater, tanta est rerborum vis, & sapientia, 
eum vere audire me consolantem, cujus tu vere vìcem gerìs. Quid enin 
melius, aut sanctius, & piane dìvinus scribi potuit? Igitur hac conaolatiime 
tnà» Beatimme PMett id eat eftctooii ut qui prìus utile esse, te ludo di|^ 
num putarcm quam mìnìmrm dolere, nam nihil baud poMon, nunc etìam 
nefas aliter ac tu suadeas, facere existimecn. Itaque do openun pro virìbu^» 
1^ fto infitmitate animi md, vt feram aeqaio animo tam adrerinm caMm» vt 
mihi qnidem visum est. Sed Deus novit solus quid adversum sit. Noe 

. nescimus, ut sapienter, rcligiosequc scribis. Quanquam aim Johanne filio 
nunqoam male actum putavi, qui non e vita, sed e morte migrassct ad vitam. 
Eli cairn mora liaM> quam no* «ocamna «itaia* Uh voe -vita est, ipiae 
aetema est. Si quid in ejus obitu mali videbatur, nobis, qui ejvs, ut cpin>- 
mur, indigebamus, id evenisse judicavi. Sed not nescimus quid pctamua. 
Confido firn ut Deoa miaeieatur edam noitri, qui icUcd aomut» lecimdam 

. mtthitudinero miserationum auarum, qooniam suavis est Dominus, & muU 
tam misericors. De vita autcm mea, quod Summus Pontif^x Coristi Vi- 
carìus sollicitus est, etiam felicitati ascribo. Carabo id quideni non his de 
cansis, quibus tu pro divina humanitaie tua auandam actibia. Quid ei^ 
jam nos possumut? Aut quid unquam potuimus ? Sed ut Dei tacr. c xceU 
lens vivendi munus non neglexisse, aut tot, tantorumque benefictorum di> 
Tina pietate tusceptorum oblitus fuisse videar. Tu, quo id facete possim» 
Bcadarime Pato*» veUn }co iMf IUìoIb tme Sanctìtads ad Oeom pieoea 

fOIX^M. 
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Sum m TiAiditm MtMuo : Copia d' una lettera scritta da FSetn di 
Cosimo, a Lorenzo e Giuliano de' Mediò, da Canqjgi a Cafaggioto 
fl dì 26. Luglio t4<$4« 

V. SCRiPSIVI jcr 1' altro, & avvisai come Cosimo era aggravato dal male, di 
poi mi pase dw n iradi lagoiandOy & cpiesto paie s Irà Rwdesimo, in moda 

che Martedì sera volle che in camera non foìsi, se non Monna Conte»- 
•ina et io. Cominciò ùa principio a dire tutta la sua vita, dipoi entrò (ul 
governo ddU città, e poi seguitando a quello de* tnfichi, di poi alla citta ^ 
miliare delle poaieMÌooe et di casa, et sopra e fatti di voi due, confortando^ 
essendo voi di buono ingegno, io ri dovessi allevare bene, perchè mi leveresti 
assai faricha, & che di due cose si doleva, 1' una di non haver latto quanto 
avebbe ?ohito & pototo fitte, P ahn die essendo io mal sano mi latciaTa eoA 
assai noia. Di poi disse non volere fare testamento alcuno, perche mai non 
Al suo pensiero di fiarlo, eziandio vivente Giovanni, perchè sempre ci vide 
con buono amore & in buone accordo h stima, & che qtiando Iddio facesse 
litio di lai* non vokfa akuna pompa, nè ^mostvatione nell' esequie, & 
come in vita altra volta mi aveva detto, mi ricordava dove voleva la sepoltura 
Mia in 8. Loroizo ; & tutto dìs«e con tanto ordine & con tanta prudentta, H 
con ano animo sì grande, che fu una namìgKa, soggiungendo die en tì^ 
auto lunga eti, & in modo che si partiva molto ben contento, quando Dio lo 
volessi. Di poi jcrmattiiia di buon ora si fece levare, calzare & vestire di 
tutto, essendoci il Priore di S. Lorenzo, quel di 8. Marco, e delia Badia \ si 
confeasòdal Plriot^dl S. Lorenao & di pd £ece dite la mesaa, atta i|uale tutt» 
rispose come da sano. Dipoi domandato delli articoli della feJe, a tutti 
rispose per lettera, fece la confessione lui medesimo, & prese B S. Sacramenta 
con tanta derotione, quanto si potesn Aie^ liavendo prima chiesto perdono 
a ciascuno. Le quali cose m' hanno fatto crescere 1' animo & la speranza 
verso Messer Domcnedio, & benché secondo il senso, io non sia senza do- 
lore, pure veduto la grandezza dell' animo, suo, la dispositione buona, sono 
in gran patte contento, che viene a qud fine che tutti bahUamo a fine. Lai 
sì stette jcri assai bene, U. così questa nocte passata; pure rispetto all' età grave 
non posso sperar molto del suo guarire. Fate fare per lui orationi ai Frati 
del Bosco, & fate dar elemosina come pare ad voi, pregando Iddio ce lo lasci 
•neon per a» ten^« aendo. per b mcgUa £t foi pigliate exemploi che 
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siete giofiai, flc con bnono animo |iiglh(e h parte voatra delle Màte, poiché N* V* 

Messcr Domenedio dispone così, & fate conto d' essere huomini, es«eDdo 
garzonii che coti lo nchiede lo stato vostro & il caso presente, & sopra tutto 
attendete » quello, cbe n può fate onore & ntUe, perchè è venuto il tempo 
die biaogna che voi facciate sperìentta A TOÌ | et vìvete col tìanor di Dio, ft 
sperare bene. Quello che sfgnirn di Cosimo VÌ adviscrò. Noi attendiamo 
ognora un mcdicb di Milano, ma ho più speranza in Messer DomenedÌo« che 
in altri. Non altro al pieiente. Chaieg^ ai a5. Luglio i ^64. 



Ricordi di Piero di Mtdiei* 

Ricordo che a iW i. d' Agosto 14^. aoie xxn i. Conino di Giovan. 'N* VI. 

ni d* Averardo de' Medici pa<;sò di questa presente vita, essendo stat»^el pas- 
sato molto vcxato da dolore di giunture, benché d' ogni altro male tosse sano, 
aalvo che in quest* nltioM» fine della vita sua per apaaw d* n» mese fosse op- 
pressalo per difccto d' orina con alquanta febbre. Era d' età d' anni LXXVii. 
grande e belb uomo, e di perfccta natura, excepto e' mali sopradecti. Fu 
nomo di giandissima prudentìa, e vie maggior bont», el più riputato ciptadi- 
no, Se di maggior credito che avesse la nostra ciptà per lunghi tempi ; e qoeflò 
che ebbe maggior fede, & più amato da tucto ci popolo ; ne si ricorda morire 
alcuno a questi etj con migliore grazia e maggior fama, e di cui più dolesse 
a ciaacano; e meritamente, perchi non aiirovò nessuno cbe con ragione ai 

dolesse di lui : ma furono molti, c' quali da lui erano stati serviti, & bovve- 
nuti, & ajutati ; dì che più si dilectò che alcun altro : e non solamente pa- 
xenti e amici, ma gli strani, e ancora, che par diftcUe a ciedeilo, non che a 
Inri0( chi non gli era amico : col quale iaudabii modo ai fece più e più per- 
sone, che per difecto loro c d* altri non gli erano amici, amicissimi- Fu 
molto Uberale» caritativo, e misericordioso, e molte elemosine fece in sua 
vita I e non aolamente nella dptà e distretto» ma esiandw ne* luoghi molto 
lontani, in acoresdmento di Religìont, e rìparatione di Qùese, & general- 
mente d' ogni ragione di beni, che accadesse. Fu per sua sapientia molto 
extimato e creduto da tutti e* Signori e Potentic d' Italia, e fuori d' Italia. 
Fu onorato dì tutti gli uficj degni nella nostra dptii di fuori non volle mai 
accettate akuno'oficio. Eaerdtò le piA honorate et importanti legation i, che 

a' suoi 
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N? VL 1^* tuoi tempi acMdcweio alia nostra Repubblica : & netU ciptà fece ricchi 

' molt! uomini per mezzo de' trafilchi suoi, oltre alla rlcdiexz^ dir di lui rl- 
masCt nel «juaic c^^crcizio fu non solamente 8avio> ma bene avventurato mcr- 
catMte. Mòli* oome «I die^% d di «opf» deeto, udii can e Iik^o noMD da 
Careggi, avendo pritr i ricevuti tutti e Sacramenti di Sancta Chiesa con gran- 
dissima divotione» e riverentìa : non volle fare testamento» ma liberamente ci 
tutto riimse in me. Tu seppellito d dì segnante neUa Chiesa «fi 8. Lorenzo 
in terra, e nella sepoltura innanzi per lui ordinata, senza alcuna honoranza, 
o pompa funebre, dove non volle altri che Calonaci & Preti di decta Chiesa, 
& Frati di S. Marco, e* Calonaci Regolari della Badia di Fiesole ; nè con 
più e mane» ceia a «no mediocre mortorio d dchiede* perdaè eod ditpoae 

' per F ultima sua pania; afTermando, le limosine e altri beni doversi fare in 
vita, che giovano piò che di poi, come aveva facto lui. II perchè non 
ostante questa, volendo io satisfare al debito filiale verso la pieti paterna, feci 
Sue fatalo d tidùedeva. It eia cooveatoite a dii lotava t et onUnd le cie- 
tMNÌo«t 9^ «fig* die »d pieiente libco a^guiiaimOi 
* 

H O S P E S. 
N*VIL ^JBdes cernis fama celeberri mas. pulcherrimas at- 

QUE MAGNIFICAS. A COSMO MEDICE PATRE PATRIÌE. 
MICHELOTIO ARCHTTECTO ERECTAS A. 8. PLUS MZMtIS 
CK> ecce. XXX. IN QUIBUS MAGNUS ILLS 8ENEX 817C< 

CESSORESQUE SUI IN R. P. FLORENTINA PRINCIPES. ET 
ALEXANDER DUX R, P. FLOR. PETRUS MEDICES COSMI I. 
TERTIUS nLIUS HAIUTARTJMT. HIC A SENATIT FLOREN- 
TIMO COmUS MEDICES DUX FLOREMTLfi PLENI8 LI. 

BERISQI-TE SUFFRAGIIS CREATUS AD Ql'lNQUE ANNOS 
SEDEM 8UAM |AC REGIAM HABUIT. CAPTIVOS MONTIS 
MURLI VICTORIA TE8TES VIDIT. NUPTIAS CELEBRAVIT. 
REGIAM' STIRPEH FELICITER HODIE RECNANTEM FUN. 

DAVIT. VARUS TEMPORIBUS ROMANI PONTIFICES. RO- 
MANI IMPERATORES. RECES. REGINO ALIIQLTE PRINCI- 
PEJj. INNUMERIQUE PROCERtS HOSPITIO EXCEPTl. LEO )C. 

P. 
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p. M. IN ITU BONONTAM REDITUQTtF CAROI.US V. IM- N*VIL 
PER AT. CUI ORATORLS TUNETANi REGIS HIC SOLEN- 
NE TRIDUTUM SOLVERUNT. CAROLUS VIII. GALLIARUM 
REX. CARLOTA CYPRI REGIKA, ET SARBCATtiB REGINA. 
THOM^ REGIS FILI A. FRIDERICUS PRINCEPS SALERNI. 
FF.RRANDI RFGIS NEAPOLIT.ANT FILIUS ET MARIA HIP- 
POLYTA Dista CALABRIiE. GALtATIUS MARIA SFORTIA 
MEDIOLANI DUX. HIC LITTERS LATINJE GKJECJL.^ i. 
RESTAURATiE, UVTJE ARTES FXCULTiE. PLATONICA 
PHILOSOPHIA RESTiTUTA. ACADEMIA FLORENTINA A 
COSMO I. VERNACULjE ETRUSCjE LINGUA CULTUI SA- 
CRATA. 6EMFER HI PARIETES COLUMNiEQyE ERXmiTtS 
VOCimiS RESONUERUNT. ADE8 HASCE. TAtfTM OLORLA 
VIX CAPACES. GABRIEL CHIANNI ET RIVALTI MARCHIO. 
SENATORiS FRANCISCI RICCARDI F. A FERDINANDO II. 
M. E. D. A. CIO. ID C LVIIII. COMPARATAS. IN POSTICA 
PARTE AUXIT. VRANCISCUS MARCHIO. COSMI MAR. 
CHIONTS F. GABRIELIS SUPRADICTI. EX FRATRE N. ET 
HERES. VETUSTAM jF.DIUM MAGNIFICKNTIAM j^MULA- 
TUS. ILLAS SACELLO SACRiS RELiqUIiS REFERTO, 
BIBLTOTHECA. MOSEO. 8IGNIS. SCALFTIS CALATlSQliE 
GEMMIS. VETERTBUS NUMMIS. ANAGLYPHIS. PICTURIS 
INSTRUCTAS. IXTUS FORISQIIE DUPLO AMPLTAVIT. VE- 
TEREM PARTEM IN MELIOREM FORMAM RLDEGIT. OR, 
HAVrr. ORKAT. A. CI3. 13CC.XV; 

H O S F £ S 

MEDICEAS OLIM ^DES. IN QITIBUS NGN SOLUM TOT PRIN- 
CIPES VIRI. SED ET SAPIENTIA IPSA HABITAVIT. JEDES 
OMNIS ERUDITIONIS. QUiE HIC REVIXIT. NUTRICES. 
MUNC ETIAM AD ERUDITUM LUXUM ANTIQUITATIS ST 
ELEGANTIARUM THESAURUM. 

GRATUS VENERARE, 



VOL. I. 
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Bit Mvum jbig* Ftènm, 

JUiurmk a Mtdtcit Ftlio Caruthm, Rmat, Pttrut Me£etti 
FhrmHat^ 15* Mertu 1465* 

N«VIII. Io mi ritrovo in tanta afflictione it dispiacere pel mesto & doloraao caio- 

dcl!a morte dell' Illmo Duca A\ Milano, clic io non so dove mi sia, & per tua 
discrctioDC (tuoi giudicare quanto cimporU & publice & prìvatìm* & parmi col 
ilio BL datore che costì si tmova, te ne debba per mia parte con Id cordial* 
mente dolere, & te conforto a pigliarne pensiero & non manìnconia, la qoale 
non giov;vnir;ìtr, h i pensieri alle volte sono utili, facendoli buoni. Io ancora 
che mi sia duro quanto puoi stimare* m' ingegno pigliarne partito meglio ch« 
poMO, Il ipcRH ^ che al presente non p«iide fai me la ripone, ancorehè 

dìfEclle sìa, lo farà ci tempo. E ci sono poi lettere da Milano de' 9. & de* 
IO. le quali mando, perchè tu intenda come le cose di là pacsaoot che alla 
ventura andranne meglio che non ent V oppiniooe ft credealìa £ molti, lo 
aciiiù di principio a N. S., il quale come capo &<guida non aoiamente della 
Lega, ma di tucti e Christiani, che facesse pensiero alla conscn-a di quello 
stato, che vi può fare più sua Beatitudine^ che nessuno altrot & quando non 
fesse per altro rìspecto per mantenere la pace & la quiete d' balia, & benofaè 
io creda Sua Beatitudine esserci optimamentc disposta, pure accadendo farne 
ogni opportuna opera, perchè sai quel che richiede 1' oficio & debito nostro 
verso la felicissima memoria del S. passato e della Excellentia di Madonna & 
' d^ suoi incliti figliuoli. Et appresso kmai vìa sonare d' iostruaienti, o 
canti e balli, o simili altre cose d' allegrezza ; & della cagione, perchè e ve- 
nuto Malatesta* per ora lascia stare, U maxime in fino a Pasqua, U non ne 
ragtonaiei perchi credo Uiogflcrl mutare proposito, & di quello die b deli* 
bercrò lapott» & tu non ne potlaie con nean»^. eioe;Qto non Giovanni & 
Malateata. 

Perl' nhìma tua deliiVlII. eri arrivato costì a salvamento clie mi piacer 
all' entrata tcra stato fncto glande honore, che tutto babbiamo a riconoscere 
ft da Dio & dagli huomini del mondo, a chi siamo troppo obligati, & ni fa 
penneio di satié&re in parte al debito coli' opeie, & £ue conto «f essere Tee. 
diie imuuni al lempOk- die cosi richiede d Ùsogno* 

Dell' altre cose die costì seguono alla giornata intenderati, come per al- 
ti» to detto^ eoa Giofuni (Temabnooi) U iafitallaltie metti d qipo a in- 

tcndcie 
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icndcfe to mto di coMla «egi«n^ e lemini dw eUa ti imam, accift che I|« VIU, 
ftl suo ritorno tu lo raporti chbin ne* tendili» in che litniova» Nè «Itto al 
pteaeate : Chrùto ti goanii. 

' Enoù scordalo cimM jcnen d fiiram klttie da Ibntova delli ^ 

vlsono come quello Sig. avea capitolato & concbiuso, Se rcstnre t n!r!ato del Re 
Semodot & fucato per un pasto è grande & utile } co«ì habbumo questo dì 
lattare nmìbuenie dalli ii. da Genova, & laceentano come quelli cittadìiù 
ttnÌTenahnente tutti coom iom stati alla devoaioiie della felice memoria dd 

Signore passato, ▼oglìono essere a Madonna & alli fit'liuo!! ; haverano 
facto octo cittadini, che cui Governatore iosieoie ctri;^ toic cuccio iaceMono 
fuanto iuiae di btwjgiw. 

A qiKtti di lo Miiplo a baatnza. Ho di poi una Ina dcP 15, & per essa 
intendo, come ooaó eia la nuova delia morte del Duca di Milano, ci quale 

Dio habbl riccTuto n gratia, c delle provisioni facte costì del mandare a Mi- 
lano & scrivere altrove, & ultimamente della determinazione luvea fatto 
N. S. ddla eonsem di quello stato, che molto i piaSiuto animsafanenie a 
ciascuno. Noi qui per lo simile siamo in disposizione far tanto per quella 
Urna. Madonna & pe' suoi incliti figliuoli quanto per la liberti nostra che 
non manco cimporta, & potri esieie die non «ari a iare aldo die dimostra» 
tioni, perchè per infino a dì i7.dd pieiente, che sono V ultime, hdriminw 
da Milano, non v' era innovato cosa nessuna, & tutto passava in buona pace 
& quiete, & per quanto si «ente a Vineaia^ secondo le parole e le dimostra» 
lied» queUa S%noiia mostrava volere vivere hi buona pace it quiete con 
Ifedonna & con lì figliuoli, come Iiavevan fatto colla felice memoria del 
Padre. Io sono di quelli che lo credo, parendomi che la ragione lo persuada. 
Circa questa parte non mi distendo, havendotene per altra mia detto allungo» 
fle perche rimando le lettere chio ò di là ma a ogni modo conosco essere 
grande profitto & utilità, che la Sanctilà di N.S. dimostri volere, che si con- 
servi la pace & quiete d* Italia, & a questo cfiRscto credo cooc(»reieino tocdi 
il perchìo sono certo Sua Beatitudine ce inclinaci, & sempre na fiuto dùno> 
stratlone, me ne passo di leggiere, sperando che fU la ^tia di Db ft f 
opere di Sua Saoctità tocto babbi a succedere bene. 

uc n Resto 
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Vfi VUL Ktttù tvinto come cdh Sancdti del Ftp» «ri ìMo St pwfato ddh fte> 

eenda di Stefano da Osimo, Se come Sua Sandìità restava contenta, che così 
♦ porta la ragione pr1 '-""ne comune delle parti & 1' universale ddl-i città, Se 
panni N. S« lantenda a buon vcr$o & sapientissimamente che nou si da taglia 
afe» ma tenere in spalls, clie non può tiare, k non per giorave, e potrebbe 
essere, che la dispositioiie del tempo farebbe mutare proposito pure a me j 
basta sentire che ()ue«to aon sia motuproprio di Sua Beatitudine, ma daltri, & 
vedi sopra tucto di ftic die leid sadé&cio le contento, perchè quando finse 
alttimend, testam mal quieto nell' animo. 

Non sò quello harete eseguito dipoi circa la dtspotiteria dello allume, la 
quale, come per altra ho detto, son contento cbe accepti in mio nome, 1^ 

non dubito ce ne governeremo in modo, che la S. di N. S. se ne terrà ben 
servita contenta : circa di ciò ti ristrignerai con Giovanni Tornabuoni, & 
dt questa & deli' altre cose ne determinerete quello che crederete sia el 
negliot 

Come per altra to decto dell' andare tuo più in là, mi pare da soprastare 
per inaino iàcto la pasqua : in questo mOttO s* intenderà tanto innanà che 
c' insegnerà deliberar* el meglio. Facesti bene a incitare Messer Agnolo, 
el quale aspectiamo qui ogni giorno. Le lettere da Milano, eh' io ti mandai 
ne' dì passati, & quelle che ti si mandano al presente, rimandale indrieto. 

H acteode ognora sentire dell' entrata dell' Ilbno. Galeazzomaria. 
£1 Conte d'Urbino a dì i8. fu alla Scarperia senza venire qui, che stimo 
lo facesse per non perder tempo : subitto dovcrri essere a Milano ; & simile 
el Sig. Alessandro x di quel dhe s^iri sanù avvisato» £1 Sig. Gismoudo 
era airinilo a Vui^ta. 

£glè el vero che 1' Arcidiacono è stato in cxtremo dì morte, di poi è 
migliorato in modo^ cbe non A stima babbia a morire di questo male, 

e 1' inpensiero, clic avevi facto di Pellegrino, lodo sonunamente, et es- 
aendo accadute ci b; j^tiij [;'.irci dimostrato quanto desidero conpiaccrlo 
tt servirlo : quando tu vedi ci Vescovo dì Raugia, raccomandami alla bua 
Signoria» 8c simile a Meswr liomurdo Datit akro. €1insto ti guardi. 
A A 31. di Masm 1465. 

Lttttr* 
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N? IX. 

Ltttm £ Lmgi Pulci a Lertnto Medici. 
Tratta da ttO» • puma »H arebivm dtt Palasau Vted^aFinmum 

Al nome di dio. a d) si Aft. 146$. Caro mio Loienzò» to d laackstl DL' 

si (consolati nel tuo partire, eh' !o non credo ancora potere sostenere la peana 
a scriverti questa lettera. Hp bene intesto da Braccio diligentemente del tuo 
cammino, et stimo al presente sia in Vincgia} et acciochè noi facciamo 
bum» pfiiiGtpio al mio scrivere, dico eh' io «M tolto loletto, tamritOi 
afflitto senza te. D' altra p.utc io son molto contento della tua dipartita, 
però eh' io la riputo avventurata per molte ragioni. Tu vedrai cote degne 
et Tarie, di che suole veleiitieri paweni il tao ingegno, lo quale io eatimo 
prestantissimo di tutti gli altri, excepto in una sola cosa, et cetexa ceteNntm. 
Et la tua consolazione non può per alcuno modo essere scn7a mio gàudio. 
£t ancora ho chiamata più volte felicissima questa tua partenza \ acciochè tu 
ma abbi eonunesso peccato, ad ajutare nella sua pe t iaiion e nuovamente 
aiFermatn, quello, con che 1' amico di Valdarno del corno, voleva entrare 
neir orto del Borromeo per le mura } overo con che egli pota le pergole^ 
quando non afpngne dappiè col avo pennatnzio. Non domandare cDa d 
k alzata tre liraccìa più che queaf anno pattato la neve 1 et io n* ho tanta havnta 
pel capo, e per gli occhi, che non sa se non n fare di me, come facemo in 
Mugello di pesci al salceto poi che furono morti. £t al tutto la mia buona 
diligenzia, ta mia povera fatica in ricercare per ogni parte vocaboli acoomodad 
al bisogno, per ritrovare 1' origine vero, andando personalmente, è perduta, 
e cassa, ** Mai non vo cantar (any io solea" &C Se tu ci fussi io farei 
mazze di sonetti come «fi cìriege in questo calcndo di maggio. Io direi cose 
di* d sole et la luna si fcrmarcbbono, come a Josuc, per udirle. Tuttavìa 
n* o tra denti qualcuno per uscir fuori } poi dico il mio Lorenzo non ci è, 
nel quale era vcrameute ogai mio refugio» et ogni speranza. Questo solo 
mi ripreme ; ma sìa felice e presto il tao tomarej eh* io hsh pure nn tratto 
ridere il popolo tatto } poi me n* andrò in sul carré Delio -, et la mia patria 
sarà dove lo stajo della farina valli pochi soidi, e dove s' infarinino i pàKÌ> e 
fungili secchi, et le zucche^ et uoD gl' huominif &c. VaIo~ , ". "' ■ 



■ ' ''Su ■ 
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HUtaRtnm tifae tftìm» addetemU LmmMù M«Sà Pitri FUk tanjuam fratti 

Me foTtè mimi» bomiaem tibi dcdidniiBaB» In tuo s pitrlB di i ec ii u » 

amkorum ilia comniutii<i tibi minime prxstltisse, reddam si p«tero rationem 
per littcras, quas ne multum difEeram facit incredibile detidcrium tui, jtie- 
tàaque in ce noMn Nogubrii. Ut enim u qubitt forte voliwra ittecaotiu viiU 
tiu avertunti ncque Medici m.-inus aspiccrc patiuatttr» iic ego eum a me di* 
midium mei scparatur, xqutcic animo absens tui quam prxsens extlti&6em. 
Accessit et alia cura quam nos dicendam in aliud temptus diifcrcmusi led 
inrofecto Jipe tcro affimare possumi inter tot caJanitatea quitnis me fertnna 
Tchementer exercuit, nihil milii hac nostra disjunctione, his annis accidis6e 
molcstius. Neque tamen ego is sum ut aliquis forte putaret malignus alienae 
volujitaits inierpres> qui ut mei muscxi cadavera corvi sequuntur, sic foeno* 
ntoff an^dtiat pnqtosita netiar utilkate; sed tanta certe ob singulares virtntei 
tuas et mores ingcnuos exarsit in nobis bcncvolcntis magnitudo, ut sine te 
ab ipsa pene bununitate destituti esse videamur. £t jam tam brevi pauconun 
dieniai internilo, tarn diu videmnr tnariaaima conioetiidioe tua caiuiwe^ 
nt qnin aUquid ad te diem us litterarum quibus tecum quasi coram colloquamor 
facete nullo modo possimus. Qui enim alitcr dcsidtrium nostrum fallamus, at- 
que orbicatem nostram consolemur ì Atque in hoc illud nobis deessc sentimus« 
iUod leqoijriBiM» illud omnibus voti» ezpetimoa, jocundianmaa eermauom 
tuorum per littcras vices, qux quiilem si cogitationibus nostris ncccsscrinf, mul- 
tum erit profecto de nostro desiderio diminutum. Videbimur cnim nobis et 
tecum etee, et Un» tit ait Maro audire et leddere vocee. Quam quidem rem 
fyVBK tu profecto dcbes ; sive ut amicitix satisfacias, sive ut hac exeieitadoM 
aliquam dicendi facultatcm consequnris; est cnim ut ait Cicero optìmus 
ac przstantissimus dicendi eflcctor ac magister stilus : quern praccipue ado« 
lecoentes intermitteie ouUo pacto debent i Frequena namque a (enetia aania 
faciendum periculiim, atqiic- altius agendx radices eonim studiorum cx 
^ibutpostea in provectiore state maaimam|[ratiam atque ubenrimos fructiu 
expectamua. £t quanim ut inquU idem Ckero laudnm i^oriam adama- 
mna« quibus artibus ex laudea c omp are n tur In lis est potÌHÌmnm certe ab 
adolescemià laborandum. Usus pntcrea et experientia omnibtis in rebus 
dominatur, sine quibus profecto nedum rea tam ardua, tam pncclara, sed ne 
minjauB quidem et irilittùme anium perditcuntnr. Quod n alla rea est quK 
Wttdai oaut ae acdulitatia ittdi|et« cu certe ttUnt est : qm ut frequenti cxer> 

citatìooB 
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citatione alitur, ita desuetudine obtoleacit, atquc intercidit. Neque solum }|« 
ill iis qui nondum jecerant dicendi fandameota, sed et in iis qui multum 
in ea re perfieeeniot» n iotennittaiuri «eribeo^ laogueidt induitrn. Quare 
sive ob exercitationis uùlitatem, sive ut amico tilù dedtdilìmo tem gratam 

facias, scribe ad nos, quam sxpissimc, neve nos suavissima verborum tuorum 
vicissitudine frdudcs. Satis enim erit superque satia ejus aspcctu carcre, qui 
ttDO tantum obtutu (ncque hoc te latet) cr maxima animi pertnfbatìone ad 
summam tranquillitatem revocare potcstatcm habet. Vale et nos ami, nos- 
qpc Gentili nostro commendato. Ex Fiorentia 4. Kalenda* Novembri» 146^, 



vir amict master carisóme. Anuvamore prima sì per le, N* ^ 
ivitate vostre, sì per H nierld paterni & vn4» nuovamente inteso con^ 
quanta prudentia virilità & animo vi siate portato in la reformatioue del^ 
novo reggimento, & quanta demonstratione habiate^ dau de vui libframenti^ 
bavetB tanto adioncti» all' aarare ve poftaramo, cbe è stata una wìif^tipliicar 
tione infinita. CongratuJomene dunque al Magnifico Piero, che abbia un 
M digno figliolo : congratulomenc etiam al populo Fiorentino, cbe hnbia sì 
notabile difensore de la tua liberti t 8c non mino ad nui meditimi, che ab- 
biamo tale andco» in-lo quale la virtatc con gli anni insieme piglia ogne dì 
manifestissimo nu?nienro. Anparteneria forse ad nui cxcitarve :\d le opere 
laudabili} ma la natura vostra generosa et prona ad le cose digne non ha bi« 
Bogno de exdtatore. Ultra di qwecto la nwoioria dd'»«atn> nobtUamno avo 
et lo cxcmplo i!cl patrc, che havete avanti locchi, hanno in se tanta cfTicacla, 
che non rechedino cxortatione ne conCorto alcuno* Fur lamorCf cbe ve por- 
tano ne stringe a pregarve vogliate de oontùrao produnre tali frocti, quali 
havete comenzato ad dare delle vostre digne opere con tanta bwde .de voi 
propri, gloria del vostro Magnifico Patre, & cxpcct^tinne ti - !; vostra citt?i, 
& finalmente con laudabilissimo testifaonio de Italia luiu, la nuùzia della 
quak è andata h virtà vostra. Segtiitate dunque coòo havere oonensatOy 

chiiulo ogne dì de' vui ali cittadini, & amici vostri malor speranza dcla virti 
propria, & de haver ad esser digno successore della notabilissima cas i vostra. 
Ad la qual cosa coti corno non ve mancano anche abundantcmcatc, ve sup- 
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X» pliscono tutte facilitale ad ciò necestarìe, & de U catta & de U cituts, coù 
havercMi etiam da Itmtano Miiicit cìie wt dmatio Vfn & dRctaow cndawt» 
de Tcii tt perfect» aaùcìdsj inter li quali ImrcntB ani per pMMQtti. 
Datam in Caatio nofo Neapdia XXvuI. S^t. 1466. 

Eex Fndiiiaadtta. 



Letler» dr jtkgeh AceiajpU a FUtn MedUì. 
Smu 17. 9mtm^ 1466. 

XL SPECXABILIS vir fratcr bonoraode. Io mi rìdo di quel eh' io veggio. 
Dio tf ha apparecchiato potermi cancellare tacce le ragioni che io ho teco* & 
non lo sai fare, e mi fu totla la patria & lo stato per tuo padre } tu se* in 
termiae che me lo puoi rendere : io 1' ajutal che non li fusse tolta h roba, ora 
e* tolgono a me & grani Se certe miserie di masserizie ; tu me le puoi salvare ; 
BOB domùte più ih dhaoattaiedieta'iAM vuoi' ewa« ing^i ionoa dìcò 
questo per la roba, bench* io diln biibgDOit'qjBaBlÒ ìù b dko per rtapett» 
tm: iBocomandomì a te. 

Jtìtpmia di JNitn Medici eiu 
Btamtimtittmh* 1466Ì 

Hiy^fi^ equct — pater honorande. H metro lideic ha fatto che 
io non pianga, che pure avere dispiacere di questa vostra fortuna. Ma voi 
usate ci vostro consueto senno, che in simili casi è necessario» La vostra 
'colpat «ooae per ahni nàia t« he detto è manifesta it tale^ die la mìa 0 àftnt 
intercessione non gioverebbe. Io di mia natura volentieri dimentico & 3 voi 
& a ciascun altro, che contro di me ha havuto animo ìoimico & hostile. Io 
ho ^Umesso ogni iagiurìa i la Repubblica non può e non debbe per lo exem- 
^ coti de klggiew perdonare, come voi sapete meglio dime, che Miete di 
queste cose vedere assai, & in pubblico in privato predicarle. Scrivete che 
liuti cacciato per mio padre, & per salvargli la roba) ricordate gli obblighi. 
Mbn mtgp e«eie' Hai» eempee grtndie aaaidtia' la voeini con mio padre, 9c 
MB noi altri, ta iffiiie secondo n^pone vai vi dofca'Bve ÌB^hioIo, coinè io 
mugtt mi fi «an» lepritato» Fmti caodato eon mioiadre» fiistì e-mndio 

' ' riciuamato 
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as 

richlimato eon lui, come piacque nlh Rcpubbllci, clic di noi ha piena Se N'XL 
libera potcntia, nèc redo V amicitia nostra con toì vi sia &uta danno o vcigog- 
n» alcttin« come chùuro ti diraoitra» & forse che la ragione oblighi Se bene- 
fizj fra noi batte» e retta più del pari» che non vi pare secondo el vostro scrì- 
vere, bencliè io certamente sempre mi vi riputai obligate } ma voi me avete, 
se bene examinate la coscientia vostra, assai disobtigo ì nientedimeno voglio 
Matanri oUìgato in quanto appartiene a me privatamente, che la ingiurìa pub- 
lica non posso, nè voglio, nè debbo perdonare, ed in privato dimenticare el 
tutto, & dimettere ogni ingiuria, & restare quei figliuolo che debbo eiccce 
ia vano di voi tal fadte. 

RLtnB MMùg^ Lortmu di Fkh d* C$ùm H XùékL 
Cavati da dot figU serkH di tua pr^na tium, 

MTBATTI D;l UN CODICE CELINA Ft'BliLiCA LIBRI.RIA MAGUABBCHIANA. 

E Jtaa^ati nel tuuvf LuaMriù della TucaKa JtW amia t^^, 

biefe del corso di mia vita e d' alcttne ahve eoae d* iaa- M*XDL 

porr 1 1 a degne di memoria per lume c informazione di chi sucoedeià flHMà* 
mamcnte de' figli nqaOi oominciata questo di 15. Marzo 14ft* 

. . ' ' * 

Trovo per libri di Piero nostro padre, che io nacqui a di primo di gra- 
naio 1448, ed ehb<; detto nostro padre di Mnria L ucrezia di FraoccKO Torna- 
buoai nostra madie sette iigii, quattro, maschi, e tre iemmiae« dei quali re^ 
atfame al pteieate qaattio doe mascU edttefeaniiae, doè.Ginliaapiiib ft»- 

telto d' et.-l d* anni ... ed io d' nnni 24. e la Bhnca dfiillitt dì pi^^OllBO 
de* Pazzi, c U Natuiiiu dotma di J^ema^do RaoeiUj. 

Giovanni di Averardo, ovvero di Bion dd MetSà Mltto bitavob tnnm ' 
che morì a dì 20. Febbraio 142S. a ore 4. di notte senra voler f^r testamento, 
laacio il valsente di Fiorini 178. mila 221. di suggello come appare per un 
rieofdo di mano di Coaio» wMiro amia ■ 'm «no libro Mgnto dì cnoio iMio 
a e. 7. tìmb datio Giptanm apoi 49* 

TOL.t> XX Rkaaae 
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N** 211. Rimase di lui due figli cioè Cosimo noitro avolo aUon ^«tà^ anni 40. 
e Lorenzo suo {rateilo à' età d' anni 30. 

Dì Loienso nacque Fier Fnmoeseo » di ... nd 1430. che at praratte 

vive. 

Li Codmo Mcqtte Piero nottro Fadte s dì . . e GUmmd noiCio zi» 
e dì . . . 

A di ... di Settembce 1433. là eoiteoitto in FiIucm Cetfno metto 
avolo con perìcolo di pena e auppUd» capitale. 

E a di 9. di Settembre confinato e rdegato a FMkva Ini» e Loiaizo sao> 
-fratelb e a di fi. confinmato per la Balìa^del f433i> 

E a dì 16. di Dicembre 1433. aliargato di potere stare in tutte le terre 
Venniani, imo più preaao a Tttenze die fané Padova. 

A dì 7.g. di Settembre 1434. per il consiglio della Balìa fu revocato nella 
Patria con grandissimo contento di tutta la Città, e quasi & tutta Italia, dove 
poi vìM air nlttnio de* suoi gimni Principale nd govemoddia noMn 
RepnfaiUìcak 

Leienso de* liedid fiatdb dr Comno noatio avolo paaift da qveaca «ita a 
disoi diScttendive 1440. d' etàdtamiÌ4tf.inciicaa(^T^iaore4.dÌnotte 

senza voler fare testamento, rcetò suo unico Erede Pier Francesco, suo figlio 
e trovosfi alla sua morte il valsente di fiorini 235. mila 137. di suggello come 
appare a detto fibno tegreto di Codino a c. 13. del quA valsente Godno 
•i^adetto tenne a utile a benefizio di detto Pier Francesco figlio del detto 
Lorenzo, come di Piero, e Giovanni suoi figli insìno che fu d* età conveniente, 
come appare tutto partieokumcnte per i libri di detto Cosimo, dove è tenuto 
paidcotannente conto di tntto. 

A dì ... di Dìceml»e 145 1. sendo detto Pier Francesco in età si divise 
da noi per lodo dato M. MsveeUo dq^ Stioszi, eAtamaMio Sdràti» ÌL 
Carlo Marsuppini, Bernardo de* Medici, Amerigo Cavalcantif e Giovanni 
8eni«unij per il «jod lodo Itt conaegoato k jneti dt tatti e floetó 

samai te 
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«mente diiidofi il «miigpo» ed i miglìort capi, e di tatto fa vogato Ser Ao* N* ZIL 
toDÌo Fugi Nota». 

£ nel medesimo tempo lo ritirò compagno per il terzo in tutti e nostri 
ttiffidùt dove ba avansaio più di noi, per aver avuto manco epeae. 

GtOTfnnni nostro rio sopradetfo morì a dì primo di Novembre 1453. nella 
nostra casa di Firenze senza fare testamento, perchè non aveva figli ed era in 
fioteati patema, non di mmo fu hksbb ad esecnzione interamente k ma al* 
tima volontj, ebbe di Maria Gine^Ta degV Alessandri un figliudo dlianntO 
Cosioio che mori di Novembre 1461. d' età di anni 9. in circa* 

Cosimo nostro nvolo nomo sapientissimo mori a Careggi a di primo di 
Agosto 1 464. d' età d' anni 76. in circa molto lacerato dalla vcrchic7?a , <• (^alla 
gotta, con grandissimo dolore, non solamente di noi, e di tuita la Citta, ma 
generalmente di tntta Italia perche fa uomo famoràsain» od ornato di moitei« 
singolari virtù, morì in grandissimo stato quanto Cittadino Fiorentino, di 
cui sia memoria, fu seppellito in San JLorenzo, non volle far testamento nè 
volle pompa funebre, nondimeno tutti ì Signori d' Italia mandarono ad ono- 
rarlo, e a condolersi della am morte, e infra gU altri la Maestà del Re Loigi 
di Francia commissc fussc onorato della sua bandiera, che per rispetto dì 
quanto aveva ordinato, di non voler pompa, non volle Piero uo&tro padre 
die ai facesse. 

Per decreto pubblico fu intitolato Pater Fatriae» di che abbiamo in cam il 
privilegio o lettera patente^ 

Dopo la cui morte seguirono molte sedizioni nella Città, specialmente fa 
perseguitato per invidia nostro padre, e noi non senza gran pericolo, e degli 
amici, « dello Skato, e facokl noatre^ IH che mieqae il Parlamento e notili 
del 1465. che furono relegati M. Agnolo AcciaiooK» M.Dktb«Iri« eNio> 
colò Soderìni con altri, e riformossi lo Stato. 

L' anno 1455. per la fnmìliarità tenuta nostro avolo, e nostro padre COll 
la casa di Francia, la M;>està del Re Luigi Insigni e ornò 1' Arme nostra di 
tre gigli d' oro nel campo azzurro, che portiamo al presente, di che abbiamo 
lettere patenti col tnggello Reale pendente, dae fa approvato, e confermato 
In Falasco fa S. fave d^ Priori. 

xz a L'anno 
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ÌX9 za, V anno 1^167. dì luglio d venne il Doca Galeazn di Milane eh* en in 

rampo contro Barcolonimca di Bergamo in Romagna che vessava lo Suto 
nostro, c alloggiò in casa nostra, che così voile, benché dalla Stptorìa gli 
iiis&e stato apparecchiato in Santa Maria Novella. 

Il medesimo anno 1467. circa il Febbnio, e Mnr^o, si comprò Sercz/ana, 
e SerezzanellO| c Castel-Nuovo da M. Lodovico, e M. Tommastao da 
Campo FregosI per opera di Fiero nostra padre» non ottante fusnno nella 
guerra folta, e fccciil il pagamento a Siena per Francesco Sassctti nostro MÌp 
oistrOf e compagno in quel tempo degli Ufiziali del Monte* 

Io LoienTO tolti Donna Clarice figlinola del Signore Iacopo Orfìno, ov- 

TCTo mi fu data, di Dicembre 1468. c ft-ci le nozze in casa nostra a dì 4. di 
Giugno 1469 trovomi di lei insino a oggi due figliuoli una femmina chia- 
mata Lucrezia d' et» d* anni . . . e vn maschio cbiannrto Fiero di ... . 
aaetì» e lei gra^a» Iddio ce li presti lungamente, e la guardi lungamente da 
Ogni pericolo, -iconciossi d' altri due figli matchi di meù cinque in dicai c 
vitsero iiifino ai uattesìmo. 

Di luglio 1469. à richiesta dell'Illustrissimo Duca G.jlea720 di Milano 
andai a Milano e gli tenni a battesimo il suo primogenito, chiamato Giovanni 
Galeazzo a nome dì Piero nostro padre, dovi fui molto omoiato, e più eh* at> 
cun' altro che vi fussc per simil cosa, benché ve ne fussi de' più degni assai di 
me, e per fare il debito nostro donammo alla Duchessa una collane d' oro 
con un grosw Diamante die oosià ràea Awatì ne mila. Donde è «cgutto 
cV il prefaio Signore ha voluto che battezai tutti gli altri tuoi figfi. 

Per eaegutre e far* come gli altri giostrai in sulla piazza di Santa Croce 
«Od grande spesa, e gran sunto, nella quale trovo m spese circa fiorini 10. 
anila di suggello ; e benché d' anni, c dì colpi non fussi molto strenue, mi fu 
giudicato il primo onore cioè un elmetto fornito d' arienio, con un marte 
per cimiero. 

Piero nostro padi pi da questa vita alli 2. di Dicembre 1469. d'età di 
aiim, . . . molto aliiitto dalle gotte, non volle far tesumento, ma feccsi 1' io« 
▼entario» « ttovammod alloca ilvalaenie di fiorini dugento trentasette mila 

novecento ottanta nove, come appare a un libro verde grande di mia ma- 
no in carta di capretto a c* ^x» Fu sepeiUto in S. IiOrcDZO»c di continuo 6i fa 
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la sua sepoltura, e di Gio. suo fratello^ più degna che sappiamo per mctterri N* XII* 
le loro ossa. Iddìo «Un* avuto muerieordn delle anime. Tu molto pianto 

da tutta la Citt.'i, perchè era uomo intero, e di perfettissima bontà, e dai 

Signori d' It.ili.i misstmamTnte i principali fummo per lettere, e imbasciate, e 
condoglienze della sua morte, e com ott'crito lo Stato loro per la nostra difeca. 

Il secondo dì dopo !a sua morìe cjuantunquc Io Lorenzo fussi molto gio- 
vane, cioè di anni 21. vennono a noi a casa i Principaii della Città, e dello 
Stato, a dolent de) caso, e confortarmi, che pigliassi la cura della Città, e 
dello Stato, come avevano fatto 1' AtoIo^ « il f»àn mìo, le quali cote per 
esser contro nlla mia età, di gran carico, e pericolo, mal volentieri accettai, e 
solo per conservazione degli amici e sostanze nostre, perchè a Firenze si può 
mal vivete senza Io Stato, delle quali infino » qui tàxmo rinaciti «on more, e 
grazia, reputando tutto, non da prudenz>fm»p«r. gratin di. PjififS péri buo- 
ni portamenti de' miei paasatu r ' 

Gian somma di denari trovo aMnarno spe^ dall' anno 1434. in qnà, come 

appare per un quadcrnuccio in quarto da detto anno 1434 fino a tutto 1471. 
si vede somma incredibile, perchù ascende a fiorini 6Ó3755, tra muraglie 
limotine, e gravezze senza P altre speae, di clie non voglio dokmii perdiè 
quantunque molti giudicassero averne una parte in borsa, io giudico essere 
gran lume allo Stato nostro e pajommi ben collocati^ ^ ne sono molto bea 
contento. 

Di Settembre 1471, fui eletto Imbasciatorc a Roma per 1* incoronazione 
di Papa Sisto IV. dove fui molto onorato, e di quindi portai le due teste di 
marmo antiche deli* Immagine di Anguste, e dì Agtippa, le quali mi donò 
detto Papa, e più portai la scodella nostra di Calcidonio intagliata con molti 
altri cammei, e medaglie, che si comprarono allora fra le altre il Calcidonio. 
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N° XIIL 



Em Bmì, Sffc lit. fUr, V. L ^ tit. 

■dritUpiori Landini Xandra, Liber srcundtu, ad Fetrum Mtdicm, 

YfJSSL NOSTW certa mIoi Medices* quo socpitei oanquam 

Dffuerunt sacris praemia virginibu?, 
<^o Duce Tyrrhcni* dcductum montibus Arnum 

Ftradènt Aonìit toi!» cuoia ìugU» 
Publica sì quando ccssant tìbi muncra, Mldet 

Instaurare brevi seria longa ioco. 
Ne pudeat nostro* pcrcurrerc Pcue KbcUos, 

Et-no^ hOari Ironie piotnw meiit 
Magnos mngna decent, fateor : tamen haec quo(|ae feMOi» 

Qjiae reparcnt aaimos, ne fugienda putes. 
'Scipio nam qvMttus cestit» cui panica Ttrtuf, 

Fortìa cum Lyblcl contudit arma Ducis. 
Hunc tamen. in placido vidcrunt ocii ludo» 

Ostrea Campano spargere lecta solo. 
TriatiiM in tems* qmm Stoica dieta Catooiat 

Nil Danai, Latil nil meruere viri, 
Hic tamen ad multasi conviria ducere noctem. 

Et aolin» cuna atepe lente mcM. 
Sic Tu, quo magni popiiii flcctuntnr lubmae^ 

Dum Icgis ìiacc ssnctum pone supercilium. 
Saepe tibi rcdicus Teuc ad maiora dabuntur, 

■Si lepaiM memein, qua feria iib» loda. 

Ciaminibus nostrìs reniet tibi siqua voluptas» 

Vt releves animum carmina nostra I^ge. 
Quod si nec salibus poterunt, ullovc lepore^ 

Te retinere Fetre* tu tamen iUa Icgec. 
^ Rex PeUacns quainria mm docta Poetae 

SttN^t heci CKinia» liroat» tanen» 

Et 
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Et magis offidiMi studio^ nofit «micH N*Xni« 

Quod tardom vaùs laeserat tngenium. 
Ergo non munus, sed dantis munera tnentem 
Inapioel sieque KlteDS canmiia ntwtn leges. 

Non tam magniiìcns non est qui maxima ilonat, 
Qoam qui parva libcn» sumere dona potest. 

Jd Pttnm M*àgm imAit iùtetmOir kuiStm. 

Pvrpiireis semper vement tibi biuta losetis». 
Inque tunm tdlva nt levi» wque eapyt, 

mia ncc Elysios passim celebrata per agroSj. 

Quam tua Moecenas rìdeat umbra magis. 
Moecenas, inopcs quomdam miaerate Poeta<» 

MoeceoM Flio^ Kaidmiqiie deciNb 

Te duce grandisonans consurgìt in armai^ yinUBI||lief 

Olim qui denas l'a cecinisset ayes. 
Alter cnt tennis pauper pneeonie aldanit». 

Cuius erat Lalagen diccrc posse labor. 

Hie ubi Campano» a te deductus in agro» 

^vperiem vcno eentit ainre pede»^ 
Protitnil toonni Lesboo carmine laudes. 

Et supCTum cecinit dulcia furta Deum| 
Nec mirum tristi pulsis e pectore curici 

Libera «i taatmn mens s^tatMC opus. 
Sed nunc Moecenas Tyrrhenis alter in ofis 

Conspicitur, claris qui faret ingeniis. 
Vos modo sublimi vates consurgite tctsu, 
cnpitìs sacra dngeie fronte caput. 
SifC Sophoclcis libet biec cantare cothuiniSn 

8eu iuvat Aonii ludere more senis. 
Nam Mcdicwn Feauiis stafamt dwo-lnlta «eioBUii» 

Atfia «"ag * } m1inìf conoddxrata ^lii 
Ncc vos materies, nec merces carminis unqaam 

Deseret, hoc virtus pracstat utrumque Petri. 
Die cofit masM» docbos cdtk Ole FoBtas» . 

Vafnam nec meni» hwte aiine tioit» 

Nam 
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N* XQL Nam mtU quaecumque amis, quaeemnqae Icgttt 

Pace, ptrant clnri nobilifate viri, 
Ni fuerinl tiiagixo Mu&aiutn fui» favore. 

Tendere in aefemum non tcditufa t itvm. 
Bjgo colit doctos, doctorum & carmina vatunii 

,Quac sint digna cani maxima fact gent. 
Nocquam magnanimo genitus fortique parcutc. 

In coeptis gnvibus degener ipw 6àL 
Kam tantum emicuit iuvcnili in pectore quondun 

Consilium, quantum vis (okt esse Mni. 
Inqne diet ctetic Tiiini'^MÉwntibns nnnfa^ ' 

Scque tulit gradibo* accumulata novis. 
Unde & maturo gravioT cum cesserat aetas, !.. • 

Non cuncta ex uro mens meliora facit. 
Quid mage iam «anodini, qiiid dhr^dlt vn^oam - - 

Lydius Ettusca vidit in urbe Leo. 
Ergo agite, o rates, «uUìmi insurgite vctsu, 

Sen libnt natuA iUeere, wre patrem. 
Iam canite altisono Medicum pia «wnifaieAieia,' 

O^ri? servnta 5ilus gacpe fnit patriae. 
Lt vos patriae pietas tenet uUa parentis. 

Imi FnttfauHi tcmns toondtllAiiift ttoiOt 



N' XIV. 

Monum. Ang. FtArmtt, 

PriviUpum Ludovici XI, qut JileJuns concessit aurea GaUirum Rtgii Lilia 
in suorum tiemmata itutrerc, extat in tiiim KJ, di documenti origixuli, 
estqitf hujupm£. 

K" X^V- LfO YS par la grace de Dieu Roj de France. SaToir faisons i tow preaent 
& ad venir. Qije nous ayans enmànoire la grande looable It recommandaUe 
renommée, que feu Cos me de' Medici a eoe en aon vivant en tout sea faks ft 
afTalrcs, Ics qiicls il a conduitz en si bonne vertu & prudence, que ses enfans 
& auues ses parens & amis eo doiventéttre recommandez & cslcvcz en tout 
bOBneur. Fbw oe» cmaes ft en obtewpenac \ 1» ««ppUcnlon ft tequcste. 
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qui faite now etre dc la panic de notrc ames, & kal Conselllpur Pierre de N* XIV. 

Medici filz de dit feu Conne de Medici, avons de notre cettatne science, grace 

especial, plaine pvinuioe tc «nctorité Ropl ocbmye ft dcttojuni pw ce» 

presentes que le dit Piente de Medid tei beìiti ft tncccMeuit 

nez & a nnis^rr fn loyal msrbpe piiisscnt doreienirvant i toùsjour» perpetaeU 

lemenc avoir Òi poster cn ieurs armes tiois ileurs de lis cn la forme & maniere 

qu* diet MBt id portrafctei . ^ . • It loelles tnnet lenr mnis doonée» Ar 

donnona par ccs ditcs presentes pour en user par tous les licux F- rntrc 'ou'l i 

Ics penonnes que boo leur semblera it uot en temps de paix, que en temps 

de genre «uv que uoan cfBpeaclKiiwiit tew pdm ette nut on doaaé ece» 

ne pour tei temps adrenlr cn quelque maniere qoe ce fnre au contndie. £t 

a fin que ce soit chose ferme & stable a tousjours nous avons fait mettrc notre 

•eel aux deox presentes sauf cn autres choses notte droit) & i' autntj en 

teutei. Doniié i Mont Lneon du mof* de MA if an de giace 1465. 9t de 

notte Reg^ leqoattfeeaw. 



NO XV. 

Ex ndke XLU. mrr:hr,irxacn in 8 . Plutd XXXIX. BihUuhtcat MtHttti 
ItiutmttiatuUf qui contiitet Ugeiini Vtrim fiammettam (pag. 41) dfttrifMn 
*$tjtfiiau€tmm^aeuitif quei ta JTLIL LiM IL 

Ad Lucrctlam Donrttam, ut amct 
Laurentium Mcdicrm. 

Gloria sis quamvis Tuscac, Lucretia, gentts^ 
Acquiparesque ipsas nobilitate Deas ) 

-Nee tea Tyndaridi coMedat fbrnia Licaenaet 

Aethereo tantum fulget in ore decus } 

Sis ntre candidior, sis formosissima tota, 
Extet ut in toto pulchrius orbe nihil i 
Sis facie insignis quamvis, & crine loluto 

Ipse tuis pulcher cedat Apollo comis. 
Sidereas quamvis vincant tua lumina ilamnus» 
El tua «Bt attria aemola labia poli i 
«. T T Viaeat 
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j|o XV» Vincat cbur nitidum quamvis tun l.icte.i ce^tit« 

Et supcicut roseae punica mala ^eiiac } 
0« mininavm, dentetqve paté» caodocie nkiafn^ 

Et risum Juno vcl!et habere tuutn ; 
Et Tjno nivcus perfusus rideat ostro 

Valttu, nttXTVi tkcokit osque gcnis i 
Et pbnae scapulaCi nitut ut «t KCliua Wu, 

Bracliia non tacta ondidumi nrvc ; 
Parrà mamUlanim niveo ait pectore fonaa. 

Nee nimium ^guia, nee amilebts tatoh i 
Tjrrhenas collo supcres tenua oique ptieliaa« 

NuUaque ad exiguos vertice menda pedes ; 
£t quamvu victae cedant tibi tocc Syrenae, 

£t Charitea choreis, cedat 8t ipaa V«D«a i 
Sit roseo vultii divinu infus i venusta?, 

Fecerit ut manibus Jupiter ipse suit i 
Incessuaque tuoa quarnvia toforipaa Tonantis^ 

Deniquc quidquìd habes vellct habere tttt| 
Atque pudicitiae exemplar Lucretia cedat, 

Cujus habes nomcn, moribus ilia tuis i 
Et quainvia omni penitii* na parte beata. 

Ut te fclicem quisque vocarc queat ) 
Non unica idcirco talcm cootemncre amantem 

Debet* tad magia bie vitro petendue eiat^ 
Si te dìvitiae eapiunt, ditissimus hie est. 

Divitias monco nulla puella relit. 
Divitiis perierc viri, pcriere puellae» 

Alcmeoda mater testis aram mihi est. 
Si te nobilitiis tituHs insignis avorum 

Tangit, quia Medice est nobilitate prior? 
Nod fuit in populo generoeior uSIa Quiritum 

Stirpa, ncque tarn claris nobilitata riris. 
Si mores, si forma placet, juvenilis S: aetas, 

Judicc tc, juveniS) pulcher, U ipse probus. 
Quia age non alius tota praeatantior urbe 

E&t Javcnls, si non saevus adc^sct amor. 
Hunc quoque Casuliis Musae nutriere sub antrisi 
Et totnm hmc font Gdliopea sina. 



Digitized by Google 



35 

Bone, s»ef*f immiti patiem amore pcme ? N* iSV* 

& qoit te javeDk dignior alter eat ì 

Hic te dìlexit, ;riIvo Donata pudore; 
Et £amam lactit fabuU ou]^ tuam. 



Inventiva (f una impositisne di nuova grjvtxza^ per Lodovico CbettL 
TraUa eia tttts « fimm M SmI, JCK 

Accio che e lottoposti dei magnifico commvoe di Firenze, et alcuni altri JjfQ XVI> 
m ìlivutl d' essa communità, et con doglcnza c ramarichi non usino andare 
dicendo ne infamando che esù, con infinita gravezza, e stenaioni inoomporta» 
Mi, neno rubati €t diieiti da «aaa'coBMBWùtI, in avere, et in penoMi et eon 
queste cote incitando e capitani et e tyranni di Italia, akhuna volta omoicm et 
fare imprete di guerra contro alla nostra città di Firenase, sperando di fare ri- 
bellioni negli agravati popoli, (et advcnglia dio che questa loro speranza aem- 
fteinwno al dì doggi sia loro fallata, non resta perciò che la dlfiua aia rata 
sanza danni et pericoli et grande spesa della detta clttri c del suo paese,) et ve- 
duto che le terre d' Italia non sono atte a venire meno, ma di continuare, e 
eresceie, et che h prefata nostra città eia poeta in iko che per saltite della noitn 
Ubeità, quasi a tutte le predette guerre d bisogni pone mmo, et pnikipafe 
et riparare ; et che queste cose non sì po^^ino fare san^a continova spesa, la 
quale come detto è di sopra, per molti m dice con grande doglenza non po- 
tersi aopportare, le che conveiig hono partirli, le quali cose aegnitando Murìa eoa 
grutde danno» et hiasime^ et perìcolo della predetta nostra cittì 1 



Adunque è da vedere, poiché la qteaa è neoeasarta per salute delia liberta 

e stato di Firenze, se sì può porre questa gravezza in forma et In modo si 
ugualmente, che voluouria da tutti possa essere sopportata, sanza biasimo, 
o lamento^ alcKtina ptrtonst 

r, perche lo scriptore, avendo sopra di ciò facta alrunn imaginatione, dili- 
bcra dirne il suo pensiero } sempre »iscrbaco migliore c più giustificato modo. 

r t 2 Et 
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N* ZVL Et dicbo cosi» accSedkloluchiiiio partfcipi genenlniaMe atU detiagnveznt 

laqaale conviene essere t»'.ca che suppliscba «I bisogno del commune, che ella 
si pongha a perdere. Lo decimo, per stima, sopra tutti i fructi che frutta 
il terreno sottoposto al commune di Firenze, cioè sopra grano, et biade grone* 
et nfamt^ l^iuM é* ogni npone^ lo dednio del vino^ et topn lo fratto del 
bestiame grosso, et minuto, dogni gcnerationc, lo decimo dell olio, et Uocy 
canape, safibrano, guadi, robbia, di legne da fuoco, dì fìtti laTorj, et lo 
decimo di itniDc, di paadii diM^ «t di fitti df orti, et sopra U induetrii de 
detti dw levonno folti. 

Ancora lo decimo de' fitti éi miilina, o pigioni di case, di botteghe et 
4'albeigU, et «opra «gai iltta «Medie pepuK fittie pi^ooL 

Ancora lo decimo sopra la rendità del monte. 

Ancora lo decimo sopra e salari, e soldi degli ufficiali, dentro alla Città, e 
di fuori, et di loro giudici, et cavallieri, et sopra la pensioni de Castellani, 
tanto quegli che vanno di fuori deUa jurìsdizione del commune di Firenze, 
quanto » quegli della Città et diitfet|o| «eeetttutti gif nffiej foceitieri qneli 
MB rieoo temiti a dedaM. 

Anoon pone lo dedmo teff» aUa iaduitiìa et goedagno delle «ette nteg- 

giorì arUj t uit ili fuori della Città et suggetti de! commune, quanto dentro, 
et ancora s<jpra c salarj de' loro fattori groasi die avessono da FI. 30 in tu di 
gelarlo, exccptuati quelli che lavorano di mano. 

Similcmente sopra lo decimo della industria et guadagno sopra queste delle 
quattocdiù oaioorì ani, cosi di fuori come di denuo, et e loro fattori e laTO- 
mili, «eno de loro piezsi e aalaij fraadiit concio ai» cote die luorin» A 
mnoii e qvaai aoiio tutte poieie penoiMit 

Et nota, che a tutti quanti questi decimi, vcrrieno a essere tenuti gene» 
nìkmeiite^ ogni persona, tanto gli ecdesiastid, oooie e laid, et rinBe ^' aa. 
aenti, e for€!tifT: abitanti, concicsi.icosachè ciascuno dessi possiede col favore 
dd coinmunt, et bcneficb della pace, et della giiiatiziii, et cosi debbono dcbi- 
' tamente partìcipare agi* nfyom, et ee pavé akbaai ckridj o terre denti d 

ticvaiaii| 
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rktuaiù, la via et el modo e per le ngùmi sopra dette a fargli acceptare to- M* XVì^ 

lUltWbflMBtC* 

Insino a qui, s'c detto di sopra, ^oprn n che sarebbe daaMttàela hn pft tì- 
tìone dei decÙDO i resta ora a dichiarare quanto gìtta$se. 

Et intorno a qurstn chr a me pare, et per nlcunl intendenti si dtcic, che 
la Otti di Firenze, col suo territorio, facci hoomeni otuou mila di guardia ; 
die K coà tome, clie ai preranne sia, segoitereUx secondo ntuiale ragione, 
che ogni huomo di guardia, compuuu la sua persona, facessi 1' uno per 
r alto cinque boche, tra femmine, et fancioUi, et vcccbj } die vemUMMO e 
moltiplicare boche a quattro cesto miglìaja. 

fri I «4 * • 

Arebbeii on a vedere queste boche quanto pane, vino, olio, carne, vog- 
liono 1' anno ; e per questa vìa si troverà quasi tutta la quantità de fructi, e 
quali, se non e qualche sterminata carestia, tutto escbono del territorio di 
fìcensi^ dcdw appicaeo Tem» a didnaiare quanto mglicmo le wnitai tett e 
nociiCi 



IXdio adamfue che quattro cento milliaja dì boche, ' dotante- 
la pichola colla grande, et ci cittadino col contadmo lavoratore, 
Ttiole Staja XIIII. per bocha 1' anso, che monterà lo grano, du- 
gento trenu due miUiaja di moggia, lo quale stimo a Fior. . . . d 
moggio moola Fior. 

Et pur stimo che le dette boche, ristorando ì' una l' altra an- 
dMira dd vino, avanza ohre ali* anno, qvantiinqm a inehS. ne 
mandlì, tutto arbitro che voglieno, Gogna CCC. m. Io quale ' 
stimo quello d' aJlungie con quello d' appresso, e buoni co' me7- 
zani et manuali, che 1' uno per l' altro vaglia Fiorini tre e mezzo 
do) VL 3Ì die monta a una miglìone di fSorid— el dedmo FI. 

Et stimo che voglino sopra dette boche, tra per ardere e per 
mangiare, olio orcia cento mìgliaja, a fior iti' orcio, che monta 



lOOyOCO 



E perche della carne non posso fare appunto per mold ris- 
petti, nel conto pigio questo «idine, ehe io stimo che nel teisiteno 

di 
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If* XVI, dtFIimeiiapedieie, fittinessaiiCy «InM^etgfiaiie^ etj 

tarline, circa ad uno mi^Hjii', alte quali l' una per 1' altra metto " • 

per decimo 2i fi. in 1' agot;na, hni, et caccio ; et. nota che tanto 

inetta alle BÙBufiB^, et baskc, qi^uito aNf grosse, contidentoche 

le grosse aimo più ipen per ^Md^s4U lnawn9a «t«iie 

qvetto dedalo fior .' 35»ooo 

; -|Ù sdmo «iiè nello detto temtnie»» tfa 

Kiva, s' allevi porci quaranti miglia] a a quali si debba met^erCt' J. , 

cioè alli allevati a m»no, et in casa, stimo sieno la awta grotti. > ; 

uno per porche, et agli ddU selva, considerato sa due anni a aU , . , - 

levarsi, pure uno groHO per anno | mMlpo a e decaiù in t|il|)^ 

ridotti in somma fior. tfoù 



l'I f 



Ancora stimo, die fra vacbe, bufoli, et cavalle, na clie fig- 
lino net teiritorio di Fueaze» capi Tentimila» e più} alle quali 
per Io decimo del fructo, metto uno quarto dì llor. per capo, che 
monta fior. ^ ». . .» -.ir. «r ..r * : •.. • • • ^ ^. $9?? 



Ancora stimo che oltre alle sopradette bochc sia oella città, 
contado, et distretto di Firenze tra cortegiani, soldati a -ca». , . ' 
vallo, et a pie, et marinai, et viandanti, et mendicanti, et àltn 
fisfcstierì, circa a boche XX m- le quali voglono molto più roba - 
che l'ordinarie boche; .stinoo voglono l'uno per l'altro fior, .' . 
XII. p«T uno» tra pane, ,vjnp, et «arnci, et Pglo, <?he monti 
fior. MOyOooio deciiBOiiefoc. . . . . . * » • • . ' ^lP^ 

Ancora fo, oltre al nostro bisogno, fornite tutte le sopradette 
boche, per uno anno che è detto, che avanzi sopra la spesa, grano 
per quattro nm&t che sarebbe alla iisgìene detta moggi ottsau 
mila di grano, Io dedmo sa»bbe otto mila die a fior, si per 
moggio sono fior. ... > «.•.•.• • •.•.* • 

Ancora stimo die in mrenie* e nei paeee» fra ooitqtiani, et 
eoidati, et di dttadini, nuSh cfef «onieri da waa^ circa a 

venti 



Digitized by Gopgle 



39 

venti quattro migUaja, cioè che mangino biada, le quaK ttimo XVI> 
l'una per V altra nungino j ài stajo el dì* che monta v aono 
due» a dnqiuiita ndglii)» di moggia di fai*d» gioiNt die k» 

dfcimo sarebbe moggia 5000 a fioninì duect BieziO 1* imo aiUH» 

per r altro ci moggio, monta fior, ia>joo 

Anooca k> dedato del ib%Io» et Mgg^» e panidio» die 
aiioio monterà megto che fior. * l * 3000 

AnoDia lo dedmo di iafe« « d' altri bgaaù frocd 
me^io die fion ........** sooa 

Ancot^a io decimo del lino, canape, guadi, robbia, zafferano, 
è fifti d* on^ fior. . 3000 

Ancora lo decimo di legname da edificj et d' altri lavori, e 
di <jueUo da ardere, fior. «^^ 300O 

Ancora Io decimo di strame, paglia, fieno, e paschi di mon- 
tagne, e di marina, fior. 5000 

Ancorn Io ilccimo (ielle selve die ti Tendono^ et ghiande» e 
lo decimo delle castagne, fior. '*...., 1000 



Àncora «timo, cIk oltre dot» die c stimato adrìeto, che bìsog>' 

na per nostro uso, si tragha et rnn<:umi in arte di Inna, che si fa 
nella città« e distretto, oltre accio, quello che avanza oltre al nostro 
mo» in tutto orda msanta migliaja che roimie % fior, li 1* orcio 
fio*, novanta migliaj»>4o decimai fior. « > • • * > • . .. 9009 

Ancora stimo secondo lo macinato che voglono le boche in 
fitti de* MtiGm collo decinifi^. ^ guadagna U. mugnaio, frutti a ^ ,^ ^ ' 
decimo tra dpadfone et d mngndo predetto, fior, cinquanta mite 50(10' 

Ancora credo e tengho, che fructì la pij>ione deUe cMe[ét di ^ 
botteghe, et d*dberghi.diFifeflKK,,eti)d«Ao.ten^^^ ^ ' 

Ipdecimofior. . .' • rooo 

Ancora 
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XVI, Ancora credo cbe frutti lo deciaio de' salarj de capiuni, vi- 
caij» te podMl^ e de loro guidici et nvalierf, ecaMtlani, P tsoo 
che amo iificj eciaDdie lo «alari» de gli «Gd dì dentro fior< * . 5000 

• Aneon Jo decimo della xeqdita del inoote, cImmì come detto 
abbiamo di inteiein, doè fior, dugeato migliaja— fior. . . . ao^ooo 

Ancora lo dccipio delU industria delle sette maggiori arti, e 
lo dedno de salaij de fattori loro—fior. 50,000 

Ancora U i^idustria delle quattordici minori ani, Io decimo 
fior. Tenticinqoe migliaja 25,000 

Somma in tatto» fior é. 475*815 

Kou che io stimo per molti membri che anno le aufcadette tttJ* et 

maxime le minori, che si stendono nello distretto dì raorì in grande ttttnCfO^ 
et fia molto maggiore quantità, che io non disegno di sopra. 

Ora qui c una difTicultà contrarla a questo disegno, cioè che nel sopra- 
detto disegno se a d' inchiudére lo decimo della meta di fructi a lavaratori che 
lavorano a mezzo, c quali eMCodo gravati di aoldi tre di ttìmo per testa, non 
potcebbono «epport a i e anoon lo decimo. 

A questo si dice non volendo guastare el numero delle taxxe, io che cn« 
inuio el aoprwlette soldi tre per tota, et cogli detti bvaratoij. Et notai 
che se del salario non fusse excettuato persona, et da altri non fussino e ria- 
gravati più che non poteswno computare che si pigiasse della sopradetta 
somma del decimo, unto che si pagassi pegli detti cimtadini, la loro taxa, 
sabo et liaemto a quegli che inao et lavorano lo terreno i^prìo, sìcdie 
sbattuta la quantità che tocha a detti lavaratorj, et ancora a quello bischonto 
di non essere si grassa l' entrata dei decimo come «ì disegna, che la detta som- 
ma ic rt erdhbe in ra quattro «enCo migliaja netd fiorini 400,0001 

Et accio che questo decimo piii pienamente gitta«se le sopradetti quantità 
di fiorini, credo che sarebbe buono providemento di fare per le genti che a 
«jaaemw peieona habitantea Fka ond paeae» fime lecito di bveewe in che- 
Mnotenoin wdo di qeUb di Pka, lann «Jdinii» «mttaditiooe ^ padroni o 

d'altn 



Digitized by Google 



41 

* 

d'altri, pagantlo egli a padroni de terreni l'usato convenevole araticlio, et N^XVL 
lavorando egli con quattro bestie, o bovine, o buSblioe« o cavalline» et da indi 
in ID {Nteni tnne per mace o per lem, h bmcb de pmi o Imde iioogles»i, 
pagUMlo r usata tracia, eon qocMointeMii dieci gnno iMn pMMMC m Fileni^ 
•obU venti lo ttajoi et pattando non ri poiie trine» 

SegnitctMine che gli abitanti feieitieTt cieaoennino a Fita et nd contado » 

et miglioreranno le gabelle per la tracta, et entreranno danarj assai contanti 
di forestieri in paese, pero che go.tu» cosa che empia di danari più manesclii 
nno paeae quanto fa dii i a vendere gnmo» Ancora ne legdien che sempre 
FSis earn Caniitn per qndiot leMi» die «am gnmde qnintiia di grano. 

Ancora e da notare, che chi paghasse a ragione di fior. $f lo moggio del 
grano, per htaopradettaimpositiooe del dedmo, saia per qtwttoneceisaiio per 
la via della tratta, mantenere ci grano in su soldi xx lo stajo, perche se valessi 
sol X per pagare lo detto decimo gli converrebbe vendere 2 stajo di grano per 
fitte soldi n, et a questo nwido aiebbe a pagare due dedmtetcoai ddl'cGoet 
del vino. Non credo si potessi fare salvo, se WH» per W» vi» cioè itt teMdO 
in iu fior 5t i questo teogho ia me per on. 

Avete veduto come il mio diaegno delle impositìone del decimo sopra* 
stato getterebbe fior. 40©,ooo o più, e quali si vorebbono per più habilità pa- 
gan in tre termine, et questo c che quella parte che tochassi a lavoratori 
d*dtrui, gPotti loro ne loMonoteantif accio die in an hricolta la rrcHawono 
alloco, sicché questa sustanza rìnaneari ni' Otte epi^gttdl*oiteae detto ]»• 
voratore 000 pagasse al tempo. 

De detti fiorini ecce. m. a chiarire pfcr sperienza ciascuna persona che con 
CL. m. di fiorini V anno, si può mantenare et contcntcre cavagli 4000, fanti 
1000 (d), siche abbi ad av-^-anzare della quantità fior ccl. m. e cosi con quegli 
d pnoeddiiiaie d debito del monte» e pd roterdilMMiole rendite et el comu- 
ne libero, colle quali si potra fare c mantenere più gente bisognando. Et 
non sarà di bisogno ne prestanza, ne balzello. £t sarebbesi fuori d'una 
grande r'«*dfliiia e mdhtdik Ct s<^uiterdibe die d tilcmeidtbe aaid 



(«) nimi«*ClV'<r'; TOC-). 
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||';»2VI, dttadmi. moìtì danari uscircbbono fuori per ogni via. L' arti» d 
popdo* el pac&c, multipltclieTcbbe9 e crescerebbe la ripotationct e nm A 
diKUe aoatii wim die foiaia» ftOki «t in pe|^ tt e tbumi 
nan fascbboBO pennevo iffiae d l^gv'*")**'^ KVcni, eoHc km ftke tfo* 
ranze* 



H«xvn. 

£k C^* ^< /WMMfc ^ JOS* 1490. 

M*XVII* CtTM Tcfcram uttonlto Mcdiccs tibi camÙM ptectro^ 

ingctuumque tibi scrviat omnc mcumt 
Quod tegor atttit» fidet pl^da vette, 

Tcj^niina quod pedibus sint recutita meis V 
Quod digitos caligx disrupt© carcere nudot 

Pcrmittant cxlo liberiore frui 
Intima bombycam vacua e$t quod Mntne md^ 

Scctaqtic dc ctesa Tincub fallitorc; 
Ridet, ct ignavum sic me putai esse poetacn. 

Nee piaeolMe animo canmaa neilia tu»» 
contra effiisas toto sic pectore hudes 

Ingeris, u( Ubris sit data palma meis | 
Hoc tibi » credi cupis, et oohibeic popellun» 

Lawitntì» Tcetet jam mihi mitte toait 

Ai.tundeait gratiarum actio. 

Oant cupio ingentcs numero tibi soivrre 

Laurenti, seUtis gloria prima tux, 
Eacha jamduidmn longo miU mvmaie teadcm 

Aiddt algata Calliopeia lyra i 
Astitit, inque meo precious corpore vcstes 

Ut vidit, pavidum retlulit iude pedcm \ 

Nee 
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Nec potuit culli faciem dea noase poet«| N^'XVU* 

Cbrponque ia tfrlo omqiiciaida tma: 
£i minus ergo tibi meritis ago cannine gntOy 
Frustrata est calamum dira vocata meum j 
Mot tibi subJato modulabor pectine versus, 

Qnhibat amiieiit cam mea mitie novìt. 



N> xvm. 

Alejiius Ltturtntio di' Media/. 

Magnifice vir aifinis noster carissime. Non potsumus non Isctnn sum- N* iLVlU* 

Oiopeie, cum bene valere vos & vestra omnia bene esse sentimus. Redhrk 

nuperad nose Roma, dilectus consiliarius noster magistcr Ludovica» d* Ani<* 

basia, qui cum iter per Florentiam fecerit, abunde retulit prosperi» vdnaoill» 

nil •^ucr-Hcrc, quod profecto nobis admodum voiuptati fuit : afldiditquc quan« 

tuin a vobi« perhumaniter exceptiu fuerit» quamve interrogatus diligcnter & 

tmnmo cordis aflfectu de hia qme noma iuot, ft nostra ft regni noatri «om- 

moda concemunt. Quod ctai factam adamus non praeter solttum, habemui 

tamen, quas possumus, gratias tngentiores praestantiae vcstrae, quae ita omni 

tempore solicitam se praebcat rerum nostrarum, quas sibi Sc amicis cordi non 

dvUtana^ tametsi quia ImtatuB fterit not, ut rem majori expetimento con»- 

probaremus: scd sincntcs cum in sun scntentia creirimus contr:)rium, & nobis 
ft Tobi« notum satis, expericiuia docente. De vobis erga nos integram illam 
ienabinoa ofinioiitni, quam gessimus semper, ft fctba ft renim eflfeeiaa 
C Bdi pr ohatMiiU 

Cactemm bth iUa, quam semper erga no$ gesùstia, benerotentia* at 
quae Boemintemint libentcr vobiscum commaiiicenaiis. Relatum fuic nobis 
auperioribus mensibus Rcgcm Fcrdinatuium trattasse, uf fi!h sua primogenita 
matrimonio jungeretur moderno Duct Subandiae^ cum dote trecentum mil- 
lium doeatonim, aed rem adlrac eaae imperfectam : ex quo mente revolvm* 
tibus nobia quid potius bono & commodo ipstus Regis S: nostro con\ cnirct, 
illad ndetur pociaaimum, at invicem nos ft iilum Jigaiet aliquod matrimonii 
mncalaaa! qooeiica in tunc aententiam ft ddiberarienem fenimos» quod 
ecu tenti CHeBni% quod filia sua Dclphino V^icnncnsi primogenito nostro no- 

bmts ipuA fcr voa cidem Regi notum fieri veUeauu» ft Ben inde certiorea 
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N^XVin. mente sm drea hoc» & ti negodiim aggradi inceni& qum dottm fitiae 



se diiturum dicet; qunmvis ab ipso potius quam dotls suinmrim quantitatcm, 
cujiu rei loco 8t tempore vcstromct verbo stalMintt8« vetam asucitiam & con» 
Sedentionem perpctuam expeteiemutt quae libì coatn qHOKomque ìmmioot 
tm» ac pracsertim contra domum AndegavensesD, quae nobis ctiam infida 
fnit te est, adjumento Se favori erìt. Speramut etiam, quod hac conventione 
mediante Rex ipse contra Regem Aragoniun nobis praeataUl auxiliutn & fa» 
vorem, ic amicus erit amicis nostria, ti iidmieut inimida. Q^ae omnia 
nobis apericnda duximus his nostris tantum, ut quamprimum habiia commu- 
nicatione horum omnium cum Re^ ipso, vesiro medio, aut ìllorum, quibus 
onus pervoe dentandatun eii^ quntodva fieri poterii, certiom fiamtM de 
hi", q-ac intendit &sentitRcx ipse super haec, qu;ie si Majcstati suae con- 
Tcoirc vidd>uonirf ut execution! mandentur, dabitur opera, & Orotores nog» 
tm Flofentiain mittemns vel In fcgnum anom pro coodtiaìone tenaioanda» 
qna habita, poterit & ipse suos transmittcre ad nos visum filium nostrum 
prìmogenitum, ii ad alia excquenda quae occurrnnt. £t gratum csset quod 
tam pro his, quam pro alua noimallis negocìis, quae nobiscum coromuni- 
canda aaepeveniunti ad nos aliquem ex Tcttria mitteretis, qui saltem certo 
tempore apud nos esset, fj-iì lubobit opportunitatem adeundi & redeundi. Sed 
buncvelkmus pracmonuum, ne alicui se commitiat ex Magnatibus & Do- 
tniniade sanguine nostro, ced nobk tantum. Poatfcmo quae oUeetant non 
omittcmus. Rogamus ìgìtur vos, ut aliquem cancm cz vcsfrìs a yohh dono 
habcamus, & ctiamsi unum mittatis, satis erit, dummodo pulcher sit & mag- 
pa$t quem apud personam nostram 8c cametam «ervarì fìwkmus. Scriptutii 
An^Miiae dcciaa nom din mouit Jnnii i47|. 
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N«ZIX. 

LMÈmaiù Mtdiàs, 

MAGNinCE vir amict noater carinime. Etti tutto In no» amon ene H* "SXX, 

jampridi-'m vus intcUexer'unus, ut nuHa practLTca tcstificatioiie opus sit^ quia 
cxaltationem nostri status & nominis icmper optaveritia, tamen litterae eae 
quas nupenime accepimus, & ea quae Augustiaus BÌIiottus rctulit, iu no> 
bii amovem ipaim aignificarunt» ut omnino diffidUimuin nunc quidein vi» 
dcatur judicare, utrum ab Alfonso Ipio filio nostro nuj^ìi vcl amcmur vel 
venercmur, quam a Laurcntio, qui & amantissimus nostri est, & ofEcit 
plenisnmiu. Facitia itaqoc, ut amictim amidadmum decct, qui nobn con- 
ditionem proponatis, quae hoiioil & ermi m<j<!o nostro factura sit maximam 
acceastonem, dum loedus ferieodum, & inicadam esse affioitatcm cum Rcge 
Masimo Fiaocorum, duMtamqtic fifiam nostnun filio ejua primogenito uxo- 
BCfflaaadetia, ntipaesnitadYoalitteris&ciibit. QgadefeaoaMtnsdebeie 
profitcmur, quantum ut cupimu? p«TSolvcrc ita posse optamus. Scd ut meam 
mentem aliquando iutelligatis, essct sane nobis non modo gratum, scd opta^ 
tiasiaiiim «tiuii can Rege ipw fbedua percittere, iniieque affioitatem, quem 

ut nobiliàsimo genere, ita amplissimo regno prirnum esòc in toto orbe non 
^ooramus. Sed quando iis conditionibus res ipsa proponitur, quam cum 
inimitate twooda noatri accìpm indio modo powiinnia» cauiaa est cor mo* 
ItUSuSm^fBaoBon. Eio^ oon modo advenus Scrcnissimsai Rcfcm Afa- ' 
gonum patruum nostrum nos unquam colUgare, scd ipsi dce?5c tam iniqnum 
putamus* ut prius mori statuamus, quam id simus facturi, vcl quod ita ejus 
in noa beneficia poawhat» qnod ^etai noitia in iUum tanta est» ut noliia 
ipsis ilccssc, quam ilH aequìus putemus i ncque movere nos debet, quoJ Rcx 
'^K pollicctur, ai conditionem acccpcrimusi futurum se hostera faniìliae 
Aodegavensta. Ilk enim jure optimo & possct deberet id facere propter 
AndegavensittDi ipioram perfidiam, eorunuk-iìque in eum inimicitiaa. At 
ego immanitate ac potius feritate adductus videbor, si patruo dcfucro, cum 
adesse saltem ratione famiiiae, quando cetera arctiora vincula deessent, sem* 
perd^ebo,oÌn ia cMcvolaerim, qui mài deain, otMiaimexterms. Qiuin»* 
obrcm quod a^l inlcndam aflSnitatem, foedusque Rez ipse paciscitur, ut 
ego patruo meo adverser atque ùbi foveanv, aequiaa sanctiusque fuisset, si «e 
lenitati» ipaiiu gtatia favtoiem mecam palmo meo dinsiet } vi!>usque eaiet 
cum pro sua humanìate agetCt turn ««nW^m hanc famiiiae mese commodo 
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N* XIX» PMÌUB quam ejutdem ineonimudo dteddenre, et honorii mei liabeie ratkoem. 

Impcflit cttam h.iec non minus ictum focdus fc socictns, quae nobis est cam 
Illmo Burgundiae Duce, quam ut oputissimum fuit inire, tU ouiic tucri 
cne debet jucundmimum. Ei quo fit ut nisi Res ipie cum tllo etiam Priiw 
dpe in pace nciunt» Nt> perducere quo vcllc se ottendìt negotium non po- 
terimus. Ita enim aequitatis amatcres, fi l l nnstrac obs?n-3t<ir<'s sunnis, ut 
hanc omnibus noutis commodis pracponamus. Honorem autcm nostrum 
tanti £wima>( ut non modo rea caeteras, verun ctlam regnum noiveiaum 
nostrum ammittrre, ft capit'i subire peticuJum mnlii-nu?, qt:,-,ai fx eo ipso 
tumore quidquid imminui patiamur. Vcrum st Rex ipse facturus est, quod 
cfus alioqai linmanitailtofficìQm foerit, ot nequc in patranm noatrum, ncque 
in Ducem, amicnm socium & fratrem bellumsit habiturus, scd vires suas ia 
filici hostes vcrsuru"!, ex qiiibus gloriam atquc triumphum honcstius possit 
referre, non modo afìiiiitatcm societatemque annucmus, sed polUcebimur noB 
omnia facturos, quae vel konori, vd conunodo ei futura inteUigamut. Me> 
que vero R' gi ipsi negre fereruluni est, si fidcm datam honoremque ac fa- 
miliae nostrae imperium non minui aut labcfactari velimus: quandoquidem 
ii «lìtcr faceremut, ncque ipsi in nobis epem reponefe, aut fidem habere 
COBTCnieos foiet, quem scimus etiam non ignor irc gercnci.i esse bella in eot» 
a quibus injuriam acceperit. Nos autcm qua injuria provoeemur, aut ab rege 
patiuo nostro» aut ab Illmo Burgundiae Duce, quis est qui ignorct ? Quod si 
ttgiam ipte habete poteac tianqoiltum le otiosum, limnlDeo immoRali gnu 
tln5 rf, eumtlemque precari, ut tnle semper habere liceat, simul cocomentus 
esse debet j ne si aliud appctat, non suum, violare jus videatur humaoae socie- 
tida. Qoamobtem auadere tot Regi potetit is boncttiuimaa condttionei, 
quas si accepturus est, accipiemus nos quas ille nobis proponit. Proinde 
date operam, ut persuadcatis, ita entm nos vobis obligaveritis, ut qui nunc 
magnum quoddam vobis dcbcmus, infinitum nmus debituri. Reliquum 
es^ A qnSd veatra canasa efficete pottomus, licet utamini facuhate noctra, 
quoad nostrae vires patkntiir. Oatnu in Gattello Novo Neupolis dk IX. 
AugusU 1473. ' 
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Nihil a me justius postulare potrras, quam quod per loannem Stneler N? XC* 
congcrmanum tuum, iam saepe requiris» amicorum videlicet nottronuQ ca- 
talogami non ex ^novia c«iiiinerei«, vd contabeniio coafliMOtiuin, ted in 
ipsa duntaxat liber.ilium (lisciplinarum communione oonvenientium. Quum 
eoim absque amu orum mcoram praeieittia ene ousquam ant debeam, aut 
vdim, ipseque sim, non in Itafia Mhm in me ipso» sed in te ctiam ia 
merito amicos hie SMOff ÌMìe ctìim milit tdtelic 4aaidere. Qm» 
nes quidem ingcnio, nioribusvpc probatos esse sclto : nullot enim habere 
uinquam amico* statuì^ nisi quos judicaverim litteras» una cam hoocttate 
moroiD, qovtf cum love MckobIiuii, coojiuiiiiiHe. Fhto cniao aosttr in 
qtistolis, integtttatem vitae venra ioqiiit cm8 PUksophiam ) litteras autem, 
quasi externum Phllosophiae nuncupat omamenlum. IJeni !!> epis^oli? Tiif, 
philosophicam communionem, omni alia non solum bencvolciuta, scd etiam 
aeceisitudine piacMaodeian atabilioMimiue eaiatofe. Sed nt aMz «eniam 
ad catalogum, cunctos summntim ir^ic • ■ it i 1 iH;\tos accipito. At si pro- 
prtas cujusque iaudes tingulatim narrare voluero, opus inceptaveio lon|re 
prolixam ; si quos praetcnmsero, non aeque laadatos, prorans ìnvldioaiuil» 
Omnino rero absurdum fnerit, si dum amioos ofdine diqponere tento* inte- 
rim comparationibus omnia pcrturbavcro, odium pro bcncToJentin postremo 
reportans. Primum summumque inter amicos iocum patroni nostri Medices 
jure optimo atbi tindleant.' Magni» Coanras, gemini Coanni fiKi, HA 
pfaeatantea» Petrus, atquc loanncs, gemini quoque Petri nati, magnos Lau- 
renttus, et inclitus lulianos} trcs Laurcntii liberi, magnanimus Petrus, 
loannes Cardiualis pliatkmnn venerandoa» Tnliaons egregia indole praeditua. 
Ac ne in longum aioguloram laudes prosequar, una Medices omnea com- 
muni huAe compicciar ; Genus hcroicum. Practer Patronos, duo sunt 
nobis amicorum genera. Alii enim, non auditoics quidem omnes, nec 
omnino tfitcipuli, scd conMietodine ftmìliares» ut ita loqttar» confabala* 
tofca» atque ultro citroqve consiliorum, diadplinanuDiqtte ^Mialiam com- 
municatores. Alii autrm, pr:ì-tcr ho? quos dixl, nos quandoque Icgen- 
t»tf et ^asi docente:^ audivcrunt, etsi ipsi quidem quasi disctpuli, non 
tamen mera diicipali } non cnim tantum mibi adrogo» ut docuerim ali- 

quos, aiit (^oceim, scJ Socratico pn'.iuD mere «ìciscitor omncs, atque hortor* 
foccundaquc famiiiarium roeorum ingcnia^ ad partum adsidue provoco. 

la 
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y^f. In primo genere sunt NaWus Naldius, a tenera statim aetnte mihl fatnllìarìs ; 



posthunc in ndoicsccntia nostra Peregrinus AlliuSf Christophorus Landiaus, 
Biiptiita Leo Albert», Petnts Pactina» Beoedictós Accohw Anetiaas, 
Bartolom;ieui Valor, Antonius Canisi.nius ; paullo pObt Io. CavLilcaiites, 
Domioicus GalcctuSy Aatonitu Calderious, Hieronymu« Ro8uu«, Ameri- 
gus et Thomas, amlw Beocii, Chentbinitt Quarquallat Gemìnianensi^ 
Antonius Scraphicus, Michael Mcrcatul, ambo Miniatenscs, Francima 
Bandinus, Laurentius Lippius GiUensis, Bcrcardus Nutliius, Coman> 
dus, Baccius UgoUuu«» Petrus Fannius Fresbj^tcr. Horuro piurimi, cx- 
cepda Landino» etBaptlsta Leone, et Benedicto Accolto, prima» lectioiMa 

nostras nonnumquam audivcrunt. In actatc vero mca jam matura familiares, 
non auditores, Antonius AUius, Ricciardus Anglaricmis« Bartolomaeua 
Platina, OKverius Ardoimn, Sebaitianiu Salvmaa Amitinut 'OOMcrf I«aiu 
lentius Bonincontriaa, Bencdictus Diliottus, Gcorgius Ant. Vespofiduiy Iok 
Baptista Boninsegnius, Demetrius Byznntius, Io. Victorius Sodcrinus, An- 
gelus PoHtianus, Pierleonus Spolctiuus, Io. Picus Mirandula. In secuudo 
fenerCf ideic in ordine audUtorum, aunt Caiolna liftinnppiniui Petti ipiin* 
que, Nerus, Gulcci^rdinus, Sodcrinus, Coitipagnius, Parcntus ; Philippi 
duo. Valor scilicet, ct Carduccius} loannes quattuor, Canacius, Nesius, 
Guiociudintui, Hoaatnii Bernardi quattnor, Victoiiu, libdicea, Onni- 
wamiM, Midieloctius i Francisci quattoor, Berlingherius, Rimicinus, Gad* 
dus, Petrasancta; Amcrigus Cursinus, Antonius Lanfredinus, Bindac- 
ci us Rtcasulanus, Alamannus Dotutus, Nicolaus Micheloctius, Matthaeus 
Kabatta» Alexander Albitiua, Fortutu EI»faeiu» Sduaatianiis Presbyter, An. 
gclus Carduccius, Andreas Corsus, Alexander Boniui, Uanos Bibieaioii 
Franc. Diaccetus, Nicolaus Valor. 
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ANGEU FOT m ANI CONJURAtlONIS PACTIANJB AHM 
M.CCCC. LXXVUI. COMIIENTARIUM. 

P ACT! AN AM conjumtioncm pa«cw describere imtitaot nim id in prU ZZt> 

memorie Ckuius tempesMe AM acddit» paniin4}tte abfmt, %aiA Flo* 
»Bnimioi qiBiigimcmyuiiCMii pwoioxwnww» 

Cum is Igitur cssct ejus Urbis status, ut omoes boni a Lanrentio, Ic 
Juliano fntribus, reliquaqueMolieidwfiunlfit ttaraitt VtaiiORm una gens, 
ac Salviatorum nonnulli coeponi praesentibos rebus clam priniDi attm tSm 
palam adversari. Invldebant enim Mcdicae f-imHiir ; f jiKf^ne summam 
nostra in Republica auctoritatcm, & privatum dccus, quantum in cis csset« 

Erat Pftoionkm famtlia ctribus, plebique juxta iorisa: nam» prae^ 
qnam quod tvanntini «s8etit«mnes, ncque «ofOm «ontamaz, atque ìmoleH 

ìngenium satis aequo animo tolcrarì potent ; fadiilìte princepa Jacobus 
Pactìus Eqncstris ordinis vir, iVinm noctemque aleac vacabat} sicabi male 
jactus cadcret, Dcos, atque homines diris agebat: nonnunquam vero & al» 
«edam tesaeraritun, aut qtiod aRud Irato oAciRtar« «eaim in ppoziimim 
qnemque jacul.ibat'jr : s.icpc ad ìjisuni alvcolum furiosi instar frontem 
idlidcbat. Ipse pallidus, & exanguis» caput Jactarc semper, & quod krìtatis 
maximum foret argumentiim« ntmqttani ore» nunqu.ini oculis, nunquam 
auNiibo* consistere. Duo m homìne ii^atìa vìtia, eaque, quod mirum 
esset, maxime inter se contraria emincbnnt: nniJt.i avarltìa, multa ambitìo. 
Domum paicrnam magnitìcc cxstructam a iundamcntis diruit : novam exaedi- 
ficaie ailgresatti est; mercenarias ibi open» condueere aoiìNn» iieqne tame;» 
integrum solvere ; pauperculosque Juimiiirs misere stbì vix manuum mercede 
in diem victum parantcs dcfraudabat ; quarc omnibus crat invisus. Noa 
ipse* non ejus majores gratiosi populo unquam tattmaU Ent praeterea tine 
legitima pmk: quapropter ft a soia iiecesiani9f quippe qui hereditatem ho- 
mints captnrcnt, practcr cactcros colcbatur. Incuria in hominc maxima» 
maximaque rei famìiiaris nrgiigentta: cumque hi essent hominis ntores» ta- 
cite rem fattoiui videbatur, quod ipci afl mactmuMlum fitcìnii» calcar inaxì^ 
voi. I. 3 A mnm. 
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XXI. mum, facesqae subdidit. Non emm spenbat homo insolens, 5c ambitiosus 
decodorii ^pioaiiiiiaiii pon iniquiwiiiio m htiinim animo: atudelMt itaqw 
WHO incendio tose, snaiDqiiie oauwnt patriam eonaea$ate* 

FrtodiGaa antem Sahiatos homo lepenc* fortonatos, quippe qui Plaanum 
ba«4 make antan AicUqpiioopatom cue! adepiui9 Vat ipee. tese, suamque 
fortunam capiens, cocperat, supra quam dici potest, secundis rebus, insoles- 
cctci .mhilque i^oa libi de scse, suaque fortuna poUiceri. Is Franciscus 
bomo fttit (id <|uod Diip atqut hominca aiawt) onnis divini, atqoe banuml 
juris ignarus, & contcmptori omnibus flagitiis, & facinoribus coopertus} 
luxuria perdttus* & leaociaiis infamis. Aleae & ipse studiosissimus : maxi* 
mil* pnctExea adolacor s moltae levitatia, ac vanitatSs: idan aodast promp- 
tnaj ca]lidu8> & impudens ; Quibus artibus (adco fortunam nihil pndvit) ft 
Aiduu^iacopatoiB eit adeptai» & coeliun ipaum vottt capubau 

ISe not cnm Aanaiaoo Factio, quod peoples imltaa «nino vanitatem 

ingentes spes slbi proposuerat, consilium Laurentli, ac Julian! necandi, oc- 
cupandaeque Reipublicae muko antea Romae dicitur agitasse. Tandem in 
sttburbana Jaoobi Fkctil Villa, quod Mbnto^iiom dicUur, una omnis factio 
in facinus conjurant. Ejus conjuradoiUS fiomalam Salfiatua ipse praescribìl» 
Franciscus cx Antonio Jacobi fratre erat natuj, qui cum contumacia homo 
ingenii esset, magnos sibi spiritus, maguam arrogantiam sumpjerat. Miri» 
fiM indignafì» praeféni éUi Medicam bmUiam : «mper Lamentìo, semper 
Juliano obtrcctare ; eosque passim traducete : nulli maledicto parccre, nullis 
contumdiis, nihil pensi habcrei dum iliis, quantum, in se esset, injuriam 
faoei^. Romae plurìmnm ad nummariam iptm Pactiorum mensam aeu. 
tern l^ie : nam Florentiae nihili suam esse auctoritatem sentiebat, propter 
earn, quam sibi McJIces germani pietate, & bonis n.oribus vendicarant, 
£rat autcm & ipse (id quod Pactiis omnibus peculiare fuit) supra quam did 
poteai^ ad oeaodescentiam pnieUTis. Statura fiùt bf«vi, gracili corpnsculiH 
colore ftubllvido, candida coma, cujas & in cuitu nimium ferebatur occupa» 
tus. Is vero ejus corporis, vuUusque habitus, ii gcstus crant, ut facile io« 
tcU^eres liominis incitdibikm insolentiam, quam tamen ipse primts iwitj me 
congrcssibus magnopere obtegeve conabatwr. Ncque id satis ex aenientia 
sucrf Hifbn? Sanguinarius praeterea homo erat, & qui, ^!um rem quamcuiu 
que ip&c animo volyeict, expcditum irct, nuUoque hoacitaiis, nullo religion 
akf wilto fÈUm, «tt mniaìs lespcctndctiiiefcliir» 

Jacobus 
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fÌKitas, semper iU arridere modìs omnibus, laute omnes accipere, scortis, & 
comeaaatiombas iotcntiw agere; rncKaturae umea studio«us« & gaariu 
ferebatur. 

In his erat & Jacobus tertius. Poggi! IlIIus cloquenttsstmi viri fìlìus. 
Hic Se ob angustiam rei familiari»» aetque alienum, quod grande conflaverat, 
te ob togenkiiii qiiandam Gbi Tanìtstein» veram notaium cupidus eiat. 
Ejus praecipua in maledicendo virtus, in qua vcl patrem maledìcentÌMtmuni 
leferebat. Semper ille aut Principes insectari passim, aut in mores hominum 
sine allo discnmìne invehi, aut cujusque docti scripta lacessere ; nemini par- 
cere. IpMS ex Bratta hiMoriarum memoria, magnaquc loquendi copia mtri- 
fice superbus esse : eas omnibus circuHs, coronisque, vcl ad satictatem audl- 
cntium ingeiere. Patrìmonium» quod ipsi amplum ex hereditate paterna 
ohrenen^ totnin paucit «imìt piofadient : quaie ft cgtMate coactos, PadiUi 
Salviatoque <c totum addixemt: -Znt eaiai id« qinod temgct fnent, anciiiw 
que emptori vcnalis. 

- Fdt in hii ft quiitii* Jaeobu, Afdùspiieopi fnteir, oouiìm vìr duemwb 
aemrdMii*. , < • 

BeiDudos pmterca Baodimia perditua bomo, andai, lanpandw» queoa 
ft Ipwm dibpùata m familiinrìa ia onuie flagìtìnm praecvitem agctet. 

Septeaa & fneve dves, qui facinns amdpeTint \ additi hit Joanne* Bap- 
tiata ex oppido Montestcco, ac Hieronymi Comitis familiaris, Antonina 

Volat«rranu^, (]i!''m vel patrium odium, vel facilis quacdam hominis, Icvisque 
ad obsequendum natura in facinus soliicitabat. Stephanus praelerea Saccrdos 
^wobi FaciK acriba» homo impodena, ft male audiena omnì crimine, qui ft 
in Jacobi domo haad satis honcstc venari fiewbatur: cjua calm nnican filiaot 
adoltcfio conceptam literas docebat. 

Cai^iatlonia liojua ft Henatiun, & Gulielmum Pactios non ^aina- 
fuisse compertum rst. Gulielmus ipse Blancam Laurentii Medicis sororem 
in matrimonium duxerat, eque ea amplam jam |pbolem susceperat ; quare & 
dnabna (qood «fidtnr) aellÌB aedere pntabatar. Hic ejaa» qvem saepe dicìrnva* 

Francisci major nata erat gcrmanur. Renattis autcm ex Pttro Equestrìs 
eniiiua viro» Jaoobi, atque Antooii fratre gcnitus» GuUclmi Se Francisci 

3 a 1 patrnelia. 
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V 3CZI. patruolik ixM hie homo haud inriBiiftil. mriDiNqMe odii, alqus injuriaie 

dissimulator : Animi vero maximi ncque tamen audaz, sed qui rem tnaturius 
quiuiacuni)uc is animo agitatset, cspedaum irct* Tcoax idem, 9t ptcuniae 
avMns : qnapnptnr & mnkitudini minime clwrui. 

QieaA pneterea Gnlielaii Ncajpolco Fiaocesius ooa ulumas ^tes ia co 
ncgotto MMiaipsent. 

Interiucre ci faclnori & nonnulli obscuriores, patrim ex Archiepiscopi, 
paciim ex famiiia Paccioruia. Ho$ inter & Brigliainus quidam homo cx- 
tMmai» c<«4itiOMi| U Naancs NotariM Pi—ny» w tcdwatm 8t ftctioaut. 

Scd ^ cx pctcgtinia pcioMS parte» soKcpcrat, is erat, quern dixlmui), 
loMWS B>p|i>tt HinOBjnii fiunifiam. Hie rem totam tneiudiuii jam mate 
•l^tMMI^ in fwntum kaleod. Majas anni a Christiana salute octavi & sep- 
taageatmi, supra mille & quadritigentos, inque ipsum Dominicum ante 
Ascensionem diem rejcccrat. Erat is magni vir ingenii, multi conailiii Sc 
tagaeis arninu, ad obeuiuha res maxime dexter i oeqne vero in iis non caepe 
cxercitatus. Magnam in eo fidcm Salviatus, magnam conjurati omnet ha* 
buerant. Res ipsa jam pottulat uti conjurationis consilium expliccnms. 

Medicum famil!^ cum plerisquc In rebus splendida semper, magnificentls- 
simaqu^ ffti (tun vci maxime in Claris hospitibus accipiendis. Nemo un* 
quam vir dams aut Fknendain, ant norentinum agrum petiit, in quern 
non ilb domus hoc magaifiocBtiae genere usa sit. Cimtgitiii to suborbano 
iUo Jacob! rure, ubi supra, conjurationcm factam ostendimus, Raphael 
fette Cardinalis, ex Uieronjmi Corniti» soroie i»tus> haud multo antea di- 
wtketti liaiie trad iacioorii aaiain conjurati occupant. Nnnciant Cu4\m 
nalis nomine geminis fratribus, uti se Fcsulis, quae ipsorum suburbana Villa 
cat acdpiant. Eo Laurentius, atque egomet cum puero etro Lattienta 
filio acccdimua. Julianust quod valetudine impediretur, domi restitìt: id, 
quod ran in ìptum» quern diximus, diem extraxit. Iterum familiarius ho- 
mini nunciant cupcrc Cardinalem Sc Florentiac convivio nrcipi. Urbanae 
dioauia onumeata, vestem, aulea, gemmas, argeatum, prcttoum omnem 
anpdleetilem impkereb Ni||lnBi optimi juveaca dolom «sflpkaainr. Do* 
raum parant, ornamenta depromunt, vcstcm cxplicant, argcntum, signa, 
toreumata in propatiUo coniocant, prodttcunt gemma» in yKwaptuarium ; 
imfoiiwiitsimc cwnmn adpanMr* 

Ecce 
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~ Bcfe tiU^MNe toÉpot eooJiiteiiOHm ansM teitutur, «It LMnntiutf N* TOO. 

uhi Julianuj ? Dicuiit, in Tempio Divac Repiratac f^isc ambos ; co con- 
teodunt. Cardiaalu in «ugg^tum Cliort dc more sulnlucltur. Dumqae 
SadmUtiaé IT^min cekbiaatur» Arichiepiscopus cum Jacobo Poggio, Ac 
daob«s Jacobis Salviatis, altisque nonnuUis comitibui in Gnmm coutendit, 

uti Dominoq Florfrifincs arce deturbct, ipse Curiam occupai : Reliqui in 
'iempia ad iaciaus obcundum icaujicat. DeiiUiiatus ad Laurentii caedem 

Jobuniei BqptìMgi» «qodm dfetatOMttti . AattmìM VoUtCRuii^ Siqfaa- 
imfw.sM«peiMt : .Reliqui Ja Jn&svm f«ndebMitt 

. Ihi primsm peracta Siceidttit eo«Mniiiiìe»tÌ0oe, signo dato, Benunrdwt 
Ikudhis R — ri se a» F^cdu, afiique «i cqajuratU, oibe facto, Julianum. 
ctreumventunt. Princcps Bandiau*, ense per pectus adi dìo, juvencm trans- 
verberat. liie nioribttn4u& aliquot passus fugitarej ilH inseq^ui. juveois, 
«Ml jam tavgiiiBjCiimviMiqiiadefeciwent, tenae coocidib Jacemcm Fran- 
cÌ5ct!i Tcpf jito saepe ictu, pugione trajecit. Ita plum juvencm neci dcdunt. 
Qtu Juliaaum Mqncbadii {mobIm^ tertote exanimatus io Utcbiat te turpitcr 

latciiia & LaiurcQtiiua deleoi aicasu invadunt \ ac pfitno quidem Anto- 
niot Vohtemana riuiattam «jva hnmcro injicit, ictum in jugulum destiiiat* 
impcTterritus humeralem amieiiiai «xiiit^ beroqoe advoMt bncihioi 

mul gladium vagina HHrrnt, uno tantum ictu petifur : nnm dum sese expe- 
dit, TVinut in collo accipit. Mox sc homo acez, anticoeus striato gla- 
4kib»i4<|iesriB* ^venere, dtcttintpcctafe le came, & tueii lUi eitnrrtti fiu 
gaa caplunt. Ncque vero segnis ia co tucndo Andrcac, & Laurcntii Ca- 
vakaatis (quibus ille pedi««equis utebatur) opera fuit. Cavalcanti» brachium 
vulneiainr* Aafaw iot^er superai. 

Viierff crat, tumultuantem populum, vlros, tnulicrculas, Saccrdotcs, 
f^ieiM iuguaatcs pattim quo pedes vocareiu< Omnia frcmitu plena, & ge- 
vitn: niUI mndiri mbmii czpicnae vocia. Fime If qui otdnrentXem- 
phm coffocve* 

Qui Juiianum trucidarat Beiiiardu& Baadiiius, noo contentus »uii parti* 
bn, ad LanwDtsMk CMMnAl. III» — c wnnw d um cum paucii in Saerarinm 

conjctcr-t. B.riiarJus obiter ^ranciacum Norium prudentem virum, U 
vaawmàit, Ms4i«te fanùilMt yracfectttm, csfc pec atomwiuuB adacto uno 

vulneie 



4P. 
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N« XXL volneie pewnit. Ejui cadaver nfUnm «dhue vUm ia «MmÌMflii ^ i« 
LiwentiiM lecepm^ invMmin est. 

Turn ego, qui eedeoi me contaknuut tfiiqoe newnitli* fbret, qoae 
aheneae essent, occlusimus. Ita pericalum, quod a Bandino ingrueret, 
propulsavimus. Dum fores servamiu, trepidare intus alii, de Laurentii 
vulnere solliciti esse. Ibi Antonius Rodulphus Jacobi fiUua honeatua ado* 
kaoena Laurentii vutave eziigoc. Ipte nuliam Moe tadotii ntìoatm d»> 
cere; sed rogitarc contincntcr: Ecquid Jutianus valeat. Interdum vero & 
indignabuadas minitari querique* quod a quibus minime aequum fuerat, sua 
vha fwtetetar. Condiiub juvcoma gioirne qui Metoe domai fidi cMcnt^ 
ad sacrarli forrs cum tclis constipantur. Clamant unanime* amicos sete, ic 
necessarios. £x*at, exeat LaurentiuSf j^riiufugm adverta fiuth nhir ettpieU 
Nos trepidì-tnttis ambigere, hostes, an amid lofcnt} rogtcaie tamen an in» 
columis Juliui i . Ip'^i ad «a nihil responden. Tom Slaaimidus Stupha 
egTegìu5 juvcnis, & ijui Laurent!© jam inde a pttcro miro amore, mira pic- 
tatc csset conjunctud> scaias conscendit, speculam, quae in Templum despi» 
ceret, obi & organa cwent muaìca, fcattnais petit. Facinva oootliiiM nm J«* 
liani cadavere, quod prostratum vìilerat, intcllìgìt. Qui prac foribus adsta» 
bant, videt etse amicos \ jubet aperiri : itii frequentes Laurentium in armai* 
forum globum adcipiunt. Oomum per dispendia, ne in Juliani cadaver ia- 
cidcKt, perdociint» 

Ego recta domum perrexij Julianumque multis confectum vulneribui, 
multo cruore feedAtom miierahilitn jacentem oflèndi. Ibi timballi!, At pia« 
dolorts magnitudine, vix satia aiiìtni compoa» m ^mbuadam amicia aiililentoa« - 
domumque aum dcductua. 

m 

Omnia Ibi a rma t o ro m piena emt, emi^a fiivendam clamoribaa peraom» 

bant: strcpìtu, & voclbus tfctum omnc rcsultabat. Vldcres puem , sci.cs, 
juvenes, sacros, & propbanos viros arma capere ; Domum Medicam quasi 
poblicam omnium aalutcm defeoaaie* 

Interim Pisanus Prnr<;ul Cpc^nrcm Pctrucium VcxIllìfcTum, quod ajunt, 
Justitiar, rcmotis aibitris in coiioquium vocat, co Consilio, ut hominem 
troòdek Velie ae, ait, nommlla Pontifida Tefènc nomine. Quidam es 
Perusinis proscriptis, qui hominem facinoris cpnscii in Curiam comitabantur, 
in publici cubicttium Scsibae ae conjiciunt, ubi locam idoneum teneant. 

Fofct 
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Fom concludunt cubiculi, neqiie ea^ tin ret f ostulat, aperire qaeunt, ita H* XXL 
ncque sibi, ncque suis ausilio esae. At Caesar ubi titubancem Salviatum 
contemplatur, -dMum sasplCRtu*t Iktores ad aima condtat: Salviataa metit 

perturbatus, c cubiculo se proriplt. Ille In Jacobum Poggi! filium incldit, 
leumquci ut xsl hfftao ÌQg$nti«. aoimi, cajpiUo co^cptum humi detuibat^ 
castodibutque iravMdani miadat : «mmc ad inoiiiMib twitm cwm Domìno- 
runi manu festinua.cTadit. Ibi quantum in se est» COTcpto e cnlio» vero 
(nam id ei tclum mctus, atque im rbtulcr;>nt) forrs tuctur; «i'.nm atquc 
publicain salutem magna animi, pr^icscntu accriiruc dckusat. idem alii- pro 
<e qnii^iie vidlker agiint« 

Crebrae in Floreotioa curia sunt januae : £ae a licton'bus occlusae, ca- 
pita ooojuntomm aeparanU . Ita ili! in mokos didocti rivukw impetum per* 
imoL luterai onuiia cutia ìnnia ftaniow» pmicìqtie ex enribi» co eniftniic» 

■ : Jacobu» autem Facttus, ubi spem necandl Lauieotìi se fefeilitse intel- 
Jeii^ haud igairus qaantvin eoelerii io ee adniNiMet, utraque palma «nam 

ipse faciem ceciderat. Mox dum se domum corripexet priusquam de tempio 
cgrcderetur, ad- terram prae angustia conlapsus est. Tandem ubi rem in 
angufto esse vidit, fortunam periclitari dcliberanSf cum pauci$ ex neceasariis 
lecta in forum cotitendit : popnlum ad arma convocat. Nihil fooeeifere ÌIU ; 
verum omncs hominem scclcstum, & turn prae formidine vix sonum vocis> 
qui esaudiretur, erumpentem, contemptui habere facinusque dctestari. le 
.libi nihil in popolo auìtii Yidet, trepidar^ animoque deadtoL 

Qui in siimmam curiae arcem rccqierant se, saxa ingemia, tcinque ìa 
Jacobum jaculantur ; Homo pavitans domum se refcrt. EoUem & Francìs- 
ca% aeoeptì» In e» tuimiltu gmibut volneribu^ lepenie oonfogecib 

Tnferìm Laurentiani curiam recipiunt. Pcnisini cfFracto ostio trucidan- 
tur : Turn & in reliquos taevitum. Jacobum Poggii e fenestris suspendunt } 
Ckrdhialein comprdièoram m:^iio praesidìo in curiam cnbdacuot, aegreque 
hominem a populi impctu tucntur. Qui eum assectari consueverant, pliri- 
que a plebe occisì } omnia direpta, cadavera ipsa foede lacerata. Jam ante 
Laorentìi force caput humanum laneeae praefixuro, jam hnmaì partem ad- 
tulerant. Nihil tamen undique magie esaudiri quam pepiili fOCCa : ^ihot 
iVAw^ id eum Medkae femìiiM imigae <ft, damitastes. 
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H" XXI. At ]i.'-nhm Pnctius detperatis rrbux fngi tibi ctmsulit : |poMiÉlf ifOMrid 
Crucis uicuur, cum armatorum manu petit j tode erum^t. i 

Interim ad Medicum aedes miro studio, miro favore populut confluere^ 
proditorrs ad supplicium flagitare i mUK makdicto, nullis minis parcere» 
dum ad poenam 6cclera(06 npt cogereift.- - Ibi Juobi Pactii d<Hnus m a di* 
rcptione dcfcnsa, Franciici» atidìiS) M «attcin* cx iftàé ipoffoi iiedibtt» ft FMM 
Corsine, qui magna cHentum manu stipati» co accurrerat, ad hqufufB r*- 
pitur pene semivivus : non enim facile, aut pronum erat furenti popalA 
teropciare. Mos & PieaniM Praettil ex ea, qua ft AmdicM Pttdtti fb» 
nestra pendebat, supra ipsum exanimum corpus suspenditur. Cum dejiccre- 
tar (id, quod mirum omnibus visum iri UfbiRor) nemini tamen ignotum 
eo tempore extiUt, stve id casus alì4)uU, tea nbìM dc4er^, ipsum liiod 
Ffancitci cadifer dentibus invadit i altemmque ejus mamlllam tcI cum la- 
quco sufTocatus, apertis furialitcr ocutia monlicus iletiiieb it. Post hunc & 
duo Jacobi ex Salviatorum famiiia iaqueo gtittur franguntwr. < Memini me 
Com venire in fbrnm (nan domi quieta jan «u cnc) |Ufw ainUft etdawm 
fcccle lacerata panón eidéi« pMjwt»: Jtfeiu ia «a pòfnK lodibda» ankaè 
«UteuatioBea. 

Snt enUn Medica domtu mnldc can^ populo pnti. Ttm JnBavì 

«aedem detcstari otnncs, iiidignum facinus clamitarc. Juvenem e^TCgfum, 
delicias Florentinae juTcntutis, per scetus, per doium, ac proditionem, a 
quibua fninifliieÌDpotttùt, i mei e mp tnaa $ {hhìIìmb ìmpotcotem» as aacrilegidn, 

Diis iKirninUiusque iiifestam, tantviiii faciiius perpetrasse. S:';l.^l^JIl,:t plc- 
iKm & memoria rcceos ejus virtutis. Nam cam paucis ante anni» equestre 
Ulud cataphractomm eqintam certamen edebiatetart min vìitM Jtilìaai 
catiterat, palmamque, & spolia domum reportaverat } quae res magnopere 
vulgì anìmos coiicìliat. Ad hacc & facinoris indignitas accedebat. Ne<;tic 
enim quicquam tam scelestum dici, aut excogilaii poterai, quod Ihijus atro> 
dtatero sccleria adaeqvaret. Ftemd»ant omncs, Javenem più», insoeentemf 
in tempio, inter ans, fi s;'.cr;» triukliur trucitl.Uum ; violiuiim hospitluni, 
violata sacra, pollutum Lumano sauguiac templum : Ipsum autem Lauren* 
tium, in qucm unum Fioffeatìna omnk RcipuiUiea reeomberet, ipsiuii Ulnm 
Laiurentium, in quo tpet omnet, opeaque popoli aitae forettt» ferve petitiun» 
id veto iodigQÌMimttm claaùtabann 



Digitized by Google 



1 



Jam tat onidlHit itwiicipiìi» ut quiteque VM |»|tosiaMt eiMd^ migM m H** 3C3Qt. 

armatorum in forum, in trivia, In M-Jicam praecipuc dotnum confluerc ; 
(kstcntare pro sc quisque auum «tuaiuai: Civca catcrvatim cum libcria, & 
dientibuc poBkeii mum operam, mim vtet» atque npnt tumu ex tuu» 

Laurentio, & publicam, & privatam pendere ipsoruni saJutem, dktltarc. 
Videre erat coutinuoa aliquot dies, undiquc in domom JLaureutianam axma ' 
.CMvehi, unportari flaniM, it panes, quacque aunt vktm o^portoitiu Ipte 
lAoreatiM ao» vulnere, non metu, non dolore* quern ex fratns nece max- 
imum coeperat, impcJirl quo minus rt-bu5 suis prospicfrct : prehcnsarc civcs 
omnea i gntiam ac singulis b^rc» ipais omnibus suam dicere salutcm refem 
•{Cflplain I popiilo w oe de ì^finm «alate ansb» nemmqinm e fcneitria 
ostentare : Ibi addamare omnis populus; manus ad coclum tollerc ; gratularl 
ejus saiuti, esultare gaudio. Ipse rcbui omnibus imentus acere, netjue ani- 
mo, neque condfio deatituL 

Dum haec aglintur, nuntittum est To^i^nnrm Frinclacuin Tollcntlnatem 
Fori Comclii praefectum cum dclecu cquituai mauu, in nostrum agrum 
ex ip»ì» Fori Cornelti lìnibus imipiMe. Idem mox tt Tiplieniatein fecuae ' 
Laurentium, qua parte Sencnslum fines Florentinum discriminant agriirn, 
muitorum amiciis, Utterìsque admonenuir. Turn uccum^ue a nostris pui- 
tam doomni foam itcepiue le. Mocte atra, vigiliae per oifam dispositae ; 
domai LaoMldana diligcntcr custodita : stationes armatcnrum in quadriviis, 
in foro, tota urbe. Posiridie ejus dici Johannes Bentivolus Bononiensis 
eque», suaeque princeps reipublicac, Tir multis qfficiis fantiiiae Medicum 
eoojnitctiaùmM in Mugdlanttm cum afiqnoc eqidtmn temii» nmhiaqtte pe^ 

ditum cohorlibus auxilio vencrat. J.imqae tota urbs pcditibtis opplcri cocpta. 
Sed miti octovirif quorum princeps LHonjstas Puccius, nequid militck 
jiiatìlai aiì^ iiiimiMiiin mm, delenii «imcoModiae or Wa p wcmcn t, rellquos, 
fnmnn in «rbem Tcnenmii. anam qaemqee.doimmb »t éoM tan fon 
decemeient) Rfredi jubeoC* 

KcMttiia bttfim Fee^, qui piidie ie^diciy qoi» làcimia gteram «ft, in 

Vlllam Mugclbnam se rcccperat, ibique milite? cogebat, oum duobus fratri- 
bus Joanne» & Nìcolao captus ducitur. (JuUiclmi, ac Francisci firater, Jo> 
•■■ee Pacttai» inliorto quodamanae daaaa'i contiguo depreiMmtìMV. Qui * 
Jaeobum srquuti sunt, ab omnibus jam destitvtam io Castaneo Vico Com* 
prchendunt. Qui primus hominem adsoquutos est, ts fait Alexander quidam 
Agricola annis plurimum xx* natus i ipse homini manum iojicit. At Jacobus 
vol.. I. 3 a aqptem 
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Kptem prolatìs aureis obsecrare rusticoin iacipit* uti se neci dcdat ; n^ue 
vero id homini persuadet. Ut vero magia hoc, magisquc precibus contenditi 
u fiacre Aleundri Scipione vcrberatur. Turn inteltexit homo pavitans, ve- 
rum esse quod didtiir i Ducunt nmbntm fata, mltntem trahunt. Ibi Floien» 
tiam cum pracsidio octovirum, nc a plebe Inniarciur, in cuiiim prol.irus, 
espressa nullo tormento totius tacinoris confc&cione» paucu post horis laqueo 
poeoM twit. Hie homo jam ktho vicino*, haodquiquùii mi Ufioa rtbidì 
lorìoiique ingcnii obliviscltur ? mancs sues adverso Daemoni dcdere se cb» 
mar. Post cani & de Renato sapplkiom «umptum. Reliqui fratres in vìn« 
cuia conjecti: Eonim minimus nam Galeottas, impube» adhuc muliebri 
stola amictus, fogam trepidus molicbatur : ibi agnitua in euiidt^m carccven 
conjlctrur : Eodemquc haud multo pOM tn AndlCMll FaCtiuln fteoad ktXKm 
ex fuga rctractum obtrudunt. 

Bandinus fugitans in Tiphcrnatcm Incidit, a quo in acitm receptiis Senat 
pervatit. Ncapoleo a Pctro Vespu^cio adjutus, fuga sibi salutcm petiiu 
Aliquot post dies & de Joanne Bapcitta mppUdam tamptum. 

Qui Laurcntium'percusserant Antonius Volaterranut, ?c Stcphanus, in 
Fiorentina Abbatta aliquot dies latuerc. Id ubi rcscitum, continuo gregatim 
eo populus eonvoltt; Thqoe ab. ipab aionacbis, qood religione prolùUri, 
non eos indicas<cnt, msnuni abstinent ; abreptos sicarios fbcde laceranti ibi 
dcmum nwtilMO naso, truncis auribus, molti» colaphis contu.si, ad laqueum 
post conftHÌóaem tceleris rapiuntnr. Praemta deinde publice his decreta, 
ac per praeoonem denuadaia, qui Bandinum, & Ncapoleonem aut occiJe» 
rrnt, aut ▼ivcntn-'i agereutcapti vos. Guilie!mus Pactius, qui affinitatc 
fretus in Laurcntunam domujn confugcrat, una cum libcris ejus vigesimum 
trans qvinnini ab urbe tapidem praacrìbitur. ' Moltae pcnetem insequnae 
csedes, atquc omiics eoMÓt pettini eaeiìj panim in vincnlii liaUt^ wax pio* 
•crìpo aunt. 

Romae obi nuneiatm ^'^BwinH dolor, Min 'ODimim de Liomitii 

imgeinmiateiexuitatiok ' V - > 

.r^l ,-;T i .... . .. t ; ... . -.' .j. ^ . _ . , 

; f>iiMa|«Jin»m||ni<ÌM dmian^ ft josti nanìbus in Divi LauraitU 

tempio persoluta Pkrriqur fuventus vestem mutavit. Ipie midtviglati 
vttlaecibus pcifos4u» crat. Annoe rixerat quinqoe & vigioti. 
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.'UU fMisìiNmf tCftV^Wo Vett>Ac(^oMéai)oldQdia(.«)l|iitiuni eontintio & ip*'. N* XXL 

ttmi CJfÌMbC»' Htc hiotno prodigus jam inde a pucrltb bona paterna dilapida- 
rrrat : quamobrcm & hendiutU jure parentis tesUtncnto mox cecidit. Do- 
mi cm ilU summa inopia, fori»- gniiie wet alicnain : quaic & pvanend le» 
pHUicaoAiidelHitiir,;leKnimiuwtraiD cupiens erat. Atqne it» ut prìmum 
Juliint ciedc? prttr^t^ est, coepit, ut erant homiiiis suliit i, nc rpprntina Con- 
silia, Pactiorum facinus verbis adtollerc : Mox, ut omnem populum, omncs 
éft» TÌdct » LMicntio tmtf confMtim^e ad diripleiMlam FÌwrionim domvm 

corripait -, mctusque praedam inTiiintes inilltes p;irum nbfuit (nisi Petrus 
Corsinus egrtgius juTcnis ejus ferociae occurrissct) quin civitatcm omnem,. 
bona, forraoaaque ctriwii in iawnvm pericalnni addvceret ; adeo homo' 
pracceps ac furiosuif poputttO), militesque omncs ail praedam aniinaverat. 
l)r"^: :n ips.: in citrccnim coDjectua» 4c Marcus filius, ad. qnintajn ab 
urbe iapidem proscriptus. ' " ' ' ''" . 

'■ Paodapoat diebus cum jug«$ pluviae enènt ìosequutae, repente ex omni- 
bus apris mapna vis hominum in urbcm conffuit. Ncfas esse clamit^^nt Ja- 
cobi Pactii corpus in sacro conJitum. Ideo tandiu pcrplui&se, quod homi- 
neta nefarìum, & qui ne in morte quidcm rcligìonis ullam, aut Del, ra- 
fie ne rr, haburrit, contra ju5, fa^ijuc in tempio condidcrint. Officcre id 
(quae vctus est rusitcorum superstitioj lactcntibus adbuc frumentisi idem It 
pteba ooiaitt tit in uli re anolet, paasim dictitare. Mozzerò ad. ipaum aé- 
poktì locum convenìunt frequentes, cnTossumqui- Iiominis cadaver^ fit pO> 
merio defodtunt : Statimque foedatus nubibus aer ^adco plebia opinKMU fm» 
tuna favebat] Solis fulgoremcoepit estendere. ' * 

Postrulie ejus dici, id quod monstri simile visum est, puerorum ingens 
inultitudo, Tclut quibusdam furianim arcanis /acibus accema, conditum 
nirtoa cadaver eflbdlniit i prahibeutem nescio quem, parum abfuit, quin la» 
pìdibus necarent. Eum, quo fnerat sufFocatua laqueo adprchendunt, mulda 
convitiis ac luJibrìis per omnes tirbis \ icos njptant. Alii enim perrldiculum 
praecuntes, decedere viae obvios jubcre, quod se equitera insignem dicerent 
•ddticefe } alu bacolit, atimultique inctepitantea monete hominem* ne pne* 

stolantibus se in fnro civibus essct in mora : Mox ad suas adduttum aedes, 
januam capite pulsare subigunt, simul exciamant ; ecquis iutu« familiarium 
sit, ecquia (edenntem magno comitato domuro excipiat. In forum '•enicie 
pnlùbttt, ad Ami flumen contenduotr coque cadaver abjiciunt. td cum 
aupematavet» magna via ru&ticwtum convitla fiindcotrs aubae^juebantnri Ui^ 
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jf^ TTI. de tt quidam non inidlcvlBdfanMe leétw} hUttMwnnìM ex iane^ 
eenan* ti quem catinctna iMbyt poH> «HBÌt^^ 



Malta pnetcM» jociilari* candwt m JìmsIh Itetit containeliam, 

omnium conjuratorum detcstationem passim pet — *— - ■■— ■■ — 
QiUti uodique hvaoù libelli ia eo6dem conwr^ti. 



tomm in publicum adducta ; factumquc ScattutcoMultum ne quis 
post cani diem ejus nomcn familiac usurparci j ne qu» usquain Pactiorum 
ÌQsigDia remanfirent : neve quis notti» ìa S^ afSniniinn cw ij«S;<»ai»- 
ha!ttt qni.coi>to.iwewt, CBW cootrskKom^cotattaqfio^Sonttiia w w t o riti lw n 

È^'hiìc tanta rérum commutatione» nepo cg^ de hnmuao fiwtunae iii> 

Btabilìtate sum adnionìtus, maximcque admìratus incredibilem omnium de 
Juliani intcriiu dolotem. Cujus quae foim» corporis, quivt habitus» qui 
mores fucrint, paods abaoliatn. Stittita futt proeera» quadrato corpoie, 
magnO|.&pn)n«nenti pectore i tcretibus, ac inusculosis brachlis, valldis ar- 
ticulis, compressa alvo, amplis fcmoribus, suri» aliquaoto plcuioribus, yc- 
eettS) nigrisque oculis, acri visu, subnigro colore, multa, coma, capillo ni* 
gio, k promtfso, atqne in ocdpat a Irants icjecto : equitandi, jaculandique 

gnarus: saltu et palaestra e:<cdlcds: venalu mirum in modvim ;!< !<"ct iri soli- 
tus: vi^iliae,. atquc inediae j[uxta patieiis: potioms adco cxiguc» ut ca ali- 
qu»idd vel ìnteghlm diem sponte abatinuerk. Magni mt amna^ maximae. 
constantiac) religionis, & bonorum niorum cutter ; picturam maxime am> 
pkctebatur, & musicam, atquc omae rounditiarum genu» : ingcnio erat ad 
Poesin non inepto. iicripsic nomudla Etraada cannìna, nife gravia, & aen. 
lentìarnni piena: aniatofh earnìna libens lectitabat. Facundaa erat, & 
prudcns, minime tamen promptus. Idem & urbnn-t-iMjm mirus amator, & 
ipse non innrbanus: mcndaces magnopere odciat, èc uijuri irum memores. 
In cttltu-coiporia mcdiocfia i mire «to degaaa, ac Ubntoa. Gravis decorus* 
que «rat ejus incessus } atquc omnliio dignitatis plenus. Obsequii erat multi, 
muhae humanitatis. Magnae in fnitrem pietatis, atquc obsenrantiae j mag- 
- ni roboris, et virtutia. Haec illa, atque afia chamm populo, cbarum iui^ 
dom wait, wddebant Haec eadcm nobis omnibus luctuosam ^;regil Juveni^ 
atque acerbissimam memoriam relinqttunt. Dcnm tamen optùnttmi, maxi* 
mnmque ne prohibcat precamui : 

JLmc uJUm ««ria Jwm m nuat rnn uudh 
Anno MOCOCIAXVIIL 

Jaccft 
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Jaa^ if Pazzi Laurentia Media Fhrentiae, 

Magnifico Lorenzo. Io mi raccomando sempre alli tui buona gratia. 3EZIL 
Sono avixato del nuovo ordine della gravezza preso» e della clectìone degli 
WMibif . 1» qtttloott io lodo e comnendo, non volendo enttire in nuovi 
diatrìbatiane» che havesse a dare lungo travaglio alla cittì. Cbli tono infor- 
mato da quei di casahaverti parlato del caso mio, e rbposri tua e'^srr? ^lati 
tanto gratiosa e benigna, quanto dire si può ; il che, non che mi m tacile a 
crederlo, nut mil tengo per decto per molti riipeeli, maxime conwlennulo 
al!e tue supreme virtù c bontà, sapiendo tu essere informato in buona parte 
de* danni grandi ricevuti e del disordine e travaglio grande in che mi trovo, 
die i di «inalili» chel caao ndO non ba bisogno nè di piagha aè di icarpello» 
ma di pichoni } e però ti prego strettissimamente, Magnifico Lorenzo mio, 
tu voglia essere contento volermi bavere per nccomandatO!» c mettermi nel 
numero delle tue prime apetiaBtà u forma» die io potia stare a Firenze, che 
se Dio m' ajuti, se la necesdtft non mi stringnesse, mi veighognerei a supjdi* 
carti 0 richiederti di quello non fussc la verità, o clic t'avesse a dare alchur» 
charicho. in eficcto ogni mia fede e speranza è in te, e sapiendo io che le 
parale teeoaono so^etln^ farò sansa più» dire raceoainnndandoni di nuovo 
a te, che Iddìo in felìdidoio Mato-cì «ooicm. In Annone a di ai. di Di> 
oembre 1474» 

tìhHm 

Mapùfico Lorenzo. Io mi raccommando sempre alla tua buona gratia. 
Sono ««ìtBlO'ddb toa valetudine per lo Dio gvatia» e mediante l'aeqna della- 

Peretta, essere sanza più dubio di febrc, e ne se ito a Pisa per pigliare aria, di 
che ricevo singularissimo piacere, Se a Dio piaccia in buona felicit.\ lungo 
tempo prosperarti. Intendo al si del nuovo ordine di giaiczaa e elcctione 
dèg^- hnomeni-i il che lodo c commendo» non volendo maxime totrare in 
nuora gravezza, che havcss'- a dare maggiore confusione alla citta. Per lo 
simile mi dicevono quei di casa haverti parlato del caso mio, e la risposta tua 
non potrebbt enere ttata più-amorevole nò più gratioM; di die mì-iendeno 
certissimo per infiniti rispecti, maxime sendo tu informato in buona parte 
del diaordine e travaglio in che mi truovo. Il perchè ti pricgo» Magnifico 
Laienno miO| ti voglia placare, metcermi nel nnueio dei piùlcipali» &- dli 

tn 
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N*XXI1« tu abbi a presure il favore tuo, e volere che io possi riputarmi per Dìo & per 
te potere slare a Firenze. CertifìcandotI, die il caso mio non ha biiogno dì 
pialla, im di grosso pichone. £ piacessi a Dio non dices» il vero, come 
dica» Ih M^endo io, che teco mi bisogni spendere poche parole^ Surò 
sanza più dirti, se non di nuovo pregarti tu mi vogli in detto numero porre: 
che l'Altissimo in felicità ti salvi* In Avignone a dì 23. Dicembre 1474. 



N* xxni. 

Ex CtSet 170. Pnwmmm RiipK^at Fìprtntinat. 

H^XjSAÌU Jn Del nomine Amen, anno Incamatìonls Domini nostri Jesu Christi mil- 
lesimo quadringcntesimo scptuagesinio octavo Imlictionc XI. die vigcaimo 
teftio mensis Maii, in Consilio populi civlt;i(i& Florcntiac mandato Magnifi- 
corum & F.xcelsotum Dominorum Dominomi» Priorum LibcrtatU & Vex- 
illiferi Justitiae popuii Florentmi, &c. 

Novum & omnibus saeculis pene inaudìtum srtlus in pemltiem Reìpub- 
Hcae Florentinae plures anno* machinaiam, & jam prope peractum proximia 
diebus cuncti cognovittii. Conjnraront enìm in patriam, Pactii^ & Salviatnt 
Pisanus Aidiiepiacopus in primia, & <xtcrnl fautore» nonnuUi, qui nulla 
religione pracHttt, rerum novarum cupidi, & ambitione maxime ducti focda 
crudeliaque in civcs fucinerà fecerc, mijora & molituri. Nam assueti priva- 
tlm fc pubfìee omnia rapere, delubra spoiìare, sacri profanaqoe omnia pol- 
luere, s«mmo quidem Magistratui tendere insìdias per Archiepiscopum non 
dubitarunt, opportuna loca armatis militibus obsederunt 1 ipsi cum telis erant 
ioteatt paratique ad omne fadnus« nihil magia qnam tempus un gemdac 
spectantes, nulHs ncque vtgiliis, neque laborìbus fatigati : tandem V. KiL 
Maii in Basilica Virginis Matrìi post Eucharìstiac consecratìonem, assistente 
Cardinali, quem cum dicto Archiepiscopo & primoribus civibus, & nonnul- 
8» ex eoajatatii» Lamendw tt Jnlianiu M cdtces co die lautìatìne ac augni- 
ficcnttssime convivio erant accepturi, ausi sunt Pnctii optimos civcs afiincs 
snos & de Repnblica optime meritos armia impetere plurtmis satellitibus ne> 
f oininis ae perditi» hondnibn» cowiipatì, It oeeidere tunt eoa enhi. Non 
mccesait res ad votum. Evaiit cmn iUonim nanus quamvis saucàna 
Kntius, lumen civitatis ncistT-ac, vivitque inroldmis, Dcoque vindice, caedcs, 
^am aliis Reipublicae maio paraverant, la necis auctoies magistrosque con* 
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«ena eit. Bfininu pfofeete gratia est habeiub Deo» quando refetri nan N* 3QCIII. 

potest, qui miscriconiiter, non severe noblsrum agens r.obis hunc optimum 
virum clementissimum & Ketpublicae conscrvavit, cujus salus cx Ulius viri 
•alote pendebat eo praesmim tempore, quippe tantam luminis & grattae cunctis 
dvibua tnfudic, ot cum primam scelus iimutuit, armati omnia oidinia aela* 
tis«n!e ad tutandam patriae libcrtntem, & Reipubtlcae dignitatem conservan- 
dam subito accurrerint, F.ilatium receperint, loca opportuna urbi» armatis 
eompkrint» caneta communierint. O miia advcnai patrim caritat, o in- 
efiabilis Dei misericordij, cujus nutu incruenti fuit victoria! Nullus (mira- 
bik dictu !) vulnus accepit, exceptis tantum patricidis, corumquc satelliti- 
boa. Cuncti fere sontes eodem die poenam, Iracla laqueo gula, dederunt, 
vd capti venere in potestatem Ma^stratui» cui cnrae fait, ne quid Respnb- 
l:ci detrimenti caperer. Ita Deo volente proceres urbis exp^rrecti Rempub- 
Ucam capesserunty libertatcm & civiam anima», quae in dubio erant, vigilan» 
do Be bene conanlendo eoaaemnmt. Cònjuvatì vero, nullo adhibito tor* 
mento, confeast ae ae caedeoi, MaiM mntationem, aliaque foeda atque cni> 
delia facinon in cites patriamque paravisse, militum manus locis opportuni?, 
unde ccleritcr ade$»e poi>j>cnt, non sine magnis sumptibus, & suis, & extcr- 
nonim fautovum di^poaniaie {it jam adventabant hoaiea) prope paiem «celeri 

cxituni iiivcncrunt. Spcctavitque populus frequens corum supplicium, par- 
timque gaudio & lactitia gesticbat, sontes suspcudi cerncns partim luctu & 
moeraie tenebator, recordatoa acerbi cntdelìtaiinìque caana optimi & gratioai 
Jttliani civis sui. V'ita est eo tempore Fiorentina Respublica mvilto magts 
misCTabilis. Mir.ibantur cum t,im l ite propignti fines esscnt imperii, domi- 
que otium ac divitiac abundc csscnr, quae prima mortales putant, inventos 
esaecivea rebua omnibut afflueniea, qi^ le temque publiciim obstinatis ani. 
• mis perditum ircnt. H icc omnin rcpclentes tristi animo M.t^nifici & txctisi 

Domini D. P. LibertJtis & Vcxillifer Ju«titiac populi Fiorentini primorum 
cifiam judido & avo cenauenuit tndignvm case pati illoram memoriam eii- 
taie* qui libertatem patriae oppugnaacnint, & in eo fmrunt, ut FlurnitU 
num nomcn extinguerent. Immo sjncicndum lege fore, ut Pactiorum in- 
signia, nomenque dccusquc privicim & publice supprimaiur \ extinguacur, 
necniiiperignominiam, cum de paricidia & conjuratia inpatriam mcminisse 
cportucrit, memorentur. I>!eo hahtti primo supT infr.iscriptis omnibus 
singulis die 2a. mensls Maii an. Domini i478> indictiono XI. inter sc ipsos 
Dourtùnoa Priorea & VezUliferum Justitiae in eofficienii numero congregaloa 
in Pabtio populi Florcntiiii ticlibcrationc solemn!, & inter ecSileni facto ao- 

lemni & acereto acrupttuio Sc miaao partito ad fabaa nigra* & albas 

provideruntf • 
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XXIIt. pfovMeront, crdimverunt, & deliberaveniBt, qood bii(ni» Fwtionioi, 

ncitri arma Homus npprllant, ubicumque sculpta, ficta, cael ita, ve! pietà re- 
pcriuntur in locis publicis seu sactis, seu profiania, <lejiciantur, tollaotur» 
eoque toco eigiu populi norentint BgantiUTi pinginmrt apienm j ubi vero 

In ali;-, ts>eiit locis, pCTiifiis dcle.mtur, supponnnf urque lllorum iriiiignia, 
«juorum talis loca ficnt. Qitam rem cumprimum Jkcbit, critquc otium, 
rebcUinin Offitules curent effiei. Quadrivinm avtein Ave angulos P^ctio- 
rum non ita ampiius noniiiictur, verum, mutato noaiinc, iiu;ii upL-tur, uti 
Priorcs Libertatis & Vexìllìfer Justitiae instituerint atquc dccl iravi '- i'. Si 
quU deiiide decreti oegligens aut temere pristino vocabuio nominavcn:, ad 
arbitrram Octoviioram ciutodiae eivitatii malctetnr. Cunrus ignis s»ari, 
qui nrf T'.ictioram aedes omnibus annis per iirbcm duci consucvit a tempio 
D. Jo. Bap(istac Sabati S. die non fiat ampiius, scd providcant Consults cai- 
Bft malif ut eo die quntannis idem ad tcmplum ante fotjet loco aperto Se com- 
IQOdo la adsit ignis, ita ut inde suini a volentibus possit, & Faccionim decus^ 
non mos subhius videatur. Si qua alia rcstant, quae ad Pactiorum decus 
spcctent, (juaeque ad corum honorem fieri consuennt, cuncta ex nostrorum 
Iiominttin memoria ddeantnr fr nnt eictiaeta, id^oe cttrentOetoviri. 

Quicomque supcnint ck ipsa familia, & quot quot ejus nominis sunt, 
intra Florentim fines imperii debeant intra bimestre tempos* quot quot 
aotem extra cos fines reperiuntur, saltern intra sex menses proxìmos, mutasse 
signa sive arma, & nomeo domus, quomodo sibi quisque Toluerit, idque 
signìficarì >c notom liett curasse intta dieta temporum spatia Octovirìs, aut 
corum Scribae, atque ita in eoram libro, in quo apud eos & relegati et fie« 
belles ticscriptl sunt, de praedictis diligens fiat scriptura, & nova familiae no- 
mina signaque sumpta notentur, curentque Octoviri, ut nota sint hacc, utt 
convedentios Jodicwmt ne boe ignorent hi» ad qoos spectafe potest ; ex iìs 
P.ictiis quicumque haec ncglcxcrit, sed post factam talcm commutationcm, 
ea non obtcnravcrit» ipso facto rebellis intelligatur» absque alia solemnitate 
serranda. Pneteiea nulli acoiptorumi pietorum» aurificum, fosorum, ficto- 
turn, aut aliornm opificum liceat in jariadictione populi Fiorentini sculpere, 
caelarc, pingrre aut faccre alìquo loco, vase, panno, vel re Pactiorum insig- 
nia sive arma, scd omnes homines, qui ca domi quoquo more vel loco ba- 
berent, delevassc aut mutasse eporteat saltan inm qoatoor menses ptoiime 

futuroFi post conclusinnem pracsentis Provisionis. Sub poena florcnorum 
quinquaginta largorum cuilibet contrafacienti aut praedicta non observant! 
aaCneada, It CoomuniFlorcntiaeappUcanday pro qua stnt snpposita Officio 
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ac Magìstratui Octovlrorum, EanJcm quoque poenam incurrat qu'ictimquc fi|*XZlII> 
iacieti aut fieri curarct, vcl utcrctur aliqua re de vetilis supradictisj & ob 
cam |Meaam «it tnppMÌtaa ut tnpn^ fit aamper noHficator laevetur quartun 
partem } & insuper quicumque capitit uxorcm :vatain scu nascituram per U- 
ueaiD maaculinam ab aliijao dea«endenci per liacain matcuUnam Dctmini aeu 
s DomiDO Andces Gii|^liDttd de Pazzia, vel nupoti tnilent cuipùutl (9t 
talibaa dcaoendeDdbus aliquam MMm filiamo iatetUgator ipso facto, & ipae- 
mft & omnci sui descendentes per Itnram masculiiiam adnionitus in perpe- 
tuarli, privatuaque omnibus ofiiciis & dignitatibus turn Communis, turn pro 
Conunimi Florentjae, ae rie perpetuo obacnetur. InteUiganmr auteoa con- 
trafacerc, scu contr.ifccisse hc\c c.ipitulo, quo ad uxorem capicndam maritiU 
taututn Sc ipw ii suis desceudemibus, sit apposita dicu poena. In locanda 
■otem k in mati^jnaiiilim tndenda aUqua puclla Tel feemina cuipiam es t»* 
libus descendcncibul* sltpeoa apposita ì;v prafjudicia supradicta: pMedict» 
omnia & singu!;) sane &c rectc li iteli igendo, 8c referendo cuUibet pCtlOliae ac 
rei quantum ik quoniodo congruit couTenitque. 

(>ua rrovkL-Mie leotn ?c recltafn, tit suprndtctum est, Magnificus vir 
Jacobus Domini Alexandri de Alexandria Vexillifer Juatitiae & tunc Frae. 
peeitoa diet! Offieii de vdtmtate, eomifio, ct eotuema nionini còHcganMi 
in dicto Consilio praesentium in numero opportuno proposuit earn, & con« 
tenta in ea inter CoDMUarioi dkà CoosUii» St auper ca Conailiarianun ragaa 
•ententia, 8ic. 



Ne XXIV. 
LUIGI ftf la grtth £ Ditittéì Fnmeia, 

CARISSnin k grandi amid. Not abbiamo di presente saputo el grande ti XXI7. 
inhamano oltraggio, opptobriOt iof^iina, che, non è molto, furono factt 
fante a Vostre Signorie, come alle persone de nostri carissimi ti amari cugini 
Lorenzo St Giuliano de' Medici, & a loro amici & parenti, servidori & al- 
leiti per qaegii del Bancbo 8c deVe slleganne deP Pazzi; ft coal la motte 
del nostro dccto cugino Giuliano de' Medici, donde noi siamo st:'.ti ?c siamo 
CO«i dolenti come di cosa, che ci potessi advcnirc } & perciò che lo bonore 
wMtio ft il noatfo T« «tato tanto grandemente olléio } ft perchè e M^d aono 
noatri patenti, amid ft ooUegad, ft perdiè not leputiamo d dccto oltraggb ft 
VOL. I. 3 c la 
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XXIV. 1^ morte lÌL'l dicto nP<!tro cugino Giuliano et-^trc dì tale cffecto, che »e fo«*e 
fatto & commesso nella nostra propria persona, & per questo tutti e decti 
Fulì criminori hmae Majcstatìt ) «oi «he per idence tonano teikrìrt, che 
la cosa restasse impunita, ma tksldL-riair.o de tucto nostro cuore ne sia facto 
punitione & oorrectione per esemplo di tutti gli altri. £t habbiamo pensato 
di mandare ttna Vostre Slfnorie U imwItd mitto e fedele Consigliere & Ca- 
meriere d Signore d* Argentona Siniscalco del nostro paese de Poetous, che 
è oggi uno degli uomini che noi habbiamo, nel ijualc habbiamo mag^^Ior'fi- 
daoza, per farvi sapere bene a lungo la nostra intentionc« che vi dirà éc ex- 
porrà pià coee (oocantì questa materii. Pteghiam voi cbe di tveto quelb vi 
dirà da nostra parte, che gli vogliate credere, & prestargli altrettanta fede, 
quanta voi fareste alla nostra propria persona, perchè con questa intentione 
ve lo mindnmo. Pkcgandolddio!, cariisinì ét giudi amici, cbe vi tenga in 
sua goardia. Dab ta. ItUi 1478. 

Laur, M*d. LuduvUo fra/uta Rrgi. 

Serenìssime Rex Sr Domine mi singularissime. Litterae Majestatìs 
Vestrae, quas iila ad me super infelici nostro casu dignata est scribere, incre» 
diliiien quemdam in me amorem Ik paiemam charitatem pne ae fetant; 
nam & quam ipsa acerbe calamitatem nostram tulerit, & quam egregio in 
no8 animo sit, facile iis litteris certior sum factu»> Quod si velim nunc et 
gratias pio merito agere, ineptus profecto, tantìque bene6cit ìgnania lira ja« 
dicaiidus. Tanta cnim amoris beiievolentiaeque significatio in humilem tefw 
vulum a Regia Majestate profecta nuUia cene aut rebus aut verbis nostrìs 
pensali potest. Est tamen magnammitatis Regiae, vestraeque praesertim 
animam hunc meum fide plcntim saltem pignoris, aut arrhabonis loco ac^ 
pere. Residuum nostri debiti speramus Majestati Vestrac Dcum saltem pcr- 
soluturum. Quod autem tam sapienter vestra eadem Majestas me consolatur, 
m tantam calamitatem forti animo feram, sic pro certo habeat me non tam 
hoc tempore meam ipsius vicem qi:am Christian! nominis indìgnitatem do- 
lere i naie enim maximum auxilium mihi in tam acerbo casu sperabam, in 
CO potissimum totias mali caput foniemque deprcKendo» Nam & se ae 
anoai, multìs praesentibus, fateri lAn est ansuii) ejus facinoris caussam ei- 
titisse, & in me meosque filiolos, successores, complices & benevolos ex- 
communicatioiiem iniquissimam promulgavit. Nec, contentus co etiam 
arma «Mti» kanc Rempabiicam para^ edam Feidiiuuidttna Refon In noe 
ooaditavitt <dm»Fcr4naodi piimògenitnm cum magna upturn moltitudine, 
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cum infestU armi* contra hanc Rcmpablicam venire conipiiUt, ut quos dolo fi» JOUY* 
& fmudc non penitus dclevit, vi & armis dclcat. Ego enim mihi sum con- 
acias. Deus autem testis adest, nihil me commiufise contra Pontt&ccm nisi 
quod vìtsdi, qnod me interfid turn mm pawns* quod Omnipotenti* Dei gra- 
tia mc protcxU} hoc meum est p:^ . l a n, hoc scelus, ob hoc onum extcr- 
minari eEcommunicarùiae sum meritus. Deum tanen optimum cordium 
scrutatorem, justisnniim jodken» mese innocentiae tesiem» minime per- 
mjufyn*— oedOi ut quem illemct inter suas aras & sacra, ante sui corporis 
gacramentum a sacrilcgis illis non ab hac etiam injustlssima calumnta defen- 
som veiit. Nobiscum faciunt Canonicae leges, nobiscum jus naturale & 
poSdoim, mbitaiBi verità* & ianocentb, nobisenm Deus atque lioaiiiiet 
sunt : illc haec omnia uno tempore violar, & nos secum volutari percupit. 
Haec ego ad Majestatem vestram tanquam ad pium parentem &CTÌbeada de« 
Cfevif a qua procul «tatuo propter sttsm bommem» innocentnm, mimique 
nugnitudinem multum auxilii, multum favQtit ac ptaesidii, ubi opus fuerit, 
cxpectamus : Ncminem enim bonum passnrum arbitramur, ut q^ai se in 
haec facinora praecipitem jaciat, in idem secum praecipitium & Chriftienum 
nomen protrahat. Valeat V. S. M. cui me eemper ItomiUime commendo. 
Florentiac «Uè t^^ Junii 1478. 

Lour. Mtd, Hùpaniarutn Rtgi. 

Serenìssime & Excelleiitissimc Domine mi rex: post humilem commen- 
4ationemj &c. Nunciatum milii est supcrioribos diebiu Majestatem rcstram 
in Bceibisrimo iUo tempore, quo mihi dulcisrimus fnter mens Jvlianvs tern 
cniddjter in medio tempio eteptus est, ego vulnere pctitus sum, scripsisse ad 
me quasdam litteras plenas amoris & charitatis; quae tamen nescio qua 
caussa mihi redditae non fuerunt. Atque utinam redditae forent ! Mirifice 
enim tanti Regis commotio dolorem iUnm recentem adhuc meum» qui me 
pene obruit, Icnissct. Quod si vel tunc saltern & a Majestate vestra missas, 
& in itinere detentas scirlMcmi non mediocri mihi solatio & hoc ipsum ex* 
tirisset. Egissemqae jam tunc gratiae Majestad vestne pio so» hac taai 
egregii in me animi significatione : & nunc profccto quam maximas possum 
ago, meque ipsi magnopere devinctum obligatumque profiteor. Neque 
quicquam malim hoc tempore, quam dari occasionem mihi, qua meam erga 
Mejcstaicm. Tcstram devotkmem aliqao Mgumento osteodae poisim. Sei 
cum non ìpsac modo Ittterae, sed vel nutus tanti Rpc;i ■ omncs mcas supcret 
fisetj quando, re ipsa, mihi nequeo tatisfacerCi animo certe meo vestrae 
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K* JUUV* Wnper Mijeitati devotissimo uberrime mihi satL 

me semper Majestatì Vestrae, Domine mi Rex, eamque ro^o, ut me sub 
umbra alarum suaram accipiat. Res nostras Majesuti vcstrac suo esse no* 
dtwniat. Nos quantam ponammad beilum acda^mort diaaMqueofcnuiit 
nt virìbus saltelli hostìum resistamus. Et resistemus procul dublo, ut spero ; 
nam & ipsi nobis non desumus, & affuturum Dcom nwlioii caossafi spera» 
«rat. Iieram ne VeitxM SoadMÌnne Majeitati oanmiead», q«M» De«n 
perpetuo felicissimam consemt. Fkaoiliae die 3. ApcQi» «479* Xjwden 
Saèniatàmae Maje«tatia Vcitne 

Dewtiirimw Sewiior 

def Uedicit. 
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N*ZXVL 

snmjspAPAiv. 

Ai Jutvram rei memeriam. 



JmQpTTATlS filias & perdidnù» «lainjnit LaintatiM dcP Uèifieiti & 
nflBwnni alii civcs Fiorentini, ejus in hac parte complices & fautorcs, supe- 
rioribus annit reprobi sensus, ac perversae & damnatae conditìonis fiUo Ni» 
colao de Vitellis, ut cjusdem Romanae Eccle&iae Civitatem Castelli nobis re> 
belleai facereU eanque per tjraniiìdem oceopuret* h dctiaewt occtipatan, 
consulere, favere 8t auxlliarì, etiam postquam per lìtteras & nuncios nostro» 
Lattieotium, & compUccs praedictos paterne monueramHS> atque ut a prac> 
ftaadii dicto Nìcolao ainilUa hajttBmodi demteiaii^ diaxitadvc vequiaÌTcn- 
atmif quibus potuere viribus non expavenm^ qniummo tanquam aspi» 
surda nostris liujustr.odi rcquisltioiiìbus aurea daudentes pertinace?, cttam 
postquam dilcctus iìiius noster Julianus tituli S. Petri ad V incula Freabyter 
Cndbalb in pait^iUU Aposto&ac Sedi» Leptu^ qnem cum eserctti^ 
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■t tpnin dfitttem Cutdli id ^wleai Zedntu dbedieaduii de dentàauem 1I*XXVL 
ndiicefet> ttantmUeramus, se illuc contulent> ac exercitus hujusmodi nmter 
■pud cmtatem antedictam castra metarctur, & illam teneret obsesiam, Lau« 
rendus & complices praedicti, non ignari etiam gravium aJiatum censuranun 
it pdetunmiy qoat per eertas afias irastrat speciales Ikteiat pnUicMas ip«> 
facto erant incunurt qitioimque dicto Nicolau S: ejus gentibus aoxilium da- 
tent* cooòliiim vel favorcn), quod<)uc omncs & singuioSj qui ifti Nicoko 
qvofi* modftoUigiiti ad ejus deftiwionem cenaeri potenn^ quamqinmcwitni 
dktam RuMttOam Xcclesiam ad eumdem Nicolaum 

& Tastallam, praes^rtim in huMismodl rcbell'ione defendcndum nemo potuit,^ 
ut notorium est, se obligarc, ad cauteiam tamen ab omni foederis, ligae, & 
fwanenti vìbcvIo qvemcamqae ad Inijaamo^ elibctiutt tendente absdven- 
mus, cidcm NIcolao, quantum in eis per amplius favere & auxillari non 
destiterunt» usque adco» ut cum Nicolaus antedictusy omnipotcnti Deo cau$> 
lam Eccleuae suae cnante, a praedicla ctvitate ejectvt extitisaeti noique in ea 
arcem pro potiori iflina tutela, construi & acdiiicari maadanaaemiM, idem 
Laurcntlus & compJices praedicti Nicolao pracdicto, ut contra fidem per cum 
nobis datam, civitatem praenoininatara per proditionem reingredt, & iterum 
occupate» pnedictun Romanam EeclMiam apoHaDdo^ valente nmna aadttm 
ac p05tnio<!um ip'-c Nicolaus hujusmodi perfido buo proposito, adnitcntibus in 
contrarium & contra eoS| qui dictae arci per nos propositi erant, deceptua 
tentanaUaet, earadem, com «tùs receptare, plerasque nnwltatea 8s «ouptr^ 
«ìoaea cum eo adversus eamdem Romaaam Ecclesiain hcetc, mata malia- 
nddendoj atmiUter non Ibmidsfeiint* 

Hia qooqùo non oontentif cnm dicta civiiato ipnin Ronaoan Eccleiiauiy 

ut cupiebant, spoliare non posscnt, ut adversus erimdem, a qua tot honorcs 
ic commoda, ac etiam in corum opportunitatibus auxilia consecuti esse dig> 
■oacnmtar» coneeptnm wn» dìAinn» evoowicnt <uis pravu & ddona maclii- 
nalioidbus, ut quidam Carolos de Montone Perusinam etiam dvìtatem a 
noatiae & praedictac Romanac Ecclcsiac obedientia & dcvotione, qnibus 
•ubcBtf subtraheret, ac suae tirannidi subjiceret* solicitatis ad id etiam non- 
ttotlia dictae civitatis cimbui» pracvraf unt, propter quae non minui giWa 

tmpcnsas subire, quam de nliquoTum s'lSrlitoriim nostrorum fide dubitare, 
in nonnullos, qui cutpabilcs reperti fucrunt, animadvertcrc coacti sumus. 
jQaitdmo deinceps cum praedictum Cbrotom vana $pt in hajusmodi negotfo 
ft tractatu illusum vidcret, ne ab incoeptis ob inopiam desistere cogcrctur, 
Lauxcntius aatedictus non admtens» quod Italiac psce turbata» & dcbitit^^tts 
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N* XXVX. dktié EoctnlM Rmnuuc ^xibtM» stradilo Tareenim Principi Immanb» 

sìmo Fidci OrthodoxDc hosti, facilior ad Italiam ipsam aditus apcricbamr, pne- 
dictum Carolum, ut congregato facinorosorum liominum cxcrcitu in Scocn* 
cem igram incuxdonea ftcem, iptumque dcpopularetur, &c in pmedam danti 
«c plurimi intbt nefanda peqMivafet, induzit, »d finem ctlain, ut substentato 
pro tempore ejns exercitu, nec intermissa interim prodlilonc, solicitatione, 
Perusinam civitatem pracdictam Carolus ipse de improviso ingredi, & ea 
|ier firaodem podri valmet. QjMd qiiidem cun per Dd potentiaai miaat eia 
*d votum similiter, succcssissct, & nos pro conservanda Italiae pace Castrum 
Montonis a dicto Carolo in territorio Fcrusino per antea poMesaum, qui hi» 
acandalìa oocaaionem praebuerat, ft in dici praebere pocte Tideliatur, prout 
poterai, verisiniiliter, formidari, ad jus & proprietatem ejusdem Romanae 
Kcclesiae, data prìus pro co recompensa, reduci curaremus, idem Laureo* 
tius Si complices, etsi nolli injuria per nos, aut per nostros lacessiti fuissent» 
in Ilio pravo animo contra Romanam Eccksìjm praedictam loipcobe petae* 
vcrantcs, ne hujusmodi Custrum ad eamdcm Ecclcsiam dcvciiirct, nc\'e scan- 
dalonim materia toUeretur, dcsùaatis ad id armigeris, quorum aonnulU 
dttctofc» a Doatrìs po^tca intercepti aunti ex^uisitia 9t danuntli i^s impedii» 
tentacniit* 

Insuper ut eamdem Romanam Ecclesiam, cumulatis contra eamdem im- 
protiis fotroribus, magis opprimere conarentur, Deiphcbum de Anguiilaiia 
quondam Aversi etiam de Anguillaria Comitis iìlium per fciicis rccordationis 
PauJlum secuodum Pracdecessorem nostrum, exigentibus ejus dcroehtisf 
cSam ■ detentione temramp castronim ft loconim, qid in (erritorio iprin» 
Romaoae Ecclcsiae per tyrannidem possidebat, amotum, & a terris ejusdem 
Romanae Ecclesiae exulem factum, ut se Carolo praedicto cum armata ma^ 
nu conjungeret, quo praedicu Ecclesia Romana a duobus fortius lacesseretur, 
evocar!, venientcmqoe in mndtoriis Doiniaii Florenliai lecipii ac per phuea 
dica ìbidem oommonri pncuranint» 

Aneieren ad Caatra ^usdem Eeckflae anbelantea, ft aperti» faneibna i»- 

biantes, Castrum Citcrnae Civitatis Castelli DIoeccsis, quod at) eandcm 
Ficciftiam pertinere dignoscitur, per insidiai nocturnas clam invadcrcf ii 
dato ad id noonullia armigeri* acgotio, tirannidi eorum aubji^ere, quamvìa 
temerariis eorum ausibus fideliam dìcti Castri custodum «pera & dil^ntin 
obstltcrit, minime crubuerunt, ncc minus sentcntins & censuras per Praede- 
cc»sorcs nostrosj & nos succcmìtc in Bulla, quae in Cocoa Domini singulis 
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«nnis legitur & publlcalur, in eos htas, qui ad Sedem Apottolicam venientes, XXVL 
vcl recedentes ab eadenit temeritate propiia capiiuu, dctbcnt, aut ulta ùcù 
nandtot» oee noii ^ RenipetsB & peiegrinos Bé Urbcm caussa peregrina- 
tìontt & devotionis accedentes capiunt, dninént, scu depracdantur, aut aliis 
super hi* aiuiUiun praount, coaulium & favorem, parìformitcr & per pi- 
nti* te btniDGiilM niMidiiu»» 9t 'Mot praccipue, qui mm noMimnt mMte 
AlfGMinb usque ad Terracinam discurrcrc, &: navigantes in ilio depraedari, 
vulnerare, interficere, & rebus ac bonis suts spoliate praesumpserint, recep- 
Unt, aut c'ii auxiliom daut, consilium, re! fwotttn. Simili etUm, qwi victn- 
aliiy vel albaduiam Romanac Curiae necessaria deducentest ncadCumm 
ipjam deducantur, vcl dcferantur, impediunt, invadunt, sea perturbant, & 
qui talia facientes rcceptaot» vel defendunt, idem Laurentius, & complices 
•ttt pnedkti parvipendentes» ie dorata cecviee aC4|ae anima noie Phanoni* 
indurato contemnentes & «pernentes, multos ad ipsam Curiam Romanam 
caussa prosequendi negotia sua veaieotes & novissime dilectos filios Bernar- 
dum Sculteti de Ltmiborgo, Thimoholui de Leytzhau, & Henricum Braodis 
Omcum LubioeDS. Roniiietas & peregrinos, qui ad Urbem eandem caosM 
devotionis acccdebant, capere, bonis spoliare, & carceri manciparc, ncc non 
quasdam triremes remigiis & aliis navalibus instrumcntis abundc munitas in 
naie fUMtniiii pvaefamm diteaneiiin & natrigantet, in ilio depraedantef« 
bonisque & rtbus corum spoliantts, vulncrantcs & intfrficientes, nec non & 
victualia, quae ad usum dictae Curiae Romanae necessaria ad eandem pro 
tempore deferebantur, in?adenteS} teceptare, defcndare, favoribus prosequi, 
aGnMuta eiadem non denegando» ut (quod deiexins est) etiam etipendiis ordi> 
nariis conducere & adjuvire praesumpsenint, coritumaciter in hnjusmodi ccn» 
•ttris & pocn s, etiam per diuturna tempora insordcscentes» 

Porro ne quid sccleris intentatum aut inausum re^iqiwient, non imme»^ 
mores aut ignari censurarum & pocnarum in sacris canonibus contra viola- 
tores Eccietiiiasticae libertatis & dictae Scdis auctoritatis per eosdem Praedece3<- 
iMM noetns diversis temporibus siwceidve promnlgstanin & contentarara» 
cum nos dudum Ecclesiae Pisanae certo modo vacami, de vcnerabìlium Fra- 
trum nostrorunì S. R. £. Cardinalium Consilio» de persona bonae memoiiae 
Fnociid Archiepiscopi Pisani eamdem illi in Aichiepiscopum praeficìendo 
pmvidissemw» Laurentius & complices sui pme^ii ne piovisio hujusmodi 
debit\im sortìretur efiectum, per plura tempora prohìbere mandatis nostri» 
palam resistendo non formidarunt. Dcindeque cum per Omnipoteaiis Dei 
gndam dictae Sedia piaevaltiiaset ancmóta^ idemqne Fianeiicui Aid^^ii* 
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XXVI« copus, qui etiam ex insigni bmiUa Salviatorom optimorum civlom Fioretti» 
aoram ezUtebat, Biafidatontm nostramm vigore regiminia It administrationtt 
dictae Pisame Ecclesiae pacificam possessionem contecutus fuisset, idem 
Laurcntius pravo & maligno arimo tarn iti cum, quam in multos alios dictae 
civitatie Ftorentinae etiam primanos it optimatcs civet odia «xerceiw continue, 
dktt ArdikpiKopi auctoritMem conculcare, ft in ib« quae ad «un apecta« 
bant, indebite se immisccre, ac ipsius Archiipi'icupi, sicut ct tyrannidc qua- 
dam Fiorentini popnlij omaeoi anctoritatom «ibi vendicare & uaurpare non 
cessavit. 

Cum nos S;''vatoris n'^';tri exemplo, cujus proprium est miscrcri •semper 
Ic parcerci sperantes eo^dem Laurentium ii complices tot & tantorum cx> 
ceasuum per cos contra net 9c pcaefatam Romanam Eecletiain Impic com* 

nissorum poenitere, & illat.is injurias atque fl.iinri.i Iiujustnodl bitic opcr.inito 
tn dies recompensarc debere, hacc omnio pro Italiae praesertim pace & quiete 
acquo animo tolcrare dovo^isecmus, eosdeinque I^rentinm & complice* 
pattina diaritate, ac si nunquam talia commisissent, pfoaeqaeremur, ft pio 
po-,ì;c non ce?snremus in cuiiccis compiacere cisdem, contrarium spci nostrae 
hujusmodi nobis ex directo succcssit, nam cum ex eo, quia Laiurentius ipse 
novtraime mttltoa ck dictia dnbnr Florenrinis primariit partim fdegaie, paitim 
de medio tollcre, & occidcrc, sicut fcrtur, intendcns, tit l itiur sibi ad vindic- 
tam ?i cTudeliutcm bujusmodi campos pateret, se se in unum ex Octo civi- 
bus Florentinis de" Balia nuncupates, assnmi ft eligi procuraverat, aegre hoc 
ferentibiia civibna, ad aUqnas civiles & privat^is inter eos disstnsiones deven* 

turn essct, I.iurcntius praciilctus & tunc Prìorcs Libcrt.itia, ac Vcxiilifer 
Justitiac dictae civitatis Florentinae, assistentibus cisdem complicibus reliquia 
" ex dictb Octo de BoUs nuneupatn, ft nonnuUia aKia civtboa dictae dfitatii, 
Dei timore peAftw abjecto furore succensi, & diabolica suggestione Tesati, 
ac tanquam canes ad cfTeram rabiem ducti, ut tandem sua libidine potiti. In 
Ecclestasticas personas, quantum posscnt, ignomìniosiu» saevirent, (proh 
dolor, ftinauditom acehia!) in Archiepiscopum praedictnm manna vidiBii* 
tas injiccre, & captum per p7ures boras in publico Pahtio residentiie corum- 
dem Priorum & Vexilliferi detinere, ac tandem communicato iovicem de* 
avper oonatBo, eum pnUioe in feueatiiB ikA Pdatii eminentibna coram po» 
' ptdo in die Dominico laqueo turpiter auqiendi fecere ; cumque vitam fini* 
TÌsset, laqucum scindi, ut corpus ipsius in terram caderet qucmadmodum 
cecidit (quod ncdum* refcrre, sed meminisse horremus) procurare minime 
«nbuenuiti multiMqiie deinde aIÌM Flteabytem ft Eceientaticos viraa bonat 

cooditioiiis 



Digitized by Gopgle 



7J 



condltionis & hmie, quorum al'ujui crant cx dllccti fill nostri Raplueli» S. N* XZVL 
GcoTgu id Vdum auieum Diacoai CardioalU in Frovincia ao«tc4 Diicatua 
SpatotHii» te iramniIK» aliit drkitSHiSi tenii 8r locis pracdtctae Ronunae 
Bfededid dictae Scdis Legati, & aliqui cx dictis Archiepiscopi familiaribua» 
partim "(uspcndi, partim ptadlis & fustibus confodi $i iictari pal.cii publice 
ia ixcleiusticac diguuaiu opprobrium feceriiit, & dcterrinia prioribus aggre- 
ékaéa Raplndem GiyKnkm ft L^mm pcaedictuni in dicta dvitate FIck 
rftTÌTiì '.n Frclclia Cathedral!, dum ibidem divinis OfTiciij & Missarum so- 
Icmniia cadcm die Domioica intere»»et« capere & capi mandare» capturam^ue 
ipnin ntam liabeiiica» «umdein «ab fida oiModia io praedicto PaUtìo Heneri 
CWurunt & curanti & duin venerabilis frater Nicolaus Episcopi» ModruMiiMt 
no'tcr, ?c ciosdcm ScdIs Nuricius ad hoc spc iilitcr destinatus, praedicto» 
Laurcnùum, Friorei» V^cailliferum, ac complice^, ut Raphaeleni Cardinakm* 
ir Lcgttiim piadibitttn In tot lilwitiiM icfNtnemitt nostio nomiiM veqoi^ 
i!lud negare, & se eumdcm Cardinalcm dìmittere nolle pertinaciter af- 
^nnare non dubiuruat in Ckrìcalis Ordiois & Faetoralis Officii vituperium. 
Qqm «mifai m Raphadcm Cferdinaleiii, le Lcgatnm ac Archiepiscopum, Pres* 
byteros & Clericos praedictos perpetrata, communi omnium de eis notitiara 
habentium judicio damnata, publica omnium fama td attestante, & facti no- 
torietate approbante, adeo referuntur, & forumdcm de illis notitiam haben- 
dum auBii in hoc tvttfUuA 9f oenK pcadcnie» tm atwnmtiir, ti expectent 
\vìii a Qobia io t»k« potantocum acelentm ultione «atuatur. 

N«f iftow fmenihait «moibnt debit* mcdit adoo e pemadi, qnauTÌa imp 

inenia acclcstissimorum hominum cmcicliiatero, ferìtatemquc iramanissimaiat 
»c flagittosissimum & ignomiuiosum univcnae Ecclesiae Sanctae Dei dedecus 
tiupiter iUatum ndoaut, tt a Pnedecesaorìbas noatm io magnos Principe» 
ob ntinora faclnora acriter saevìtum esse consptciamtM, tf it^fra, habito super 
his cum ei&dem fratrìbus nosfr's S, R. E. Cardinallbus matura deliberai ione, 
de itionim unanimi coiuìlio, ìx assensu, auctorìtate Apostolica tenore prae- 
■earittm dadaramua ia i gni t a ti a lilkw LurentitiiB, Friafca VerflHferimit Octo 
de Balla antcdictos, tunc & qui iHl; in eorum Prioratus & VcxìIIifcratus, ac 
Octo de Balia Oificiia succeaterunt ntinc cziauntea, ac omnes & singulos 
BccPwiaMÌfflM flfc «eculmit fai da in praenuiria io ArchiepÌ!>copum te Ra« 
pbaek» Caidinalam* Pwb y te i oa tt Clericoa pracfatos commissis praestite- 
rimt & praestant auzilium, consilium vel favorem, detentionemq- e Rnphsrlis 
Caiamaiu praelati continuaut, quorum nomina & cognomina ac si cxpnme- 
teniBri votomit hdwii pw c^ieari^ eajmcanqne staoia* giaduti onUnia 
voIm I. 30 Tel 
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N'ZXVI. Tel conditionìs csUtant, & quacumque Ecclesiastica tcI mundana dignitate 
fungantur, propter praemisaa in Raphaelem Cardinalem FnmcUcum Ardue* 
piscopum, PreibyterM & Clericos praefatM commEsM, jntta boffae memo- 
riae Dontfacii Papae Octavi similiter Praedeccssoris nostri, & Viennensit 
Concilii, ac aliorum Praedcccssonim nostrorum Constitutiones & Decreta 
crtmtnia laesac Majcstatis rcos, sacrilcgos, cxcommunicatos, anathcmatiza» 
tùtf infamei» diffidate», inteslabilea. Et ut publica repulsa couftiti nvUiuB 
inveniant suae militile "succcssorem, cojusHbct haereditates esse ab intestato 
iocapaces, feudis insupcr ac locatiooibus, officiis & bonis spirìtualibus & tem- 
ponJibut, qui singuli eorum t pnefatii Romana Se INsaaa Eockailf) net 
non dictorum Laurentii, Frìornm, Verilliferi, Octo de Balia, & albram 
complicum filios & nepotes per rectam Itneam descendentes, quibuscumque 
beaeficiis Ecclesiasticis* quae quotnodolibet tempore perpetrationis excessuum 
pnedidonim ohtinebant, qoaliMnimqne forent, spe promotionis in futurum 
oranino sublata, privates, nec non feutta ad bona locata hujusmodi, ad £c- 
clerias ipsas, iu ut ti» ad quos spcctant, de illis pro sua voluntate disponant, 
fCfena^ne. Et euiKta eanioMlem Lanreorii, Prioram, VexìlUferi, flc Octo 
de Balia, ac auxilium, consilium tcI favorem praestantium, complicum, & 
adhaerentiam hujusmodi aedifìcia in ruinam dari debere, ita ut eorum habi- 
titiones deaertae iiant, & non sit qui eas inhabitet in posterum. Et at per- 
petnam notam infamiae perpetua ruina testetur, nullo unquam tempore M- 
pareiìtur, nullum ci? rirbit.i reddere, nullumve in judicìo respondere teneri? 
nulli quoque filioruni aut nepotum praedictorum per virilcm sexum descen- 
dentiam ab ciidem« alknjnt apetiii debese januam dignhatia avt lumwtia Ee> 
cksi.itici vel mundani, & ad alicujus loci regimen ascendere omnino possci 
postulandi facultatem cis negatam Notarìatui, Jydicatus, & quodlibet aliud 
ofliciom» aea miniateriiim pobKieam interdictiimi ad Ordinb aicenimn inlii- 
bitumi *<' beneficia & ofRcin Ecclesiastica denegatum ascensum exUtere. Et 
ut magìa sìt famosa eorum infamia, ad acto» legitioMs nullum eis aditum, 
nuUamre portam patere. Quìdquid in bonis tunc inveniebatur, corumdcm 
Had ft ReipQUìóe domioio applicatum fore, ita ut ex illis nil tMoanùttator 
ad potteros, scd potius ctim eis, & sua damnati r^i tant. Florentìnam prac- 
tcrea & Fcsulanam ac Pistoriensem iUi propinquiorcs dominio subjectaa Ci» 
vitatea te DIoceaea Ecdenaatioo & atrietisaimo interdicto suppositaa eiae^ & 
praeter has poenas, eosdem Laurcntium, Priorcs, Vexillifcmm, Octo de 
Balia, anxiiiatores, coosaltofca» fautore», complices & adhaercotea oipnea, 
k liogolaa alias aoommuiiic«tioiib« anadwmattai &iBtaiiiàB —I c d ìc ti D Bb 
sentemitt, cenium & pocnaa in tàm gmna eiìiidm 9c «neim» peipetfMttea 

tam 
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tam a jure, qaam per estfrngantes coattitntSoiiet & Iktera* PnedeceMoram M* XXVI> 

pracdictorum, & nostras inflicUs incurrisse ; ipsam quoque civitatem Floren- 
dnam» si infra xneiucm ei a jure statutum Laurentiutn, Prioreif VexiUtfe> 
rum, Oeto, avxiliatores, consultorcs, complices, fautore», & adLaemtn 
praedictos, prout t.uui facinoris exigit enormitas, & ei facilltu afliicrit« non 
duxcrit puntendo«, Pontificali, Archiepiscopali, qua decoratur, dignirite 
priratam fore, & nihiiominus intcrdictam remanere, &c. Dcniquc Laureti- 
tiom Mnlkeam «e MagUcrttat wknuii rim dlebua fetds anatboBate percdfi 
jussit, atque cum lis corumque sectatoribus ac sociis qùodvì» genus com me rcii 
h^eri vctuit. Datura Ronue apud S. Petrum axiao laacamattouis Domi- 
nkie nUleaimo qnidftngetttoiaio leptuagcsiaao octm KaL Janit Poodficttut 
noMri anno Vn. 



SjpoduA ia luce ilia Spiritu» Sancti congregata, «^uae iilu- N*X2VII. 
«rinit onUKm licMininem venientem in hane nMindum, & rerdat abecondita 
tcniabnmm ad perpetuum vcritati^ testimonium, & Sixtianae caltginis disii- 
padonem. Infallibitis summi Patria praescientia, qua nobis clamavit ab initio, 
Judicafe nutrtm wjtram, juditatt quoniam uxer mea mon att facit, ut rejectara 
in fadcm fifiomm pudibunda epos opetieiitinm aapalam calva comcientia 
extergamus. Dies enim venere comminationis illius, nudaho ignominiam tuam, 
dtOnuHt Jufanar ham, Jau/imtur fnitihiùtm «di$U*rtt tuit dvioa^nitarit 
mtnténqut mttra mm A^t mnattr^w tmf. 

Nam Siztus Icno mauis suae oblitae jam dierum adokscentiae suae« 
quando ècic nuda, opeiak confuMona &GÌeni luam, iagrcftn vineani Domi- 
ni Sabaoth bonot pibnìtei ca d ip aw^ anke itueruit, tnmm aedìficatam dia* 
jecit, maccriem opposutt pro muro Hirrussìf m, horttim conclusum ciissipa- 
TÌt, locustaìi brucos in agrum Domiui convoc;ivit. Quam cdestis spcnsua 
fomoMm nian unicam «dumbam «ne aiacuta appdlabat, bic adulteio» 
rum minister dcformam meretricem U corrum sordibus plenum reddidit: 
emptam in teanplo profanis reàdkliti & ex ejus pretio porcos auratis glandi- 
bot cnviriTit» Snccenor inde Petri filium interemit, & diaboB Vicarint 
cbiiatianiaaimum quemque adortus est. Gubernator naviculae in solam Cii>> 
cts insulam enavigavit, & ejecto Joanne & Andrea, Tyrcsias tantum tt 
Hieroliymos transportavit. Clavigcr Supcrorum infcris omnibus osdurn 

3 0 2 aperott, 
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N* XX7EI* apeniSt, 8c fiiidailo !Uoi quo Denriims «s Eeeleria ttaUmta 9c emnMet 

columbas dc tempio cjecit, Atcarits suis laqucum fecit. Pastor infectm sanaa 
ores persecutus est, & suot m1os« in quorum gregem Salvator inunundoA 
»|nritm «bìre jussit, in ctvlU «gM oongregavit. ProptetM, didt Dotai6ll«> 
€Wgregabe omntj qwu JUtttÌMti am uniwrjit qtnt oduti, ut vidtmtt ttnfitudinM 
tuam, ts* dnudent te ffsfrmrnfit tuit. TurpituJo ejus nova, quam Domimi? 
per nos universis ejus fidclibus o»tendi voluit, Sixti asccosus est, aliunde 
quun per vH&am in ^jorendnvnt ovile } HoidcbUom eat ionoeenlii i^i |a« 
liani t!e Mediels, quctn tartiquim fur & latro ante altare Domini mactavit & 
peididit : iUud per Salviatum Archicp.scopum Pisanum molitus est^ hoc pet 
Raphident petfccit Kitriain» qaem quia pnerun adCtodiintelBDi^véseni^ 
voloit, ut his primidie» ft per eangutnem Cbristianum defecrum snppleret 
TirtTitif Commisit hacc praetcrca inter Missarum solemnia, dum corpus Do- 
muii a Sacerdote sumeretur, ut Christum quoque, cujus se Vicariuo) dicit, 
tndeict, ae Kcam faccret pn^Mrem. £t clainat in ida cenanris, proh do» 

!or! smpenderuitt Arcbitpucopum ; Archicpiscopum, qui nunquam fn:t Cfiris- 
tianus» Arcbiepiacopum moUentem scdittonera, occupantetn I'alatium pub- 
lieitm, ft stnpenninim Priam patriae fibeitatia, airi ae deliuiiyaaaatt esoaow- 
municat Magnificam Laureotium sanctisslmum civcm, quod sc- mactarl ut 
frater non permiserit. Domino» nt bis quod le dejict de fencstria nolucriot. Q 
xxcommunicatam excornmunicarionen 1 O malédictani mafcdicrioaet dawi . 
natissimi judicts ! etytu maltdictiont u pUnum est, f*f amaritudine (9* ddt^ jut tm- 
pu ^ hhtt fgr AAt> ttdtt in i/itMit trnm émtihut-^ Hiln;fiilM in m emtm . 

Permitritur ctiam diabob defeniio» nec vim vi ttpeUeit natotra unqnaai 

aut leges u!!ac vctuerunt. Et pro pocnitcntia commissi sceleris, pro dissl- 
mulatione, quam ctiam per casbgationem sacrum perferre potuit, pro «liqua 
'connniefatiMiOt qiuae ab co fnai langunia cspectabatoCf aubdii i n m d i c t o 
civitatem, quod libertatem suam tutata sit, pro remuneratione servati Cardi- 
nali», qiiem aut homicidii parttcipem ob tarn familiarem conjanttonrm, aut 
nimium adolescentem Tateri oportet, saerit in aoimaSj litterisque nccat, quos 
tetto non potnit* 

Rcos sanguinis, ne particeps fiat sanguinis, defendit £cclesia. Hie quia 
Sanctae Repwaiae tanphun cneniavit, fiiao le iounlaeet aaogdai, nalcdidt 

mortuo, vulneratum persequiturt nam, ne alteram quoque gladium conti- 
neat, armat Ferdlnandum Regem, qui aperto marte perficiat, quod ipse oc- 
culte & per proditionem molitus est } sic, ut fuit, scclus sedere tef^ur, ft 
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«Modadum memlacio cxeuMMnr. Nee niiqpHUD pardt nahii 4ui semel bo» N* ZXVII. 
flem offèndU. Sdimilabat prìmam ambhiosa malignitas ; nunc F: ccn ricn- 
«la H d«tecu pfo^tio £wiiu», ut dedaret qvod intdUgi non vuit, quo op- 
y i uM m» Ml sMtoiitaii detar, si a eyi k ntiM^ qpwd inidllginur. 

II. Sed priusiuam snis litteris respondeamus, modum tam nefandae 
conjunttonts percummos, & modum, quem no« non fingimiw^ aut arbitra- 
nvTy Md 4|nMB wl defMN^kcsti rine tonvn MripwMy Ptietor sUcnigom» 
ac sc\- viri religiosi a sanctioribus nostrac civitatis pTaescntes subscripscre: 
neve minus credator porae Tentati nostrae, quam figmentis ilUus, ob cujus 
bonoieoi taedMimu, imocmus propria verba Jo. BapttaiM MontcMccot qui 
iBindatum Sucti acceperat, excerpta &deli mano» ex confessione ipstus, quam 
vir jrravts, verus, & tantum proditor, ne DomJno suo esset proditor, reli- 
quit. Caussam veto tam insolentis odii, & inexpectaue retributionis in fa« 
tBiDam de Medids, quae semper d ft: Sedi Apostolicae scrvicrat, nvllMii in* 
vcnimus, nisi quamdam perdttam camis & sanguinis rcvehtioncm, qua ob 
Comitem ilium suum Hieronjmumi in cujus manibus nunc Ecclesia Dei 
Ut, ddtrat, fmit ft imanit. Habet hie nx» Imdkm 8. Romame Ecdesiae 
mbem, quam, ejecto Taddeo Manfredo, se tenere post mortem sui Poddficts 
posse diflidebat, nisi vicinum dominium Florentinum aiiquo foedere amidttae 
obUgaret. Major autem obligatio invenlrì posse non videbatar, quam si suo 
benefido pneCMeat, qui in ee Republica pràmm cnenti fieli aatem id tine 
status mutatione non poterat, mutar! autem status sine morte Laureti tll Ss 
Juliani de Medici* impossibile videbatar : ouUus enim pene in ea civitate 
patHdiu est» qd Ine pranofente demo, petridua mm ih i nuilut plebejus, 

qui Cosmìanis opibus &• pane Laurcntinno paatus nliqu.indo non fuerit. Hac 
i^tiur impellente rabic, Comes obUtus omnis bumaoi, dlviniqoe juris, obli-, 
tut beneficktrum, oblìtus eonditìonl* suae, qui cerdo fuerat, stirpem Cos- 
mianam dclcre aggreditur, Pattiate bubrogare, ex qua etiam Franceschinum 
libidinum so "ili m inter familiarts habebat. Hunc, ac Salviatum Archiepis- 
copumi ot omnu ex suorum ore referamus, ita primum secum k>cutos Jo> 
httiDca Bardata moriturus wripdt. Noi determinìaaio mutar to stato di 
«♦ Firenze, e vogliamo 1* ajuto tuo. T i rli r" poiì, che per loro farla ogni 
*' cosa» ma essendo soldato del Papa e del Conte, non d poterà intenrenire : 
*( r Aldiesoofo fltì rispose ; come credi tu facdamo questa cosa senza con* 
'< sentimento del Conte ? Immo ciò che si ficetCa e che si fa, è per sita 
** sicurtà, ed es:^U:!r pin lui, chr noi, r p«T mantenerlo nello stato suo. 
** AvTisaodoti se questa cosa non si la, io non u daria del suo stato una . 
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No XXVII. " ptté^t Lorenzo de' Medici, che gli vuol maio, dopo la n\orte del 
«* Papa non cercherà mai altro che torli quel poco di stato, c farlo nini c^pi- 
** tare. Et infra : c in quanto pericolo era lo stato del Conte dopo la morte 
** del Papa, e che mutandosi detto «tataaarìa istabilito di non potere il tuil- 
*( detto Conte aver più malei e die per questo si voleva, fare ogni cosa." 

Sed Baec quantum ad oaussam, & pcUnam,facem inoeo^, ùt fa)td%atii> 

nulla lacccsitum injuria Comltcm Ilicronymuni, sed ut tutius possiilcret, 
quod pale occupaycrat, iu iamiliam conspirassc de M(;dicis. ^ensum vero 
e«ni:a«uo aniinnm I^iwentìì & mtentìono|n. ex bis, quae sequuotur, ag» 
paret. 

, *' E fummo insieme con I^orenzo, ne altrimenti mi TÌ»posc, che se fosse 
« attto padre al Conte, nè con t^tn «moie, in nodo che a fè maravigliare. 

Et infra: io me ne andai a Imola, dove stetti pochi giorni, perchè così 
" aveva in commissione per la cspedizioue di detta causa, e nel tornare ad- 
*< dietro fui a Cafaggiolo, dove- trovai la Magnificensa di Lorenso e di Giù* 
<' Jlano, e avendo riferito al Magnifico Lorenzo come aveva trovato le cose 
** del Conte, mi consigliò con le più cordiali parole ed amorevoli, del mondo " 

Nonne ex his collìgiiur Comltcm statui SUO fulcrum removisse, qtuésìsse 
laqucum fin margine J ab ejus infirmitatc abcgisse Medicos, advocasse insa- 
no» : nam ipsum sic mandasse buie suorum militum ductort turn ex multili 
ejus ad Arcbiepiscopum & Pazzioa Ktteris, tuoi ex bis verbis, cum e«sent 
ante Poiitifìc'cm, Se de morte istorum tractaretur, suadente Pontifice, ut si 
fieri possct> status sine caedc mutarctur, depreheuditur. *' E quest' ordine 
*' ci fa dato tutto per il Sig. Cimte in Roma.** Item f in margina J tanquam 
«ine sanguine tanta mutntio fieri posset, retulk ne Comitem respondisse : 
«* se farà quanto se potlcrà non intervcngha ; pure quando intervenisse, la 
<* Vostra Santità perdonerà a chi il fesse. Rispose il Papa al Conte : tu sei 
** una faeftia" tamquam vdlet dicere a domandannene, nam Se ipsum Pon- 
tifìrcm consensIs.se cardi bubsecuta verba satis plane demonstrant. *' Con 
** questo ci levassimo da S. Santità, facendo conclusione esser contento dare 
M ogiù IsTove fr qoto di gente d'arme, o d' altro, cbe a dò fosse' necessario. 
** Y Arcivescovo rispose e disse. Padre Santo siate contento, die guidiamo 
•* noi questa barca, clic- l,i f;uidcrcmo bene; e NostrcSignore risposs, in sono 
*' contento -, ^ con questo ci levassimo da' suoi piedi. Ei intra : Uicciido 
iippeiò aempre, cbe l' onow diN. Stntiià e dd dmyt ci fqsN Tacconane 
, f ' ' ' ■ « datOi 
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•* étto, « eon qotnT oniiiw h-DMwaic» nattii» » dì a& d' ^Iprile 1478. A N*XXV1I. 
** le ki S« Rcpmrta qnuiM» i pobUìeD » tottOiU mondo, fcc.*^ 

Eitt nuM SiaiQti se Beodfioenidiaitf jaitum beltimi morine pnedi- 

cct, recte censuras promulgasse clamet i sed qiud probationis opus esc ? Fas- 
ta» est» & hoc ipsemct post dctecum conjurationem. Sed nolumus, nisi 
qoae vidimus, & maaus nostras contractaveruot, ia testimonium rei aficne^ 
•eTiUt taineii ed cum PhildphM vir noa aunam doctrinaei qoam eetads 

istud idem audinsse «e Mediolani his verbis : " at audio abs te, quo nihil est 
abfturdius, magisque iadigniun saactissimo ore tuo id jactiutum esse tui 
" oonailk) Ir joMu, ftc" 

Videte qoam obcaccatus, quam perditns sit senex, conjurat ob Comiri-m, 
omnia vuit patiatur prius Sedes Apostolica, quam Comes -, ncc erubcscic, 
qià modo pmem vteMsn mendicabet, fUeti te Tolubae per ptodttìoncm ata> 
tulli ;intiqu!ssimae Rcipnblicae reformare, quo melius automnem sui Comi- 
tis in se culpam traosCenet, aut ambitiooem dissimulet. Haec enim prixna 
cjoe io eondern conjurationn ratio fait, at ex his verlìe ejus colligitur. <' E 
" così ti dico Gio. Batista, che io desidero assai, che Io stato di Fiorenza si 
** muti, &c. che ogni volta chr v.r fmsf T.or^nzo fuora, faressimo di quella 
'* Repubblica quello volessimo, c saria a un gran proposito nostro, il Conte 
<* e r Aietvescovo, che erano presenti, dittero : La Santità Voetta dice il 
" vero, che quando aviate Fiorenza in vostro arbitrio, c poterne disporre, 
** come potrete, la S. V. metterà ìcgf^c a mezza Italia, e ognuno avrà caro 
<• esaerri «mteo^ 8ecJ* ' Sed qaid Flofcntiale com Pape in bis quae Spiritile, 
non sunt, & quo saeculo, ic qua pera hanc arrogantiam prompnt^ ut 
taret vir icligkeue de ìnvadeiida RepubUca Floientiiia i 

Mittitur denìque Pisas Archiepiscopus Salviatus, Flurentiam Franeeaclu» 
nus Pa2zius, Imolam Joannes hie Baptlsta, qui suo nobis lune digito vcrita- 
tem ostendit, & Tipheraum Laurentius Eques Castellanus, qui praesto cs» 
eem com eapeditis niKtibee «d diem caedis ; atioe non faabebat Cornee, qnoe 

Consiliarios suos appcllarct, & hi omncs paritcr in ticgotìo palani ilcprchciisi, 
CreatuT interca L'ardinalis in Studio nostro Pisano suus liic adolescens nepoi 
Comitis. Venir Montughium Pazziorum villam, tamquam profecturus 
Feninam raae jam fegatìonìi Prevtocian j aeeom eiet AieUepiaeopoe jMtie«< 

tus; visitatur publico priyntoqtie nomine a civibus universi^. Tnviratur Fé* 
sulas » Magnifico Laurcntio, ubi ctiam quantum postca pcrcepimus, si Ja» 
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M» YWn. tianus adfulssct, Inter fpulas homiri lium commi: i^jenf -, adcsic autcm HO» 
potuit, (^uia erat tofirmus, & ut omnia nude rcfcramus, ancha, id c»t Mn- 
gtiinù tumore tenebtiur. Ahmm ttne altero aggredì penculosttm exittima- 
bant. Nam alias penlucen iilum Romam tentarere» quo MCiuias diajuctit 
•ih ■! viccm frnCTibus homicidia divcrsis in kris committcrcntur. Non cre- 
dits Romam solicam esse asylum omnibus ctum sonttbas, non fuiase tutam 
homiiii diTÌstiainMiaio? Le^^ ifaam-iiMenet ^uoqve JowDea Bapdm iiU 
miratus sit. " E domandandolo Io che modo era questo, mi disse Lorenzo 
•* di venire questa Pasqua, e quanto prima si senta la sua partita, Francesco 
** partirà ancor lai» & andeci a spedirsi, e farà il serriaio a quello rimacrà, 
« <t all' altro ionanzi che toro^ ee. 

" Domandai ti Conte ; sa Nostro Signore questo medesimo, madio si 
M dìoo. Diavolo 2 gran latto» che fl cooieML MB lìipoie, mw mì iti, 

(I die gli facciamo fare quello vogliamo noi ? BaEti, c!ic le cose anderanno 
**' hene. £ atelteti io queste trame parecchi dì del suo venire^ o no. Da poi 
« lodato che non veiiira, ddiberainiiia ad ogni modo emme k mmV 

Proponitur haquc, i'nr.\ eis^n* Fertili?, df?id^"riu-n viscndae Florentiae j 
oflèrt Laurentius se rcf&cmrum iibcaicr iii urbe, quud luri omiserat. Afr« 

cefCatuT» venitiir. Die Doonnie» ZXVI. Apiilia ttiur ad Ecdeaiani* aolmi. 
niter Miaia oddbntwr. 

Doni Inteies patabatur eenfÌTiam, quantum nunquam alias magniJì- 
cum: TÌdete quam diversa hospitum & convivarum Intcntio. Deambulabat 
circa Chorum Laurentius i Jullanus, quia claudus crat, stabat, reducturi 
ambo domum Cardinalem, qui quod venerai saeptus armatis pedissequis, & 
plttiibaa atipatoribus, quam ejaaiaodi Mdeant digdiatea» moldt repielieosioni 
fuit, suspicioni nulli ; quis enim unquam Cardinalem, dum res divina age» 
retor, necatuium hospites suos, si non legisset iUud, qm amtdmt Ucumt 
pment nutSat^ eiedUisiet? Archiepiscopua aimitiMa aal«tatieae antria, io> 
lieto in Ecclesia Cardinale, domum se contulerat. Conventum enim erat 
inter eos, ut auditis campanis in elevatione corporis Chriati, Emissari! in Ec- 
clesia genufleios & adorantes fratres trucidarent, Ardùepiscopus io Palatio 
ctritatia enfia, Domioos vetfaiiiy ac aifitna armatia oco^pnc^ Jaeoboa E^a 
Pazzius commista a sicariis in tempio carde, cum manu armatorum popu» 
lam Goovocans invasoribus Falatii succurrerct. Ingreaai enim jam erant 
tampiaai familHi Gaidualia X^beoi ledi faib Johame BaptiMa nilitn, de 
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quibu in eonfettione m ** Ir s me ordinò ne ne andini almola con cento N* 
" provigUmatì." AgTum quoque Aictimim Iduirentius CasteUanus» Ma- XXVIL 

gcllam Tolcntinus, Itnolae GuScrnator cum exercitu SixtUno intraverant. 
Evenit autem, ut ia Ecclesia ab Elevatione ad Communionem res diffcrre- 
tur. Toloie tam DmbUw^ atUtfamur, aut in hoc tecum sanguine novam 
spons.im dcscctidentem Ac cado communicare, aut a sua hujus innocentiam 
morris estendere. Ut enìm Sacctdos in ejus memoriam calicem sumpsit, 
amU ineraiea fr ime ulla suspicione ab armads sìcarìis inTaduntur, oeciditor 
statino }ulianus a Franceschino Pazzio, Bernardoque Bandino lateri ejus 
Iiaerentibus, infirmus quidem, & qui ea die praeter morem gladiolutn, qui 
ei ulceratum crus quaticbat, domi reliquerat, sicque innoccns juvenis, gau- 
dium universae terrae, iiliua ac ncpos eorum, qui semper erexere £cclesiaa« 
in Ecclesia trucidatur inter Missarum solemiiia, qui mille paverat Sacerdotes, 
& iu oculis novi Cardiiialis, qui eum erat convivio excepturus, immolatur. 
Vere martyr patriae suae, qui nolla soa culpa, sed quod nne ejus morte nee 
frater, nec Illa sufajici poterat, interficitur. Laurentius, sive quod pluris 
facicns Dominus ejus elecmosinas, quam symonias Coroitis Hieronymi. 
obumbravit c^ut ejut m dit Mli, live quod strenue manu & clamore popuU 
ae de feiid e i e t, uno tamen Tolnere aecepto sospea in Saciarium se recipit. It 
tamen rumor per urbem utrumque esse mortuum, ac supcrnmm Pahtium, 
arcem civitatis. Intrarerat enìm jam iilud Salviatus sub praesentandi Brevis 
Apostdià nomina portamquc ae a^tus tupiemos tenebàt. Nnllna tamea 
▼ictorcs «ecutus est; arma capìt Fatntius quisquc ac Plebejus. Locum alii 
caedis, alii aedes Laurentianas, Forum majus multi petiere : civitas universa 
consurgit: ploratus auditur eorum, qui arma capere non possunt, sublatos e 
medio patrea panpernm» pwpugnacula libertatis, panem patriae. Magistra- 
tus interea, qui tenebatur verbis Archicpisi cpi quo advenirct Eques Pazzius^ 
cognito dolo) arreptis candelabrisy arreptis vcrubus, cum alia arma non ba- 
boett bvasoKi detiudit^ twcrim aseendit, venkntemque in snbeidiom Jaco- 
bom aaxts e campo snbjecto repellit : tenebant tamen inferiorem Palatil par- 
tern Salviatani liane ingressi per fractam ariete portam circs capiunt, suspen- 
duntf praecipicaiit. Juventus interea, quae ad locum caedis concurrcrar, 
jacentem JoUanum ofenditi ululat» aniplectitur» Lauientium a Sacrarb 
domum reducit, vuItiu'5, quod ci inflictum collo fuerat, ob susptcioncm vc- 
nent sugit labiis, parricidas inscquitur. Micum quam brevi tantum incen- 
dium extinctum sit, quam nuUus e toc proditorìbna eaaaerit; Solua CatdU 
mlis opera Laurentii, qui etiam in tanta dade amissi optinù fratrìSf Be piD> 
priae vitae pericolo suae erga illam dignitatem feretenttae est lecordatus, a 
VOL. I. 3 E furore 
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If 9 tiuon pepvE Iftmint ett. Hflne lAiuaitiaiii in Pdatium vbc dedazentn^ 
XZVn. rcIic]uoj oinnes aaogiM 31e innooeDi aut sospeiuM vidit laqueo* ant ^Merp> 

t08 unguibus. 

III. Sic se res haboit» Chriidani lectores, hac de caussa, hoc ordine, 
his mcdlis tentata c\crNÌo Fiorentina est. Per hacc vestigia eum, qui vttiit^ 
ut vilam habeant, nbuniiaiUiui fxibennt, Sixms SCCUtUS est. Saiigois optime 

de Ghi^tbiia rrllgione meritas per Pridcipem Teligkmis fvras» violata per 

Fontificem Ecclcsii, pnlluta per suiiirtium Raccrdou-ni sacra sunt. Et hacc 
nequis ignorei aut excusare possit, confirmat aperto bello & promulgatis cen- 
niris coeptam coojuiatiaiMm aeqaiMr, Baaa muliaKalim indtatur, quae 
vento detectum calTÌtiaa[i« ut potteikrì veate retegerct, nates detexiu In 
cubiculo suo, ut vidistis, trirtnta res est; suus Comes Pactios ad necem nr- 
mavit» suus cardinalis faintlu;» caedi, presentiam sceleri praestitit, suus 
exercitas fidelea fines noatcoc pro Tnids iitgressna est. Qois jam non 
viileit delirum scnem his suis promulgatis censuris voluisse notntn ma. 
cuJa« latum itercore lavare Ì Ecquis fideiU non moveatur ad tarn sederà» 
tam Biadilnationem, studeatqoe saluti anae per nostram periculyiii pnv»> 
«lece? Non cnim pro sua, scd Domini caussa clave» eap edfamt, qui ligandt 
atque solvcndi auctoritatem habent. Non adimunt defensionem, qui judiccs 
esse voluQtf non imprimunt censuraa» qui officio satisfacturi sunt, non eva« 
ginant gladiom, qui aohitit movtem peccatoria» aed ut magia conveitattir & 
vivat. Non jabenr, solvnt nemo, exigent omncs, qui suum unicuique tri- 
buunt* cum hi praesertim quos ad decoctionem compeUcrc cupiebat, sui* 
cieditis non receptis, delntis omnibus peraolntis, aie cxcommwiicati ft hce». 
^ti dLspcnsatori ejus non inveniend KoOMi^ qui illi suas pecuniaa crederet de 
r|u- 'rinp ntis nurcis Iti quotidiana» expensas subveiierit, «iicic omnia tam vo- 
iimcmia sunt, quam nobis deploranda. bed ad rclcilcDdam sententiam 
4j«s (ia nm^, quamquam rem eapoaniaae aaperane ait) ut facti^ non ver* 
jbi^ ndcmibus non queiefis caosaam nostram tueamotj veniamus. 

Hie qnidem midecim capita leram objidt Sixtns Lauientw Biedid, nt 
multis vincat, quern una ratione non ponit: adjutum Viiellium t tentatam 
Perusiani : defcnsum Montonlum : vocatum Deipbaebum : Tyfernum cx- 
petitam : captos Romlpetas : Pyratas immissos ; ncgatam Salviate Pisano sa» 
ccam pOMeasioncm: saspenaonem cjnadem fiuniUaiiumi doaiqiie moftcm 
Aidù^ìaeop» ac deteotionem Ctvdinalis* 
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' QuM onuiia tam «cn raoti ^utm fUMin «dt ntdùiiadoribdt Julimmi 

non esse occ' Bone Deus, qunm totie* labitur, qui semel ofiFendit ad ZZVU* 

lapidcm pedem »uum ( in margine. Quam vera ca vox Paoli : yrnmam ipse 
€kwiiibtittfrtitifimiMtJ, Noaiaiìte»tSdlittmiUadPondficàumpraathitiMei 
wlt etiatn cetisam in cflotemptuiii» ft eamdem turpìtadlneni i^nceie (m 
mar^lrtf. Plcnitudincm potestatìs, quae ad criminali ^ non cxtenditur evacuai 
«uctoritatc dum repiet injustitia). Vocat iilium iniquiratiì» Laurentium, qui 
non Iniqui tane e^, cum piMaae paapertalis suae vìetum «abnùiiictnnt, 
cum postmodum nssumpto ail Pontificatum, primus omnium obedientiam 
praestitit, & semper fuit aequlMimus. Vocat pcrditimis alumnum, quia per' 
4hnffl ca^ebot, at lecnn^m Domioom, qui eum e tot ^adSs eripuit, saluti* 
filìt alumnus, quod cciam is, qui eum occìsurus erat, pncmonuit. « Non 
" me g!i fate dare in Clilesn, che quelli Santi 1' ajuteranno rcligiosior 
sicariusj quam theologus fontifex. Dedarat excommuntcatum, ut boni 
«tines intetligàtit extn communioam e»ie malorum juxta itiud: •JmBc 

eUtiam malignantium, i*f cum impiìs nan sedebo. Maledicit, ut super maledic» 
tionem ipsius Dominus inducat bencdictionem. Et monuimus, iiiquit, priusi 
tmmo necare volttìt» prius gladium, prius adegit jugulo, quam verbum auri. 
Nnnc condanat poit tnfcciaDi rem, ut veibìi ce m fic i a t qoem lienn non 
potniti 

IV. Dieit «entl«e cvm Laaveotb qnoadam cocnptieea ^i. loierraget 

Cardinakm suum Sancti Gcorgii ad VeJabrum, populusnc, an complices 
liti erant, qui in ilio tumultu capiti suo eoscs inteatabantf Populuine an 
complices illud remiseiunt ? Pavtem ne ó^riuda an totam vidit pn> lamentio 
la iMfricidas insurgere ? Raptavit ne per urbem cadaver Factii, qui aninaam 
suam moriens diabolo commcndavit, multitudo compHrum an purrori'm ? 
Cujus erat illud threatraie carmen, " Muoja il l'apa, muoja il Caiiiwalc, 
*< Tif« Lofenxo, die d dà del p«ne^ a compltdbM cjoamodi aegre repre*. 
sum. Vidit Ule omnia, audivit, telati modo sinatur ingenue loqui, nec 
prius Hieronymum adeat, quam Vicarìum ejus Stxtum. Magnus certe fuit 
is complicum numerus, qui clamante Pazzio libertatem, mottuo» esse Lau- 
fcntium it Jttlìanum, palitium, cea^ase vietoribua, neminem reliquerit vd 
allìnem, qui eum scquerctur; mitis ca tyninnis, quae plures habuit mortuz 
defensores, quam virens ac victrix libertas tectatores: illud quoque quam 
tidiculam est, quam falsi, & imperiti judicii argumentum, vdniaK Lauien» 
tìum crearì se ex Octo viris Baliae, ut aliquos cives e Republica ejiceret. Per 
alioa fanvnt. Siate Pontìfez» per alios Prìncipes .civitatum, com quid ejus- 
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modi est agendum. Auctores tnmcti liaberl voluit corum, qunc populo s'mt 
XXviI. placitura; & ae longe excmpla pctantur, cum primum in hos parricida» 
aiumadvertendiini fuit, Magtstratu se Laurentius abdtcavit, acceptarat id, ut 
mimam iUiiis digDttacii in le liceuUm corrigeiett & ut eztoms quidam per 
cum in patriam revocarentur, non novi proscriherentur. Nunc vis eum 
omnia posse in Fiorentina Republican quo melius communibus jaculis pri* 
vatam simultatein feriaa, nunc adeo debilem cffingk, ut ette in Magistrata 
indigeat, quo aliquid in ea pro arbitrio statuere possit. Sistas, Sixtc, opor- 
tet> si vis hanc tuam declaracioncm, non confuwonem appellar!. Sed quid 
verba singula repellimus ? Cuperemus pro honore Romanae Sedis, uc una 
saltem clausula praeter illam (Iket immcriti} in tam longo procetsu, ycI cs-> 
cessu potlus vcrltatt; nitcrctur, ram ilia de fratnim no^trorum consensu quid 
mendacius, quid impudentius! Verius dixisset de fìlli nostri Hieronymi sinu> 
' mm ftatrea UK ani viri aanctiaaimi ounquam tot mendadia conienaenint : vivi 
•anil pBtiMIt iotem^ri ; sed credite, fìdelcs ; Monacho ad ultimum ad sunu 
mum gradum provecto nihil firantowoa, nihil prìvaù appetitos pertinaciiM» 
publici honoris negligentius. 

I. Quantum autem ad Nicolaiim Virelltum, juvere hominem Fiorentini, 
ne sua patria cjiceretur, (!uni ì:; praesertim ncc rcbellabat, nec unquaip alias 
tam obediens Eockalae fuit, qui iu ex foedeie icto de voluntate Panli Ponti- 
ficia per Six turn quoque alioquin confirmato tenebatur. Revocati autem 
id subito lege ulla non pcrmittebatur, cum hoc quod Tifetnates cum Florcn- 
tinis coDtraxcrant, iibcrum csset, duritret & per conservationem sua cum 
Eccleab initum eaaefe Be eonceaaumi ilia enim peituibatis, & in media eorum 

obcdlentia ac pace Itaiiae cxercitus immissis, quid sibi voluit, quid subesic 
caussae poterat, quid externoa» ne dum conjunctos exire in occursum non 
debeict? Utendum qiudem fait Geentia, ne dum conoeaso foedcre, quod 
laltem intelligeretur Fontifex ne, an militaris excursio improvisam iUam cala- 
mitatem inferrct. Nam patuit pustca quid statui Fiorentino illius civitatis 
motu« portendebat, quanquam multarum caedium & perturbationum fomea 
mat te iàhimn. Ftiit incuper auiJltam illud ejusmodi, ut fidem Ligae an* 
varet, Pontificls mcntcm ofFcndcre non posset : nam Legati copialas tam ve- 
rum est alioquin fuisse lace«sltas, quam falsum Florentinos earn solvere obsi* 
dioaem turn potuiaae, si vduiateat. Hnjus rei testcm aliiut noI«ma% qoam 
sepotem suom, ipium scilicet Cardinalem S. Petri ad Vincula, quern is falao 
in testimonium suum Rul-i^ iTijuruit. Fitctur hie ingenue palam se nun- 
quajn in ea iegatiooc aut Laurcatium, aui aiiquid Laurentii contra Ecdesiam 
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TÌdisse } dignior nepos thiani quam patraut pileo. Ftùt abtoluttta practcrca N* 
jam tcrtio Laurentius ab onini, si qufm, ob missos a prìncipto mllites fines XXVIL 
defcnsurost In canonem incidisset. Nam qunrtus hic est annus hujus rei, cuju» 
siiiic judidnm Mpetit, innieiiMMC, 4|aod Dominua bit in idips um non judkae,. 

ìmmemor quoci Salvator dixit, ji perta-iwrit in te frater tuui, vade llf cerripe 
turn inttr U Ì!f ipium solum, immcmor, quod subjunxit etianii aftuagia itftitf, 
inunemor illius ad Petraio» cuju* tua. non gerit, quam monitttm wmi^ mM* 
gtuBum ttum in WfgbuaUf ttam fW fMS» fini» tla£» pniu 

At qoerititf lerocahim post ope Lanrentii in patrìam VìteIKum tanquam* 
e» ùnpradentìa nat Fiorentini, ut malint jaccntem erigere, quam stantenr 
non tucri. Durasset Vìtellius, pcrmansissct Tiferni Vitcllius, si Florcnti- 
aiu man uni apposuisset } quid enim obstabat, quo niinus» capta urbe, arx 
«|iKM|ite fanpecfecta caperetur, tòA qood defidoitilnu ezternit «micit^defieoere 

&: interni qui eum rcvocaversnt. Nam Joannen» Vitelli Vitcllii filium,. 
qui eoruin stipendila militab^, nedum rcHquos tcnucrunt Praetores Floren» 
dni, ne patiem Coatta Ecclesiam scqueretur, ita ut ejectum te Tìfiemo Vi» 
tdfius n Florentinia non revocatum querereiur. Laurendnm too poitmo- 
dum revocasse Nicolajum ex 3{»to pitriae suae vicino, h praetcr auctoritatem 
Florentinae Libertaiis transtulisse Fisas, quo pacatus Sixtus civitate illa poti* 
retvr, n«i didc. Snbcicet benefida, oicnaaa deri*at in crìmìna, ampidonos; 
afTsrt pro tommissis, In non subditos, non confesses, non convinctcs, non 
citatos seotentiam proferì cxcommunicadoDis. Sic redditur pro bono ma- 
lum» ne fiatili! gratitudo pro cnstodito anUatum Tifenram queiitur 8ie 
qaod tuAnltutne coepi^ tumultuane & noUo aemtto juria ondine pnie- 
qnitur. 

II. Sunt juncti foedere Fiorentini cum Pernsinis, & his Perusinìs» qni 
Corniti Carolo adrcrsantur, Pontifici favent, & culpat Vicarius vcritatia Lau- 
rentium, <^uod per Gunitem Carolum, quaesierit abducere Ferustam ab £c> 
denae leverenHa. Vanum omaìno & ridicttlom mendadum, quod ae 
ipsum bolvat, bociasquc calumntu apud recta judicia mentitas demonstret. 
Nam hi quoque Ferusini, qui Caroli partes scquebantur, cum Florentiae 
exularent in Pactiana conjuratione deprehensi cum rdiquis, qui Archiepit- 
copum ad occapandum Paladum aeeud sunt, periere. inquit^ ut ani»» 
dat Perusiam per Carolum suae tyrannidi. Subditur ne per redifum unius 
civis tam facile populoaissima dvitas nunquam verum jugum passa servitu- 
tìs ì Seat ne inauper Comcf Camltta tan lenoi^ ut ptaettaict ei wcum pn> 

t tiìam. 
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trum alienae subderc ditioni P Tyrannut practerea Laurentius ne est, qui 
3UCVIL suo exercitu potueric rem tanum aggredì ì At fonao di«ces*oa Caroli a Ve« 
iietis fait adeo ignotust ut simnlatus putari posset. Pudct respondere tam 
puerilibns vetfais Bt impudenti mcjidacio verecundam apponcre veritatCB. 
Crcdimus eum congercre in li;uic nullatn voluissc (luidquid advcrsi in suo 
PootiikatUi quidquid poenarum oBcnderit ; tot cnim pene execrationes in 
Witt Ihceris conglutinat, quot vulnera Juliano ettam jioenti sicaiiw ejus in- 
flixit, ut idem judex videretur & occisor. Unam tamen injustsm juste poe- 
liam adhibuit. Privavit Pisanos dignitatc Archicpiscop.ili, c^ui nihil aliud 
fgerunt, quam quod cives duos in co suspcndio amibere, &c id fecit, putamus^ 
quia voluit etiam htbeoe partem cum his, qui flktt pnvarunt Archiepiscopos* 
& sCTitire in ;iHquo cum Prcsbytcricidib, lit scnserat cum homicidis. Vt-rius 
quidem prirarat co« (in margine, tam antiqua dignicate) cum Pisanae eorum 
Eccksbc Simoniacwn fnaefacit kaonem faereticani. Sed huie 
gitarit prirationem, ut cognosccrctis a multitudinc poenarum ejus f.im odil 
copiam, quam justitiac paupcrtatem (in margine^ Florentinae quoque £cck« 
siae tam justus fuit quam {»u». Intei4biit illtm pfiiis armij quam censuris, 
print vetttit bomiddio» quam ioierdieto divinum in ea celebrar! ofHcium, & 
id eti.im crcdimus, ut intelUgeretis pmeccdcrc in eo di.ibolum, subsecjiu An- 
gelum, mucronetn spiritualem temporalis esse ministrum. At inqutt Pau> 
hts ti quii ttmplum Iki vmhvtrit, iSipirJtt Uhm DnuJ^ 

III. Objtcit tertio loco ob?essum a se Montonium adjutum fuisse a po- 
pulo Fiorentino, & ad tidcm lacicndam quosdam iutcrceptos milites subsidia- 
rio* addndt. Deu toimottalisl <|aam fnlcimas pluribns, quod deUIiw 
viden^u' ' Ij- qui Comitcm Carotum in Senenscs pepulerat, Florentinos, 
^ui homiuem abscedcre jas»eruntj accusal. Nos jure ne, an injuria nobilis 
Santx ad proprii redieiM «uà tede apoliattu fuerft» nude illi incobnìt post ne- 
cesffta% Vt virnfe posset, sua a Scnennbus repetere, non requirimus. No« 
lumus enim quae nostri judicii non sunt, ut Sixtus nobis afTirmare. Scd ob 
aliud 4qium Montonium, ob aliud venisse iliuc castra Sixtiana ostendemus. 
Legite banc stti Joannia Baptistae luiratifliicroi non cstOTtam cniciatu, nee 
ad ejus rei fiUcm cxactam : cognoscetis Sixtum prodttionem proditione voluisse 
occutere, imitatum eas mulierculas, quae cum ipsae meretricct sint, alias 
fornicarias appellant. Haec sunt verba Jo. Baptistae« mendaeittm illudf dum 
aliud narnt, aperientia. <* Dipoi comenzò aodaxe per il tavoteco fatto del 
*• Conte Carlo, c per dicta cagione bisognò mettere insieme ognuno, cbe 
** r hebbero molto caro, & essendo il campo del Conte Carlo in quello di 

M Siena, 
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'< Siem, e «onpicndendoci dùnuaente h com non foien mr dmatt» fii K» 

'* fatta delibcratione d* anatre a campo a Montone c tene» in tempo V u- XZVIL 

" sedio p ù che si posseva, acciocliè chostoro havessero tempo a dare orc^ine 
" ali* espedizione, e per decra cagione venne Francesco de' Pazzi in quello 
*' tempo qui in Kofcnn con diinoatntkMe dì fuggite l' aere, &c. A ùffhu 
*' E ct,« pnrtc del Conte gli sollecitai assai a decta cspcdÌ7Ìone prima eh' el 
** campo si dividesse. Loro me resposerot che non bisognava speroni, ma 
** UMiiOt & ad onuie modo vederìk spediila in questo tempo» e Àt io ttette 
*■ pantOi che sperava avvisarme presto quello havessc a fare, e che al suo 
« avviso non preterisse niente, & io dlsil di farlo, c con questo me n' andai} 
« & non trovando chostoro comodità di farlo iit quello tempo, deliberarono 
ff laieìare stare no a tempo nuovo. Se awkò die re denaaw il campo." 

Et acribit in soia cenauris bonus Pontifcx ad pacem Italiae conserraodam 
ae Ulne soaa coptat misìase. Pax ne Italiae etat, an peitmbatio ì An aiBtua 
Turcorum per eversionem Florentinae civìtada, oonimotio oouniun CSnùtk* 
norum ? Sunt ociost Veneti pugnantes tot annos contra Tutcos pro iiniversa 
Christ ianttate quid cos abducere a muro Hierusalem in auzilium sociorum 
qoaerit? Eat bonus Auditor «piritua pfophedd Orfimo te mt Ml/uitrt quid 
pucram Ducem Mediolani bellis implicare conatur ? Est Florcntinis forsnn 
foedus cum co, qui irrìtat Turcum in Chriatianos, qui eorum agrum diri- 
jntt incendit oppida, dntaiem piemit ì Kone sntdligìmtia air venddiat Ec> 
clcsias. Habebat unde simoniam cxcusare posset : in propagnatores fidei : 
in pupillum & viduam : in cos qui semper Ecclcs ae partes secui! sunt. Crc> 
ddbatis omnia Tyresianas crepidas obiiguriase. Restabat & quod in hoc 
aaoctom opua caqponere ponet. Appeliat belhira pacem noster hic m^as 
veritntìs, ut omnia ci inversa sunt, ?c a contrario sensu intcrpretatn. In 
cervices Floreminoruro, in jugulum liujus populi, qui toties sanguinem suum 
pro digaitate Pontìfieum fiidit, vìcioua ille ad Montoniom exeidtns cogeW 
tur» ut cum prìmum conjurati in urbe homicidìum comtnimsent, «tenta 
haec auxilia ad fovendam proditionem, vcl diripiendam potius opulentissimam 
civitatcm convola rent. Nam is exercitus nonne ìlltus Sìsti erat, qui Spole- 
imh) l^idaitumqne ApoMdl Petri uibea sine eauasa dirtpuit ì Et quid pie>- 
tatis in alirnns 'tperiri poternt, si in suas, dum longa processione Legatutn 
cxcipittnt, tam crudeliter saevitum est ì Quod si Montonio opem fcrrc volu- 
ÌNMit Plorentim, non «ntt ea vis <d>sidionts, non tam male monhnm oppi- 
dwa* tu propinqua hyeme, nec loci domino, duce fortissimo absente, defendi 
non .poiaet* Sed fwies ejus nwndacu» ut oatendimus» tam deformis est, 

quam 
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N* -quam ruhas male eompositas. Nam aec illnd quoque huic puigMiod dee«t, 
ZXVli* quod in omnibus suis rebus abudde semper mbimiiiatraturf repi^intU idfi* 

cct, sui ipsiiis rcJargutio. Immrmor rnim omnium, practer quam do* 
losac intentionis crimen nunc appeilat, quod oiim ir.nocentiam noroinavit. 
Hoe ejus ad Lavreadmit Buore cat hcfftie cognìtiiri quam aliua ponto, alio» 
aiunpto cQcollo aie Monadraa. 

DUecte fili lalotem & ApoMolicam benedictioncn. InteUezinoa ex lit- 
•terU venerabilis Fratris Fr. Archiepiscopi Pisani Refi rendarii nostri te vc- 
hcmentcr animo nngi, rjuocl processus contra Caroium de Fortcbraccis factì, 
in quibus tui nonùnis mentio fu missi vulgatiquc fucrint. hion est, fili di- 
kete, quod moleate id feraa } noa cairn ctptiine de toa devotioiie aendmos, in» 
nocentiamquc ninm cxploratam liabemus. Ncc idcirco processus hujusmodi 
mÌMmus, ut te notare, sed ut purgare vellemos. Verba litterarum nostr»- 
rum, in quibus proceiaua incloaimiia* ita aonant* ut tlle mcntitoa eaae, ai 
forte apttd alios jactasset,& rir os magnae auctorhatis falso nominando, perfi* 
(Uae suae fa%'orem quaerere Toluisse vidcatur. Nos niliil sinistri suspicari de 
tua in nos spcctata caritate possumus, neque unquam auspicati sumus. Quaie 
hortamnr» ut omoem animi aaoleariam deponaa, tibique penuadeaa aoa te 
unicc diligere, & ad pnremum no^mtm in te amorem nihil midi posse, quem- 
admodiun ex Uttcris dilecti filii nobilis viri Hieronymi nostri secundum car* 
nemnepotia nomm ti bi caae potcat. Datum Romae apud S. Petnun aub am- 
nub Fiicatoria (tie XXVU. Fiontificataa noatri ao. VIL I* Gitf «a* 

Quid dicitis, ChrisUaoi l4actoie8 ì Idem ne est hic, qui ob Montooium 
eicommamcat, an latet angoia in beiba» & eat liamwi, non amor» quam 
patcmum appeliat ? Nam co potissimum tempore Breve hoc rcdditum est, 
quO| soluta Moatoniana obsidione, Romam Laureatium attnhere cupicbat; 
Vtnim capiada dolvn ne aa contradìctioDem. Sistianmn «it. (la marpat, 
egregio Uc joxts Ftopbeimft awnrttta #j» 

IV. OcTocato loTliiiidamDeipIiaclM mala pro bonis redpiunt Fio- 
rentini. Scit enim SixtuBi acit sua conscientìa Ua hmie veideiitem ad attpei^ 

dia Florentinorum, bis sua caussa fuisse rejectum. Re citar-mus hic litteras, 
quibus & intenogatus est Sixtus, & respondit, nisi tribucre uimiiun eridentt 
mendacio iritoemur, p ca mc rti m eum ^ivat Ddphacbn^ qai lestìa erne potest 
locupletissimus, & apud illos mìlitct, quam Florentines. Sed dicat, pre* 
camur, I>eìphaebi pecuaìae oonac apud suos Factioa eiaot ì Nodi» per eos 

ad 
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ad piternum vegmin aipinlMt ? 9i MpiralMt, Floreatint praetcrca car mlau {if* XXVIL 

Christian! sunt, quam Veneti, quibus Deiphacbum militare cotioedìtur ì fi t 
vicioi terris Ecclestae non sunt, ut Florentinii Viciniotea Senenies sunt Flo- 
lentinia, & ad boa direnit bis Deiphaebus ut ad Florentìnoa: cur bis crimen 
cat) iiuod Ulta neritana ? Nisi quia noverca non mater, ha boo imìo liaac 
sententlam promulgavit. 8cd hanc callìditatem quis Sixtum nostrum, qui 
tam simplex h^ri vult, docuit ut omncm culpain, omncm caussam ccnsu- 
fa funi te belli in solum Lattrestium rejicetiet» quo dempio intettinia odiia c$f 

pite, fncilius rcllquum civit.uis corpus Invad(.rct. Veruni ;iltius ndices suas 
agit Laurus. Nimis sua ìlla viriditas, dum fulmina & hycmes contempsit ) 
aimia ante oeidoc omnimn caedea ilh Tersatur ; nimis cognittun Lavrentiiiin 
potìna fttìaae Tulncratum, & unicum, quem habcbat, amisissc fratrem ob pai», 
trìam, quam patri.mi ob ejus ullam in aliiiucni injuriam fuìssc laccssitam. 
Nam haec, quae objicit SixtuS} aut publico, aut privato nomine sunt gesta. 
Si paUkO) anget Laorendo commìaeradonem 8t giatiam, qda solos pro em« 

nibua pntiatur, cum solus pr:iescnini, practcr IcKum rclictum sibi a m.ijoribus 
suis, nihil publici commodi capiat, omnia substincat. Si privato, (juod fieri 
neqnit in arile libera, acqntit baec inaecotk» tam Siatn odium, qti» innooen- 
tein pfD nocente punia% qnam Lauienrìo aoctoritaiem, quia unus tot obieiit, 
ut rempublicam te communem reliqiits patriam augtrrt. Niliil enim Sixtian- 
am versutiam tam pueriJem demonstntt, quam l'undatum super iìlato homici< 
dio betlnm : hoc Pecram, ^ui aedem ciesit, ne dum buoej qui ìllam dejedt» 
danmaret 

V. Ut ad Gtemam oppidum ioaidìis petitudi ▼enJamua, k haec malto 
post repcritur querela tam fulcta veritate quam superior. Non occupant per 
ìnsidias noctumas alienas urbes Reapublicae, Sixte Pontifex. Tyratmorum 
ea ars est, & eorum, qui non per comitia, sed cubicula res suas gubernant. 
^rnota cordis peccata caatigaa» ipA manna Bt oria roanifestam injariam lata- 
listi. Centurionis puerum sepelìs, qui Lazinim in tua scile foetentem non 
eacitas. Sed hujua tuae calumnìae quam vel saltern cot^jccturam aiFeia? 
Nonne taa Citenia eat? Niminm tuia veibia tribuì vit( qui contn «ridena 
fiKtum sola auctoritate mtetia» di anctoritate, ctd aine ptobadone, in terris» 
quae Ecclesiae sunt, credi non debet. Dominus certe, quì est scrutator 
cordium, suum Adam saltern citavit, tu aUcuum ne ai|dias opprimis. Si 
tunc pneterea peccavit Laurentìas, cur non tunc ezeommunìcatiia cat? Car 
in eum solum $a;vitur ? Certe nulla fuit culpa, quae nullam tunc ab irato 
judice poenam subttinuit. Quod si clemcntiae suae id darì Contcndat, con- 
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peperccrlt. Sed staterà dolosa calumniam dilcxit, & ut trabcm suam aliens 
festuca excluderet, labomc fecit Dominvm iu s^naooibut «ui*» quoi etiutt 
ae timeamus s»actae dm SaiptorM nMmiMWQt. A vtrUt viri ptceahrit m 
timmriiit, ftda gloria lym OiraUt V Vtrmh ut, hodie exhUitur, ti eras ntn m« 

vrnitur, quia conversa: est in terrritn mam, (-sgitti/ie e/ut periè^ {^ilk WStgfBtt 
verba oru tjus imqmtus dains tiolmt inuUigere ut btne agtret)* 

Peregrinorum similiter o'jjectionem non possumus non mirar!, cum 8c 
L»urentius semper pavcrit pauperes, cxceperitperegrinot, liberavcrit obnoxiost 
8t Ftorentioi hoe appime intelliguK, otÙl da Mse Roniped* ntiliiM. Qgod 

si quìi mcrcator in torum patria spoliatus Ipsos transcuntci i;piui j idicem do 
liceiUia PoDtifici« hie conTcncrit* ac etiani une solutionc dimiserit, qcmi prop- 
tem aibìtiamiir poit tantam diktk>acm, aut dntai«m luuic debuiMc aMris 
interdici* tut lAorendum» ad qnem parum ea rei pexdnuit, exconunonicari, 
aut praedatores propterea dcbuisse abflata non restituere: subiiceremus hie 
fidem oblatorum nisi id melius ip$i tcstarentur, subjicererous iiuilam iacul- 
tatU in CM conocasae, nìaì kni^or cnet qinm wwtn Ince ddGtniiMicob 
capere possit. Regiitrum tamen Romae eat} tav poemmi» sea SMutii^ 
quam ipse non erubesceie. 

VI. De pyratis etiam Florcntinis videre potìus llbct quam respondere. 
Quis enim uaquam audivit Ftorentinos pyraticam exercuiftse Ì Utiaam non 
fuÌHCnt semper pyratarum praeda, quam nunquam cjuHDodl aidficuint CSeiW 
cneve. Quod si aliqucm ejus generi* bomiucm ad ilnfriMÌoniin nummi tzir^ 
mium conduxcrc, Sc is alicjuld cx se commiscrit, num propterea innocent pro 
nocente piectendus erat : num tain atrox scntcntia aiiani oca re^iuiebat OU»* 
•ae cognitionem Ì Sed lepedu tarn lanfft internilo memoria, tarn impndem 
fuit prccipitatida sententi ). Judicaret saltern quod sentit % aliquam «alleni 
judicii formam pracfcrrct: toleiaremua. At contra earn ionoceotiam, quae 
edam ipsi judici exploratUnma citj contra omocm stilum justitiae* omuem. 
erdinem juxia aab pfetezcn notori^ ignoti» nednm Boni iteteli daaaari* am 
poHwnna non contemneie. 

vn. Negaiam vera a principb Saldato Pisani Arddepteipocnapoem- 

sionem tarn cxcusanius, ut do!eamus altquando postmodumi fiùsse conceisam. 
Si perstitissemus in ea inobcdientia, nostzae nunc obediendae retzibutioom 
non Ivgercmiii. Fer cmn enùa Sistii% «t lUntati «naan pndidonaia 
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gustus populas Florentlnus, hunc eo anno promotum, quo aur.ito vulfu per 
urbcm in tncdmalibus & camelo rectus est, recmvit primum, acceptavit post 
ne dwtiuitwTMlmtar, qui jam «leadeMt, «m sm detnione, sed ejus, qui 
lieaùnein propnia manibus consecravìt, dignissimae Eoclesiie SMk esse provi- 
sum : siìgitnr ante obedìenttain nihil contra rcnirentcs factam est, ad quid post 
in Laurentium, cnjus opera est data possessio, reddita spolia, receptus hono» 
ì Quid bilb impetfeeti homìcidji pro justitia vomitur ? 

VUI. At dicetj suspensas fuit, & per vos laqueo necatus. Suspensus 
lama mupeom» pmietda, suspelMOB hsor, suspensus proditor; & ìd in ipi^ 
BDOnnkMe criminis dum fureret populus in prodìtores patriae, quoruOl tiìc 
erat caput, dnm cives primarìi de salute patriae trepidabant. Archtepiscopuj 
non erat, quem populart» ilie furor, dum palatiutn suum defendit, suspcndit. 
AnUcpiiooplcitiiii MB» m» fiMiunt} araiatitt lemo & ente eiptns est; in- 

vasor Curiae rrtcntu:. Et quis hunc pro Archiepiscopo cognovìsift, aut 
cognitum sacerdotaliter tractasset? Noluissemus ipsuin iiixtuin sic invcntum 
MÌrn! •Stvoneasibas rai*. Qnod si itijìcieat nanum quocumque modo in 
Clerkum cxcommuntcandas sit, cur non hi, qui manus injecerunt, excom« 
municanturf Quid miser Laurentius vulncrntus Sr confectus dolore intc* 
rempti fratris juxta ìUud> ulula aUej^ quia ceciilit ctdrus^ de sua vita, de suo 
Mila, de aahits pttiae aiodii* inpedturf Qaid atddltur afflicto aAietio, U 
pro medcla illati vulncris vulnus adjungitur? Est ne hacc ll!a manifesta & ra- 
àonabilis caussai pro qua tantam leni censuram sacri Canoiics statucnint ? 
Bn lite gMin ili* Wa aentua «( «e aedenda in Anno proeedens, ut lande- 
tw paeeacer i» ikiHarfii antnae «na^ 9t inìquìa benedicatur ? l&ledidtiir 
innocetis, qui pene occisus est, occisor & proditor patriae, bonae memoriae 
filios appellatur. Haeccine memoria, Sixte Pontifcx, tuae bonitatis & justi- 
dacl Pantkldanun ne pattern te Cardinales isti cseifenint ! Hinc fi>mtt' 
cum hunc soIug, Se per saltum promovtsti, hi vota su:i rcddere noluerunt, 
qui am bonae memoriae partem omnem tibi rclinquere statucrunt. Perfidia 
tdeiiii B o c t erfa- imwMsetitiaoi, aoelua benscatem peidMlCi if tm ad oonetf 
censurarum benedictum maledictum existimcmus ? Non sic Impiì, non sic, 
aed tanqoam polvis, quem projicit ventus a fade terrae, frustraque jacitur 
Kte ante oei^ pennatorum. Vah qui dìcis amanim dolce, & dulce ama> 
rum, ponens tenebras luccni, & lucem tenebras, nam aicvt vnA in incertem 
TOians, & pas'ìcr quolibet vadcT^s, sic maledictum frustra prolatum vcnit su- 
per eoi qui misit illud } propiores enim sunt ligationi manus habeotis potestà- 
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K* XXVII. tern ligandi, quam ejut» qui liguulat aitt aat aelveadiM. Uem & 4e leKquU 

Cardinalis famiiiaribus, qui arn\ati inventi sunt, rcfercmus Clericos non esse, 
qui Domini sorte relicU arma capluot & daemones tequiiattiri ait emm 
Scriptut» de ejosmodì Ckrids. CUnaOur tonm ntm f n i mu U tù. QaU 
vilM gmvii nedum furentem mutdtudinem requirat, ut ad pccun BUMM 
contineant, si viJcaiit capi aiceoi Miic cìviutU» opprimi libeftaMm» occupari 
patham per prodicionein ? 

F-trommunicet cos, qui contra omnem religionem, contra omnem aequi- 
tatem> contra omnem humaùutem bcncmeritog de te cive* & hospites ofièn- 
derunt» non cos, qui ae defenderuot, & pro patria dimiuveraiit. Oeterani 
libenter bic inteUigcrcmus ab co, qui tot tam constanter proponit unde nane 
maledicati quod modo benedixiu Nanne illa aua tok fuit« cnm audirit sut- 
pensum fuisse ob proditìomem Archicp.iLopum & Stipatoies: <* Beuedicti vos 
** a Domino, qui hominem suspciulibtis-, nunquam voIui«semu8 pmefedaae 
" cum ilH Ecclcsiac." Nonne ctiam mentionem habuit de mittendo FIo- 
rentiam Legato, qui afflictos consolaretar^ £t unde post tam rcpcns eiorta 
m eontrarium aoiteotia ì Tam anbiio mutata in craddtetem comndsendo ? 
Nondum erat forsan captus Jo. Baptist.!, qui, sua confessione. Siiti occultam 
voluntatem in apertam aecessitatcm converteret, vel pendet ab alio, Se est 
Vicarius alicujus hostis nobis ignoti, & hominis, utinam boni, non ejus, qui 
Eceteaiam suam super fìrmam pctzam fondant: ntinam boni dìxtmaa, utinam 
non ejus, qui fines sibi estendere non potest, nisi suos minuat Ecclesia ejus, 
qui suum alicnis stìpcndiis bclluni gerit, ejus qui non tam pii Fontificis opera 
Romanae aedi erat obnoxìua» qnam bone ano commodoi niiiMe atbl mancipnim 
fecit. Nam credit ne Sijitus aJ niiniinutn usque quadrantem stipendia base 
illi ae non aolutumm i Urbes £4^lc«iaf ouoc emuncur, dum exhausti Ponti- 
fióa mata eoepta foventoir» Pcrtommaa haee aingultuoso stilo & abrupto, 
quia dokv oratiooem mutilat. Qjna cairn magia vulnera sentit l^-^'fftiift^' 
quam Fiorentini!*' Si tum Hispanum aut Ligurcm ejus calamìtas tangctet, 
non adco óoìcaUi cUacm uiius ik nostram intucrcmur. Privigni matrem in, 
HÓM aroHnrenmti fc dwia, quae v^kvjmua, io amtannliium ìmU» k ^mtci 
nvot e<wvcMcmnt« ./:-:..• i 

IX. Sed ad captum Catdbalem vei^amns, in cujai ocd|a CMdca illa. 

nefandiisima, & sacrìicgium commissum est. Qua in re si pro bono opetU; 
lapidatum Laurentium videbitis, ciedetts & reliquas purgationes ejus non mi» 
neri dignas esse commisentionc, ^uapi fide. Hoc littcranim ipsiua C4r#^ 
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auGt td Bofttifieem eienplitni.eit:''lpae ile se ttatimonliim perhibeat, qui N^XXVII* 
fCtt, an caperetur, an a furore populi Laurentii opera iibcrarctur. Paucis 
** ante diebus, lkati$:>ime I'ater, Sanctitati Vcstrac significavi Ubenm mibt 
** •bemidi fseoltatem ftàm eoootnm. Decbiavi ptaeteiea, quantum hiùe 
'( Senatui, & praeacrtim Laurcntio Medici ob miriGcam in me pietatcm cs- 
" sem obnoxiua. Postremo Sanctitatcm Vcstram suppliciter obsccrabam, 
** ut pio beiwficus in me suo nomioe coUati«, bciicricto aliquo Fiorentino* 
" afficeret } verum longe me mea fefeUit opimot tiqutdem nuntiaiam, popu> 
" lo Fiorentino & Laurcntio praesertim sirris interdict urn fuis»e, & quibus 
*< bona desiderabam cxpectabamque, mala nunc (lieu miicil) video conti» 
•* giwe : ihirabitm forte Sancthas Vestia, quod me modo miaerom nuncv 
parim. Quid minim ? Exprimere non possum, Beatissime Pater, quanto 
** dok>rc prcmar, quod vcl parum apud Sanctitatem Vestram mcae preces 
** valui&se putcntur, vcl in eog ingratus cxistimctj qnibua usque adco gratus 
** ease peicupiot nt non priua aUre hinc meo quidem judicw decere vìdeatur, 

" quam \»t^ in eos sententia retrr.ctetiir. Si pirtas i!c Mcvltcis liulc populo 
** manifestissima Beatitudini Vestrac sitis nota esset, nunquam tanquam im» 
" piol eoa eiecnRetar. Quantum laetatua sum, quando me Vestn Sanctitat 
** ^rdinda dtulis declaravir, tantum certe, multoque magis gaudebo, cum 
*( senscro meo nomine hos optimates optime de nobis meritoSf aliquando mu- 
** neribus gratitudinia oruavisse. Tunc maxime Beatitudini Vestrac me 
«* commendatum ease cognoeeam» cum Senato» hone Lamenchimque noa- 
** frum imptiniì5 intcllipìm commendatum. E Monnsterio Annunciaras 
** Floreiitiaci die lo. Junii 14.78." Quid igitur captum Cardinalcm que> 
ritoi Kxtva, si ipse se fiberom & dcbitorem Laurcntio profitetur? Si honori- 
fice ae ctiam preatitia in •umptus itineris pecuniis r^n^i'^su',, si rcdditum illt 

bonum pro malo confr:i morem Sixfiniium est ? Quod ilc superirribo?, *|une 
tarn rcccntcm & manifestam redargutionem non habcanr crcdcndum, si itt 
lioc tarn efidenti mendacio non verum deprehenditur t nam ipse quoqoemet 
Sixtus per Episcopum M ulru-.icnsc-in grati.is rctulit Magistratui Fiorentino, 
quod roganti Cardinali suo 8c exigent! dcductio in Falatium concessa fuerìtf 
quod a furore populi libeiatus, quod honoriiice tractatut. Sed prostituta 
mulier, ut diximaai Ar extra Monastcrium Monachus ejusdem frontis sunt. 
"Nos vulnera & necem OJtendimus, ille verba & fictas ca'iinnn.is .uiJucit : 
nos cversam pene ipsam Kcmpublicam propotiimuii, ille pro remedio tatn 
enormia iiiittriae Oratoiem noetrum 8c mercatore* Fiorentino*, qntRomae 
versabantur, capi jubct : nos Cardinalem scrvatum rcmittimus, ille civ itn- 
tem aacria interdicit» parat exercitum, ut corpora aimul> & aaimas bonus 
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K"JL2LVlI» pMtor tntcrilttat. Oh mcMto inquit» CUrieos : non dicit annati erant, pah- 

tium capiebant, seclttionem movcrant, janhorcm Curiae, abrcp'i; clavibus, 
ttiiiebant, gladios in juguiutn Dominorum vitwabant, Julianum occiderant. 
Aceeraendi ne ciat tempus JfiMunem Aadnacp qd taf. Si quU iwdflDte 
dubolo dcclararet Suasit id Dominus, suasit natura» suacit ratio ; privUegto 
pnvatur, qui privilegio abutitur : nec ideo EoclcMawiai digoilat peniùiia ca^ 
ut clericus grassari in Ecclesìa peraaittaiiit. 

Sed quis juilicem cum cxistimtrt, qui gestae ret partem iinam tnntum, 8e 
iUaoi multo alitcr, quam gesta ait, in sua sententia exprimat ì Trucidati in 
Ecckiia, tine eanam «ulBcniti inier Misnmi aokmnb fine idlo 0ei ie> 

ipettu impetimur. A proditorc, ab hoslc aperto judicamur. Et quIs banc 
censuram timeai? Quia non damet in coelum ? Quia non pcemat calcibua 
onmeai religionem, omne execiationttm genus, nednm baflc vetiieiiteni ■ 
tun iniqua proditione scntentiam. Nescimus quidem utro major sit, Sixti 
ne temeritas, an injustitia, qui censuris & armis crcdat commissuni homici- 
dium & seditionero justificare. ( In margtne. F ugnata sane inter se vis & 
cenaai»» qui atranuiDe adkibet, vtroqiw iadiget. Via pwhilMiit Dodukis 
Pastoribus, cum jussit Pctro, ut ctìam pro se Christo gladium non educeret.) 
Censuram quoque alitcr alius Sixtos, qnam hie noster exerceat, instituit. 
Scribit eDim hie Hiapanis Episcopia. &wett» netaoBoiitiftcttni jndianre prse^ 
•ttouCf ft qoamfii «em aia^ non tamen ciedendat ntn cum certis indicUa 
comprobantur, nisi cum manifesto judicio convincantur, nisi quae judiciario 
ordine publicantur. Hie Christianior Christo, Sixtior omni Stato firn &L 
arma in C^ristianoa, eensuraa contra omnem ofdipem jotit exercet. Sod ipù 
nec Christum audit, nec Secundum Sixtum & se ipsum jiidkattjjMll&q|ttillU 
audieodus sit vos judicate, qui & ilium St not audistis. 

X. Duo haec wilt capita anarum ccnsurarum : ^ftmtì/t CmBwrtilti ft Ut- 

pensio Archiepiscopi ') reliqua omnia pro fulcri^ istornm congrnintur. Car- 
dinalcm non hostilitcr, sed levereater, non temere, scd sapicotei tuisse set» 
f ttiUD per cjnt Hticna» «adititoi per ran ipmn pvobvrtmiM. Qiieai ai «riam 
vi, nedum prrcibuù & sumptìbus publicis in privata cu&todlu, neduni Palatio 
publico Fiorentini, po«tqaam audierunt suoa Romae esse conjectos in axcem. 
Adiiam, t c awin en t, a Hcris canonibiu ob imun attmiiD ddcnrioQcm nocL 
diacessissenc libcr «ùm erat serratuti Mdalo jam popnloy CiidiBdiiy cnm 
auditur Rcm;ie captos esse Floren'inn<;, ac corvm bona omnia pene esse di- 
lepta. t^o factum est, ut Cardinalis non tanquam. obscs, sed intercessor. 
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•ervaietor, UUtqaB icddhSi mUeittnr. AicUepUcopum quoque iwd fmnt N^JÙLVil. 
nedam nutm Epueopain» quern Fiorentini suspenderunt, at Salviatam indi» 
car Tnnocentius, qui diffidatum appellata excommunicatum, & sine alia 'de> 
chraùone omni dignitate priTatam cum, qui per asmtinium hominem Chri»> 
tiMNini c ccideiet. DifepdoiMiii daauM Lament^ ptoiniimt oedwri Lau. 
rentii, & licet laqueos contritus tit, non minus tamcn ipse degrnJatus csr. 
Nec dkat habito etiam coiuiUo id factitatum c&$ci aliud enim UliPalatii libe- 
fstom non conralaeTe, niii at anbito, & priusquam id Lamentili» inteUige» 
ret, «uspenderetur ; titncbant emm ne ob religionem id in Archiepiscopo stt« 
toeret, qu l i Cardiuak mandaverat. Rcpentinus fuit tumultus, repentina, 
& nullo i'riorum rite communicate consilio, adhibita sunt remedia. Notum 
fMCtem adhnc non ent hte» qui te dcfendebant» quo in ttatn cWitas nwt, 
A quamquam serperci in famlliji Pazziorum factio. Sciebant autcm solere in 

aeditioaibns, demptis capitibus, & reliquo« conjuratos arma deponere. £rac 
enim adhuc in armis eques Pactius. Veniebant hine Ttfemo per Senentes* 
htnc Foro Gocnclio per agrum Mugcllanum in awUliani conjuratonim oo]Mae 
Sixtianae, quas verisimile erat subsi:,tere audito cum, qui Palatium capturus 
erat, esse suspensuro. Nonne licebat nascentem flammam» vel natam po- 
tint, priusquam invaleaceret, exstingnefe? Hine Salvlatani, non Arclde- 
piscopum absque ulla quacstione, vix scclus coiifcssum c frncstris precipita- 
funt, ncc Cardinali igitur, nec Archiepiscopo injuria illata est. Tant cano- 
nicc nobiscum egissent ipst, tarn Christiane, tarn ex lege vixissent, i]uam 
COS cleraentioi qnam decuit tractvrimos. Quid enim hi sunt aut virtute ant 
nobilitate aA Julianum Medicem, quern nobis occidcrunt ? Scd vidcit Cir- 
dinalts, ne plus injuriae ejus restitutio siUs intuleric, sublata belli caussa, 
^[Mft dcteatio : ttt enim «figdiatem iUam faomiciifio pra^osueiat» ne mate- 
riemb^ ^anwrn cue ««qpieb«nt» 

♦ 

XI. Restat itaque, ut sententia nulla sit, quae nullam habuit judicandi 
canssam, falsum nt jn^iuro* quod mendacio nititur. ExconununicatUK 
non sit, qui alios excommunicare vult vioknter !i in'ustc. Accepcrit Spi- 
ritum Sanctum, non sinKMitace sit creatus, qui vocem suam veri Pastoris, 
mm haeieiid homiwa volt haberi. Pneteniat citatio opoftet cx jure Divino, 
Sr alibi quam Romae in faucibus hostium, ut Laurcntius recte excommuni- 
cetur» ob id enim potissimum Clemens sententiam Henrici Imperatoris in 
Kflibemim Regem non rerocavit, qui cum ad locum suspcctum citavcrat. 
Mofcat afiii4 opva e«t qnam pefficiemti lumiicidii desiderinm, nt injottitia, 
mm odimi videatur. Vdnen enim ftacblia, non gUiSù, oflénaae indul- 
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K^' XXVli. gentUs, non censur» leniri aot«nt. At Sbctus vencnatn Tttlneri, hMam gfau 
dio, ( ; r n sicario addidit, & qaando obductn jam erat cicatrix, muris 

HitTu bait ill admovit machinas, censuras publicavit. Peccarit sane I.uuren- 
(iu5 c]uain dicit, commiscrit quae congerit, tium propterea erat a religbsa 
I'omi&ce necandtu in Eccledty nam mittendus exercttus in eos, ^ot Lau- 
rciitii non !!»irt ? (In margine: quae enim istilit^s in sanguine peccatoris? 
nou infernus contiubitur Deo, ncque mors taudabit cum.) Scnttmus^ quod 
nusqutm legtmut, expugnationet urbium, dircptiones temploram, ft«tiU«n« 
puerorumCjUc r.iptus, snnctum omne & innocens concedi praedae militari» 
b iculum tssc & disciplinam Pontificis in eo^ mnxlnic, quibiu, si intcrrogetur , 
cur bcUum intulcrit, ncsciat ipscnict vel unam caussam assignare, nisi dicat, 
ut Florentinot pro Cornile Hieronjmo, occisoi pro liomicida puniam. Ei^ 
ccmmunicationis enim alujtia pr.nfemli aPontifice caussa potuit ; belli contra « 
eos, qui temper juri paruerunt (in $naigint : nisi sanctior Nicolao, qui 
scribit, sancta Dvi Ecdcaia gtadiom non habet niii sptritualem, quo non 
occidlt, sed-TÌvìficat) neacimus alìam ijam imperfectum in Ecdeaiahomici* 
iVr.\m. Kxccratloncm quoque in Lauretitium !.itnm, ex Seitio fjunntum ri- 
tiimus cxcerp^it, ubi disciplluans non erailicans jubcture&sc censura. 

Hinc illam imprimi fecit, non coiitnitub c.il.imo, ilLim vciull In campo 
Fiora^ non contentus vaivi* Ecclesiarum, ut ejus disciplina ad eoa prius per* 
venicns, ad eoa quoa non peitbieba^ cn^cina CMCt mm enendana. Hine 
eiiim mandai populo, ut Prionim ac Octo viiorum aedea tan publicas quam 
privat.;5 dcmcliatur. Prudens sane, prata ac relij;:osn sententli -, crctlit eos, 
qui dcfcnderuiit esse oi^cnsuros. Frovocat in servatores Cardinaiis cos 
qui diacerpeie Cardinalem volueniot. P/aecipit eon tra Jus Diviniim 
ac pracceptum Dcmiiii, nc occid.is, ut ejus vidcatur VicaTtu-, q-il aniir.am 
tuam posuit pro ovibus suls, non contentus caede una totam urbem involvere 
«adem iwna contcndtt ; quis enim tam inopi mentia eat, ot eredat* ainc cacdc 
mttltorum & sanguine sex & irigtnm domoa optimatum posse subverti ? Vi- 
rum autem smguinum 5c dcjiosum quomodo pntietur Dominu.-. illiul subji- 
cerc justam vcl injustam Pastoris sentcntiam esse timendam ì Nam iilud 
quoque aacri Ginone» addìdere contra notoriam & manifieatam caoaaam aen- 
tcntiam non valere. Si practcrca dixit tinicnd.un, non jussit obscrvandam 
( ui margine : nam pracvidcns hoc flagitium Spiritus Sanctus praedixerat per 
Pmphetam } conaiderat peccator jnatwn, 8c quaerit interficete earn i Domi- 
ntu aotcm non derelinquet cum in manibus cju», nec damnabit eum, cuoi 
jodicabitur ilii), maluatqoe boni judicio faisi Pastotia damnari, quam in ml- 
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tentiam, constans Pontifcx, quodammodo paullo post abrogavlt. Scrip- 
lit faun mox eiitem populo, ^uem sactU intcrdixerat fireve in haec rer}», 
** Si4|«i «ont* qui «xittiaieiit ao* ilffccìtM a ^cùdctio imnibe lUipnUÌCK 
'< CbriMiatMPi ft irmi adversus civiutem istaRi moveie, «mnt ^[uideni va» 
f bemcnter, nam ncque publicac saluti nunquam deerimus, ncque adversm 
<* àvttauio Klorentina^ quam ^mpcr e:( «orde dikximus, quict^uam «iai»- 
?.<riM|ìitaiii«. Abiitaaohi»lMe««ogiuti».'* .u'.^'.:. 
i. 

C^oniOilo aatem quis diligatur & interdtcatur, pihii tiaìstri in eum co- 
gitetor» aOinMB nàvfàofà. ^etnr» Iti ladkent, qui noteraiit quirni diAnt 
in hyprocrita manua ab ore, ab opere vcrbum. Et audebtt rttam aliquando 
dicere se ad Ubertatem Ecclcsiae dcfendendam bellum Florcncinis movisae» 
qui fccit cam serram omnium neoulanum; qui prius cam kric sanguine in» 
|iBMiM>% qiNtfli 9»» pwga*U «CBlcgiìtt qai Mm ipehincam làtmiiiiD sid- 
(Hdit, omnique intmunitate spoHavIt; qui denudavit femur Virginia in confa* 
tiooei qui sedem, quam nunquam intulit Italtae» priot litndini usius juveni* 
ptioa ■iBttti'.paw^w ^mm tnoMtpiob iwrionìlMii cb B co» <k . Oson^ qid 
tib«<enditorum es cognitor, qui noatri omnia antequam fiant, tu bcì^, quia 
faUum teatimoniumiiiiit CMtf»40% aecoUitni^ o icabctti pedmm tiuvoia in 
dì«6n«tittuL 

In tam manifesta itaque ìnnoccntìa laccssitì, non seiratn forma, non scr- 
yato jure» damiattj ad quera recarrcmus ? Ad Paacorem animanim noctra* 
tNm? -AftlvftofaaicdbpcniRbataetiadittieniMwtyraBiridiiyi^ 

afFictac ciriratis, vulntrati Laurcntii, occisi in Ecclesia per proditionem Ju« 
tiani excommunicato interdiciti & Curinm ac domo» Prìncìpum ciritatis solo 
acquari jabet, oèndet opfMa liotlfa, diripit scgetes, urit villas, sugentes 
ubera & omnem morcntcm fcras «CtaMaa mtlitum suonMH fwMi «Bponit. 
Oh Pastor ! Oh idolum derelinqucns gregem ! Gladium super brachiam ejus, 
tu super oculum dextrum ejus: bracbium ejus aridttate siccabttur, & ocutus 
dezter ejus tenebresoena obicitrabitiir. Ad alteram igitur Imneit, ipavm tci« 
licet Cacsarem semper Augustum confugicmus} id enim Dominus, ut huic 
noeti praeeiset creavit } Christiunissimum Regem Francorum, in cujus tutela 
Chrittì Ecclesia est, sub cujus alarum umbra populus Florentinus semper 
protectua Mt» invocabimus ; omnes Principea & populos Chrbtiaaos implo< 
rabiaius, \\\ quando jam vident dnioiiiace crcatum Pontificcm, tempia, Car- 
dinale», Missas ad homicidia fiddium exercere, Concilium ( m murrine, ad 
WUU 36 qood 
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M»yXVlf. tftjftìMàam) àftplitts non diÌRèratit, sponsam illius» in cujas sanguini 

bnptizsti sunt, a tanta turpitudine libercnti dicimus Eccìesìnr, ut qui Eccle» 
sia su»t per £vangeliam, quod ita praccipit qo« obdurato haìc inaudkua au- 
diant. Dolenter, ft eo impellente, id Cacimus» Sed ami Deo Miétac, qui 

vcritatcm rtprimit, tLirbincm r.Klnt, qui ventuni seminavit fin margine : mì- 
Qoris enim peccati esc, inquit HieronymuSi sequi malum quod booum putarit, 
qnaiB non, wadut defondeK quod bonom pio cmv notctits it Bvnàwimài 
UuiSm Mt vt aCMidsUiai oriMsr, quam letìtu relinquatur). Abeat itaqve 
f'"nn, cnsta erif nuv-r, :ingu!:>retn Iiijiidem non premat prtrn "icanda!!, & non 
cnt ultra oficndicuium ainaritudinis, nec spina doiorem infcrciis. btuporem 
nrim dendom, te onnent haac nobit infiddimn monom acnW wae paten» 
nae pepercrenr. Novistis niult' Julianiim Mcdiccm, bonitatem ejut & virtu- 
tem pene omnos audistis. Cedri non fuerunt altiores ilio in paradiso Dei, il 
tuiwn in tempio per prodidonciii Pootifidan (am cndditer ocdio* «gr» 
•ai^nen eju* de mana SiMiim nquiten» Doodaoi, non poMst & «onut, 
qui haec patìuntur, consensum non reqairere. Mercenarìum jam pro Pas- 
tore habitum alieno sanguine cognoscite. Fructus ejus obscuri non sunt. 
SimoDÌa, luxii^ JnmieidioiD» piodìdo^ liaeMtis, jam a iqpiid.il i iid *itt!taii^ 
quod mentita Tcstimenta, & quid ititrinsecus sit declarel tfCfftin^ liiaileni 
aliqoam nostne pfodtttoaen, & insuper beUum expectatis. 

Columnae & vos aureae super bases argentcns, InpiJem, qucm dedistìs 
affsntiooic, «xctttite. Non ocfite suos cardines tempio, cujus vectes is jam 
demolitnt OBt^ Tmbatiir nafkilU'l^tri, quod in ea erat }óda» fin margine^ 
intus est qui concitat tempestatem)* Diate ilH cmttti cum Domidb. Kade 
put SatianOf scandalum nobis et ; twt iaph quae Dei iunt, hfatuatttm tal fir at 
rnkfUtt priusfuam coficuUetur ab hominibas. . Minatur enim vobis Oominus in 
flMtfi^ ti pudori iilioa non consulitis. Oblit» ei, iaqiiii't kgit Otitai, oUU 
viscar filioruni tuorum, aufrrat foroicationes a facie sua, 5; .iditltcri.i ua c!e 
medio uberum suorum, ue fotte expolicm earn nudam» & statuam earn. $ecuù^ 
dam diem nattvitacii svae. ... 

Doniinus Deus uoster, cujus manus est suf er omnes, qui quacrunt eum in 
bonitate, citstodiat corda veitrs, k, iatdligentias veatna lilieiet tos a fabia 
Pai'toribiis, qui Tcmtint in T CTti me n tia oriaao, intriitaece autem sunt lupi 
rapaccs. 

Datum in Ecckaia noma Cathednfi flanetae R^aiatae %^ JvSk 1479.- ■ 



Digitized by Gopgle 



•N»'XXVIH. 



Excusati» fiweiitimrum ftr D. Bartholomaeum Scatam tx AIS. CMiiee BiUi»- 

ihteat Stnetiaiuet 

è 

naiversis, in qoM haeeMfipti ìmààmì, F!niiM» jUbenatu» 
ft Voillifer ^i^idKiM St Populna Floreatmiu nbttem. 

Rem tuinus uariaiun laaudiiam &i noram, adeo alicnam ab omni humana 
mton & eamaetaimb vifeMli« ut nihil dobiieiniit omnei i|ui audieriM, 
veliementer tantam afrocitatcm, atque immanitatem rei admiraturos. Movet 
autem nos non cau6sa modo nostra, ut haec scriberemusj ic nota faceremus, 
aedClnll(Ciana ctiain & publica, quae profecto his gubernatoribas bismoribuB, 
dilabatur brevi, & fuaditua diapereat necesse est. Dum entm Religionis iios-, 
trac ho«Ì8 post tot tantasquc dc bonis chnts victorias in limine insultat, Italias 
supcrbis^iiQUS atque formidabilissiniu*, dum imminet oervicibus nostri»| ic 
comaaiiutiir K^oinae, & nomisi Christi^no cndifinm, Sixtua RomaaiH Pon«. 
tifcx, & illi sui pracciari rerum administratores proditionibus dant operant 
scekrjiti&simis t insid^antur yitae & Ubertati papulorum ) iocewHnt maledio- 
di ^nnetD* boooat tnteirdionit ««cria adaaodnai «pccfdtiKter» ac belluoi i«ib>: 
lunt Cbristianis } & direptionibus & pnedae atque iowndii*, qi)OGUinquc ar> 
ma convertunt, pro TÌribu« involvunt) nihil pensi aut habentes, $ed foedan- 
tes Mania divina atque humana, barbaro potius quodam & ferino, quam ali- 
qno humano more. Certo scimus non facile fuisse nos assensiouem adqituioa 
ob tarn nefarii facinoris magnituilincm \ sed fama rei gestae jam per univer- 
sum fere orbem vulgpiu, patn>qin;t^r vero, & fidem scriptis hj« pulchqrime 
proGiml. QjHd d cs primia quoqne aceknin Miniatria audiantar ea, qn^e 
ipsi curn in nostras devciiis&ent manu» murituti fasti! ì>unt, & chirograpbo suo 
tndidenmc n<^is, erit proCccto apud vos omni ex parte corroborau & stabilita 
Veritas. Igitur vianup cat, lit. otjUneBi ompem tei edocaaat. Ex j^aia^ 
ergo Johannem Baptistam de Monteaiceo audiamus | ipse rem omnem Of^qp 
«fdicti cujaa atteatationia exemplar hoc ea^ videlicec 

■ ■ * k « < 

Qgeata aeri la canfieasboe, la quale fari Giovambatlsta da Monteakco de 

sua mano propria, in la quale fari chiaro a omne uno 1' ordine, fc ci modo 
dato per muur lo stato della città de Fiorenza, comeutiaodo dal principio ia- 
lino ali» fine, ni laacvuido con aknna ìniderictre, in» in narrando tatte le 
perawic» con dù Ini n' aveva auto colloquio^ fic pvticalarmente .narrando le 
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HfQ puntali parole auto con tutti quelK» cou ehi n' ha parlato; e prima con 1' Ar- 
XXVIIL civetcofo e Fraacesoo de' Fazd ae parlai in Roma in la camera del detto 

civescovo, dlccndomc volerme rcvclarc un suo secreto & pensiero, che avevono 
più tempo auto in core, e qui con sacramento volse, che io gli promettessi 
tenerli scordi, nè de questa cqsa parlarne, ne non parlarne se non quanto 
earia il bisogoio, e quanta poterìti e Tctrrb a lov^p te w eóà-fgkjflcamimL 

■ ■ L' Arctvcficovo cominciò a parlare, facendomc enteoderef corno lui e 
VtwiceMO MCVoBO el tatito ^ mutsuc lo Stalo di ^oftmca, e dte deeertnlmi^ 
Ttmo ad omne modo firlOf A: che Ci volerà I' ajuto mio. Io glie rìspuost, 
cht per loro farla ogni cosa, ma essendo soldato del Papa e del Conte, io non 
ci podeva intervenire; loro mi rispuoson: corno credi tu che noi faremo 
questa cosa senza consentimento del Conte ; imo ciò dbe tt cerca, e che si H 
per esaltarlo c magnificarlo così lui, come noi, è per mantenerlo nello Stato 
»uo, avvisandoti, che se quesn cosa non si fa, non ghe darla del tao Stato 
una fava, perdiè Loffeo^e d<f Medici gli vual mai di morte, uè Cftde dhe 
sia uomo al mondo, che gli voglia peggio ; c 1 ;po la morte del Papa non 
cercherà mai altro che torli quel poco Stato, e farlo mal capitare della per- 
sona, perchè da lui se seme grandemeiiie ifigluiteo^ Ét «okikto lo «meiN 
deie d perchè U H ea^oob Lorenzo era così ininrioo del Conte, nàdàaad 
cose assai sopra questa parte e della Dcpositcrla e d*!!' Arc!vc<i<:ovafo «^i Pisa, 
Se più cose, che sateano longhe a scrivere } e in bnt tu tatto que&ta concli»- 
aloBe, die dove coti correva V onote, h ittoie ékA OouCc, *& e! Imo, io m^ 
sforzeria a fare Juxia pasre tutto quel, che pel Conte mi sarà comandato ; & 
tolte qoesio cose farono comune frallo Arcive&covo & Francesco, U che un 
dtro dì «e devesK emere tnrieate'li con il €3Mite proprio, e pigliare deCeihnl^ 
ilidotie dt qoell» af aveva da fare, & così se remase, &c. La cosa remaso 
C09Ì per parecchi giorni, nè me fo detto altro, ma so bene, che fra 1' Arci- 
vescovo e Francesco & el Signor Conte ne fo in queato tempo parlato più 
«olte. ' 

papoi un gtot»> fui chiamato dal Signor Conte in camera sua, dove era 
t AidTetoovo^ é èonùnxlè • {larlafri de noio dì questa cosa, d l ce n do mc d 
Conte: F AxdvescovO itie dice, che t' hanno parlato d* una fteceada, dhtf 

averoo ntanì: que te ne pare ? Io gli rispuosì: Signore, non so que me 
ne dire di questa cosa, perchè non la intendo ancora ; quando 1* arerò intesa, 
dìr&d mio pnete. V AidMicofO: corno aonY 1» Ìd ditto, die videmo 
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matare lo Stato m Fiorenza ? Madìatì che me I' avete detto, ma non m' avete W* 
tele el modoi cite non avendo iatetO el modo, non so que ne parlare. XZVIII» 
Iota e r nno c I* altro ussìnncr fuort, e cominciorno a dire della malivolciizs 
e mal animot che '1 Magnifico Lorenzo aveva contro de loro, e 'n quanto 
pericolo era lo Stato dei Oontè dopo la morte dd Papa, & che mtiUndosi 
ditto Stato tarìa uno stabilire el Sig. Conte da non possere avere mai più male, 
e che per queato ai voleva fare ogni cosa. E domandandoglie io del modo e 
del favore, mi diaaere i not aveiemo questo modoi che in Fiorenza è la casa 
de^ Passi e d«?8dfiadtGlie ai tirano ifotroiitesm la cittì di nwenza. Benei 
avete voi pensato ci modo ? El modo hni io pensnre a costoro, che dicono 
non potersi fare per altra via, che tagliare a peazi Lorenzo e Giuliano, & 
«ver poi preparato le genti d* vtmt, 8e andarsene a Ploieosa, e die bisogna 
accumulare queste genti d' arme in modo, che non se ne dia sospetto: clic 
non dandosc suspctto, ogni cosa veiria ben fatta. Io gli rispuosi : Signore, 
vedete quel che voi fate: io vi certifico, che questa i una gran cosa; nè so 
tomo costoro se lo possono £ure, perchè Fiorenza è una gran cosa ; c la Ma;;- 
rìfìccnza di Lorenzo d ha una grande benevolenza, «ccondo io intendo. El 
Conte disse ; dicono costoro ci contrario } che ci ha poca grazia, & è malis- 
tàtao volato. Be die morti loro, ognuno ginngeri le mani ai Cido. L' Ar- 
civescovo usi fuora, e disse : Giovambatista, tu non sci mai stato a Fioren- 
za : le cose de là, & la cogniziooc di Lorenzo noi lo 'ntendiamo meglio di 
voi, e sappiamo b iMwvoleftsa e h materdendaj die egli In in nel popolo, 
C de questo non dubitare, che la reussirl, comò noi siamo qui. Tutto el 
facto è, che ce resolviamo del modo. Bene } que modo ci è ? El modo ci è 
riscaldar Messcr Jacomo, che è più freddo che una ghiaccia } e corno aviamo 
Itti, la coca i apacctath, nè n* è da dubitar punto. Bene i a Nostro Signore 
comò piacerà questa cosa? E' me respuosoro: Nostro Signore li faremo iàr 
sempre quello vorrimo noi, & ancora la Sua Santità vuol male a Lorenzo ; 
desidera questo più che altro che sìa. Aveteneglie voi parlato ? Madtasi, e 
fuemo cbe le ne diri ancora a le, e te farà intendere la sua intenzione. Fcn« 
siamo pure in que modo pos5Ìamo mettere le genti d' nnnc in ieme senza sus- 
petto, che 1' altre cose passaranno tutte bene. Fo preso el modo di far far la 
mostra, e de mutare le genri ^ arme da stansia a stanala, e mandare quelli 
del Signor Nnpolionc in quello di Todi e de Perusia, e così ci Signor Cio- 
vanfrancesco da Gonzaga i e così fo dato ordine. Da poi comiociò andar per 
il tavolicTO el fatto del Oonte Carlo, e per dìtia cadone Insof o& mettete in* 
sieme ognuno, che l' ebbero molto caro : & essendo il campo ddOonie Gar> 
lo in «locUo dì Siena» Se comprendendole diiatamenie la cosa no» avete du* 
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rata, fu fatta delibemittiie 4' andare a campo » Montana « teacse. in ten^ 

r assedio più che se po«scva, a cagion che costoro avcsser tempo a dare ordi- 
ne alla spedizione delia iaccienda ì e per detta occasione venne Francesco de^ 
Pazzi in quel tempo qui tn Fiorenza con demoitiazioiie di fugga V »tae. Se 
fo ;i questo effetto ; & cssentlo stato detto Francesco per alcuni giorni, scrisse 
aRom» all'Arcivescovo, omo passavano k oose, £e cbcbiaognavariscaidare 
e pungere Messer Jacomo, c larghe Intendere tutti lì ftrod se arà in questa 
cosa, &c. Et il modo delle g^ti d* arme, e tutto quello favore se podett 
aveWf farglielo inten«!crc cliiaraincnte, & inteselo se lassasse poi il pensiero a 
lui» che a tutto daria buon ordcne ) & accadendo in quello iQcdcsìmo tempo 
la malattia de! Sig. Carlo di Faenza, & esBcndo stato kogo tempo ammalato, 
venne in pericolo de morte, & dubicaudose assai della morte sua, parse at 
Conte & allo Arcivescovo avere scusa Jidu di mandarne ^uì con inunzionc^ 
che io vedesse i modi di questa cittì & ancora dd M^^iifico Lorenzo, e che 
io parlasse con seco, & intendesse da lui, volendoci CoBle cercare de aravere 
e! suo st :to, ciol Va!t!c<!p:if>, r,ue favor se po{lcva avere de Sua Magnificenza 
e da questa Repubblica per suo mezzo, & che glie i'csse intendere, che il Sig. 
Conte sperava piii in »na Magnificenza, che persona del mondo, e che in 
questo io intendesse il consìglio & ci parere suo, e cKe gli fesse ancora inten- 
dere, che non ostante alcune cose fossero state fra loro e '1 Conte, le voleva 
buttare tutte da parte, & In omne cosa de^onerse n compìaioerto, 8c averlo in 
loco de patre i & con molte altre buone parole appieno, quali erono la mag- 
gior parte simulate. Et arrìvauido qui tardi la sera, non poti parlare con Sua 
Magnificenzia. La mattina andai a trovarlo, e se ne venne di sotto vestito a 
nero per la morte dell' Orsino, & fommo insieme, nè altramente me respoose, 
clic si fosse stato patrc del Conte, nè con altro amore, in modo che a me fc 
maiav gUare, avendo inteso da altri, & poi ritrovandolo così ben disposto in 
le cose del Conte, che veramente non s'avcria possuto parlore per ninno £»- 
telb più amorevolmente, che me parlò, dicendome : Tu te ne girai a Imola* 
e vcderrai come trovi le cose, e daraimeiie avviso de quello te parerà s* abh'a a 
fare dal canto nostro, che tutto si farà senza mancare de niente per satisfare 
alla Signoria dd Conte, al qinale e in questo & in omne altra cosa me^forw 
•/erò sempre a sati: farlo .... con li più amorevoli ricorili, che possc^se mai 
patre a figliolo, li quali ricordi li tacerò per bene: la sua Magnificenzia gU 
deve bene avere a memoria : pur quando gli parrà, che io gli chiarisci^ pen* 
•eoe bene, e diamene avviso, cheiogUchiariròii ... 

pipoi txic ne andai all' ostarla della Campana a desinare i et avendo a 
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patine a Vrmee«co àtf Vn^ te con Meaier JTaeomo pnr èt? Pani, ai qualf N » 

avevo Ictfere di credenza ilei Stg. Conte c dello Arcivescovo, iiifin che si de. ZXVHf* 
8inò> mandai ad intendere que n' era de loro : me fo dcttOj che Francesco 
era andato a Lucea* e non ^ csaeiMiO} mandai a dire a Metter Jacooio pre- 
detto, che io aveva bìtogn» da parlarli, & de cose de 'mportanza, & che se 
voler:!, che io andassi a casa sua, che io anJcria, & se lui vo!eva venire ali* 
oetaria, ciie io V aspettarla. Messer Jacomo predetto venne ail' ostaria della 
Campana, dorè lai & mi d ritsntnmo in mw «amerà ia aegreto» & per 
pane del Nostro Signore el confortai, e salutai, ti così da parte del Sig. 
CoDte Jeronioto e dell' Arcivescovo, de' quali Conte & Arcivescovo io avevo 
una lettera oedensial per «no: le appreseotal i le lette» e lette ditte : che 
avemo noi a dire, Giovambatista ? Averoo noi a parlare de Slato ì Dissi ma^ . 
diasi. Mi rispuote : io non ti voglio intendere per niente, perche costoro si 
ranno rompendo il cervello, & vogHon deventare Signori de Fiorenza, éc io 
intendo meglio «pietteooernoetie de loro: non me ne parlate per niente, die 
non ne voglio ascoltare. E persuadendolo io pure all' ascoltarme, se contentò 
d' iiitendermi. Que vuoi tu dire ? Io vi conforto da parte di Nostro Signore, 
con d quale prima die io partian, gli parlai, & preaente el Conte e V Ard* 
vescovo me disse Sua Santità, che io vi confortasse a spedire questa causa de 
Fiorenn, perdiè lui iwn sa in qtie tempo possa accadere un altro assedio de 
Montone da tenere sospese Se insieme tante gente d* arme e cosi appresso al 
vostro terreno -, & essendo pericoloso lo indusiare, ve conforta a far queito. 
Madiasì che Sua Santità dice, che vorria seguisse I.i mutazione della Stato, 
ma senza morte de persona. E dicendoli io, presente el Conte e 1' Arcivca- 
covo) ftdre Santo «pieate cote ae potranno fono nml.fare aenza morte di Lo* 
renzo e di Giuliano, e forse dell! altri ; Sua Santità mi disse: io non voglio 
la morte dì niuno per niente, perchè non è offizio nostro acconsentire alta 
morte dì péraona | e bendiè Lorenso ni un viOano, 9c eoa noi ti porte male, 
pure io non vorrìa la morte sua per niente, ma la mutazione dello Stato là* 
Et el Conte respuose : se farà quanto se podcrà, acciò non intcrvrnjfa ; ptjre 
quando intervenisse, la Vostra Santità perdonerà bene a chi '1 fesse. £1 
Papa retpoote d Orate : tn m una bettìi. Io te dico t non voglio la morte 
de niuno, ma l i mutazione dello Stato sì. F. cojì ti dico, Giovambatlsti, 
die io disidero assai, che lo Stato di Fiorenza se mute, & che se leve delle 
nani de Lotemco^ <be «Ili è tin TÌllane, Bc nn eattiro «omo. Se non fa sti« 
ma de noe, etultBfdta ched u' fo'^se fuor de Ftotenzaltti, faris«tmo de quella 
Repubblica quello vorressiino, 8c saria ad un j^ran prcpwtto nostro. E '1 
Conte e ì' Arcivescovo, che erano presenti, dissero : Ìà Santità Vostra dice il 
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tì94 

vent die quando aviate Fiorenza in vostro tifaitrio. Ce pomtne despontte» 

XX\ ili* con^c porrete, ';frà in m.irìo costoro, la Santità Vostra metterà legge a 
mezza itaiU) Ci oumc una avcia Caro c;>&crvc amico ^ &u:chc &u(e contento si 
heàz ogni cola perTenlie » queate efibtM. Soa Saatiti dnaet io ti dico dw 
non voglio. Andate e fate quello volete voi, purché non v* intervenga morte, 
£t eoa que&to ci levassimo dinanzi da Sua Santità, facendo poi coaclusioDf 
CMCW contento date «noe favore 9t ajnto de gente A' arme» o d* altro» dh9 
acdà foMe ncceatario. L* Avcivcaoovo rispuose & disse -, Padre Santo» aiatv 
contento, che puidiamo nei questa barca, che la guideremo bene. EtNoKio 
Signore dis«e } io son contento. £ con questo ci levassimo da' suoi piedi, • 
f edueeiaenonce in camera del Cónte, dove fo fA diieutia la coea partiooiatt 
mente, t coticluso cLc qae&ta cosa non se poteva fare per niun niodo senza la 
morte de' costoro, cioè del Magnifico Lorenzo o del fratello, it dicendo io 
estere mal fatto, mi ri^noaeco, che le cose grandi noB li pinirvHMt five ai» 
tramente ; & sopra de ciò fo dato molti esempli, che scria lungo a «crìverli ; 
& Qnaliter fo concluso, che per intendere e modo, bisognava essere qui, & 
parlar con Francesco & Messcr Jaconu^ e intcodere appunto quello era da 
' laie, & inteaolo mandare ad «ifetto* lo foi qid« e |mb tiovando Francesco) 
non v;ì1'-ì fare nltm conclusione; se non che mi disse : vattene a Imola, c alla 
tornata tua sarà qui Francesco, & dcUbcrcrasse tuttQ ^c^to «ar? da fare, lo 
me ne andai a Imola, dove atetti pochi giorni, perchè «Olì aveva io in com* 
missione per la espedizione di detta causa» e in nel tornare e dietro foi a Ca- 
faggiolo, dove trovai la Magnificenza di Lorenzo e de Ginliaoc^ e avendo 
refierte al detto MagniGco Lonnso coom aveva trovate le «eoe del Conte, me 
consigliò con le più cordiali & amorevoli pamfe del tnoodo, diceiidome che 
per il Signor Co-ite aveva deliberato fare egne cosa per f,irìi intcndcic che gli 
voleva essere buuiio ainico} & avendo Sua ^lagniiìceazia deliberato tomaie a 
Fiorensa, ce ne venÌMimo di compagaia, doveper la iria mi le iateadeK an» 
ODia più cliiaramente quanto era ci &uo buon animo verso del Conte, che Io 
tacefò» perche seria longo lo scrivere. Arrivai in Fiorenaat e ivi con Frajv» 
«OMO» «OD il quale prcis orditi» di non fariire quel dì, acdocdiè la notte ce 
wtiovaMÌno con Memr Jacoinot 9e coiì fo fsato. La notte ditto Frances- 
ro venne per me, & condusseme in camera de M. Jacomo, dove fo parlato 
as&ai di questa cosa, & la conclusione fo questa, che per la espedizionc bisog- 
nava pila cote ; una d» r Afdveaeovo fiocee de qnii & che vedeaie vcnixd 
con quuiche scusa licita in modo non desse sospetto, & a questo lasiam pen. 
sarlo al Conte, e a luì, 6c che alla sua venuta si pigUcria poi forma de quello 
a' ««c«a» zftn, « ià« ai Som dfre, per le quali si potane acrivere bene, ft 
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dM-aimdttbilKM, ««ndo il lifóm Mie gestì dd Papa ee. di» UoottnM 

Tcnttsi fatta, nu che per fatta netta, bisognavi, che detti Aoi fratelli fossero XXVIII* 

fo»! & die inuiiediatei cbe 1» oo»a avesse questo» di certo la spacciarìamo» 

flt die ila t MigiiìSeo Lomkw e '1 Signor di PùmUno A tnttm paicBUdo 

yerOiufiinoi ««fModOt mi» neeettario «no de loro andasse là, d^ude 

andava ; la cosa era spacciata, ma essendo totti dua in la citti, per niente non 

vokva fare, perchè non gli pareva posser riuscirlo ; & Francesco diceva altra- 

Bieaifee, die ad omMaMde ti finta, & sempre gli andò per la niente m Cliien» 

o a giuoco di carte o a nozze, purché fossino tutti du.-i in un luogo, gli ba- 

steria 1' animo di farlo, & che non ci volerà se non pochi con »eoot & tecerr 

ceni H ic i i e a aae, d» io «eletti qudle» che mai d vdd fate. Lai dÌMe tva- 

varia bene il modo a far questo, & che se desse pur più teaipo cIk se poteva, 

e anandassesi 1' Arcivescovo in qua, che a tutto se daria bene espediaione, & 

At de tutto quello s' avesse a fare, si avviseria. Intesa la conclusione, me 

vF aadai u Roma, e referii el tutto al Conte ic all' Aróvetooro, Se subito fu 

presa per il Conte deliberazione de mandare V Arcivescovo sotto colore delle 

ooae di Favcnza, &c. & a me ordinò che me n' andassi a Imola con cento pro- 

ddenad, U cam quella podw geoti'd' atae, «he 0i «nmo «tatefwpaiate ad 

omnc requisizione de costoro, & ctiam con i suoi popoli, &c. Io me partii, 

k andamcne a Inwla, & poi a Montugi } e f ui una notte eoa àffiMCr Jacomo 

e con Fnncesco, e fegli ìMondeie 1* «dine date da «gai banUj e diefMMa 

coaa bisognava espedizione, & da pMc^ ^c. del CoMe wtlidtaì aani a . 

detta esprdirione prima che 11 campo sì dividesse loro ; me rispuoseto, che 

non bisognava sproni, ma morto, & che ad .omoe anodo vedcrìa e^jtedirk) ta 

^jMilo Mnpot 9t dwìe alme piepa w i o , die ly e iai a avnaaBaepnaio qadio 

avessi a fare, e che al suo avvisa nnn ; rctcrisse niente ; Se io dissi di farlo, ; 
con questo me ne uidaii & non trovando costoro comodità di farlo in quei 
tempo per awa la pefuewa dd Cbue Cglo qà, e alloggiato in caia de' Mar» 
tMt ddiberanto lassarlo snre per fine a tempo nuovo, & avvisò, che ti de- 
cidesse il campo, & cosi fo fatto, nè di questa cosa fa parlato più per un 
pezzo, 6ic. Et essendo stato « Imola per la recuperazione di Val d i ae no, Se 
eMendod leci^eiatxs aae n' andd a Rema questo Man6, dove tnvd la ffig» 
noria del Conte, e Giovanfrnncesco da Tolentino, e Messer Lorenzo da Cas- 
tello e Francesco de' Pazzi, &c fra i quali molte volte si parlava de queste 
ce*^ & the ae eemtnciavaadcaM apptwdaaaril tempo d' espcdkdetta causai 
St demandando iu que modo era qMMO» me dkie : LoieDXO deve vmire qui 
per questa Pasqua, (]ii:imprimum K <iema la so» partita, Francesco se par- 
tira ancora lui, & andcra a spedirsi i & farse il servizio a quello rcmanerà, & 
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Ji|o all' altro, innanzi che torni, se penserà quello si dovrrrà faro In", tcr- 
KXVlil. rassi eoa esso tal modoj che U cosa sarà beoe auetuu iixuaxui che se part^ 
di noi. Io gli dissi: Fareteb madie ì Mi vgpwm : tm/Sim^ dw ^imUt 
non voglio per n:enie, che qui abbia alcuno dispiacere i mn iitnanzi che par- 
ta, le cose saranno bene assettate in iofina« che suraniio bene. Donuodai 
M Conte : Nottro Signore sa questo ì Me dime : msdiat}. Dko | Diavolo^ 
egli è gran fatto che '1 consenta ! Me respuose : non sai tu, che '1 fiamUoCuc 
quello volemo noi? Basta che le cose inderanno bene. Et stettesi in queste 
trame parecclù dì del suo venire, o no. Dappoi veduto che non veniva, do 
libenrano ad ogni modo cafame le mani prima che focae foca Maggio, tee* 
Et corno ho detto di questo più e più Tolte OC fo parlato in camera del Conte, 
& corno mancava nuteria, se tornava au questo, e dù pròna n trovava in* 
sieme con loro, ne parlava, dicendo, che per niente la cosa podeva dnnuB 
così, che non venissi a palese, e questo per cssete in tante lingue» 8t A» ad 
ogni me i 1 b'sHL^navi ihrli spedizione, onde che per detta castone fu preso per 
partito, clic l' raiicesco se ne venisse qui ; e Giovanfrancctco da Tolentino & 
io «e ne andasaimo a IflMia, te Measer Lorena» da Castdlo» tee. per date 
ordene quello»' avesse da fare, e poi se ne tornasse a Castello, it omnc una 
con le ptepaiazioni fitte stesse appatecchiato a tutto qoeUo, die da Messer 
Jacono, I* Aveivcscovo e Fkaacesco fosse ordinato et che ad omae nu le- 
qucim ooneimo fosse presto a far quanto per loro saiìa COWaildatOii Et 
qneaif ccdene ce fu dato tutto per d Signor cinte in itórns* ' ■■■■j 

. - • ■ '■■ ' . - ••1; 

Da poi venne nltiniamente il Vescovo de Lion, el quale ce oomandid de 

nuovo, che ad omne reqoisizion de' sopradetti fussemo apparecchiati sanza 
fare una difficoltà ai mondo j & così s' è fatto, nè mai se 'ntese niiuio loro 
oidene, ae nmi k» Sabato a doi ore di notte, è poi la Domenica mntomo an- 

Cora proposito ; & iti questa forma sono state gos'crnatc queste cose diciendo 
imperò sempre, che 1' ooor de Nostro Signore e dd Conte ci fosse raccoman- 
dato.- : Etcon quello oidene UDomienkB mattina a di iti, d* Apiìk 1478, si 

Item che tornando di Romagna, & andando a Roma, quando fu lì, Se 
parlando con Nostra SIgnorè d' altre «oae me disse t poi GiónnnlNrtiita dell* 
Arcivescovo & de Francesco, che diceva voler far unte cose, e non savessero 
mutare uno Stato come quello de Fiorenza ) ma non credo s'avesse pure ao> 
cenare tfc «te in un badl^ te «ob cmi dancktorii ttiitì cU iTcnpMci» 
con Imo* 
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Item dwi Signor Conte mi la dhto note volte, che NottwSignoR N* 

così gran desiderio della mutazione di questo Stato come noi, & M tn ìmten- XXVilL 
deste quello dice» quando seeto Inieni, dnctd quetb die <Uco io. 

Io Giotan Batista da Montesicco confesao e fo fede cttew me tutte le 
pcedette cose scritte in un foglio intero & in un altro me7.zo, c qui di sopra^ 
e quanto io ho scritto avere detto a Mcsser Jacomo qui in Fiorenza delia 
mente Ar volanià delb Saadli dd Pepa» queneootetonavetittùii^ tt b 
r i trovai presente, quando la Soa Saiitità Io dittc^ 9e tatto questo è ocriltoi» 
è di mia mano propria* 

Io Matteo Tuscano dtSflilano Gmtiero e prc t eotewiente Podestà della 

Mnptiifuà Cittì [li rior/»!i7i sono «tato presente interna colli Reverendi Patri 
in(niscriui (ut injra) che 1 prelato Joanne iiapii&ia iu detto, che quanto è 
seiiilo aopn io un fiofjilb intera» e in ua nttio mesco» e in questo» die tntd 
s' allegheranno inseme, sono ne sua propria mano, & confessò essere vero 
qaanto de sopra è scrìtto» & così ne fazzo fiede de mia propria mano, che gli 
è la propria veliti «punito in ette tcritto ae contene; a ^ 4 ilt Maggio 1 478^ 

Noti jam sunt Goajuratoies, atque eorum omnia Consilia ex ipsis con- 
joiatis. Nos modo quid inde oecnium dt, brevi pentringemus. Cum diet 
advenissrt Aprilis vigesiraus septus, qui Hestinatus erat faciuori, in Libera* 
tae Templum conjurati tectis gladiis conveneruot» horam caedi conatitutam 
npeetamee. Genveeeiat eodem & lieqoentiafjmus populus ad sacrantm 
apparadora spcctacula. Raphael cnim Cardinalis ex nepte natus Sixti Pon- 
tifids sacris solemnioribus praesidebat, accipieodus convivio a Lamentio 
Julianoque Bdedidbus post peracta sacra, quod proditores de industria cura- 
vcnat, ut eoa d in Ttn^lo perfici res non posset, domi inter epulandum 
obtruncarent. Aderant igitur in primis Laurcntius Juliaiiusque fratrcs, uf 
Caidinalem & convivaa domum reducerent. Conjurati autem ad fractionera 
Enciwriatiae, Id enim datum eignum emCt aciictit gladiis Julianum cooibdi- 
unt ante aras, cacduntquc : atquc codcm tempore altera manus, ut diversa 
apatia ctrcom Aitare faciebat* Lauxeotium adoritur, & sub auiem dcxtiam 
in coUo Tubetatw SevSi «no dementiHnmo beneficio, «z tarn diro infarton 
eb sdvumied^Bdit* Ipse quoque suae saluti fortiter est opUolatnt» tt gla« 
dido, quem ex consurtiidine Florcntinae juventutis aJ omatom gjeiebu^. 
VtiictOi daaubus viam proditoribus, in Sacrarium confugit. 
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"Eoàrrrt tcmpofe, quo id negotii suscepcrst Franciscus Salvi uus Archle- 
XXVIIL pttcopus PuaauSf cum ad id dekctis vmatU iateUiubus Paialium occupac 
Btafttt ttosttl Be Ftoicadifae Lftarttf'm doaidliMH t IbgiMntwcaadiGaiB*, 
vcnlrl sc improvisum sensisset, in deambulacra conscci.clir, illic aditibu» 
cUucit se tutatur i atqac inde Jacobom Paziam Equitcm Florentiaom im- 
nmoiiBBm fwtrickinn com globo armatorum MCuncBtw fevnlMI 
. ceajttiiltt auxilium, lapidibos cz deambulatris magnis jacdbus deturbftt, 9t* 
ectqvf Psiatio. Habct in sammo nedificii Palatium duas quasi porticus, tec- 
um alteram, sine tegumento alteram, ia raodura dupUcis foronae ad deam» 
bnhndi u»nm fabricatas, node 8e deambutieri nameD cat. E» non nodo 

ornatius faciutu P.ilativim, & commoditatcm deambulamti & sub tecto & 
sub dìo pnebent, sed bclligerandt & arcendi, unde uncle veniat, inva- 
•eitm pnleherriair bdont factiltatein. Dum igitur Magistntus hinc re* 
pngmt atque inMCtatlir lapidibus parricidas, populus, caede cognita civiom 
suorum, & Lnurcntii vulnerc, & vim inferri Magistranii, penitus furore 
incredibili & dolore arma capit, in Curiam, ut Mitgi&iratui iuccatieientf 
eonvohmiit. Priodpn ipMN|ae civiiMis, «htiie opdmaies euoeii idem Ao> 
titant. Ad aedcs Mediceas sugcndo vulneri cb veneni suspicioncm amici 
dant operara. Ad Falatktm ad eSringendum trabalibtu cidiria ictibus atgniB 
igni appositii aoccDNB Aidbu fores acerrimis imodator stodSs. Vix iiite> 
grain hotam occupatores substinuerunt impetVOi* Vieti ergo, partim pri. 
mo impetu c.icsi, partim vivi capti & conjecti in viocuh, post quacstiones 
breves pcncrunt. Johannes Baptista de Montesicco eruto» tandem e late- 
bris* per quaa paveoa dkt dMbgertty tpmt «tpn aint positi, com «a tttou 
pcrscripsissct, & sc ita scripsissc, Sc vera esse qtue scripsisjet, phiribus cla- 
rorum virorum attcstationibus corroboratum, at fieri ipse voloit, vìdisaet» 
quamquam in suprascripta co n fessi o ne ejus quaedam boms de caussii mbtiae- 
ta sint, & ea tantum apposita, quae ad Sistum Pontificem, atque Eccksiae 
Gubematores pertinent, capitis est damnatws. Sic Gives Ci^it^^que, k IÀ- 
bertas, proditorum manus effugerunt. Nam & Johannes irancucus lo- 
fcntioai, qui Imola abacns, com cspcdiiis Sini flvpos mitdftiMy iusBBft od 
dcstinatum caedi diem ferre corjiiratis autitium, quifjue jam 5n Mugellanum 
agrum descenderat, re ccgaita« unde abieratj rerertitur. Idem fadt & JLau- 
lontins Tl^iemas» qoi alio pnte cedem de caosci m Cieitme GutelB mevcne» 
^ pex sgnim discnntnt nostrum ad Senensee fioei accorrerat. Rapbael 
CardlnaKs, quern praecssc sacris supra diximas, sic procurantibus plimbus 
cÌTÌbus & Laurentio Medice imprimis, qui in tanto peiiculo suo, in tot taa- 
tieqiiie ncfiotii* tc tnmvltiboit otqiie cnuii eoofiniewi fcnab Imjw feoqao 
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uBài aon tu «Uitin, in Fiahtium peedactus, vis fwcnliM popaU ausai N<* 
fiCa Moverai scilicet Laurentium Car fi! naia t us dignitas & Sanctac Romanac XXVIfl» 
£cclesue reverentta, ut earn intactum. inviolatanuiue curaret^ ubi cum 
paucos dies publicis sumptibua bonortficendtrime fotnet, quoad popoli furor 
dangueaeaet Ac Sent fenilMlof, Roman aUit «acolumis. Quae tamen vel 
in primis practcnditar caussa, cut interdicamur sacris, S( rommutilo ndelinm 
aeparemur P Ita de bono ^ere lapidamur, il ubi gratiaii rcporta»se opottoit^ 
«nncrìtiaaime ibinumur. Tanésm quod ieeAi prodiiioae tmi meoadt, 
tentatur Ecclesiasticis ccnsuris ati]ue armis. Bellum inferrar a Sixto Ponti- 
fice Maximo & praeclaris iUis, quo» guberoationi Status Ecelegiac preposuit^ 
poa slUn ob canuam, nisi quod tndidari no* aoQ «vìmus) nam id quoque 
■ocuaat in interdictis, & de proditorìbus aiqac AncMaipiscopo Pipano smp- 
tum esse supplidum moleste fert ; qune :i\tfjn or>uss3 est interdict! Se c<'nsn- 
nnim. Quaanis quam jnste, quam pie, quam rel^ioae, £c Poatiiuahter 
factum ^1 plorinm ett docriaaimornm Jufiaeoaaultentm te CollcigkiinHii 

declaratum testimonio, & publicis cnrum scripti"! in aperto posilurn, & quod 
Palatium, Statumquc & Liberutem nostram, quae vita quoque est carior, 
ddcndirao*. Sk l^ >i H Ì fici» Cliri«tÌMi«ram madmva eRrdhn in popuhmi' 
Tdigto^imum, & illias Pontifìcalts fastìgii semper obAerrantissimum, infes-* 
tis9imu5 insurgit, jamque agrum vastat, Cactella dirìpit atque tncendit } fbe- 
ininas, marcsque tt sacrale profana loca mililari liceniiae & libidini ela^rgitur- 
Dettt iKme quandin taatam iniqotiaiem tuMineUaf Qusuid» labonmia. 
gregÌ5 tuì misereberrs, & ronfirmabìs populvti tuum? Arf te quoque ad te 
coofugimns, Federice Serenissime bnperator sentper Auguste. Memìoerig^ 
fogamflt fideliarimae viWa tose FkMaMiBe ft popuU hujua iati Saqutiat ' iaaae' 
Majestati Imperatoriae semper devotissimi. In nobis, ni faUimur, causaa 
agitar publica Cbrìstianae RcligioniS) quae dum .Sixtus suis bellum infcrt, 
versator in pencolo manifestissimo inctoriosissimis & potentissimis hoctibus 
in Ittmue Icabe ita inaidiantibua. IW est in primis rcram omaiuai 
Chrìstianarura cura. Tu quoque, Ludovice Francorun» Invictissimc Rex 
ft Chrìstianistime, vtrtutem ut excites tuam admodum necesse est, & suc- 
cofiM nhu ChfìMini» peiieliiamibuai Idem niai caetcri quoque Frindpca 
ft Pttpnli Qttìatiani fìecerint, multum d* aafatte Cbristianarum rerum dubi- 
tare cogimur. Agite igitur, agite omnes, expergiscimini jam, & capcs&itc 
rem communem ; & cum Cbristo Optimo Maximo Redemptorc & Salvatore 
nostxo, qui caussam suam.profecto non dcaeret» in coawnme consuUie.' Ex 
FlMcntia dìo JL Ideaaia Aiii;usti Mcccci.xxviii. 

Bartholomacus Scala Cancel. Floretittnus. 
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clarìtùme^ue vir taaquam fnter honoiaade. Quanto ti» 
titto d diifiaeers ho ricenito dd vwtro aearbintmocaio per due ikre mie 
lettere lo linrete potuto compreodeie. Delie cose passate & ioiecvpcfalMlì 

bisogna haver paticntia, e ben provvedere per lo advenire, il chej come pru- 
dent issimo die voi siete, sono certo el dovete farCf al che sonunameate ve 
flonfiiito & pnc|pk 

Haiei carìssiffloeueieadrisatodel fuodamento & processo de unto tradi- 
maaOf a ctu pstidoiie & a die fine wt iKcva» acdocdiè una perpetua 
memoria por me eenpia fiiM^ anaandovc a man» la ipMiieifr ér ria dii 

«THOk. 

bqmnta a Vostra Magnificentia paresse, io harci caro essere sebandito : 
potrcstf tenere quella vìa volle tenere il vo<;trri Magnifico avolo Cosmo, il 
^uale, come me significò per Messer Angelo Àcciajoio & per Messcr Ntco« 
demo Traochedìiio^ per non aprire ts via alti dtii rubdfi oidciiò» did Duca 
Francesco scrivesse una lettera a cotcsta lllustr. ComL';li^ate, demandando 
' de gratia che io fosse rebandito, & cosi a contempiatione de quello io come fo- 
leideK fiwe ncsM a pardtoi. Ha a prelato Signore per tema de perderme 
•alwbidò el tucto. De questo irtene <{uello a voi pare. Ben ve aviso, che 
io ve sarei così utile tn Firense qwBto podii amici TM habiats. Io ve Iw 
dedicato el corpo e l'anima. 

Farebbe molto per Vo trr; Magnificentia bavere in Milano Aclarito, Il 
quale è amato, & è di grande rqpatatiooc in Cwte e tra tutti i Milanesi» c 
lui aob ha la pratica e ruianiaj Vritigt M eCola n o ao..Mrii 147^. . 



N'XXX. 

K*ZXX» BaITHOLOM^US SCALA Laurcntio Medici salutem Jlcit. Suc- 
cemeo tibi ad long» tempora» mi Lautemi, meum cdumen» idest donec 

redierìs. 
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Tedìerìs. Quid enim potest esse loo^as Ì Non poMum vero non adhùrarì xxx. 

iatam forUtudinem animi tiù «tqiie ccmstantiain. Renviscit in te iDa andqua 

virtus ?c magnitudo animi, quae quanto magis nova est, magtsque aliena ab 

bis modi» & consuetudine viue» tanto est admirabilior tantoque omador. 

De me btém ìA quod ck. Nob poMvm ciee fintici nec wlita non «bai» 

tari islam delSberatìonem taanU) led edam non valde tìmere. Som vero ali» 

quot dies cxanimatus metu, & vix apud me sum : si coUcgero animum, po- 

tcris habere saniorcs litteras. Deccmviii coUcgae tui oratorcm te post dis« 

CCftSum tuum ad Neapolitanum Kegeni ttatucrunt. Idem novi quoque De- 

ccmvìri ciccrcvcrunt. Putabam autem posse id fieri a Centumviris honora- 

tius, sed qpibusdam amicis id auentare non est visum : in quorum ego sea> 

tsndam facile coaeeiali quod in tanta suspensione ■mmornm atque expecta* 

done nram qidd mdiiia factn liti, non e<t ^Màle cognoiccie. 

Galles nostros mores. Qjii novas res cupiuat, sì qui sunt, qui his mi- 
àSmt contenti tinti. oUatani occaajonem eonfnndendaniin mum avide «ccà- 
piuntk 

& ut esse magls creditll In rem communcm & tuam, si separarl tua a no$Cra> 
ìdest a publica potest, ut ego non po!>se certe scio, & sum aperte saepe te$tì- 
ficatus. Si tu adfuisses, non ita in condenda laboiatteni. 

Cui vero mirum est si sine meo solo cbc;.ecatu!! .... sine duce vager, & 
«ine mea Arcto etiam naufragem. Si scire quid cxpectas a me de rebus aot- 
ttì»t ammiun in pacem ineendenint». le fieri earn per te posse hmofatam & 
dignam civitate put.mt : ab omni nota, quae vel quid minimum obscur.iTc 
antiquam Florcntinae gpnus gloriam queat, plurìmum abhorrent. Si tu cam 
noliii confecerit c wnieniia, redihie totut «ine««i beabiiqae noa. Magna 
^ea cat in tna pmdends & anctontate. 

Regis quoque mentem non ex praesenti rerum conditione pensant, sed 
fuiBo altiaa te» ab eo gmtas St f^teraa in noe etndU neritaqne lecement. 

Quid multa dixertm ? Linguis atque animis huic fortissimo incocpto 
tao plcrique favemua. Me ubi plurimum commeudo. Vaie. £x Fiorentia 
die V. Dee. 141^ 

Ferdinanda 
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Ferdiaattdtu Rtx SkUùn LaurtiHm Mt£ei. 

XXXI. Magnifico Lorenzo KoA atle to* bote hdibeato per ciranm apoMa 
lettera del Magnifico Messer Lorenzo de Castello Oratore della Santitide Nos- 
tro Signore, quale ve nundamo intro la presente } & vidcndo quello ne $cri- 
vc»t corno ancora vui vederite, ne parse per non disturbare tanto bene quanto 
ddle eonclasion^ delle cose «^tate ae cpen, acrwer a qidsd noitil mipn ft- 
dessero fin ad altro nostro mandato: & poco spacio da poi venne ipso Messere 
Lorenzo, Ìi licet per lettera de JVlesscre Anello bavessemo visto quanto de 
bona Toluntìl h Santitì de Nostro Signore era condetcesa a tutte quelle eoo- 
ditione della pace, che ultimamente erano state mandate de Toluntà vostra 
& de* quisti Magnifici Oratori Ducali, tamen dicto Messer Lorenzo Io have 
dicto con tanta majore eiBcacia, quanto più Io have inteso per altre lettere 
Irne havttte cosi d^a dieta Sandti cono dal Conte Hkronimo. Et pttdtA 
lo possatc vedere, ve mandamo con la presente copia de quanto Messer Anello 
ne ha scripto. Benché beri la donassemo al vostro Ser Nicolò, 8c credimo 
ve la labbia cnandata: "Da po venne ci càvallan» con le tetteic de Mettere 
PruDcerallo, per le quale intesimo la ragione e cagione, per le quale a vui 
non parca dever rctnrn.tr secondo Messer Lorenzo harea scripto & mandato 
dicendo. Ei che inteso per ipso Messer Lorenzo, se ne è mostrato mal con- 
tento» dicendo, che havendo la Santità de Nostro SignoM acceptato tutto 
quello per nul li è stato scripto per gr.uiJlssImo desiderio c volantà, che have 
de questa pace, dubita grandemente, che non retornando vui, e diiatandose 
questa conclusione per qoalsevoglia respeclo» porranno fiicilmente fegtAr in^ 

convenient!, che non sol.iincnti; serrnnno causa de disturbar questa pace, ma 
- de far malcontenti tutti quelli la desiderano. £t respondendoteiì, che la 
pàrtuta vostra era stata non voluntaria, ma necessaria per le cose de TlaRiisi 
stnr in grandissimo perìculo de trabuccar a camino oMitiatio a qucUò dea* 
dera la Sant!t.ì de Nostro Signore; & nui re^posse, che considenito ci tempo 
non era disposto a navigare, & considerato a Fiorenza omne homo averà là 
inteso viù csserte partnto» tt ebe e1 tempo contrario ve ha impedito, de tìkt 
tra quisto mezzo essendo supra venuta da Nostro Signore la resposta con la 
conclusione, quale per tucti se desiderava, site retornato, acciocché alla con> 
clusione della pace non se havcssc de dar dilatione : & circa questo ve porris» 
tiro éSupx quanto ve paresse» Se etiam poirisdvo acrive» atti amiri vostri 

che 
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che bÌ5ogn«ndo per quahevoglia mpccto per tener le cose della Comunità N'XXXIi 
vostn quiete, se poteoo ajutare delle gente de Nostro Signore e nostre. 
Hm «QUoiente quella Comunità, & li amici voitrt non haveranno dispiacer* 
del]» VCMtn retomau quà, ma ne pigliaranno grandissimo conforto e conio- 
htioner prncscrtim che vul ancora II possite scrivere, che la conclusione iti 
farrà de continente, & al più urdo alla resposu, che vcncrà da MihoOi cIm 
ae aeri tia «cete dì, & die edam «e li po «crivcr, che immed i ate che! tempo 
serra disposto, vul cnncinuarete rostro camino, concluilendo clic quando 
vui non retomassivo, lui se parteria immediate. Se serra in tucto exdusa 
questa pratica ; el quale ragiomuKnto ne {nacque grandemente, 9c rimo CCr* 
ti non meno piacerà a vui. Et parendone le ragione de Mencr l4ICfUC0 
bone & clHcace, & pensando, che delLt vostra tornata quà son per seguire 
infiniti bencficii senza alcuno vostro sconcio, & del contrario infiniti mali, 
re piegamo quanto ne è posatble vogliate omntno dìqKMMffwe e per tena o p«r 
mare, corno più ve piacerà a tornare, ncciocchè ultra li altri bencficii son per 
acuire a vui & a tucti per la conclusione de questa pace e kga, quale indubi- 
tatamente se ooncloderli tmi tetornando, ae pom dir thì etaerne canea, che 
non solamente li mi&i passati per fare quello cSecto vcnissivo quà con tanta 
liberalità, non perdonando a pericoli della persona nè dello stato, ma da poi 
con non minor voluntà e promptezza siate retornato, & quisto acto a judi- 
00 Boatro i de tal natura, che credimo lo animo della Santità de Noatio 
SigTiOTc ne restarà tanto placato & satisfacto, che con alcuna altra cosa non 
lo porrissivo più satisfare } demostrarassc la grandissima sincerità & optima 
voluntà voiCra alla pece, le alla obedBentìa de Noctre S^naft;, diitinliintB 
I« pratiche de qualunca ha travagliato e travaglia alienar Noetio Signor da 
queste conclusione, che questa vostra retomata cancellerà in tucto queste 
persuasioiw & suspecti, & asserenerà lo animo de Nostro Signoic uoa io< 
lom veno nsi it vnì, mn aneom verao qnìUi IllnMiiiaimi Sigaóii «k MHann, 
•deo, che simo certi nulla cosa, che a proposito vostro sìa Se vul desiderate, 
ne porrà essere denegata } aviaandove, che non aimo fora de speranza, tos- 
nando vai, qeeati fibgnifici Amhaaóaden Docafi noa ddnaoo éUknt Im 
«tipolatiune delli contract!, petdiè alloro non è prohìbito hi ItliMilatione ma 
mollmente 1! è comandato, che tioii rontludeiidoje la jian? tru otto dì & poi 
tra quattro altri, se debiano partire, & se cosa alcuna It ha de indurre a stt« 
fidare de continente aenri h preaenda «Ntn per k» bnefieb oeito» de de 
quella conclusione se vede have de seguire a tutti questi stati : & non dubi>- 
tamo con raj^ooc se moatrarà loro possono & devono far questa caucl^tsìooc. 
Ma la pUk fin ragìoae acrtà li pmenda ti lo «pnibil» tomo ì Bc pi mw itili 
-VOI* I. 31 4 petdN^ 
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IJ* P^*^^^*-"» statini f>itt:i la concluiione, possate p.irtìre Sc tornare a Fiorciizi con 

tanta gloria c stabilità delle cose di quella £xcelsa Repubblica. A nui paie 
fagìode 8t cause per pccvoadme la vo«tra fCiomatRt 
die csscn<lo vai de tana pradentìa & iiiteUeeto» ne intendite multo più che 
nui. Solamente ve djnmo, che in s^itisfactiune de quanto havc^isemo possu- 
to, o porrimo fare tucta nostra vita in vostro beneficio, vogliate retornare 
per iare questa concluiione, la <|iia1e a judic» nostro importa taato atK 
comuni stati, che non ilubit.imo, per fuggire li contrarj cffectt, che possono 
seguire del vostro non tornare, se fussivo in Pisa, non che a Cajeta rctorna* 
riBiivD, te ve pregamo non vDqjIbte mostiaie de farla tà non allegramente 
comò ecftamenle poarfte c dbrìte, ancorché ultra lo eflecto de tanto bene è 
per seguire de la voitm retornata, la Santità de Nostro Signore habia Jc in- 
tendere lo havicc facto con jocondissimo animo. Datum in Castello novo 
Neap. 1. Mtrtii 1480. 



Srgretario delia lUustrusimo Sig» Data di CalahUt» 

N*XX X" i Al<BINO earo quanto boon fiatello. Io non so ancora giudicare, se 
le vostre de' 2 & 8. del presente mi hunno portato maggiore piacere che dis- 
piacere, pioducendomi insieme nello animo uno sviscerato desiderio della 
■gloria dd noitfo Sq{. Doca, a che ri è dato grandÌMinto princìpio per la pto- 
fligatione di cotesti cani Torchi a di 8.| & uno stemperamento che io ho, 
rht- ni Signore non venga per la animosità sua qualche sinistro caso^ Quelle 
zcrbottaiie, di che me scrivete, in mezzo delle quali spesso si trova il Signore, 
me hanno pià d' una volta impalisdìto, perchè più d' una volte ho letta la vos- 
tra lettera ad mia maggior satisfactione : se è poasiblc, Albino mio, mandateci 
spcsao dì queste nuove non miste da tanto suspetto, & confortate il Signore 
adhatenicon alla penona» Non TOgGo dire più, perchè ai stempero 
mentre che ci penso. Conservesi per Dio a le^ a noi altri sui servitori, 
& facci quello medesimo col pericolo d' altri non suo. Voi che le siete ap- 
presso, dovete procurare questo innanzi alla vita vostra, e ae non lo volete 
fiuKper voitio corno, &tdo per mio, ae mi vdete ben^ lacoonunandate- 
nialflignaRi&baiiieuobfMpoita vnetnàd^M con «emmo dniderfe 

per 
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per iateadere, che qoesto mio aaMtnle rieordo habbi giovato senza dìaiiiiii* ^"ry 

zionc alcuna di quelìo che io tengo pCT constantlssimo, & questo è che pres- 
to ci Signore habbi ad reportare la laurea di cotesu expugtutume : orsù aspet- 
to enene nggM^g^ ali» giocnts d« td. FIORdtbede 18M1U1481. 



N»xxxnf. 

M. Atuilmo Caideroni, Araldo itila Signoria di Firenze mandatt a Cttm 

if MitdSte» 

Da test» a penna della Libreria Laurenxiana, 
SONETTO. 

O LUME de* terrestri cittadini, jj» 

O chiaro specchio d' ogni mercataute» XXXIII. 

O mo amico a tnrf opere sante» 

O ^eiaosa de' grandi, & de piccini 1 
• • * - 

O toccoiw d' ognun che Uaogoante, 

O de' popìIU, c vedovi aitante, 

O forte scudo de' Toscnn rnnfini ; 

O sopra ogn' altro a Dio caritativo, 

Plnidcitte} tc iwp eratet i^into^ e {onc^ 

O padre al buono Se pidrigno al cattivo^ 
O di somma pietate largho porte, 

O adftfRoio d' ogn' acto lascivo t 

O ta che rende per mal buone aorte f 
Dobbiam fino alla morte, 

Per Cosimo Se Lorenzo tucti noi 

Bover, fteguc Idfio aenpre per voi. 

JJi Maeitrg Nicceh Cieco per epso Cosimo di Idtduim 

SONETTO.;. \: i 

O DELLA nostra Italia unico lUlii^ 
O Cicerone in arti oratori^ ^ 
O nuovo Tito Livio air alte IisMoiie^ 
O fior d' ofid poetico vdomel 

31a Ovoi 
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O albergo dì tuctc le memorie, 
O cb' alle muse hai dato eteme glorie» 
O di pIdoMpIni tecto de ptnme I 
lo COTTO a voi come cervo a chlar fonte, 
A tormi sete, & viver più contento. 
Perchè la patria è sì ingrata al Mio nato i 
m nato exalta ki con voglie pronte ; 
Et chi ne sostien morte, & eh! tormeoti» 
Et io ne 60 parlar che T ho provato. 



N»xxxnr. 

MimJii BuniìdU, 
Da HsU a futa» àet ite. xv. 



N* totto «1 centro- das la Europia dgne» 

'""^^ Italia è Reina incoronata, 

SccunHo ci;; pe' savi si distingua ; 
il frutto che la ciba, et ticiK oriula, 
F h poipon ««la di Teaoaaa, 
Di Sor* d' ali«, et gigli seminata : 
Lo specchio in che costei «i mira, c vana» 
Si è Ftortnxa terra sopra marte. 
Che strignc ogni terrena etri lontana. 
Perche eglic guida, et fuor di molte parte 
Si manda per rifar lo studio athcnc, 
ftloha Ma imbaMcda, ooo Kbri* et carte» 
O quanta nobil gente si mantiene 
In questa vaga et beUa imbascctìa» 
Con poco senno le lor mend piene» 
8e ti piacessi lettor, pregherin 

Cho ti agustassi d' està gente el nome, 
Se Tttoi avere alquanu giullcria. ur' c. 
" • • • 



Maestà» 
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Maestro mio se a dirmi non se' lasso, N« 
Io te prieglio per dìo che ancor mi dica* XUQV*. 
£ nomi di questi altri apasso apasao. 

Et egB • ne: cP imm mi IMcIta» 

Et presto ti farò da loro contento, 
Villano è quello eh' a te uuUa di«dictuu 
Rivoglanci dbi^ egli al nostn» armenlO', 
£t mostrerotti uno nuovo fcsoe mediclio» 

Crp-Tnlf <!i carne, e ó\ poco sentÌmetUO| 
Ne akiuncnte a chi teme il sollctiduv 

Chi k» tocha per motti io fa riden^ 

Tal fecie a me quel maestro fanietidM* 
Con io la vidi, ««detti dividete 

Le nda natcdla, per troppo ledtta» 

Tal che Scr C'igì diaset non ti oecìdeie-; 
Et fa di tanto ridere rrsasscritla. 

Che tu vedrai vcnixe diricto a lui, 

GeMo che rìdesaì più eh' a divisi» 

Se vuoi sapere ci noruc di costuii 

(Maeatrp Antoim Fakutci cgl' è chiamato^ 

Ch'a ogni «de gli paion tempi buoi] 
Costui è ai perfÌBtt0 smemorato» , 

Che se toccaitse el polso al campanile» 

Sonando a' festa non l'aiia trovato. 
Et non ostante che sìa tanto vile, 

Egl* ha morti più hiiofTìini a suoi gioniì^ 

Che la spada d'Oliando «gnorile. 
Dagli licenza, et iB eKe iMn fi «end} 

Però che dove sta vtfa morta. 

Con suoi nuovi sciloppi, e» mssufloni» 
Et io al mcdiooi, trovate ia via, 

Qwato pia tolto mgKe itale ateoe. 

Et fate a noi di voi gran caretta* 
Qjiale colui che dal capo alle rene 

Porta gran pesò, et hit £i gin in lodw^ 

Così fe quel medico di sene: , 
Con MO già di vergogna cafCO^ 

ft iMi;«glialtaa fÌBairarici4snMM» > 

Da 
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Bernard:! Pulci a Lor. MiSd* 

SONETTO. 

Natura per se fa il verso gentile, 
XXXIT, Stitdio le rime, & ricche le 'nv-enxioni ( 

V<fe fdenie tolran k qui«tiom, 
£1 dOectani poi & il dolce itilet 
Amor rirpcgno sempre fa socttlp. 
Dote dal Ciclo, privilegìi, & (ioni, 
SonqucMii bendie aìói molte cagimil. 

Che fanno un dir superbo, l'altmi httmiiti 
Diversi casi fanno il dir diverso ì 

QgM^ amor, & loMima, • dir ti «triglie^ 

C cdoci tcmpetni con 
Chi pensa il vero e poi compone il tOW>i 

Etemo con la penna si dipgine. 

Che poi BoieiMb Im pUk «ipotaiìoiw. 

SONETTO. 

NUOVA Influenza dalle Muse piore. 
Novellamente & ho cangiato stile, 
Ca^on di quel Signor, vagho et gentile* 
Che per CdìMo fè tninformw Giofc 

Così amore d'an esser me rinuorc, 
Libero sendo : in acto hora terrik, 
EcUHM* èiO'M cnidd, quutf io bollile* 
Cele! che favellando i sassi muove» 

Sonetto mio, a Cafoggmlo andrai, 
PkeK helf dietiedciiel mugello. 
Dove tu trovali Lcmtz« nostro ( 

Et con grun riverenza porgi a quello 
Questi altri tuo oootocti ) it sol dirai 
pMeme ■ «ni Btnmét voflNb 
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Al Sig. Jat^ Faeeiolatit a Padiva, 

La hettOA H Principe Federigo d'Angont mi h« dato lame, per venire in N* 
chiaro dell* estere e del nome del compilatore della vostra Raccolta di Rima- ZXXVL 
tori antichi, e del tempo, in cui ella fu fatta. £ quanto ai tempo, si dice 
quasi nel cominciamciito di essa, che trovandosi Federigo nella PUana Città 
jm/ postato anno, ed essendo entrato col raccoglitore in ragionamento intorno 
n qucf;Ii, cht: nella volgar 1 ngua avcano scritto, mostrò d'aver desiderio, che 
per opera di lui tuttt quegli Scrittori Io fossero insieme in un medesimo volumt 
taeatti, 0 tempo in cai Federigo andò in Toscana, fu nel tt^S^. come si 
ha da Scipione Ammirato nell' Istoria Fiorentina torn. III. pag. 93. nè si 
trova, che In altro tempo egli facesse quel viaggio. J^a raccolta dunque ne 
fa fatta V anno seguente, cioè nel 1465. TTn anno Ai impiegato nel lària, « 
non senza molta fatica, da chi si prese il carico di soddisfare alle instanze di 
quel Signore. Dell' cssfre del raccogliere, due tndi^j mi porge la medesi- 
ma Lettera : l'uno che e' fosse persona di qualità e d' alto rango, poiché 
ì* espressioni, con le quali tratta con un Prìncipi figliuolo c fratello di Re» 

e che poscia fu Re di Napoli anch' egli, non convcrrebbono a persona pri- 
vata e di biis* sfera, ma bensì ad una, cbo non conosce supcriore, c che 
parta da grande e per naaeità e per fitrtnna. L'altro tndizb si è, che questi 
fosse Toscano, p<delit parlando qniri dei Rimatori di queiU nasione, li no- 
mina semplicemente co<\ !' ;!j»;»>(!n.to <li >i7stri. Tutte queste però non sa- 
rebbono, se non semplici coughxtturc, e. lontane per farci credere, che il 
tscGoglicore fosse stato Lurmà» H Mtéiei il Mifgt^nt il qaak era, come 
sì sa, di qudl' alta famiglia e grandezza in Fircn7e sua patria, e che nel 14(55. 
era d'anni 17. o 18. stante l'esser lui nato nel Gennajo del 1448. Ciò 
che mi ha indotto a dirlo fÌBncamente, qual precedentemente vel dissi, per 
Lorenzo de* Medici, si è quel tanto che si legge nel fine della suddetta sua 
lettera al Principe d'Aragona. Hahhri"!-: -ir!': FSTRliMO sh! Hho (ptr- 
thi cosi ne pare tt piacesse) aggtuutt aLum Ueìii NOSTRI SONETTI t 
CANZONE, «it fuim bggmh u rimMnelS »tUà im meirte Ui mia ftJk, 
t amore insieme verso tu tua Signoria. Ripigliato adunque per mano il vos- 
tro bel Codice, ed esaminatelo ben bene verso il line, ho ritrovato, che 
Foltimo compooimcttto c» aome dì autore en alla pag. 2?}. a. un Smetto 
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del Neiaro ^aeopo da Lentino, Poeta notissimo Siciliano, vivuto però du- 
XZXTL geaf anni akneno prima deli* anno 1464. onde eonclon, die qoeiti non p»> 
teva esser 1' autore d'una Raccolta» dove .stavano registrati i nomi, e i com> 
ponimenti di tanti Poeti vivuti ne' due secoli susseguenti. Piacciavi ora dare 
un' attenta occhiata alla fcg. 284. e anche alle susseguenti sino alla fine del 
Godìcet e vedfetei che le Rime quivi trascritte umo tutte di va anoniiiio 
raccoglitore, che a veruna de esse non lia voluto apporre ì\ suo rome, come 
ne por l'ave» apposto dia sua Lettera proemiale: onde alla fa^r. 285. 2. 
makaieiite i itito riempiuto un piociel vaeuo^ con teeente indìioitnH ed 
nome di Notar Jmmj il quale sarà bene che nd facciate radere intenineii- 
te. Dopo ciò messomi a leggere I componimenti del predetto anonimo rac- 
coglitore, venni subito in sospetto, che questi esser potessero del suddetto 
Ltnrenzo i e però tolto per mano il volume delle 8oe Pcau ve/gari, stampa- 
te in Vinegia in casa dì figlìttsii di .Aida nel 1554. in cttax», vi ritrovai tutti 
quasi i componimenti, cioè i Sonetti e la Canzone, che stanno nel Manos- 
critto, toltone le cinque ultime Ballate, o eb Camsoni a bollo, die una 
forse in altro volume con quelle del Poliziano e di altri stampate: di che non 
mi sou potuto accertare, per esserne senm Dopo ciò credo che noa vi 
riniiRi dubbm alcuno intomo a quanto vi gerissi. Può euece^ che io ni 
risolva a dime qualche cosa, se mei permette, in una delle mie Annotaskmi 
aU' Eloquenza Italiana del fu Monsig. Footauini, le quali a quest' ora sa- 
lebbono terminate, se le mie frequenti e lunghe iadi«poeiziom non mi avea- 
ttr eottictto ■ lOipendenie il lavora. Vi ho recato un hingo ledio!, c però 
leoa^ alira pMM a disfìi che JiTemcnoieMnoemò «empie.*.. 



N? XXXVU. 

EupitH det P^tiam^ 

N» O TRIOFANTE sopra ogni altra bdla» 

XSSm Gentile, onesta, & gratiosa Dama, 

Ascolta ci canto, con che ti favella 
'Colui, die «opra ogni altra COM t* amai 
Perche tu sci la sua lucente stellai 
Et giorno, e notte il tuo bel nome cbiama» 
Principalmente a salutar ti manda. 
Poi mille volle ti li ffMcamnb. 

Et 
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£t póegat! umllnieM^ cfae tu degni N» 

Coosidciar la tua perfetta fede, XXXVIL 

£t che qualche pietà nel tuo cuor r^nti ' 

Come a tanta bellezza si richiede i 

Egli ha veduto tnillc, c mille segni 

DeUa tuo gentilezza, & ogn' or vede, 

Oi non cbieJc alivacl tuo kàcì m^ggett»» 

Se non veder di quei segni l'effetto. 
Sa ben, che non è degno, che tu l'ami 

Non n'è d^no vedere i tuoi belli ochi. 

Massime aveado tu tanti bei dami. 

Che par che Ognun solo ci tuo bel viso adocU* 

Ma perchè sa, che onore, & gloria t' ami, 

E Mòni iwoo alCM finadie, o finocU» ' 

Et lui sempremai cerca farti onore. 

Spelea per questo entrarti un dì nel cdre. 
Qod dw non si conosce, e non si vede. 

Chi l'ami, o chi l' apunt mai non troava, 

E di qui nasce, che tanto suo fede, 

Non seodo coooactiita, non gli giova. 

Che tvovciìi vc^ bdfi oocU bmimJc, 

Se tu facessi di lui qualche pruova ; 
Ognun zimbella, ognun guata, e vagbeg^, 
V sol per feddtà cmo di greggia. 
EwpoMHiindZiafaKM 
. Trovarsi teco sanja gelosia, 
Sanza paura, biai,2 mua sospetto, 
E lacceamti bum pana riè} 
MiOe, e mille sospiri uscir dal petto, 
£ i tuo bcglt occhi lagriffiu faria, 
E te MpBMì bn aprire U no cnoce 
Ne crederebbe acquistare el tuo amore. 
Tu sei de' tuoi begli anni ora in sul fiore. 
Tu sei nel colmo della tua bellezza, 
» 8e di donarla non ti fai onofe. 

Te la terrà per forza la Tccchieza, 
Che '1 tempo vola, e non si arreston I'mc, 
: ' ^ ' Eh ka« ilaitti flvn -anwna* 
«PI* i, 3 K Dunque 
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N*» Dunque allo amance tuo fanne Un -pMWbM^ 

^'^^^^ Chi non fa, <iuando può, tardi »i yen. 

Il tempo fogge, e tu fuggir Io la««i, 
Che mm Im el mondo la pià cara ce«a, 
E se tu aspetti cfi'l M^jigio trnpissi, 
invan cercherai poi di cor la vota j 
<^ad die MB «i Ci ^MMtD, nwi ^ IM, 
Or che tu puoi, non istar più pensosa. 
Piglia il tempo che fugge pd <iii£btto, ' 
FliibB dÉt tata qaakho Mm joapeti». 

Egli è ocSo infra due pat OlvppOirtMoy 
£t non sa, se si dorme, o se s' è detto, ' 
O tegli è sciolto, o segii c pur legato, 
Ddk cdpa^ D wp i t«tef»lwWD» 
Hai tu piacer dì tenerlo impiccato? 
O tu l'afibga, o tu taglia il o^nest»; 
Non più per dio, qiMils«ciikgki>llMtonj| 
O ta atBBdt ornai ranco, o'Mi iO'MfMIb 

Tu lo pasci dì frasche, e di parole, 
Di risi, e ceaiii, c dì Tctcidie, e tento, 
£ dì, che gli vuoi bene, e dieti-^nolB 
Di non pntfrlo far, Damn, rfìnteotOrt 
Ogni oo«a è possibile a chi vuole, 
Fteri^ *J fuoco llv«ri«i.^ace 4raiti^ : 

Non più pratiche, ornai fdccìù Ifopia, 
Prima che affitto questo jU'flcoooCla 

Ch'cgliluMibaraMii, e poMoiaiao^ 
St gii doveaai esser cavato il orare, 
Dì ccfcsrr ofrnì via, dgni^rte^ e modo* 
Fa corre i fnuti tua^ di di tanto adSMine» 
8ciorfM»a»MMiiii,joÉ|^liMii|>n|«nmli» 
Pur tempre intende salvarti l'onore, 

e loosmcn, Dj>nn,idKiaiKÌie 4aiagaBÌ 
Varmim ìÈòìàSbtto <i iamémkm, 

Z M tu por toatasai tpet^panra 

Di non perder h perfetta fzma, • ' 
Usa qui l'arte, e poi inoko beo ovtt,. > 

.«•fi*» 
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S* egli c discreto, non ntar più dura, H* 
Che già tà acnopre, quanto più 8Ì Impuiu} SSKVIL 
Con da' nodi, tniova qualche nezo^ 
C «M tCMR frappo il cavai reio. 
S« tu guardUn a psrolr di fmì, 
le direi. Dama, che tu ioui aciocca» 

aanno ben tìpreadeie e peccati. 
Ma aon si accordi Ìl resto colla bocC4} 
E ttttti tuta d'una pece macchiati. 
Io ho cantalo pur, tara a cài tocca. 
Poi quel proverbio del DUtoIo è TClO) 
Che non è ron" ?! cHptgnc nero. 
£ nou ti diè tanta bcHczza Iddio, 
Pttcbè la tenga tempre aaooaa b Mno^ 
Ma perchè ne content! a! parer mio 
£1 servo tuo di fede, e d'amor pieno; 
Ni Cfcrfar «I, dw «ria ycMatti^ ' ' 
Pcv «ter d'altri, u(cìr «n f^ò del fieoo^ 
Che w ne dai a lai quanto è basran-/^. 
No» si vuol gktar via, quel che t'avanza. 
EgH4 fur meglio, ae più a Di» aceoMo 
Far qualohe bene al po>TTri nrTinvato, 
Che ha per aet at e oci^ivip conapetto» 
. Onto per M «t fla nniM«MSK« * ' 
Datti tre volte della man nel petto* 
fx dì tno colpa, di questo peccato, 
S non vuol troppo, e basta che raguaoli 
Sotto U rncMa tnadi qw^ raimimli. 
Et però. Donni, rompj un tratto il ghiicr'o, 
Asa^gia anche tu «I frutto dell' amore i 
Quando rtmaBioliie il ali poi in hiaccio, 
D' aver tanto ind^^aio an dolore » 
Qae$A fluritì non ne sanno straccio, 

non hanno sì infiammato el cuore ; 
Còea desiderata assai più g^OMi, 
E noi rrri^i, fanne pur la prova; 
Questo mio ragionare è un Vangelo, 
Io f te «oatai» àpattaMciite «utvt 

%K% So 
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So die wXf oovo tu eono«d U pelo, 

E sapranno hrn mrre d ver construttot 
£ s' to aro punto di favor dal cielo, 
Fone ne neoeri qualche buon fvottoi 

Fatti con Dio, che *l troppo dire offende. 
Chi è saTìa, e discreu, pretto imenile. 



'-."j.T • 
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' Stamu di Fnmttm Btrm,, 

•'I' I' •■ ■ r'; : Tj-^F; lù 

Quivi «n non m» cone^cipkil»' ■::> iVi 

Un certo buon compagno FiorealiiHST 
Fu Fiorentino c nobil, ben che nato '0 
Faste il padre e nutrito in Catcntino^ 
Dove fl pedie di lai pao tempo aMttJ 
Scndo, si fece quasi cittadino, 
^^ tolac moglie e s' taccatò In fiibbieoa 
Ck* ilu Tanhmfé Aia» netto antiM. 
Costui chi'o dico alF Ao^ofeeeiiio nacque. 
Che c famoso castel per quel Masetto, 
Foi tu condotto in Firenze, ore giacque 

i didamiOTe anni pOTerctto, 
A Roma andò da poi com' à Dio piacque 
Pie» di molu speranza & di concetto , 
Vva certpHtio patente Cardinale, - r > 
Che non gli fece mai ne ben ne male. 
Morto luì, stette con un suo ^Rpote, 
Dal qual trattato fu come dal Zb» : - 
Onde le bol|e tmvandosi vote ■.<.: ■ ■ > 
Di mutar cibo gli venne disio, 
Et sendo all'hor le laudi molto note ; ) 
D'un che «eniffft il YkMÌo di Db 



In certo officio che chiaman Datnrio, 

Si poK à star con lui per Secretano. XXXVIIL 

Di persona era grr.ndc, lingro & schietto, 

JLvoghe & souil Ic gambe forte haveva. 

El naso grande, el vÌM largOj tt Stretto 

Lo spatio che le cìgii^ dhidsip, . 

Concavo l'occhio haveva azurro & nettOy 

La batba folta quasi il nascondeva 

Se riiwene portata, ma il padnjoe 

Haveva con le barbe aspra quistiooc. 
Nessun di servitù già mai si doUe 

Ne' pio ne fa nimico di otMtuI, 

Et pure à consumarlo il Diavol tolse. 

Sempre il tenne fortuna in forza altrui. 

Sempre che comandaigli il padron volse 

Di non servirlo VCIUM VOfCs i lo^ 

Voleva far da se non comandato, 

Com' un pli coouiidava era spacciato. 
CMoe, BNiddie, ioni, mmbI, k fca^ ' 

Gioche, nessuna sorte di piacere 

Troppo il movea, piacqnngli i cavalli 

Anaù, ma si gamn éd federe. 

Che modo mm hsfoi da comperaili, y, 

Onde il suo sommo bene era in jacem . 

Nudo, lungo, disteso, e1 suo diletto ■ . , 

Era non ht mai nulla, & «tarai lii letto. 
Tanto era dallo scriver stracco & morto. 

Si i membri e i sensi haveva strutti & arsi> 

Cile non aapeta in jSk tranquillo pòrto, 

Da così tempestoso mar ritarsi, 

Ne pitt conforme antidoto & conforto 

Dar i tute fatidie, dw lo ttarn. 

Che starsi in letto & non far mai oieot^ 

Et cosi il corpo lifaie & la nette. 

• ■ . ■ -.,1.. - • ■.• 

ftMtl 
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t>* HBNCM BA BAEBBUNO. 

Per una dama che mi strugge il core, 

Ch' ogn' otta eh' !o \n sento ricordare 

El cuor ni brilla, c par che gli esca foce. 

Ella non trova di bellezza pare 

Con gV occhi getta fiaccole d' amon» 

io sono stato in città e castella 

Et' tini bon vtilt giiom tnitt> iMSlta 

Io sono stato a Empoli al mercato, 
A Prato, a Monticelli, a san Casciano: 
A Celle, a Poggibonzì, a San DonìhOj, 
Et quinamonte insino a Dicoitiado:' 
FIgIhie, Castelfranco ho ricercato, 
San Pier, el Borgo, Monugna, e Gagliano : 
Pid bet mercato die adi mondo sbt 

E* a Barberi n dov' è la Ncncla mia. 
Non ?ìdi mai fanciulla tanto lioocsta, 

Nè tanto MTtamente tìlevata i 

Non vidi mai la più pulita tetta, ' 

Nè sì lucente, ne si ben quadrata : 

Eli ha due occhi che pare una fesu 

Quando ella gì' alza; e che eUa ti guata: 

£t in quel mezo ha el naso tanto belJo^ 

Ow par proprio bucato col succbtella 
Le laUm roaae pàoa di corallo, 

E havri drcnto duo filar di denti. 

Che son più bianil i cf c quei di cavaUo, 

£t d' ogni lato ciu lì ha più di venti: 

ht gole bianche paion di ctìataUo^ 

Scnz' altri lisci ovver scorticamenti -, 

Et in quel mezjso eli' è come una rosa 
Qioiido MQ lit nmn hdh coH^ 

Ben- 
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Ben si potrà teaer arvenfunMOf jgp» 

Che Jia marito di sì bella mopHc • ^-aTlKiy, 

Ben si potrà tener in b|«on dì nato 

Chi Mi qwl FiondiM mmr ibglUt 

Ben si potrà tenersi consolato) 

Che «i «eatenti tutte le «ue voglie 

ly aTCr'ì»4ltRcia e tenersela ia braccio, 

Morbida, c Mmca, che parciun cttgiMuÀl. 
Io t* Lo agguagliata alta Fata MorglUft - ' ' 

Che mena Kco tanu banmia ) . 

Io t'asMinigKo'dhiMlhjHiQa, i 

Quando apparìaoe alla capanna Mia { '^^ 

Più chiara ae'icbe acqua di fontau* '-'O 

EfMP |iid éétte «he b Mblragie ' 

Quando ti sguardo da sera, o mattina, •' 

fiu bianca «e* che'l fior della farÌM* ' > 
EIT ha due occhi tanto nibacuori 

Ch' «Oa tnégue c6a-HA m mé»i '■ 

Chiunehe la rede convien che a' innamori ; 

£U' bail mìo cwofC fiù ch'un ciottol dmo: 

Et •enpN'lw aloè tamigliajo «PamidaU 

Che da qnegK oMlKlMIlIfNtì €w^' ' 

Ma dia guarda aenipw questo Se quella. 

Per modo tal che mi strugge il «ewdio. 
■ * • ■ >;fT v.i»» : l'I 

Nencir>72a mia chi' yo sabato andare 

l' ino a ii iorcnza, a vender duo amnelle 

flHatliB|i gi e'dicnii»yo<i ktf «-ligltaK, 

In mentre che paseevan le tiltBe. 

Procura ben se tt-pesso arrecarf, ' 

0«efti vtoel di^<jo tteiachi eavcUe, 

O liscio, ò biacca dttÈU>.«n*cntoeàiip, 

O dì spinetti, o d'agori un quatÒ^nOi 
£11' è direttamente balldtina: 
Ch' elh ai landa eon'una caprettai 
Et gira pili che ruota di mulina, 
£t dassi delle man nella scarpetta, 
Quand* ella compie el ballo ella a'iaditni, 
Ftai Mena iodrieto c duo tratti icanAiettti 

a Db 
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db fa le più belle riverenze 
mcxiX. Che gnuna cittadina di Firenze. 

Che non mi chiedi qualche zachcrellat 
Che eo n' adopri di cento ngwAt 
O uno intaglio p<?r h tua gonnella 
O uncin^lif o magliette, o bottoni| 
O pel tuo CHnicbtlo mn acandia, 
O cintolin per legar gli scufTioni, 
O voi per ammagliar la ganunutrina 
Una cordella a seta cileatrìna. 
Se tu Tolessi per portare al collo 
Un corallin di que* bottoncin rossi 
Con un dondol oel mezzo, arrechcrolio, 
Ma dlnuni ae gli vuoi pieeell^ o graaii, 
E s' so dovessi trargll dal midollo 
Del.fusol della gamba, o degli altr* oasi, 
E a* io dottati impegnar la gonodia, 
r te gli anecherò, Nencia mia bella. 
Se mi dicessi, quando Sieve è grossat 
Gctud dentro, i' mi vi getteria } 
E io'dofcan morir di peicoaaa* 
H capo al muro per te batteria ; 
Comandami, se vuoi, cosa eh' i' possa, 
E noa li fwitar de* fatti mia s 
Io so che molta gente ti promette, 
Fanne U prova d' un pa' di scarpette. 
Io mi sono avveduto, Kenda bella, 

Qi' un altro ti gaveggia a mio diapeltDl 
£ 8* io JovfJ-ji trirpli \e budella, 
£ poi gittaiie tutte inlurua tetto } 
Tu •ai, eh* io porto alialo la cel icll af 
Che taglia, e pugne, che par un diJetto, 
Che ^ io d trovassi nella mia capaima, 
I» gliek càcceiei pili 4* oa» apaoiii. 



moMfo 



Digitized by Gopgle 



Tuoxra m Mem s éMuma^ 

QtMNT I beli» giorinesza» 
Cbt n fngge tnttarht 
0& VOoT «Iter lieto sìa, 

Di do man non ci c certczsSa 
Quest' c Baccoj e Ariamiay 
Belli, e l'oa ildf alno «danti I 

Perchè '1 tcmpm fuggt, e*ngini]% 

Sempre insieme stan contenti ; 

Qgeste Ninfe, e altie genti 

Sono allegre tuttavia : 

Chi vuol' esser lieto sia, 

Di (ioman non ci è certezza. 

Questi lied Satiret^ 
Di"l!c Ninfe innamorati ; 
Fer caverne, e per boschetti 
Han lor posto cento agnati : 
Hor da Bacco liicaldati. 
Ballon salttm ttittarta : 
Chi vuol' esser lieto sia: 
Di domaa ma ci è entena* 

Queste Ninfe hanno ancor caio^ 
Da loro essere ingannate { 
Non pnon far* i Amor riparo. 
Se non genti rozze, ^ ngnlC» 
Hors insieme mr-'colate» 
Fanno festa tuttavia : 
Chi ▼ttoP esser lieto sk. 
Dì doman non ci c certezza. 

Questa soma, che vien dretoji 
Sopra f Anno, è Silenot 
Cosi veocbiOf è dm, e lietOk 
Già di cartir , e A' anni pieno : 
Se non può star ritto, almeno 
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^> " Rwie, e gode tuttavia : 

Chi vaoT euer lieto, da. 

Di doman non ci è certezza* 
Mida vien, dopo costoro. 
Ciò ^e tocca, oro diventa } 
£ che giova haver tesoro» 
Poi che rhuoni non si contenta f 
*' ' ■ - Che dolcezza vuoi che senta. 

Chi ha sete tuttavia? 

Clii vuol' esser lieto sìa. 

Di doman non ci è certezza* . 

apra ben orecchi^ ' 
Di doman nessun si paschi} 
Oggi siam giovani, e vecchi, 
Liieti ognun icnuzàac, e maschi : 
Ogni triatO'pemier caadri» . 
Facciam festa tuttavia : 
Chi Tuoi' esser lieto aia . 
doiban non ci t-ceittzza* 
Donne, e giovanetti Amanti^ 
Viva Bacco, e viva amore; 
^ Ciascun suoni, balli, e canti» 

Alda di dolcezza il core t 
Non fatica, non dolore, 
Quel c'hà esser, convìen sia : 
Chi vuol' esser lieto sta, 
Di doman, non ci è certeSMl 
Quant' è bella giovinezza 
Che is fugge tuttavia ì ' 
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CANZONE A BALLOt 

Di, Lit, Di MtikU 

Ben venga maggio» N*ZIX 

E'l gonfalon selvag^o» 
Ben venga Primavera, 

Ch' ognun par che innamoii } 

B voi donzelle a edùtta 

Con li vostri amadori. 

Che di rose, e di fiorì 

Vi fttebeUe 3 miggb* 
Venite alla frescura 

Dclli verdi arbusceUit 

Ogni bella è sicura 

Fta tanti daiii%[dli» 

Che le fiere, e gì' uccelli 

Ardon d'amor il maggio; 
Od è giovane, e bella, 

Dd» mm w punto aoeiba ' 

Che non si rinnn%'el1a , 
L'età come la T hcrba. 

NcNoin stia mpeil». 

All' amadore il rna^b» 
Ciascuna balli e canti 

IM qneita ediieniiuwtia: 

Ecco e dodici amanti, 

Che per voi vanno in giostra 

Qual dura allor si mostra 

Fari tfiorire il maggio» 
Per prender le donzelle 

Si son gl'amanti armati \, 

A* voatii imaBoiatl I 

Rendete e cuor Furati, 
Non fate guerra il maggio. 

3t.« CU 
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Ad altri doi4 d core : 
Ma chi ì-, cjue! che voi» ì 
K Y Angioiel d'amore, 
Gie Ykm t htt '^Momm 

Con voi donzelle al ma^ìo» 
Amor ne vicn ridendo 
Con rose, e gigli M» tmMit 
E vien di voi caemtok 

Fategli o kfMe ff*tai 
Qual sarà li più p»«ta 

Ben venga il peregrino, 
Amor che ne CAinandi } 
die al tuo amante it c«ÌM 
Ogni bella ingriltandt } 

Che le zitelle, e ^andi} 
S' innamoran di maggio. 



JagMiet Pk«t Miratu UHHfHk dùStù 

N-XLIL LeGI, Laurenti Mcdice, Rhytlimo3 tuo», qix» tiW Ycroacula: mus« per 
• «tatem tenera» .«gge.8crunt. Aguo,» m^m^ & g„t.Mjm kphM 
fccturam. xtati. te»Se opo. «« .g«o.L Q.» ««« i» tilU Rbyd»». & no- 
mocw vcrsuum junctura saltaatcs ad nui»cium giat.as non peresens^ t ? qui» 
in cnnoro Jiccndi genere & modttltito e.««nte» "on audut f q«.s m 

Upore non affectato, hUari argutia, mMi. m»^ ^ Uleeebnj. «un» 
candMeb prudenti dUpositione, in gMwM «enaibu, es pcutralibus ph,- 
losophix erutis!adolescentem hominem agnojcat ? Scio profecto me non 
esse in hoc albo, nec eum qui hue aaccadam, id«t. ^Aj^^ 

... «-^ » « ■IiiIiiiimmìii auod de iMw sentio. 

Sed vellcm dici posse ext» «tttpicto» MKttBPmi qiwo « 

Dkaem profecto non esse vetercm acripiorena, quem ui hoc genere dicendi 
kmgo «rtmailo aoo antecewern. Quad m pntei dktum ob grat.am, a^ 
3 
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•Ml tibi hujiuce Mtutts «Mkn^i bmu. Swnt apud tos duo pnecipuc cele- N*SLII> 
brati poetx Florrntinae lingua, Fnnciscus Petraniha, & Dante» Aligerìosi 
de quibas illud in univenum ttin pracfatus e*se ex eruditU, qui res in Fnn- 
«liM, veiba In Dmim dct W ww t i in «• quimcntam liiÌKat ir auns neuttiiK 

d^sideraturum, in qno non sit vidcre, an res oratione, an verba sentcntiii 
magia illastrentur. S«d expendamui velut in librili particulatim uniuacu» 
jttiqne aicrita. Fhdicticiis quiden ai Mvhrimt» q«od «ttinet ad wenmu, 
qni« earn dubitet nitro herbam tibi thturum ? adeo tu & acutu» semper, 
gfVKjs & sttbtiiis, ille vero de medio plurimum afripiena, seotcnòas colocat 
veitiis, & que stmt gregaria egregia facit genere dicesds ) io quo trideainiu 
quid tibi tile, quid tu illi pnestes. Io quibusdam dukior appaioerit, scd 
mihi ilUus dulcedo (ut ita dixerim) dutciter acida & sunviter austeri. Ilk- 
ftujits & sqitabtliter deUoiens, tu majettate, & quidam vìvaci luce orationis 
anìnm pentriogeo*. In Ilio amhìrioia te nìoda, ia te neglecta podiM qaaa 
afièctata dilìgentla. llle tener Se mnllìs, ni masculus 2c torosus. Illc vo- 
hibiUt it caaortw» tu pieasuc, pleous, firmut, & tnodulatuc. llle forte le» 
pidÌBr» ta cene anplior ti eraeiìair. Ule funtior, sed Ca novoMor. Id 
iUo e«t, quod amputes, in te nihil redundans & nihil coitom. Sed Coite 
audacu!uE, qui tollendum aliquid de Ilio discrim. At it.» est certe, ita mul- 
vidctur, quorum judicio con&do : natn meo nihil i cum sarpe sit viderc 
p wa wtf i n iàviiif qnod Adakici peccabeut» ideal iafiutcìantem «erba quaA 
riiTiaa cxplcat, adhibentemque, r-c-n plcr.:.; ."e conciiinas, ncn ut exor* 
OCnt, sed ut suttiocaut quasi tibicincs, carmen ne claudicet. In te om- 
nia Toba oon mim» in re neoeMiia» quam in omatu grata, ita ut qui ex te 
dnbat* amttkt; qui ex ÌHo^ tondat & rcpurget. Quod si demus (qtiod 
nunquara dnbo) lepidiora esse quK illc scripserit, & comptiorn tuis, facile id 
foit prsestare hominem, cui non essct cum ipsis Kosibus labor & pugna. 
At lue illae aarei> tubtiles» Ir (nt una dixerim v«Ao) Laamitiaaie «»• 
tcntia:, vlx dici potest, ut cahmistros rcspu.int, & ìstos fucos non libenter 
admittant. Quas ilk tractaadas si iiabuitsct, quem mollcni legimns, niti- 
dum & jneondsm, legeremus eqnidem spinosum, squalidum St ingratum ; 
cum sit vidraa ilium, quoties iHqrid tale ^gtcditur, acutum impliciaim 
vel nodosum, earn stylo cndcre, quam sensu surgìt. Cum vero illam stnm 
«Cfborun o»tentat supcllectileni, sua unguenta» cincinno« & flores admo- 
■cfet NBpe aiadca act Caitiiciua, qnod adMonvft In Oraechok ne idleienar 
fotundato sono, & versuum cursu, sed inspiceremus quidnam subesset, quz 
sedes, quod firmamentum, quis fundus verbis: quod si facias illic, videas 
Epìcuri qttandoque vacuum, ita aut auilum subesse sensum, aut frigidum & 
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'^T-W. ienm, Qoa pwte (^«arnvis est maxima) edam Uli si non prkstes, «mi 

vìdeo omnino, cur prastct ille tibi dicendi gratia : cum Sc verba apud te cast 
non possint illustriora, & coUocatio illorum ita sit apta, ut oec cohsereie 
mtdUm, nec floeie rotondiiM» rice caidcve aumerailm allo modo poatint. 
Scd jam Dantem tecum pcasiculimu8« dc quo fortasse plurcs controversiam 
sint facturi* Sunt enim multi, qui in scriptorum collatione non tarn ex- 
pendant menu, qnam aoooa numerentj jubentque alios, ut pri»cos legant 
com veverentia, costaneoa ipn Iqiere non ponimt aine imridia. FrimMt 
certe, quod ad stylum spectf.t, dcnegtiturum tibi neminem poto, ita est 
Dantcs nonnunquam horridus, asper & strigosus» ut moltum rudi» &.impo- 
Ittna: hoc ejus e^ani aurarii fatentori aed ia«tatem & aBciiJinn WiaÓ, id 
quod sic ita, culpam rejiciunt; omnino tu oratione cuhior, &- non ille 
graodior. At scnsibus (inquienc) giwdior & sublimior. Quxso, quid 
mmun in philoaophica le ilium philosophari, ipsa natura ad hoc cogente, 
■tqoe altro suppeditante aententias ? Si dc Deo» da anima, de beatìAagitur, 
aifèrt qua: Tiiomas, quse Augustinus de hh scripserunt; & fuit ille in his 
tractandts meditandisque tam frequcns quam assiduut, tu in obeundis max* 
inda negotiis pubUda & privatia. Von fittt tam pnadanim in Dante hoc 
fectsse, quam non fecisse turpe fuerat : at fuit dubio procvl aummi ìagenS 
opus, quod ipse pnesMs, philusophica tacete, qoat auot anutorìa, & qua; 
sunt sua scveritate austerula, supcrinducta venete fàceie amalrilia. Ita in tuia 
fersibus amantium lusibus, Fhilosophorum seria sunt admixta, ne tt illa 
' bine dignitatem, & h«c illinc Iiiljritatem grntiainque lucrifeccrint; ut ambo 
Imc copula & Tctinucrint quod erat proprium, & mutuo se sibi ita participà» 
verìnt» ut habeant ntraqueiingnlatim qv» priua eiant ^nl amboram. 8ed 
non est hoc tam admirandum, quam illud, quod me maxime movit: ita haec 
a te invecta, ut non inrccta, sed de matcrìx ipsius (de qua agis) eruta gre* 
mio» & ex iUa ipsa (ut ita dixertm) te irrigante aotum, eiBorescere videan» 
tur» ut appaieant nativa, non adfentttb} necessaria, non oomportatas ge> 
nuina omnino, non insititla, hoc est quod admirari satis non possuin, quo 
milu videris Dantem exsuperassc. Nam et si ille sublìmis volat, materise alia 
altòQitnr; tu repugnante Ula & deocaum trahente tdleria in aitnm àfia inge» 
nii, atque ita tolleris, ut a materia non discedas, sed illam tecum simul 
attoUas, tantum de ipsa tu, quantum de Dante ipsa fuit benemerita. Jam 
videre licet qwd te inter, Franciscumque & Dantem ìnterslt, de quibn» 
boc addidcrim» Fnndaeum quandoque non leipondeie pollicitis, habentem 
quod allectet in prima specie, sed ulterìus non satisfaciat : Dantem habeie 
quod in occursu quandoque ofiendat, sed juvct magis intima perradentém. 
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Tu mm minas babent in recmu quod detineat, quam habcant in prima XUI* 
fimite qood capiat. Mie quod itti mm pocMt io lecewbos» io umbra, ia 
Mimma aUidìorttm tnnquìUittte : tu tu as iater tnmuitiu, cuiìc strepitus» 

fori clamores, maximas curas, fulmlcmlssimas tempestate», occupati&stmua 
OtcinUti. IlUs erant Muax oriliiunua} negotium, Se principale : tibi ludiu, & 
•cotisqtnBdamteUxado» lUis somma debt^tio, tibi delitìgadootìam. De> 

nìquc co anlmum rcmittens pertigistl, quo ili! omncs animi ncruos contcnden- 
tes fortasse non pcitigcrunt. i>c<i quid dicam de mea parapbrasi^ incam cnim 
cor non appellMn Td hujus, qux nes est, appellatiomt jiir^f demum cur 
non «team, quam etsi veneror ut tuam, amo tamen ut meam? admiiw 
profccto iliam, & te in illa ; ex qua conjicio quantum ego aberam a vera 
laude tuorum veTsaum, in quìbus qu« erant inaaima« qujeque maxime 
iUuitria» qitibtts mm noctuSnia ocmlis, non intnwpexeramt vidi deiode per i» 
revelata, qui id solus & potcras & dcbcbas { debcbas autcm tibi & nobiSf ne 
multa & te gloria, & no* voluptate ixaudares. Lego (deum |ettor} max- 
ime Laurenti earn, non tara ad delecta^nem, quam ad doctiinam. Quot 
cnim' ibi ex Aristotele, auditu scilicet physico, ex libri» de Anima, de Mo« 
ribus, de Cxlo, ex Problem.itis ? Quot ex Platonis Protagorn, ex Republics, 
ex Legibus, ex Symposio f quae omnia quamquam alias apud ilios legi, lego 
tamen apnd te ut aora» ut meUoia, ft in neado quam a te faciem traitrfbr- 
mata» ut tua vìdeantur esse, & non lUorum; ic legena diaoeR mihi aliquld 
TÌdear, quod maximo est indicio, hxc te sapere non tam ex commentario, 
quam ex te ipso. Solent enim plurimi majore in litcris sophisteia quam 
opcta, cam quid aeripturì aon^ philoaopliot habere velut pragmatico», eia 
dogmata quxdam suj^f^erentcs, qux ingerant suis lìbcllìs, ut vidcantur phi- 
losophi. Sed facile hos dcprehendas, nam videas ilia nec rcctc disposita» 
nec colunrentia, ft ab ìpiia non explieatai led imputa. Atque bominea 
alioquin cloqucutcs, in illis tliccncli:i apparent infantissimi. At te quis non 
videat ea non tenere precario, scd ut in qux jos habeas & potestatem pro 
■ibitrio versare, agere, tractare? Hxc tu (proh felix ingenium) in xstu 
Reip. in acinosa vita cs assecutus, quz nos philoso|dioram non diaciputi, 
•ed inquilini, in umbratili vita & ccllularìa, sequimur podus qtinm conse. 
quimur. Scd quid dicam de paraphrascos tuae suavis»imo stjlo? is mihi 
Tìdett» penittts, qui Ccaaria in Romana lingua. £tt cnim ondo non me- 
nu facta, non bractc.itii, noti torta; scd suo ingenio crccta, candida, & 
quadrata, nec temere excurrcns, scd prdcm ficrvans, nec luxurians, nec 
jejuna, nec laaeìvienfl» nee ingrata, dulciter gravis, graviter amabilis, verba 
«tcct» ft non captata» tUuitna, no» fucata j aeccMaria, noaqoseaitai non 

eaplkantia 
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W yf .IT . cxplic irtia roaii scA ipsis ocnlis subjicìentìa. Prstmo quam tux parsone 
semp«r meminerUf qaam siiit ubique tue illius prudentise inspersa passim 
■niiiu atqoe veit^. Hsec ego 8c cvm fimhie» ft alius qul&quam ionge 
jpOtioik* Sed doo pnecipM pneter h«c vidi, qcne -videant forte non mulQ 
quimqtintn ociilatiofrs. Primum est \i\nA, nt il!a snas (Hvirms dissimulet, nt 
invidiam fugiat, ilores in sinu habcat, non ostentct, non cxurgat in piantaS} 
led Mb^tt in geabt, nt nrinor appai«*t. Alteram qoid itt Mm vUko» "u^ 
que cnim tarn solers, sed video esse nescio qui ! fnr dicam signatls'^imcl 
Laurentiaoum. Quod si quia videat Laurcntit dotes, ingoniam, prmtao- 
tnnif liMvcntiliiii lotudi vidcit' j|fipMi$e tSbpMtwu» Sod Ihk *>t»i<^ 
fortasse multa, qux dixi etiam invitus, ipsa me transversum (Ut dicoilt) 
trsliente in irerba animi scntcntia. lliud non prateribo, hortari te quanto 
posaum opere maxime, ut aliquod quandoquc a modcranda republica otiolum 
wffiiNMt, AtoWcoUt ^Mnphiati iuptnkni^ tiU qtiidem ft Ui^aa piate 
ad honorem, civibus tuia & nobis omnlMl ÀtUm ltd agni 'ft «OlCfOMU 
PIòreatite idtbua JulH uccccLXXXiv. 
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